
&be Unfolded Plan o f  God 
everyone who has one-time accepted Christ is going to be 
i n  heaven, heaven is going to be filled with people who 
have not loved Christ enough to live for Him, who have not 
believed Him enough to do as He said. Do you mean to 
tell me that G d  is preparing heaven for spiritual fellow- 
ship throughout eternity with such people who are unspirit- 
ual? Such an ranthinkable, outlandish teaching! To  what 
folly it brings all the work of Gad! I don’t believe a word 
of it. It isn? Bible. It’s ridiculeus! 

C .  Such A Doctrine Would Actually Destroy The Right 
Of Human choice After Conversian, 

I have always believed as I studied the Bible that man 
had the power of choice, God tells him what to do, but He 
doesn’t force him to do it. He tells him what not to  do, 
but He doesn’t keep him from doing it. God wants all  men to  
be saved, but He doesn’t force anybody into becoming a 
Christian. He wants them to, but i f  they desire not to be, 
then they don’t have to be Christians, Of course, they 
will be judged in the end for their disobedience to the wil l  
of God. When people become Christians, of course, they 
want to go to heaven; they want to do the wil l  of God; 
they want to be Christians; they want to live apart from the 
s in  of the world; they want to be in fellowship with God’s 
people; they mind the spiritual things of life. Bear in mind, 
they do the above through choice--God does not force them 
t o  become Christians. Now, with the passing of time, what 
can  happen? The person can lose his love for God; he 
can  get so he doesn’t care far worship services; spiritual 
things are boring to him; sin is alluring; he would rather 
be with worldly people than with Christian people; he isn’t 
interested in heaven any more; he doesn’t care about God. 
Now, here is what I want to know: does that man still have 
the power of choice? or has the fact that he was onehtime 
converted destroyed that trait peculiar to mankind? Friends, 
man still has the power of choice. He became a Christian 
because he chose to, and the grace of God would have 
given him salvation-uot because he deserved it, but be- 
cause  Jesus Christ purchased it for those who would love 
Him enough and believe Him enough to choose to be saved, 
Now that he has allowed sin to change h i s  choice from 
God to sin, from spiritual things to worldly things, he still 
has  the power of choice. Christ doesn’t force a man to 
abide in Him. If He did, all would abide in Him. But, He 
has  said even to His people that a man must reap what he 
has  sown; he must accept what he has chosen; he mus t  
remain true and not grow weary in sowing to the Spirit i f  
h e  will ever reap eternal life (Gal. 6:.7-9), I s ay  that this 
teaching of “once saved always saved” actually destroys 
man’s power of choice after conversion, and surely such 
a teaching is thereby judged ridiculous! 

D .  Such A Doctrine W d d  Make The Promises Of God 
To The Overcomers Apply To Those Who Don’t Overcome. 

Many promises are made to God’s obedient children, In 
the Book of Revelation, for instance, there are a good many 
such promises made to the faithful, and those promises 
relate to salvation. But, “once saved always saved” would 
make those promises apply to people who don’t overcome 
when they are promises to an altogether different group 
of people-the overcomers, Let  us notice. Rev. 2:7 says 
that Christ will give to eat of the tree of life in the midst 

of God’s paradise “to him that overcometh”, but “once 
saved always saved” says that He will give them to eat 
of that tree whether they overcome or not. Again, Rev. 2:11 
s a y s  that “he that overcometh” shal l  not be hur t  of the 
second death (hell). But, “once saved always saved” says 
they won’t go to hell even if they don’t overcome. What 
does that do to Christ’s promise? It is no promise at all ,  
according to that, Rev. 2:17 says Christ will give to eat 
of the hidden manna a s  wel l  a s  the white stone “to him 
that overcometh”. But, “once saved always saved’’ pro- 
mises the hidden manna and the stone to people whether 
they are overcomers or not. They are promising something 
that Jesus didn’t. Rev. 226-28; Rev. 3:5; Rev. 3:12; 
Rev. 3:21; and Rev, 21:7 all contain other promises to 
those who overcome, They are not made to  those who do 
not overcome. I say that any doctrine that makes God’s 
promises to the overcomers apply to those who do not 
overcome is guilty of giving people a ridiculous doctrine! 
And I believe you can see it. 

What shall we say, then, in conclusion? Simply that 
God commands and demands faithfulness of His people. No 
one wi l l  be saved who does not come to Christ for salva- 
tion, and no one will have that salvation unless he abides 
in  Christ. The Scriptures are very clear upon this subject, 
and only by twisting certain clear passages and disregard- 
ing the passages dealt with in this study can people be- 
lieve and teach to the contrary, I can’t understand why 
preachers will try to get people to be faithful in their 
religious life and then turn around and teach them a doc- 
trine that will promote unfaithfulness. I know that my Lord 
has  not done it, May God help every Christian reading and 
studying these lines to believe in the absolute necessity 
of faithfulness enough to be steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. And may every alien 
sinner reading these lines not get interested in being 
baptized unless he is willing to abide in Christ until death 
afterwards. 

The Shepherds 
of the Flock 

In our last study, we discussed the necessity of continu, 
ing steadfastly following baptism. That such faithfulness 
is necessary cannot be questioned. The Scriptures ace 
very clear concerning it, In bringing about such faith- 
fulness, we know that the individual himself is charged 
with the responsibility of seeing that he contidues in faith- 
fulness. To each one of us, the Bible would say: 

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trern- 
bling” (Phil. 2:12). 

This  does not mean that each one is to make up his 
own plan of salvation, but to busy himself carrying out the 
requirements that God has laid upon the Christian for 
salvation. But, in addition to each convert bearing the 



certain obligation to keep himself faithful, the concerned 
Lord has made each Christian responsible to the extent of 
his ability to aid, protect, and help in whatever way he 
can every other Christian. The next study concerning 
fellowship will treat this more fully, 

But, “everybody’s busiaess is nobody’s business,” 
We have all heard that old, familiar statement many times, 
and we b o w  there is a lot of truth in it, Therefore, though 
God has  charged the individual to be faithful and ea.& 
Christian to help him be faithful, divine. wisdom has, pro- 
ceeded to create M office in  the cburch with the express 
purpose of seeing that each individual in the church is par- 
ticularly helped and overseen in the matters of spiritual 
growth and faithfulness. That office, the office of the 
shepherd, is to be the subject of this present study. 

1. The Elders Are The Shapherdr Of Tho Flock Of God. 
A.  By Title. 
I n  Eph. 4:El, we read: 

“He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; a$ 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers, 

The Greek word translated “pastors9’ i n  the above verse 
is “poimane”, which means to shepherd, to fed .  It is 
evident that the abpve passage is settiag forth given 
offices in the church. “Apostles” and “prophets” were 
inspired offiices in tbe ctPrly chuccb. The men filling those 
offices had their actual setvice to Christ channeled through 
eitkc the office of an “evangelist” or a “pastor”. How- 
ever, today, since the days of inspiration, there are no 
“ a p t k s ”  and “’prophets’’ l i v i q  among men. But, the 
work of “cvaqe f i s td ’  and the work of “pastors” still 
go aa pod w i l l  go on by living men as long as the church 
e h t ,  upon the earth. 

Who are these men “pastors”? They are distinct from 
“evangelists” as is seen from the verse last quoted. 
BibIe scholars are quite generally agreed that %qpastots?7 
are “elders”. I think this is evident when we read I Pet. 
5 : 1,2,4: 

“The elders which are among you I exhort,,.Feed 
the flock of God which is among you ... And when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, y e  shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away,” 

Notice four things: (1) Peter was addressing the “eI- 
ders’’ (2) He exhorted them to ‘‘feed” the flock of God. 
Remember that the word “pastor” in the Greek was  “poi- 
mane”. The Greek word translated “feed” in the above 
passage is “poimanate”-this shows that the “elders” 
are to “pastor” the flock, They ace the “shepherds” 
a w n g  the sheep, (3) Notice that it is the “flock” of God 
which the elders are exhorted to feed, This word fits the 
picture-that of a shepherd, ( 4 )  Christ is referred to as the 
“chief Shepherd” in the above passage, The Greek word 
translated “chief Shepherd” is “arki-poimane ”, which 
breaks down into ccarki” (higher) and “poimane” (pastor 
or shepherd), “Chief Shepherd” is a relative expression 
signifying that there were ‘under shepherds”. In the 
setting, it is evident that the elders are the under shep- 
herds. 

So, the elders are the shepherds of the flock from the 

standpoint of one of their rirles, 

B .  By Work. 

By tbe work left for them eo do, the elders are the shey- 
herds of the flock. Wh&t did P ~ u l  tell the elders of Epbesus 
to  do? Listen to it: 

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all  the 
flock, aver the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to eed the churoh of God, whiph he 11atL 

after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the jLocB. Also of your own 
se lves  shall men arise, speaking perverse things, eo 
dra,w away disci les after them. Therefore watch, 
and remember, tfat  by the space of three years I 
ceased not to warn every olre night and day with 
tears” (Acts 20:28-31). 

purchased wit d his own blood, For I know thio, tirut 

I t  is not hard to see  to whom tbe Holy Spirit has com- 
mitted the work of shepherding the flock of God, The above 
passage shows that that work has been committed to the 
elders. They are the pastors (the shepherds)! But, another 
look at I Pet. 5:1,2 in  this regard will DOL hurt: 

“The elders which are amonfi you I exhort,, .Peed 
the flook of God whiah ds among you, tahing the 
oversight thereof.” 

Let  me say that no more eespansible task has been 
committed to anybody than has been committed to the 
elders of the church. I would hate to go to the judgment 
bar of God having been uafdthful to the work of an e v m -  
gelist, but were I an elder, I would feae facing my Lord on 
&e day of judgment i f  I had not been faithful to my wok 
as an elder! To them has been committed the work of 
shepherding the sheep of God’s flock. 

c. By Pact. 

Without going into detail to consider who all might be 
included under the expression “them that have the rule 
over you”, I think it will be conceded by dl with any 
amount of Bible knowledge at  all  that the.elders would be 
included i n  it. Le t  u s  notice how Me$. 13: 17 reads: 

“Obey them that have the rule over you, and sub- 
mit yourselves: for they watch far your. souls, .as 
they that must gave un nc~ount ,  that they may do it 
with joy, and not with grief. ” 

Here i s  a fact stated: the elders (those who rule) m u s t  
give an account to God. They are resparisible for those 
under them! They are “stewards over God’s heritage“ 
(I Pet. 5:3), and stewards must give an account of their 
stewardship. Yes, the elders are to be God’s shepherds 
over His flock. It is an office and a work Prauglit with 
both joyous satisfaction and fearful responsibility. A 
clown of glory that fadeth not away is resewed for tbose 
who do their work well ( Y  Pet. 5:4), brat the bitterest of 
condemnation wil l  await those who have shirked eheir 
holy responsibilitie,s towwd those who have accepted 
Christ. 

II. The Sad Cendition Existing Too Corrslvlanly ?oday, 

A .  Sbme Desire No Elders. 
There are actually some who desire to have QO elders 

over them at all. Thlls is nothing short of a spipit: of re- 



bellion. It is trifling with divine wisdom. It  is setting 
aside the Lord’s plan. I am not saying that unqualified men 
should be put into office in order to have elders, but I a m  
saying t h t  every congregation ought to have elders or be 
Booking forward to the day when some in their midst will 
be qualified to accept that responsibility. But, that is 
not ehe way that some would have it. I remember a lady 
approaching seventy years of age who, when admonished 
to respect the oversight of her elders, said, “I don’t in- 
tend to take orders from any man!” She never married, and 
with such an  attitude, it is a good thing she hadn’t. She 
represents tbst group that would rather the church have no 
elders, for they want no restreiaing hand upon their actions 
and no rebuking and counseling when they have done 
wrong. But, that is not the way the Lord would have it, 
When a sheep gets sick, the shepherd is quick to try to  
help it. So mist elders care for the spiritual h e d t h  and 
well-being of the sheep of God’s flock. But, some do not 
want i t  that way. 

B .  Too Many Congregations Have Disqualified Men 
Filling The Office Of The Eldership. 

Many congregations have elders who have several liviqg 
wives. Others have elders whose children are not living 
right and whose wives are not in sub jedon .  Others have 
elders who cannot even teach a class, much l e s s  exhort 
and convince the false teacher as elders are supposed to 
d o  (Tit. 1:9-11). Still others have elders who drink, others 
who emke and chew, others who have an imprue speech, 
orberr who are “hot-headed”, others who are not fully 
honest in their business, and others who have anythinp 
but a good report of the& that are without. I a m  sorry tha 
these conditions exist, but I cannot deny them, for they dc 
exist! I do not see how that preachers can preach “loyalty 
to the Word of God” and then go along with such conditions 
in the church. How ean they go out and call  on outsiders 
and tell &ern, ‘#Where the Scriptures speak, we speak; 
where the Scriptures are silent, we are silent”? Doesn’t 
the Bible lay down positive qualifications as to the quali- 
fications of elders) Yes, just as plainly as it does the 
qwlifications for becoming a Christian! But, so many 
people today say, “Well, it doesn’t have to be just like 
the Bible says about those qualifications.’$ And I ask, 
“If it doesn’t have to be just like the Bible says about 
the qualifications of elders, how do you know that it has 
to be just like the Bible says  about the plan of salvation?” 
I look out, and the de..dnational world is busy scrapping 
the plan of salvation that our blessed Lord gave, and I 
look out again, and I see congregations scrapping the 
qualifications for the elders that the same Lord gave. How 
can people rightfully claim to be following the Bible when 
they do things like that? 

I believe those qualifications. They are found in I Tim. 
3:1-7 and Tit. 1:5-11. I know this, if  men are not qualified 
for the office of God’s shepherds, they wil l  be unable to 
do  the work of H i s  shepherds. God wants His flock shep- 
herded. It takes the right kind of men to do that work. 
That is why God demands the qualifications that He does. 

C. Few Elders Are Actually Shepherding The Flock 
Today, 

Come into a congregational gathering on Sunday morning 
ES a stranger and say to one of the members that you 
would like to see  one or the pastors, and he would in all 
probability say to you, c‘We have only one--1’11 get him 
(a preacher);” or, “Just a minuee--I’11 get Brother Smith 
(a preacher).” How many members would know enough 
about the Bible to get one of the elders for the stw-ger? 
Come into either of the Sunday services, a d  who brings 
the message in ninety-nine out of one hundred congre- 
gations? A preacher whom the people call  “the pastor”-- 
not one of the elders. Seldom in the average congregation 
have the members ever heard a message from tbr lips of 
any d the elders. They have a hued substitute year in and 
year out to do their “feeding”, and then they bawl the 
Methodists out for adopting a substitute for immersion! 
That is just aaoeher one of the m inconsistencies tg be 
found among some who holler long and loud about “,No 
book but the Bible, no creed but Christ, no name but the 
divine.” Who is prepared to deny these t h i n p ?  

Seldom in the average congregation have the members 
ever been called on by any of the elders, Seldom have 
they k e n  encouraged by them personally to do right. 
Seldom hare they been warned by them when about to do 
wrong, If &ere is any of that eo do, they trot the preacher 
down to see the people, or it never gets doae. And you 
know this to be a fact! 

If Timothy was to do the work of an  evangelist, and he 
was  (I1 Tim. 4:5 ) ,  then elders are to do the work of elders. 
That work is to shepherd the sheep of God’s flock, Pcaise 
the Lord for those relatively few elders across the country 
who are busy at  the work given them by the master, They 
are dear mea in Israel. They have as hard a work eo do as 
any evangelist-possibly harder! May the Lord help them to 
do it and to do it well. Theirs wi l l  be a blessed reward- 
an everlasting crown of glory given them when the chief 
Shepherd returns (I Pet, 5:4)!  But, what wil l  happen to men 
who pose as elders, but do not do the work? Possibly the 
same ehing that will happen to evangelists who do n O t  
evangelize and to members who are not actually Christians. 
I say, according tg the Word of God, it is a fearful respon- 
sibility to be an elder in the Lord’s church. 

By way of conclusion, let me say thae Sheep need a 
shepherd. If sheep were turned loose permanently to shif t  
for themselves, how many of them would survive the ob- 
stacles? Possibly a few would be left after a few years, 
but very few Undee the present-day way of little or no 
shepherding of those converted to Christ, some do survive 
(at least  to a degree), but i f  the Lord’s plan of shepherding 
the flock were followed, how many more would survive, and 
how much stroqggr would even those be who are now sur- 
viving! 

If I were an elder, I would want to give myself to the 
work of pastoring as much as I now give myself eo tho 
work of an evangelist, I would expect the Lord to be with 
me in my work. I would expect to see  some hard times as 
I did my best to serve the Lord in that capacity. I would 
expect to see mush good accomplished through my con- 
secrated efforts. I would seek to improve myself so that 
I could do my work better I believe I would seek a s  much 



preparation for my work a s  ~n elder a s  the average preacher 
today seeks for his work, The sheep needs just such shep- 
herds, and may God help each man n o t  filling that office 
who reads these words to take these words seriously, 
And may every Christian man reading these words who 
might qualify for that work actually desire that work enough 
to seek that holy office. 

The Fellowship 
of the Church 

When one becomes a Christian, he becomes a part of a 
spiritual fellowship, Birds of a feather flock together, for 
they that have something in common with each other that 
makes them alike and that similarly distinguishes them from 
other birds. Even so do Christians have that “together- 
ness” because of those things which they have in  common 
and because of those things which distinguish them from 
the world about them, Christians know what i t  is to sing 
together, pray together, study together, work together, weep 
together, rejoice together, and hope together, Certainly 
one’s Christianity ought to be questioned who does  not 
desire to be in fellowship with those who are God’s people. 
Such is actually a violation of a number of essential ele- 
ments of Christianity. 

In &is study, we wish to discuss two things: (1) we 
should seek the fellowship of the saints; and (2) we must 
be careful not to get in with wrong fellowship. 

1. We Should Seek The Fellowship Of The Saints. 

Here are a number of reasons why: 

A .  The Example Of The First Converts: 

One of the four things affirmed of the very first  con- 
verts to Christianity was  their faithful continuance in the 
fellowship: 

‘f4nd they continued steadfastly in the cipostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

To those of u s  idterested in the pattern left for us by the 
apostolic church, the above means much. If we would 
follow that example today, we must emphasize the fellow- 
ship as i t  is in the Bible. 

B .  The Example Of Saul Of Tarsus, 

Saul of Tarsus was a marked contrast to many today 
who claim to be Christians, That was even true of the 
question under consideration. He had been such a bitter 
enemy against the church. How the church should have 
desired his conversion1 Even the dying Stqphen had prayed 
lor him. But, when he was converted, it was hard to con- 
vince some of the church that he had actually becsme a 
Christian. When he came to Jerusalem, he had an  experi- 
ence that would have dampened many people’s interest in 
the church. Acts 9:26-28 says: 

(‘And when Sow1 was come to Jervsalern he assayed 
t o  join himself to the disciples: but they were all  
afraid of him, and believed not that he was a dis-  
ciple. But Barnabas took him, and brought him unto 
the apostles,  and declared unto them how he had 
seen the Lord in  the way, and that he had spoken to 
him, and how he had prepched boldly at Damascus in 
the name of Jesus, And he was  with them coming in 
and going out at Jervsalem,’’ 

Prior to this. he had narrowly escaped with his life 
from Damascus, A t  such a time, he certainly needed t4e 
comfort of God’s people. But; instead, they snubbed him, 
though in all good intentions, Rut, nevertheless, bad he 
been put together on the sensitive pattern of a lot of 
present-day people, he would never have had any desire 
to have been a part of their fellowship in the future. But, 
when Barnabas took him to the apostles and vouched for 
his conversion to Christ, t4ey welcomed him into their 
midst, and he was a blessing to them, and they were a 
blessing to him. Saul, then, is a Biblical example of a 
man who sought church fellowship and would not be denied 
it, What an example for all  today to desire the fellowship 
of God’s people1 

C. We Need The Fellowship Of The Saints. 

I appreciate that good song whose words go: “1 need the 
prayers of those I Those words are so true, and I 
need the strengthening fellowship of those dear saints  with 
whose life mide can be associated i n  the way that God in- 
tended when He made the church into a fellowship. There 
i s  genuine encouragement to live for Christ in the worthy 
lives around us with whom ours can be associated,  When 
one is thrown out into the world to make a living for him- 
self and his family, he is cast  alongside those who know 
not our Christ and who display CI. spirit foreign to OUII. We 
would have to go out of this world EO be rid of the sinful 
element, according to Paul (1 Cor. 5:9,10). How good it is 
to gather in on prayer meeting night to pray with those 
whose spirit seeks God as does ours! One reason, i n  my 
judgment, why some who claim to be Christians do not 
search out the fellowship of Christians is that s in  is not 
as abhorrent to them a s  it ought to be. When one does 
personal work, he gets so weary of hearing people express 
their loose ideas of religion and their broad ideas as to 
Christian living. Patiently, he may teach them what the 
Scriptses  say only to have them counter with such s u t e -  
ments as: “If that’s right, then thece are going to be 
mighty few saved”--not meaning to say  that you are right, 
but to indicate that you are badly mistaken even though 
you have shown them what the Bible teaches. How good, 
I say, after such experiences to come to the assembly of 
those of like precious faith and hear the blessed gospel 
preached that confirms one’s faith and strengthens him i n  
the way that he knows is right, Yes, we need the fellow- 
ship of God’s people, and he who does not avail  himself 
of that which is available to him is not only slighting his 
spiritual life, but he is in  open violation of God’s plan for 
our lives, for He has willed that we continue in the fellow- 
ship of His people, 

D ,  Others Need Our Fellowship Also, 
Don’t get the idea that the cburch is composed of inept 

weaklings simply because we are saying t4nt  we  need the 
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fellowship of other Christians and they need our fellow- 
ship, Let me say  that the church is composed of the strong- 
est people on earth, but let us hot overlook the fact that 
we have a great adversary in the devil, and he works 
through the weakness of our mortal flesh, Why do we say  
that others need our fellowship? Because the Bibie gives 
us great responsibilities toward our bretbren in Christ. It 
cells us to exhort one another lest some be led away from 
God (Heb. 3:12,13). It tells u s  to pray for one another 
(Eph. 6:18). It tells us to take from our lives all things 
that might prove a stumblingblock to  our brethren (Rom. 
14:21). It tells us to help one another in times of financial 
need (I John 3:17). It tells us to restore our brethren whed 
they have been overtaken in a fault (Gal. 6:1,2). It tells us 
t o  provoke one another to greater love and to greater works 
for Christ (Heb. 10:24). These instructions are based upon 
the fact that our brethren need us8 and we ought to thank 
God that there is sdmething that we c a n  d o  to h e l p  our 
brethren along the way t h a t  l e a d s  t o  life. But, i f  we 
are not in fellowship with them, we can do no more for 
them than a doctor who resides upon a foreign continent 
when we have some physical malady that he could help 
eradicate, 

E .  Brotherly Love Should Constrain Us. 
When young people love each other, you can’t keep 

them apart. You don’t have to command them to be together. 
Their love for each other has a way of just drawing them 
together. Men who love their homes find themselves at 
their homes a s  much as possible. This matter of brotherly 
love is a vital part of every Christian’s life. Without it, 
one is not a Christian any more than he is a Christian with- 
out faith in Christ. This is the teaching of a number of 
passages, particularly of the book of I John. I s ay  that if 
we love the brethren, w e  will  be in fellowship with the 
brethren, Love for them wi l l  see to that. Therefore, if you 
have the problem of not desiring regular attendance with 
the brethren, you might well know that your love for the 
brethren is not what it ought to be. I believe this with all 
my heart. In this connection, I like that song that goes: 
“Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds I s  like to  that above. 
Before ow Father’s throne We pour our ardent prayers; Our 
fears, our hopes, our arms are one, Our comforts and our 
caes. We share our mutual woes, Our mutual burdens bear; 
And often for each other flows T h e  sympathizing tear.” 
And let’s not overlook that l a s t  stanza that pictures the 
brethren as  they depart from each other until they ge t  to 
meet again: “When we asunder part, I t  g i v e s  u s  inward 
pain; But we shall still be joined in hear t  And h o p e  to 
meet again.” Yes, our love for each other will constrain 
us to be steadfast in our fellowship with each other, 

Fa For A More Effective Ministry To The Unsaved, 

Christ could have turned us loose to win s o d s  single- 
handed. But, he gave us brethren to work with us. He could 
have told us to go out to convert souls, but have given us 
no fellowship into which to bring them. Tha t  would not 
have been so easily accomplished. Ruts as it is, w e  can go 
out and deal with people and then bring them to the place 
of public assembly where they can hear  the gospel de- 

clared unto them, As the brother preaches and we sit by the 
side of those whom we have brought in, w e  can pray for 
their hearts to be open and honest, Thus, We work together 
to win souls to Christ, Besides, Paul usually had helpers 
with him in h i s  evangelistic labors. Sometimes it was 
Barnabas; sometimes i t  w a s  S i l a s ;  sometimes i t  was 
Timothy; and somet imes  it was others, Bute they labored 
together for the cause of Christ. And I am sure that a more 
effective ministry of the church to the unsaved can be 
accomplished where we are faithful i n  the. fellowship of 
the church than can ever be accomplished by remaining at 
at home aloof from Christians and at the same time trying 
to win another to  Christ. Be might w e l l  challenge ow 
right to deal with him, seeing that we ourselves are  not 
faithful t o  one of t h e  s implest  and most basic things 
of Christianity-the assembly of the saints, 

G. That God May B e  G l o r i f i e d  Through A Greater 
Church. 

God would have all men to be  saved ( I  Tim. 2:4). 
He desires such first for their sakes, for He does love men 
(John 3:16). But, the more who a re  saved  from sin and 
become the people ob God, the more that God is glorified. 
If all men were Christians, letting their lights shine for 
God, how He would be glorified in the eyes of men (Matt. 
5:16)! Part  of the power of sin is its popularity. People do 
some of the things they do,because it seems that everybody 
else is doing it, and how people do hate to be unpopular 
and out-of-step. When souls are converted, God is glorified 
(John 15:8), and the more souls that are actually won to 
Christ, the more that God is glorified. But, it is the ‘ko- 
getherness” of Christians that shows the wodd the 
numerical strength of those who have pledged themselves 
to Christ, What a joy it is to see  a church lot full of cars 
where the gospel is being preached. T h e  world sits up 
and begins to take notice, T h e  work of God  in such a 
place is bringing glory to God. 

H. The Whole P lan  Of God Is Set U p  011 The Fellowship 
Bas is .  

For instance there is the assembly of the s a i n t s  to 
which the Bible bids us  ro be faithful in attending (Heb. 
10:25). This certainly involves the church in  fellowship. 
Then, as we discussed in opr last study, God h a s  placed 
elders i n  the church. They  a re  the s p i r i t u a l  overseers 
into whose custody God h a s  entrusted the  Christians in 
their respective communities. They are to feed the flock 
(I Pet. 5:2). Surely they must know who is included i n  
that flock, or they can never know whom to f eed .  This 
necessarily involves knowing who is in that fellowship. 
Again, the Bible s p e a k s  of Chris t ians  as “brethren” 
(Rom. 12: 1; I Cor. 1:lO; and many others). This is a term 
of relationship that involves both affection and responsi- 
bility. Where people are brethren, they are necessarily in 
fellowship, or something is wrong, Along this line, it is 
noteworthy that Peter speaks of the church as the “brather- 
haad” (I Pet. 2:17). If any word suggests fellowship, it is 
qrbrotherhood”. We may not belong to any  brotherhood 
with headquarters here on earth (like Boston, Sal t  Lake  
City, or Indianapolis), but if  we are true Christians, we do 
belong to that brotherhood whose headquarters is in heaveu. 



e Je//bwsjl/;b o f  the Church 127 
We are Come to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven (Heb. 12~22,  
23) if we @re Christians. Then consider the fact that God 
h a s  placed disfellowship in His plan for the church (I Cor. 
5:1-13; 11 Thess. 3:6-15; and others). One cannot be dis- 
fellowshipped for doing wrong i f  there is no such thing as 
the fellowship of the church. ‘tDisfelloprship” means M be 
denied fellowship. Surely, then, there is a fellowship from 
which the wicked is to be banned. Each one in that fellow- 
ship must personally commit himself or herself toit. The 
actual details as to how one goes about identifying himself 
with a local congregation is not set forth in the Scriptures, 
but such an action i s  necessarily involved. Otherwise, 
them could be no known circle of individuals from which 
the wicked could be banned in a disfellowghip action, 
Some people today claim to be Christians, but they have 
not identified themselves with the people with whom they 
gather for public worship services. Such, in s o m e  ways, i s  
evading a part .of the plan of God. ,They want to be fellow- 
shipped, yet they do not want to cotqmit themselves to 
the fellowship. A congregation of people f i t  to worship 
with is f i t  to take fellowship with. If such a congregation 
is not fit to be in  fellowship with, i t  i s  unfit to worship 
with. Dy thus acting, some people are able to shirk theit 
finaucial responsibility. If they do wrong, they can  say: 
“We are not under the elders of t h i s  congregation,” and 
indeed they aren’t, for they haven’t placed themselves un- 
der their jurisdiction. .In some waysp claiming to be Ghtis- 
tians, they are at least violating something somewhere, 
and this cannot be denied. Yes, these and other matters 
of fellowship show the whole plan of God for the church 
involves the matter of fellowship. 

1. The Sad Results Of ‘Tramp’’ Religion. 

As indicated above, sorue people chooge to remain de- 
tached from the fellowship of any congregation. This Lord’s 
day, they may attend services in one place, next Lord’s 
day i n  anorher place, the following Lord’s day in a third 
place, and the next Lord‘s day in no place at all, for they 
will be attending a birthday dinner of some relative, A s  
such,  they appear to people to be strofiger than they are. 
AU three of the above congregations were pleased to have 
them in thek services and felt that they were fine people 
to be in their services when they were not members locally 
and when they drove considerable distances to be in their 
services. But, were ,they a s  strong as they are credited 
wi th  being, they would be lined up locally in some given 
place if there were some local place worthy of being lined 
up with. ‘Teamp” religion may have a variety about it that 
is different, but aside from that, nothing can be said for it. 
It is much better to be in the harness for Christ i n  some 
given place and go to work-to have some definite local 
responsibilities, to be one that the brethren can count on, 
to be a part of some 5ible class relguarly, to be systema- 
tically fed by the same spiritual leaders who watch for 
one’s soul, etc. w‘Tramp” religion has  no mote really to 
commend i t  than tqtramp” living. People need the fellow- 
ship of the chuech, and while “tramp”’ religion might 
appear to be in fellowship with many Christians i n  many 
places, thi! truth of the matter is, such people are hardly 

in actual fellowship anywhere, They  a re  rolling s tones  
that gather no moss. They are buds that flock with nobody, 
They ace trees that are bdngiag little or no fruit to per- 
fection. 

II. We Must Be Careful Not To Get In With Wrong 
Fellowrhlp. 

What we have poiwed out i n  the foregoing sectionof 
this study is i n  m way M suggeet that we be in  fellowship 
with just any local group that G ~ I S  itself a chwch. But, 
remember that if we cannot conscientious ly count ourselves 
in fellowship with some local church because of its unfit- 
ness,  we should not consider it  ’B f i t  people with whom to 
meet in religious services either. We do have a responsibil. 
ity to investigate any people where we may be to determine 
whether w e  wodd want the Lord to come and find us re- 
ligiously identified with them. If there is no people with 
whom we CM conscientiously be identified, then our re- 
sponsibility is to be detached from all such and to labor 
ittdividually for Christ where we a r e  t o  convert  the nu- 
cleus of a true congregation df Christian people with whom 
we can be in fellowship, 

Why do we say that we must be careful not to get i n  with 
wrong fellowship? Because: 

A. We Are Cormpted By Evil, Cornpwionships, 

The Revised Version plainly renders I Cor. l5:33 as 
follows: 

“Evil companionships corrupt  good 

And we know that that is  t rue,  We are affected by 
those with whom we are in fellowship, or we are deriving 
nothing from our fellowship with them. Therefore, w e  need 
to be careful about the fellowship of which we ace a part. 
Along this line, one of the reasons why Pau l  called upon 
the Corinthian congregation to disfellowship the sinning 
brother was that a little leaven w u l d  in time leaven the 
whole Iump (I Cor. 5:6),  Many people  h a v e  fallen from 
their steadfastness to Christ by the wrong kind of fellow- 
ship, That is what is wrong with having fellowship with 
the world, and that is what is wrong with having a wrong 
religious fellowsbip. 

B. We Are Counted Partners B y  God W i t h  False Teach- 
ers Whom We FinanciaCly Support And Religiously Befriend. 

Anything with which a person associates himself re- 
ligiously will have some teaching or preaching. What is 
taught and preached will either be the truth of God’s Word, 
OP it wil l  be untrue to the Scriptures. Sinners will either 
be told to do what the Bible s a y s  in order to become 
Christians, or they will be given a false way, The pattern 
of the church set forth in the Scriptures will either be up- 
held and followed, or it will be spoken against and trans- 
gressed in practice. In the days of the early church, Paul  
said there were many vain and unruly talkers and deceivers 
(Tit. 1:lO). Would Paul have had the Christians of his  day 
be fed Sunday after Sunday by such teachers? Would he 
have had them support ruch teaching with theu offerings? 
Of course not. Back in Old Testament days, Peter teminded 
h i s  readers, there were false  prophets among the people, 
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and he went on to say  that there would be false teachers 
come amoug the people of God (I1 Pet. 2:l). Would Peter  
have us go along with such false teacbtrs? Wodd he have 
us treat them as true servants of Gad? Of course hot, When 
Pad  left Ephesus he foretold the coming of false reachers 
to that place (Acts 2o:29), What &dtudc did he  take con- 
cerning them? He had spedt much time warning the people 
against  them (Acts ao:3$). What is a warning for? To  be 
heeded. Should we heed the warnings of the inspired apos- 
tle? If we do, then i t  is plain tp be seen  that we will be on 
guard not to be taken in  by false teachers and false teech- 
ing. But, some people say: “We are pounded in  the faith, 
When the preacher brings out something that we know is 
wrong we don’t let what he says affect us.” But, you put 
your offerings in, don’t you? Your silence gives sanction 
to what is being preached. Your religious befriending of 
such teachers actually involves you with them, according 
to the Bible, 1I John 10,11 says: 

c61f there cume any unto you, and bring not this doc- 
trine, receive him not into your house (QS YOU would 
a true reacher), neither .bid him God speed ( a s  you 
would 0 true teacher): for he that bdddeth him God 
speed i s  partaker of his evil deeds.’$ 

Be identified, therefore, with no people where the truth 
of your Christ is not being faithfully upheld. 

C. We Are Subject To Divine Punishment For  A Wrong 
Religious Affiliation“ 

In Old Testament times the people of God were taken 
captive by Babylon. Being separated from their  temple, 
where their altar was and where God had recorded His name 
and to which the  various tr ibes came foe their annual 
feasts, they were utiable to carry out the religion that God 
had given them by reason of the ‘bondage brought upon them 
by Babylon, IQ t ime, the Perkians replaced the Babylonians 
in power, They were friendly to God’s people and permitted 
as many of them as desired to go back to Jerusalem to do 
so. h e ,  some had become so accustomed to living in Baby- 
lon and Babylonish ways that they didn’t desire to go to 
Jerusalem. This, of course, was not pleasipg to God. N ~ w  
with this in mind, le t  us go to  tho book of Revelation 
where we see a likeness to the above, Christ established 
His c hutch, but i n  time, there a rose  another  religious 
system aud power that very much took over the scene. This 
fa lse  religion called “Babyloa” in the book of Revelation 
enslaved those who would be and who lopked upon them- 
se lves  as the children of God, By introducing false reli- 
gious practices, Babylon kept those in ward within her from 
worshipping God according to H i s  true plan, When that spell 
was broken, ,God had this to say to those d o  would be His 
people: 

“Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partaker4 
of her s ins ,  and that y e  receive not of her p l ~ g u e s ~ ~  
(Rev .  .IS: 4). 

In olden days, if the Israelites refused to leave Babylon 
they would be counted a part of Babylon and as such would 
be punished right along with her. When people today affil- 
iate themselves with some wrong rel igious group, they  
must share the fate  of that group. Th i s  is what is wrong 
with being a part of any religious group that has  been start- 
ed  by s o m e  man or group of men regardless of how sincere 

those men might have been. Christ established His church 
in  3 A.D., but Catholicisq grew up at a later date, and 
Protestantism came at a much later date, and most of the 
cult groups have a very recent origin. If I read in  the Bible 
of God’s condemnation upon lying or drunkenness, I want 
GO be sure I am not guilty of such, and if I continue my 
reading and find that He likewise condemns false  religion, 
I want to be just as sure that I am not connected with such 
in  any way for that would involve me in the condemnation, 

These things are so uleat ta thotse who read and believe 
the Bible in all of i t s  teachings. Both parts of this study 
are very important: (1) be faithful in  your fellowship with 
those who are the saints of God indeed; and (2) refuse to 
be  in fellowship with anything that is displeasing to God. 

Were we to entitle this study, “Evangelism.,.the Work 
of  the church,“ i t  would be a Scriptural study showing that 
the work of the church is the  evangelizing of the lost. 
Entitling it, “Evangelism ... the Work of the Whold Church,” 
we ha te  the idea of evangelism being the church’s work 
included, but we have included and emphasized the idea 
that chis work falls upon the whole church--mt merely a 
part of the church. That there is a need €or the applies- 
cion of this subject, there can be no doubt i n  the minds 
of any who are spiritually-minded and know the facrs of 
the case. 

The  whole plan of God, which we have been discussing 
for moee than forty studies already, aecessarily looks to 
the conversion of lost  men, women, a n d  young people, 
But, how shall these be converted? Will they get so tired 
of s in  that they wil l  of their own accord turn to God? Will 
they become so interested i n  God and eternity that they 
look into these matters by themselves? Or do  they need 
help? 

I t  is obvious that they need help. Just a s  God sent the 
Savior into the world to die for men that salvatidn might 
be provided, even so has Christ dispatched His church to 
the ends of the earth to proclaim salvation through H i s  
death, burial, and eesurrection to every creature, It was 
necessary for Jesus to die if men were to be saved, and 
i t  is necessary for us who know Christ R S  our Savior to 
work in  the winning of souls if they are to be saved. The 
evangelization of the lost  of the whole world is a tre- 
mendous task,  and  J e s u s  rightly a n d  wisely included 
every Chriseian in His plan to  see  that the job is accom- 
plished. ‘qTo the law and to the testimony,” then, to find 
out what He has called upon each of us to do, 



I, Every Christion Has His Place In The Evangelization 
Of The World, 

I t  almost seems wrong--at least ,  unnecessary-.to have to 
convince those who have named the name of Christ that 
they have to help i n  the work of winning souls, Have you 
ever walked down the corridor of a hospital and heard the 
agonizing moans and groans of those who are suffering? 
You might not know them personally, bu t  i t  is hard to 
imagine a n y  man who if h e  knew how to relieve their 
suffering and permit them to go to their  homes i n  sound 
health would not be glad to do so. That i s  why I s a y  i t  
almost seems wrong to  spend time trying t o  convince 
people that it is their duty to win souls, They should be 
glad they have the privilege1 

Le t  us now look at what each Christian is to do. 

A, Evangelists. 

When we speak of “evangelists”, we are not using that 
term in the sense which it is commonly used today, but in 
the sense that it i s  used in the Bible. In modern usage, the 
term “evangelist” designates a preacher who merely con- 
ducts evangelistic meetings o f  a few nights o r  a few 
weeks’ duration. If he ceases  conducting such meetings 
to work wi th  some weak church that needs his help, he is 
no longer engaged i n  e vangelistic work$ according to 
modern usage, In the Bible, the term qpevangelist” was 
used to designate those preachers who were charged with 
carrying the gospel to the lost world and to establish and 
strengthen churches. They are distinguished from “pas- 
tors” or “elders”, who were charged to care for the local 
work of which they themselves are a parr. 

It i s  obvious from the very term “evangelists” that 
their work is evangelism, There is a definite work that 
evangelists are supposed to do, for Paul wrote to Timothy: 

“Do t h e  work o f  an evangel i s t”  (I1 Tim 4:s) 

A study of the books I and I1 Timothy and Titus (which 
were written to evangelists) and  a s tudy  of t he  life of 
Paul (who was  an evangelist) as set  forth in Acts and his 
epistles w i l l  furnish one with authentic Biblical material 
a s  to what the work of evangelists is. They pushed the 
gospel into new places ( such  a s  P a u l  o n  h i s  various 
journeys), They led sinners to Christ (such as  Philip’s 
work accomplished), They  set  congregations in to  order 
b y  working with them until they were ready to car ry  on 
under the oversight of qualified local men set over them as 
elders (see Paul’s instructions to Titus in Tit. 1.~5 and 
other similar passages), They kept up contact with various 
congregations, even ministering the Word to them from time 
to time (see Pad’ s  connection with the church at Antioch). 
They committed the Word to faithful men who would Le 
able to teach and preach it to others (see Paul‘s instruction 
to T h o t h y  i n  I1 Tim. 2:2), 

There was a great need for the office of the evangelist 
in the beginning of Christianity, and because there were 
those who faithfully filled that office, Christianity spread 
far and wide across the Roman Empire. Today, there is 
likewise a great need for faithful men to fill that office to 
the glory of God and the outreach of the gospel, But, with 

so many elders a11 over the country sitting down o n  the 
job, nearly a l l  the preachers have settled down to the point 
of being nothing but one-ma0 pastors over the churches so 
that new fields are not being entered with any  degree of 
rapidity, for there is nobody free to go into those fields, 
Not until the concept of the Biblical evangelist is again 
incorporated into the thought of those who desire to be a 
Biblical people will evangelism again march, 

B,  Elders ,  
A former study was devoted to the subject of the elders, 

so no detailed study of that subject will be  entered into 
here. But, one who studied that lesson may ask: “1 thought 
the work of the elders had to do with caring for those con- 
verted-not with bringing in  the lost.” Basically, that  is 
true-they are the shepherds of the flock-but do& over- 
look this fact: they are actually busy building up each con- 
vert i n  Christ who in turn will become a s o u l  winner for 
Jesus. In this way, the more faithfully and successfully 
they d o  their work, the more workers Christ will  have in 
each field to g o  forth winning men, women, and young 
people to Christ. In this way, the work of the elders does 
have to do with the work of evangelism. 

C. Members. 

Members of the church a r e  j u s t  as  important to the 
accomplishment of the work of the church as soldiers are 
to the winning of a war, They are just  as necessary to the 
church’s work as laborers are to a construction company’s 
job. And the Bible so recognizes their responsibilities. 
Writing to members of the body of Christ living a t  Ephesus, 
Paul wrote: 

‘‘Put o n  the whole amour of God,  that y e  m a y  be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil ,  For we  
wrestle not against f l e sh  and b lood ,  but a ainst 
principalities, against powers, against the rufers of 
the darkness of this world, a ainst sptritual wicked- 
ness i n  high places.  Wherefore take  u n t o  y o u  the 
whole amour of God, that ye  may be able to with- 
stand in the evil day, and having done all,  to stand, 
Stand therefore, having your loins g i r t  about w i th  
truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
and your feet  shod with the reparcltion of the gospel 
of peace; above all, taking tRe shield of faith, where- 
with ye  shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvcltion, and the 
sword o f  the Spirit, which i s  the w o r d  of GodvP  
(Eph. 6:,!1-17), 

Any concept of Christianity that does  not  have each 
Christian a soldier in the Lord’s army is not a rrue-to-the- 
Bible concept. Oh so many today have the erroneous con- 
cept, and that accounts for the fact that so little is being 
accomplished compared to what c o d d  be accomplished 
with the actual participation of the great group now stored 
away in “moth-balls”. J e s u s  when here o n  ear th  sa id ,  
“Come,” to those who needed His help (Matt. 11:28). Now 
that He has gone back to heaven, He is saying, “Come,” 
through others. In this connection, Rev. 22:17 says: 

“And the Spirit and the bride s a y ,  Come.  A nd let 
him tha t  heareth s a  C ome. A nd l e t  h i m  that is  
athirst come, And  wkJsoever  will ,  l e t  him take the 
water of life freely,” 

T o  those of us who value the precedent of t he  early 
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church as an expression of what Christ would have the 
church always to be, there is a lesson in soul winning to 
be learned from the dispersed Jerusalem church. Persecu- 
tion, which arose following t h e  martyrdom o f  Stephen, 
scattered the Jerusalem congregation except the apostles 
(the preachers) (Acts 8:l). Now, notice what verse 4 of 
that  chapter s a y s  concerning these dispersed or scattered 
members: 

“And they  that were scattered a broad w e n t  every  
where preaching the word.” 

The plan of Christ includes personal work on the part 
ob the members, The love for unsaved people prompts that 
work. The will of Chridt demands it. If we would be Chris- 
tians, we have the matter already set t led for US as to 
whether we are going to be soul  winners. Yet, it is one 
of the most neglected fields of Christian living today. If 
you do not think so, stand back and watch how few do 
anything in the course of a week to win anybody to Christ. 
If you don’t think so, turn preacher and preach upon soul 
winning. People will show during the message and will 
tell their delinquency after the message is over. They will 
say: “There’s one place that I r e a l l y  fall down;” or, 
“Personal work has always been hard for me,” which is 
about tantamount to saying the person has not been doing 
it; or, “A sermon like that always convicts me;” or, “I’d 
like to  learn how to do personal work,” which again is a 
dead give away that the person has been doing nothing in 
that field for the Master, Seldom do I preach on that subject 
i n  revival meetings but what people come forward to  ask 
the prayers of the saints in their behalf and to seek per- 
sonal  counsel as to how to work for Christ, and thase who 
come are usually among the best members, T h i s  is re- 
vealing! 
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he has  failed to bring his own children to Christ, he has 
failed, Giving attention to everybody else  and their needs, 
he has neglected his own children and their needs. Parents 
who cannot get their children to attend all  the church ser- 
vices willingly are or have failed somewhere, and they are 
bound to have heart-ache after heart-ache over them. In our 
concern, then, for souls, let us not neglect the field that 
is so close to us--thst of our own children. 

B, Giving Relates To Evangelism. 

Someone has said, “Salvation is free,  b u t  it costs 
money to pipe it to others,” and it does, In the divine pro- 
gram, those lives that are se t  apart from earthly pursuits 
and vocational jobs to preach the gospel are to have their 
living provided: 

“Even s o  has the Lord ordained that  t h e y  which 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel” (1 Cor. 
9: 13). 

More than once with reference t o  those giving their 
lives to preaching and teaching does the Bible say: 

“The laborer is worthy o f  h i s  hire” (Luke  10:7; 
Matt. 1O:lO; I Tim. 5:17,18). 

In a l l  dispensations, men of God have brought their 
tithes and offerings to God, which in turn have been given 
t o  those who have devoted themselves to the special ser- 
vice of God to the extent that they did not have time t o  
provide their own 1 iving without neglecting the spiritual 
work they were doing. There are those who argue that God 
does not demand tithes and offerings today, and there are 
surely plenty of people who do not bring them. But, I Cor. 
9, Heb. 7, and other sections of t h e  Scripture make i t  
evident that God does expect us to be faithful in our tithes 
and offerings. 

Yes, if many preachers are failing to evangelize, and if Those who do not bring their finances in God’s way are 
many elders are failing to pastor, it is equally true that certainly guilty of hindering evangelism today, People who 
many members are failing to soul win. are earning good money feel relieved that their abilities 

may be lacking from the preaching standpoint, but  what 
about their financial abilities? Where men w ould steal 

In no way to detract from what has just been said and their lives from God’s service if they were so gifted, you 
surely in no way to ease the sting of those who have been can be reasonably sure that they wi l l  also steal financially 
failing to soul  win, we wish to  discuss a few additional from God. Yes, every merhber can help with the evangelistic 
things which also enter into the whole church’s work of program of the church by being a Bible giver, When one 
evangelism. In addition to preaching the gospel, shepherd- contributes his money, he is actually helping the church 
ing the church and developing the members into soul win- carry out its program of evangelism i f  the church is busy at 
tiers, and actually doing personal work, consider the fob the Lord’s program of evangelism. 
lowing as they relate to the salvation of souls. 

I I .  These Also Relate To Evangelism. 

C. Prayer Relates To Evangelism, 

Children reared right wil l  accept Christ as Savior. ‘In a pel (Eph. 6:18-20: Col. 4:3 ,4 ;  I1 The& 3:1,2; (2) Chris- 
sense,  this is long-range evangelism from the standpoint tians can pray for more laborers tg be raised up for the 
of the t ime  involved on the part of the parents, But, what  gospel harvest (Matt. 9:37,38); aad (3). Christians can pray 
could possibly be more rewarding? But, pareqts may be for those whom they are laboring to  win to Christ (Rom. 
disappointed in the outcome of their children religiously 1O:l). When we read the N e w  Testament story of early 
i f  they themselves do not put the church before everything evangelism, we notice that preaching the Word and praying 
else, i f  they do not show a consistent Christian life be- went right together (Acts 6:4). iWherever there is real evan- 
fore their children everyday, and if they do not exercise gelistic effort and a true compassion for the lost, I do not 
that carefulness so necessary in rearing them, believe that you can keep the workers from praying! Honest, - 

sincere prayer will lead-people to work for-the salvation of B care not how good a sermon a preacher may preach, if 



the lost, and laboring to win the lost will cause them to 
pray more and more, This is the universal experience of 
those now busy i n  the work of Christ, 

D. Living The Right Kind Of Life Relates To Evange. 
1 ism, 

There are a number of passages that show this eo be 
true, I Pet. 3:1,2 shows that wives may be instrumental in  
leading their husbands to Christ by the lives they live be- 
fore them. Il‘ this would be true of wives and husbands, the 
same thing would be true in other realms and relationships. 
In His Sermon on the Mount, J e s u s  showed that if His  
followers let their lights shine before men by doing good, 
i t  would have a spiritual effect upon others (Mart, 5;16), 
We do know that people form their opinion of Christianity 
by the lives of those who claim to be a part of it, and they 
make up their minds whether they want to be a part of it on 
the same biasis, The world watches the lives of those in the 
church very carefully. If their lives are good, it will have 
an effect upon the world for good, but i f  they are bad, it 
will be a direct barrier to evangelizing the lost. A person 
doesn’t work even one full d a y  in contacting people for 
Christ but what the inconsistent life of someone i n  the 
church is thrown up to him. It is no wonder that Paul said 
eo the Philippians to let their lives be only as i t  was be- 
coming to the gospel (Phil. 1:27). It is noteworthy that 
Paul  connected letting their lights shine with their holding 
forth the Word: 

‘gDo a l l  things without murmurings and disputings: 
that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in d e  midst of a crooked dnd 
perverse nation, among whom y e  shine as ;lights in 
the world holding forth the  word o f  l ife” (Phil. 
1 :14-16). 

The lives of the early converts met the approval of the 
onlookers, and that fact is connected i n  Acts 2:47 with the 
daily additions to the church: 

“Praising Cod, and having favour with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should 
be saved.” 

So, the good lives of the saints is an evangelistic fac- 
tor, and the importance of i t  cannot b e  overlooked nor 
ove r -e mphasieed. 

A s  we bring this study to a close, there are a number of 
thoughts that should be pointed out. Nothing is so dear to 
the heart of God as the winning of the lost, That is why 
He s e n t  J e sus  into the world, That is why He h a s  sen t  
forth the church with the orders found in  the  great com- 
mission. That is why He gave evangelists and  why He 
has called every Christian to b e  a s oul winner, There 
is a great need today for us to  pray for more evange- 
lists of the gospel to be raised up. There is a great need 
for evangelists to commit the Word to many more faithful 
men who wi l l  be able to teach others also, There is B great 
need for the elders to develop every member into a soul 
winner. There is surely a great need for the individual 
members to do the work committed to them and for the pre- 
vailing practice of letting one man (a preacher) do al l  the 
personal work and all the shepherding of the flock that 
gets done to be abandoned and .replaced by a whole church 

on f h  for God going forth to win the lost to their Christ, 
I f  our thoughts direct our lives-and they d n 4 w n  we can 
well t“l‘hit& on these things7*! 

The l o r  er 

I t 
I can think of no better way to begin this study than to 

ask you this question: “What d o  you think of the ]Lord’s 
supper?” While some have divergent thoughts about it and 
some unscripturalviews of it, one of the great tragedies 
is tha t  the average religious person h a s  110 particular 
thoughts or view concerning it. If sectarianisni has failed 
to instruct those who look to it for teaching, it has failed 
to give certainty of understanding on the subject under 
consideration. It is a subject enshrouded by both ignorance 
and mystery to far too many, Because they do not undee- 
stand i t  and suppose i t  to be too sacred to talk about, 
many never a sk  questioiis to become informed concerning 
it. 

I have long appreciated studying and preaching upon 
this subject, and to partake of it is a sacred privilege that 
I do not intend to neglect for anything else from now until 
the t ime  that I die or J e sus  comes (whichever happens 
first}. It is my intention to share with you the benefit of 
some of my studies upon this subject. 

1. The Importonce Of The Lord’s Supper I s  Seen In 
I ts  Symbolic Cammemm~rortic~rr. 

A .  God Is A God Who Commemomtes Great: Events 
With Observances And Memorials. 

That is a noteworthy fact concerning our God, After 
sparing the firstborn among the Hebrews w &en visiring 
the twelfth plague upon the Egyptians, God saw to i t  that 
His mercy upon them and His sparing of the firstborn be 
remembered f [om geueration t o  g eneration. H ence, the  
feast of Passover, For a discussion sE the Passover, you 
are referred to study 19 in this seeies, “The Three Great 
Jewish Feasts.” A pot of manna from the Wilderness Per- 
iod of Old Testament history was preserved in  the ark of 
the covenant so that all succerding grueeations might know 
of God’s daily goodness upon their forefathers. Aaron’s 
rod thae budded when a rebellion was made against his 
authority as the high priest of God was likewise placed 
in the ark of covenant a s  a reminder that God had chosen 
Aaron and his offspring to offer the sacrifices and perform 
the other priestly duties. When the Israelites crossed the 
Jordan River, God had twelve stones f rom the river bed 
where the priests stood who held the ark of the covenant 
erected on the western side of the Jordan so that in times 
to come when the children would ask  the meaning of those 



stones, the parents could tell them of God’s mighty hand 
which gave them entrance to the land of Canaan. Baptism, 
in  its form of immersion into and emersion from the water, 
not only has its all-important saving aspect, but it a l so  
has a symbolic function--that of depicting to the world the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus to a lost and dying 
world. 

B .  The Lord’s Supper Commemorates The Crucifixion. 

In I Cor. :11:23-26, we read: 

‘%or I have received of the Lord thut which a lso  I 
delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread: and when 
he had given thanks, he brake i t ,  and said, Take, 
eut; this i s  my body, which i s  broken for you: this 
do  in remembrance of me.  After the  same manner 
a lso  he took the cup, when he had su ed, saying, 
This cup i s  the new testament in my l%od: this do 
y e ,  as oft as y e  drink it, In remembrance of me. For 
as o ten as ye  eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do s i! ow the Lord% death till he come.” 

Three facts in the above quotation show that the Lord’s 
supper commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus: (1) Notice 
that He said, “This d e  i n  remembrance of me.’’ This 
could not be clearer, Christ who gave this ordinance had .  
i n  mind the commemorative element, T o  eat of the bread 
and drink of the cup without having the death of Jesus  in 
our minds is to partake of the Lord’s supper in an unworthy 
manner, which amounts to our being guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord (I Cor, 11;27). (2) Proof that the par- 
ticular thing that we are to remember about J e sus  when 
partaking is His crucifixion. This  is seen  from the fact 
that He  selected bread (emblematic of H i s  body) and the 
cup (emblematic of His  blood) a s  the elements of the 
Lord’s supper. In the above passage, H e  included the 
comment that these were involved in  H i s  death for our 
sins. (3) Jus t  a s  a monument proclaims important facts 
concerning the one whom it commemorates. so our spread- 
ing the table and partaking of the emblems proclaims week 
by week the death of Christ, This is also set forth in the 
above passage. 

Our subject is: “The Lord’s supper is Divinely Impor. 
tant.” I ask you this: Is the death of Ghtidt dv’rihely imd 
portant? And the answer comes bark irnmedirltelp: “Yes, 
for He died for our sins, and apart from thgt dearh, there 
could be no salvabiad.” Then, whatever J e s u s  Chosk tc, 
commemorate that death, atid w hatevetr p rac!gfars t h e  
death is not to be counted unimportaht by men. In bthbz 
wordsp what God has made important, let not man count, 
unimportant! 

Remembering His death and suffczings for us shduld 
renew our love for Christ each time that w e  pattake of it. 
Such communion with Him should tend to keep us from s i n  
and help us with power to live the overcoming life, And 
if  humility is an important virtue-and it is-=surely bowing 
humbly at the feet of Christ as  we partake of the bread and 
cup should take every vestige of proud and self-righteous- 
ness  out  of us. Such blessings that come into our lives 
through th i s  solemn commemoration a l s o  c ontribute t o  

- -- __ __  _ _  - ~ 

makelthe Lord’s supper divinely important. 

I I .  The Importance Of The Lord’s Supper Is Sean 
From Tho Standpoint Of Communion. 

A.  It. Is A Communian Of The Body And Blood Of Christ. 

I Cor. 10:16 says: 

“The cup of blessing which we bless (referring to 
the Lord’s supper), i s  i t  not the communion of the 
blood of Christ? The bread which we brake, i s  i t  nob 
the communion of the body of Christ?” 

This verse plainly shbws that the Lord’s supper is a 
communion of the body and blood of Jesus. I t  is a com- 
memoration yes, but it is not confined to the commemora- 
tive aspect. In the Lord’s supper, one communes, shares 
in, partakes of, fellowships with and in the body and bIood 
of Jesus. This is the plain teaching of I Cor. 10:16, and I 
am neither able nor desirous of denying it. This is one ob 
the reasons why I don’t want to m i s s  the Lord’s supper a t  
anytime. This is one of the reasons why it is dangerous 
to partake of the Lord’s supper in  an unworthy manner. 
Some may contend that there i s  absolutely no connection 
between the Lord’s supper and the forgiveness of sins 
and salvation, but the Bible does not uphold that idea, The 
Bible shows that the Lord’s supper brings us again and 
again in contact with the blood of Christ, and what do we 
receive througb the blood of Christ but the forgiveness of 
s ins  and salvation? If we may rightly show from Rom. 6:3 
that a sinner contacts the blood of Christ in baptism be- 
cause he is baptized into Christ’s death (where His  blood 
was shed), then we can surely show that a Christian en- 
joys contact with the blood of Christ through the Lord’s 
supper, for i t  is a communion of the body and the blood 
of Christ. 

While there are those who deny thar John 6:53,54 has 
atlything to do with the Lord’s supper, I do not see how 
language coclId be much clearer, Notice that passage: 

‘gThen Jesus said unto them, Verily verily, I say  
unto you, Exce t ye  eat the flesh of the Son D mm, 
and drink his  !load, y e  hove no l i  L‘ in you. bhoso  

l i fe ;  and I will paise him hp at the last  day.” 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my b f ood, h a d  erernol 

Ih the above passagh, Jesus  calks about people eating 
Bis f lesh and drr’nklbg His b h d .  T h i s  is exuc8y the 
languigk of the Lord’s $upper: 

If one doesn’t eat  the flesh of the Son crf maq and dtink 
His blood in the Lnrd’k ~ p p k t ,  then he dever doea. But, 
al l  who would have life must do that according to Jesus’ 
teaching i n  fohn 6:$3. I do not believe that the Lord’s 
supper alone bririgs temlssion 6f a Chiecirtn’s sins ah% 
more rhan ‘baptikm alone blrinejb remission of an alien sim 
ner’s sins, yet I do not believe that a Christian has the 
forgiveness of his sins without the Lord’s supper any more 
than I believe a sinner has the remission of his sins with- 
out baptism! Brethren, this is safe ground to take, for it is 
Biblical ground! Thar’s why people should not minimize the 
importance of the Lord’s supper. That’s why they should 
always be present for it. That’s why they should partake 
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i n  a self-examining, confessing, penitent, Christ-remember- 
ing way. 

Has the devil attacked the ordinance of baptism? Indeed, 
he has, He wants to keep unsuspecting sinners away from 
the blood of baptism ta be found when one is baptized, 
Has the devil attacked the ordinance of the Lord’s supper? 
Indeed, he has. He wants to keep those who have ptarted 
out to be God’s people away from the blood of Christ shed 
for their sins, We could expect the devil  to fight both 
baptism and the Lord’s supper, and he has done it through 
the years. D enominationalism belittles baptism, k e e p s  
people ignorant of the Bible teaching concerning it, and 
rnisteaches it, and it is equa ly  clear that denominationa- 
lism has pot given the Lord’s supper the place that i t  had 
in  the early church. 

Yes, the Lord’s supper is divinely important. 

B, It Is A Communion With Christ Himself. 

In Matt. 2 6 2 9 ,  Jesus said: 

‘ 9 u t  I s a y  unto you, I will not drink henceforth of 
this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new wizh you in my Father’s kingdom,” 

Jesus was present with His disciples when He insti- 
tuted the Lord’s supper, He took His own cup from which 
He had drunk during the supper and told them all to drink 
of it. No doubt, the bread was likewise. l o  other wotds, 
both they and He had eaten and drunk of the bread and the 
cup upon that occasion. But, He said He would not do this 
with them any mote until it beceme fulfilled in the kingdom. 
It became fulfilled in the kingdom in the ordinance of the 
Lord’s supper, Notice from the above passage that whea 
it became fulfilled in the kingdom, Je sus  would be there 
with His followers drinking with them, This  is why it is 
so often referred to as “communion”, I t  is a personal 
communion with Je sus  as we go to Him and He comes to 
us and we commune together as Redeemer and redeemed, 
The fact that all  who love Christ want the closest  poss- 
ible walk with Him and communion with Him argues for 
the importance of the Lord’s supper that brings u s  into 
spiritual communion with Him. 

111. The Importance Of The Lord’s Supper I s  Seen 
I n  The Great Place It Occupier In The Biblo. 

A .  G‘ortsider Luke 22:29,30. 

Jesus speaking, that passage reads: 

“1 appoint unto you a kingdom, u6 my Father hath 
ap ointed unto me; that y e  may sat and drink at my 
tahe  in my kingdom, and s i t  on twelve thrones. judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

Here we have three things: (1) the kingdom, the church; 
( 2 )  the apostles exercising apostolic authority over that 
kingdom, which is going on right now; and (3) there would 
be a table in Christ’s kingdom where they would eat  and 
drink. What table would that be? The  Lord’s table, of 
course. When Jesus said He was appointing them a king- 
dom where they would get to eat  and drink at His table, 
does it  not suggest itself to your mind that the Lord’s 
supper must have been much more important  (and to be 

observed with a good bit more frequency) than it is now 
considered by many people? Had Jesus  said,  rcI appoint; 
unm you a kingdom thqt ye may preach in my kingdom,” 
or, “I appoint unto you a kingdom that ye may pray in my 
kingdom,,’ we would have understood tha t  preaching or 
praying would be important, Well, when Je sus  said He was 
appointing unto them a kingdom that they might eat m d  
drink at His table in His kingdom, let u s  conclude as  we 
should that the Lord’s supper is divinely important1 

B .  Consider Its Prefigurement B y  The Table Of Shew- 
bread. 

According to Heb. 9, the Old Testament taberpacle pre- 
figured the religian of Christ, The holy of holies was a 
type of heaven--the place into which the high priest went 
for atonement. The holy place was the place in which the 
common priests served day by day, and since we Chris- 
tians are the priesthood under Christ (our high priest), the 
holy place was a type of the church in which we now serve, 
This position is held generally among Bible students. 
As you possibly recall, there were but three pieces of 
furniture in the holy place of the tabernacle: (1) the table 
of shewbread, ( 2 )  the altar of incense, and ( 3 )  the golden 
candlestick. There is little doubt in anybody’s mind but 
what the table of shewbread prefigured the Lord’s supper. 
If that be true, who can say that the Lord’s supper is not 
divinely important when it was one of t h e  three things 
prefigured about all of Christianity? 

C. Consider Acts  2:42, 
That verse which describes the earliest  activities of 

the first converts in this dispensation reads: 

“They continued steadfustly in the a p o s d e s v  doc- 
trine und fellowship, and in breaking of bread, nnd 
in prayers.)’ 

This verse says the early converts continued stead- 
fastly in four things: (1) the apostles’ doctrine, ( 2 )  fellow- 
ship, ( 3 )  the breaking of bread, and ( 4 )  prayers. Is  preach- 
important? Is fellowship? Is prayer? Well, then so is the 
breaking of bread (the Lord’s supper), But, Sunday after 
Sunday, Protestant bodies come together and have preach- 
ing, lellowship, and prayer, but only once a month or once 
a quarter or once a year do they break bread (some do it 
with one frequency, and some with another frequency). 
But, the point is, they do not give the Lord’s suppet the 
important place in their programs that the early church did. 
When I read the Lord’s supper cas t  right alongside preach- 
ing, fellowship and prayer i n  Acts  2 : 4 2 ,  I am made to 
realize that the Lord’s supper is divinely important. 

D, Consider Acts 20:7. 
Paul had been in Troas for several days, What he did 

on the days preceding the first day of the week, w e  are 
not told. But, he met a i th  the brethren upon the first day 
of the week, for i t  was upon that day that they customarily 
assembled for the breaking of bread, While thus congre- 
gated, he took the opportunity to preach to them. Lis ten 
to that passage: 

“Upon the first day of the week,  when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them,” 



Grammatically speaking, the main clause of that verse 
s a y s  that Paul preached unto them on the first  day of the 
week. The dependent or subordinate clause of that verse 
is thrown in to tell u s  something about the first day of the 
week. what does it tell us about that day? That the dis-  
c iples  came together upon that day of the week to break 
bread! And to this, all the history (both secular and ecce- 
siastical) of the first century and first centuries of Chris- 
tianity agree that the early church came together to  par- 
take of the Lord’s supper every Lord’s day. But, I would 
have you notice that Acts 20:7 does not s ay  that the dis- 
ciples came together QII that day to hear Paul  preach, but 
t o  break bread, and since he w a s  present, they had him 
preach. Grammatically, the language of Acts 20:7 demands 
that we accept the fact that the central purpose of their 
Lord’s day assembly was to break bread. 

Seveeal years ago, a sectarian preacher called at the 
place where an evangelist was staying while in town con- 
ducting a revival meeting. He went over i n  a n  attitude of 
beligerance to contend with the evangelist for  some of 
the things Le wm reaching. Being a stocky-built man, 
he rapped vigorously on the door of  t he  house trailer. 
Calmly, the evangelist came to the door. With robust feel- 
ing, the caller identified himself. Undisturbed, the evan- 
gel is t  said, PPFine,  come ri8ht on in.” Before the caller 
could start anything, the evangelist asked him how often 
they took up the offering. “Every week,” the calling 
preacher replied. “And how often do you have the Lord’s 

the evangelist asked. “Once a month,” he said. 
s‘Why do you take up the offering every week, but serve 
the Lord’s supper only once a month?’’ he continued, The 
caller had been using I Cor. 1 6 2  for his authority for 
weekly offering, but w a s  disregarding Ac t s  20:7 which 
teaches weekly communion. With this beginning, the evan- 
gelise continued to show his caller many other things from 
ehe Bible, which resulted i n  the caller abandoning his 
sectarian ministry and lining up with the evangelist whom 
he had come to work over. 

Here is a statement I wanr you to  get. Hear it. Exa- 
mine it, Check to see i f  it is correct. You will find that it 
is. Here it is: There is not one Scripture that argues for a 
weekly gathering of the church that does not a l s o  argue 
for m weekly observance of the Lord’s supper. W e  know 
thae the early church did gather every week. History a- 
bounds with references to  that  fact. Two passages  of 
Scripture indicate it: Acts 20:7 and I Cor. 16:2. But, troth 
of them show that the Lord’s supper w a s  served every 
E o r d @ ~  day. If Acts 20:7 argues for church attendance, it 
surely argues for observing the Lord’s supper when assem- 
bled. 1 Cor. t6:2 shows ehae the Corinthian church c a u e  
together upon the first day of the week, and I Cor. 11 
shows that they came together to observe the. Lord’s sup- 
per, though the way they had perverted it, it was hardly 
right to call it the Lord’s supper. Paul, in that chapter, 
sec about to tell them again how fo observe the Lord’s 
supper, and he closed by telling them when they came to- 
gether to eat what to  do. Remember that there are only 
two passages that bear directly upon the matter of weekly 
assembly, but both of them argue for weekly comniunion. 

There are so many things that can be said upon the 
subject of the Lord’s supper, but I believe we have pre- 
sented enough to prove our proposition; namely, that the 
Lord’s supper is divinely inupoetant. Let us then value the 
Lord’s, supper, Let us be presene each week for it. Le t  us 
partake of it in a worthy manner. And let  us receive the 
blessings through it that Christ intended for us to receive 
when He instituted it. 

I hope you will find this one of the most profitable 
studies in this entife series. If it isn’t, it isn’t the sub- 
ject’s fault, for it is a wonderful subject. It is a subject 
that should be dear to the heart of every saint, and it is 
one with which the pages of the Bible abound. May the 
Lord bless the study to your heart and life, Stop and pray 
for a blessing from the study ahead before proceeding. 

L e t  us first of all clear the ground by distinguishing 
between praise and prayer. Roth are utterances of the lips, 
but praise of the Lord may be directed to the people a s  
wel l  as to God while prayer is directed to God alone. Fur- 
thermore, praise is speaking of the goodness of the Lord 
while prayer is petitioning God for our needs. In praise, we 
either thank the Lord or speak of His goodness upon us to 
our fellowmen. In prayer, we calf upon the name of the Lord 
for the things we desire of Him. Praise and prayer rightly 
go together, and while they are to be distinguished from 
each other, they are not to be separated, We should call 
upon God in prayerp but we should express our thanksgiving 
to Him while doing it: 

“In everything b y  prayer a n d  s u p  lication W I T H  
THANKSGIVING let  yovr requests f e  made known 
unto God0@ (Phil. &6). 

I. A &nrrideration Of Praise. 

A .  The Bible Shows That A l l  Blessings Come From God. 
Since the goodness of God is the foundation for praising 

God, let us notice what the Bible says about the source of 
our blessings. J as. 1: 17 says: 

“Eveqr good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cdmeth down from the Father of lights.” 

IQ harmony with this verse, the Doxology begins: “Praise 
God from w h m  all blessings flow. Another well known 
song speaks of God a s  ‘*Thou fount of every blessing”, 
and truly, He I s !  

B .  God Has Been Veiy  Good To Mankind. 

It is wicked for people eo talk a s  if they were not blese. 
God has not dealt with us according to our deservings, 
God loves, though His love is not always recognized and 
returned. God blesses materially and with the privilege of 
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salvation even though men do not deserve such treatment: 

‘tHe maketh his  sun to  rise on ?he evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the juat and on the unfusl;“ 
(Matt, 5:45), 

Psa ,  33:5 says:  

people, For the Lord i s  great, and greatly to be praisg 
ed: he i s  to be feared above a11 gods, For al l  the 

ods of the nations are idols: but the Lord made the 
feavens.  Honour and majesty are before him: strength 
and beauty are in  his  sanctuary. Give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto h is  name: bring an offering, and 
come into his courts, 0 worship the Lord in  the beau- 
t y  o f  holiness: /ear before him, all the earthfv ( r s a .  
96:1-9), 

“The earth i s  full of the goodness of the  Lord.” 

Truly, it is ,  Everywhere we cast our eyes, we  behold the- NO less than four times i n  the single chapter of Psa. 
goodness of God in Some way in  behalf of man- Every day 
is another day of many blessings from Him. Psa ,  @:19 
says: 

“Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth US with 
benefits, even the God of our salvation,“ 

107 do we read these touching words of exclamatioru: 

‘‘0h that men would praise the Lord for h is  goodness, 
and for  his wonderful works to the children of men!vP 
(vetses  8, 15, 21, and 31). 

An Old Testament prophecy that looked toward the earth- 
life of Jesus showed that He would not neglect praisingthe 
Father: 

‘$I will declore thy name unto my brethren: i n  the 
midst of the congregation will I praise theePv (Psa,  
22:22 and Heb, 2:12/, 

Again, the Psalmist said: 

W n n y ,  0 Lord my God, are thy wonderful works 
which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to 
us-ward: they cannot be reokoned U P  in  crder unto 
thee: i f would declare and spea6 of them, they are 
more d!an can be numbered.” 

Tbe Psalmist also said: 
C, Man Should Be Thankful For A l l  These Blessings.  

God has a right to expect man to recognize Him as the 
I ‘ I  will remember the works of the Lord: surely I will 
remember thy wonders of old, I will meditate also of 
all thy work, and talk of thy  doings” (Psa. 77:11,22). mwce of his blessings. Psa. 29:2 says: 

“Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name.” We have a song that says:  9 fPra ise  Him, praise Him, 
Je sus  our blessed redeemer, Sing, 0 earth, H i s  wonderful 

His excellent greatness.” This  is exactly what the apos- 

Yes, it is due Him! When David &Ought of the goodness love procl&m,?t And the words of the go: t r ~ ~ l l  of 
of God upon him, he said: 

IgBless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that i s  within 
me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 m ‘soul, 

iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; w h o  re= 
deemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindness and tender mercies; who satis- 
f ie& thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth 
i s  renewed like the eagle!s” (Psa. 103:l-5). 

ties were doing on the day of Pentecost  when they con- 
founded the multitudes with their speaking in so many dif- 
ferent languages: 

“We do hear them speak i n  our tongues the wonder- 
ful works of God” (Acts 2:l l ) .  

and forget not all his benefits: who forgiveth a K 1 thine 

These are the words of the confounded multitude, 

Man,s giatitude to God can be expressed in a Paul  after bidding the Colossian Christians to let the of 
miseries 

in  which they were found, Paul and Silas sang praises to 
God in the darkness of the midnight hour in  that old jail 

peace of God rule in their hearts, added this brief but mean- ways, It can be done by singing, In spite of 
ingful instruction: 

“And be Ye thankful” ICol. 3:15). 
. I  

People sing, “God bless America.” This He has sure- 
l y  done, but it is time that many living in America turn to 
Him and thank Him for all the blessings that He has given. 
so many today are like nine*tenths of that group of lepers 
whom Jesus  healed! Nine of the ten healed did not return 
t o  give God the glory (Luke 17:12*18). The blessings of 
God are to be received with thanksgiving (I  Tim.  4:4)-- 
not just received! 

D, Our ThdnLfiLlness Should Be Expressed, 

A dog will many times bark for his food. When he sees 
you bringing it, he will frisk wound, showing how glad he 
is to see you. As you pour the food into his pan, he will 
stand there wagging his tail i n  appreciation, And he will 
be very faithful to you, doing whatever he can for you. For 
a l l  the blessings that God gives us, we should do more 
than partake of them--we should express our thankfulness 
for them: 

‘*O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, 
all the earth. Sing unto the Lord, bless his  name; 
shew forth his  salvation from day to day. Declare his 
glory among the heathen, his wonders among all the 

i n  Philippi (Acts 16:25). So, one can praise God in  song. 
But, man can also express his  thankfulness by telling Gad 
#.bout it, Heb. 13~15 says that we should offer the sacrifice 
of praise to God continually and explains by saying that it  
is talking about the fruit of our l ips  that r ises  in thanksgive 
ing t o  His  holy name, I n  every prayer w e  prays inter- 
sperse statements of thanksgiving to God, But, we also ex- 
press our praise of God by ,praising Him to our fellowmen, 
Psa ,  1 0 7 2  says that the redeemed of the Lord should say  
so. We should not be ashamed to speak for Christ, There is 
a song i n  the Stamps-Baxter hymnal that says: caI’m not 
ashamed to owe that Jesus came and died on Calvary, That 
by his blessed, free atonement We prepared a way far me; 
And fixed it so that I from bondage might be free, 0 praise 
the Lord, I’m not ashamed,” And the chorus reads: trI’m not 
ashamed to speak for Jesus;  I’m not ashamed to praise His 
name: I’m not ashamed to own His blessings. 0 praise the 
Lord, I’m not ashamed.’7 And we had better not be ashamed 
of Him either1 But, let us not overlook the fact that we can 
show our gratitude through the l ives that we l ive and the 
deeds of devotion that we do, Luke 7 tells us of a woman 
who washed Tesus’ feet with her tears, dried them with her 



hair, kissed them, and anointed them with ointment, Why 
did she  do that? Because she w a s  grateful for Christ’s 
mercy upoii her many sins. This was an act of devotion 
upon her part. It goes to show again that i f  w e  are grateful, 
w e  will show it as well as talk it. 

II. A Consideration Of Prayer. 

A ,  Prayer Is Not Limited To New Testament Times. 
In Old Testament times, they had no Lord’s supper nor 

did they have baptism, But, they did have prayer. David 
and Daniel were both great men of prayer. The praying of 
Elijah is recalled, and Hannah is famous for her prayer for 
a son. Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the men of 
God of the Old Testament were men of prayer. We can  pro- 
fitably study their l ives with reference to prayer and be 
taught better how to pray, why pray, end the assurances 
that God will answer prayer. 

B. .Prayer Is Based Upon Man’s Need And The Goo& 
ness  of God To Supply That Need, 

Man is not as independent as h e  may a c t  a t  times, 
Though it is in  God that we live and move and have OW 

being (Acts 17:28), you would not think so by observing the 
way many go along without acknowledging Him i n  their 
lives. Men may sometimes act like they owned the whole 
world when ehe truth of the matter is they brought nothing 
when they c i l lm~  into the world, and they will carry nothing 
out when they depart, Man does have needs.. “I need Thee 
ev’rry hour” is so true, This is one part of the foundation 
of prayer, But, what good would i t  do to pray even out of a 
desperate feeling of need if God was not good to hear and 
to answer! Would we be  heard for o w  much speaking? 
Would words to a heartless God help? Butp God is good, and 
He has promised eo answer the believing prayers of His 
children: 

5 i A ~ k s  a id  it shall be given you; seek and y e  shall 
f ind; knock, and i t  shall be opened unto YOU: for every 
one that asketh rsceiveth; and h e  that seeketh find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or 
whet man is there of you, whom if h i s  son ask bread, 
will  he give him a stone? or if he ask a j ish,  will he 
give him a serpent? If ye  then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father which i s  in  heaven give good things 
to them that ask him? (Matt. 7:7-111. 

Other wonderful promises concerning prayer are: 
‘6Whatsoever we ask,  we receive of him because we 
keep h is  commandments, and do those d i n  s that are 
pleasing i n  his sights3 (1 John 3:22); “ T f i s  is the 
confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any 
thing accbrding to his will, he heareth US: and i f  we 
know that h e  hear us ,  whatsoever we ask. we know 
that w e  have the petitions that we desired of him” 
(I John 5:14,15); “If ye abide i n  me, and my words 
abide i n  you, y e  shall ask what ye  will, and i t  shall 
be done unto youss (John 1 3 7 1  

C, Prayer Should Be A Part Of Every Day Of Life, 

David took t ime to pray. Psa. 5917 says: 

“Evening, and mornings and at noon, will I pray.” 

Daniel did likewise. You will  remember how his enemies 
conspired agalnst him by getting the king to sign a decree 
that no person should petition any person or god for thirty 

days except the king himself. What did Daniel do? He pro- 
ceed with life as usual, praying three times a day: 

“When Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his  house; and his windows being openin 
his chamber toward I e ~ s a l e m ,  he kneeled upoh his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, AS H E  DID AFOREII‘IMEs’ (Dan. 
6: 10). 

Some people might have quit praying when such a de- 
cree w a s  signed, Others who had not been faithful in pray- 
ing previously might have even dared to pray to prove their 
loyalty to God, But, the Scripture says that Daniel went 
right ahead praying three times a day “as h e  did afore- 
time”. In other words, the decree had not affected him one 
way or another. It is said of the early church that the mem- 
bers continued steadfastly in prayer (Acts 242) .  Christians 
are exhorted to pray without ceasing (I Thess. 5:17), to  
continue instant in prayer (Rom. 12:12), and to pray al- 
ways (Eph. 6:lB). Jesus taught His disciples to pray for 
their tklaily’’--not “weekly”, not e ‘monthly*’--bread (Matt. 
6:11). And by the time that one prays the life of prayer 
set forth in the Bible-not only for himself, but for rulers, 
for evangelists of the gospel, for more laborers to  be 
raised up, for the lost, for brethren in Christ, and for ene- 
mies-it must be something that he work into every day of 
his life, or he will not carry out the Bible instructions with 
reference to prayer. Many today are failing in  prayer be- 
cause they do not make prayer a part of their daily lives. 
Prayer is a great divider, I t  draws a line between those 
who are really Christians and those who aren’t. A person 
may attend church services without being a Christian, but 
if he isn’t trying earnestly to serve the Lord, he won’t 
Pray! 

D. J a s .  5:16 Is A Good Digest Of God’s Promises W i d  
Reference To Prayer. 

That verse reads: 
“The e f fec tug  fervent prayer o f  a righteous man 
availeth much. 

Notice several things: 

the righteous. man’s prayer. 
( 1 )  God has not pramised to answer eveybodyrs  prayer - lus t  

This is taught elsewhere in the Bible also. I Pet,  3:12 
says: 

“For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and 
his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of 
t i e  Lord is against them that do evil.” 

P s a  66:lB says: 

“If I regard iniquity in  my heart, the Lord will  not 
hear me.’’ 

Isa. 59:1,2 says: 

“Behold the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it ran- 
not save; neither i s  his  ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 
but your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, anb your sins haue hid his  face from you, 
that he will not hear.” 

( 2 )  God has not promlsed to answer ovary pmyer--(ust the  

J e s u s  prayed earnestly (Luke 22:44). So did Elijah 

fervent  prayea 



137 
(Jas,  5;17). So did Epaphras (Col. 4:12), So did Hannah 
(I Sam. 1:10), And so should we. Fervent prayer is sin- 
cere prayer, It is that which arises out of the heart. I t  is 
that which God is pleased to answer. I t  is that which He 
knows represents our sincere desires. That is the kind of 
prayer He has promised to answer. 

(3) God has not promlsed that pruyer will do ovoyfhing-Ho 

And it will! Read the  Bible record of men who prayed. 
See the wonderful results of prayer. Consider the fact that 
we do not have many things because we have not asked 
for them (Jas. 4: 2). Prayer wiIl not do everything-evea as 
baptisms will not do everything. But, i t  is essential-even 
as baptism is. No one can be well pleasing to God who 
does not believe that God is a rewarder of them who dili- 
gently seek Him (Heb. 11:6), and if we beIieve God re- 
wards such, we are going to be found among that number 
who diligently seeks Him in prayer1 Prayer availeth much! 

said it w l l l  wall much. 

E ,  Prayer Should Bring U s  Joy. 

Jesus said to His disciples: 

“Ask, and ye shall receive,  that your joy may be 
full” (John 16:24). 

What a joy it is to take our loved ones to the Lord in  
prayer! What a joy it is to remember those in prayer from 
whom we may be separated by many hundreds of miles! 
What a joy i t  is to go to God i n  prayer, believing that we 
shall receive the things we ask of Him! People enjoy sit- 
ting down with a Sears and Roebuck catalog picking out 
what they want,  ‘illing out the order blank, and maiIing i t  
in.  Why? Because they expect the order to be filled. In the 
same way, it is a joy to express our desires to God in 
prayer with the assurance that they ai11 be granted if they 
ought to be. The song writer bas called the time of prayer 
“swee t  hour of prayer”, Another song joins in pointing out 
the JOY of prayer: “Oh the pure delight of a single hour 
that before Thy throne I spend!” And truly i t  is a joy. 
Another song writer has stated it like this: “ 0  how pray- 
ing rests the weary! Prayer will change the night to day. 
So, when life seems dark and dreary, don’t forget to pray.” 

F .  Jesus Has Set Us A Fine Example Of Pmyer. 

God was pleased with everything Jesus  did. And He 
mil su rdy  be pleased with us if we do as He did. Prayer 
is no exception. He prayed, and so are we to pray, He se-  
cluded Himself from the multitude (and even from H i s  dis- 
ciples) in order to pray (Matt. 14:22.23), and so should we 
(Matt. 616). A full run-down of the gospel records would 
reveal the great place that ptayer played i n  the life of 
Je sus  and what prayer meant to Him, and if the record of 
our lives were made known to the people, it should show 
the same things of us who are Christians, 

It is truly hard to find a quitting place when discussing 
ehe subjects of praise and prayer, But, let us say  briefly, 
but emphatically, in  closing: let us all do more of both. 
We should! We need tol And God wi l l  bless us if we will! 

Love 

Christianity‘s 

Character i 
is surely Christianity’s distinguishing charac- 

teristic, Remove from the Bible the fact  of God’s love for 
US, and there would be no Old Testament recording God’s 
dealings with and working through a chosen people to 
bring a Savior into the world. Remove the idea that Chris- 
tians are to love one another and a lost, unevangelized 
world as well as God, and there would be no New Testa- 
ment outlining the various items of Christian living, tor 
without love, theywould not be carried out. The importance 
of love, then, is very evident, 

But, our title suggests that love is a distinguishing 
characteristic of Christianity, and i t  is, A11 the other 
religions of the world seemingly knew only of a wrathful, 
vengeful God, who did not love them, but who might be 
appeased by their various sacrifices-sometimes even us- 
ing their children as sacrifices. Christianity does not 
destroy the idea of a wrathful, vengeful God, but it does 
show that He is such E God only to those who refuse to 
obey and serve Him, and going beyond that single notion 
about God, Christianity revealed another side of God-that 
of love for lost, fallen mankind, who delights in  mercy, 
While it is true that some of those polytheistic religions 
included a godof love i n  their many gods, he was more of 
a god of sensual lust than anything else. If we might sa 
say, he was more teMollywood” than qcholy”, Furthermore, 
Christianity came into a cruel world of torturings, hatred, 
distrust, selfishness, and war, and taught a different stan- 
dard-that of love for each other. Though Chrisciaaity has 
not triumphed over every attitude and sin i n  people’s lives, 
wherever Christianity has  gone, civilization has  become 
the by-product among even those who have not personally 
accepted t h e  Lord Je sus  Christ .  Relatively speaking, 
savagery and cruelties have disappeared in  civilized lands. 
Love for the other p erson removes s elfishness, B nd 
being loved by another truly causes  us to teust him. Surely, 
if the love of God were in  men’s hearts, there could be no 
such thing as war disgracing the world, for i f  men loved 
their neighbors as themselves, they could not start  a war 
against them, and if they did, if those whom they opposed 
loved their enemies, they wouldn’t fight back, Confuscius 
might have said, “Donlt do unto others what you would not 
have them do to you,” but it took Christ to give the higher 
law-the new commandment of an  active, fervent, sincere 
love that would do unto others as  we would have them do 
to us (Matt, 7:12), a love that would lay down our lives for 
others (John 15:12,13). Jesus  could truly s a y  that H i s  
followers would be known by the great love that they 
would show for each other (John 13:35). I t  has been re- 



corded for us in profane history of the f i r s t  century of 
Christianity concerning the Christians’ love for each other: 
“Behold, Row they love one amther!” 

Surely, Christianity w a s  unique in  its teachings of 
loving even One’s enemies. Revenge and retaliation were 
all  ehr was known until Jesus came. Jesus taught to love 
one’s enemies (Matt, 5:44). This i s  st i l l  h a d  for many to 
grasp and accept, bu t  Christ taught it, and those who 
follow Him practice it. Wherever this  has been practiced, 
those beholding it have been astonished. The Romans, 
who so bitterly persecuted and martyred the early Chris- 
tians, could not understmd why Christians accepted their 
tortwings and martyrdoms without retaliations. This de. 
votion to their Master and their strict obedience to His  
teachings were in time goidg to make inroads into Rome 
that preaching alone never did. 

Love is a great subject, but like all other subjects, 
it has received i t s  share of abuse. Some preachers and 
people do nothing but “mouth” love a l l  the time. They 
make i t  an insipid, sissified sounding thing that it  has 
little appeal and no power in it. Some interpret love as 
meaning compromise. They never oppose anything or any- 
body no matter how evil under the guise of love. But, such 
is not love, according to the Bible, By tolerating every 
kind of falsehood in  the name of religion and soft-pedal- 
ing concerning every s i n  of man, ehey think they really 
love people. But, according KO the Bible, that is not love. 
Love rejoices in the truth; love rejoices not in iniquity 
( I  Cor. 13:6), Bible love stands for the way of God and 
opposes every f a l se  way ( P s a ,  119: 127,128). Their 
misconception of love is noticed in their criticism of gos- 
pel preachers as having no love in their hearts for their 
forthright preaching of God’s Word. But, one Bible charac- 
teeistic O K  virtue i s  not at war or variance with another 
Bible chaeacteristic. Preaching the Word is not a violation 
of  true love, for God has commanded both the preaching 
and love, We speak the truth i n  love (Eph. 4:15). In con- 
trast to those who are forever mouthing love, there are 
some who do not preach on love and a s  a result do not 
get people to love God nor one another. 

Without, then, any further introductory remarks, let us 
go directly to the Bible study of the subject of love, not 
that we can consider everything the Bible says about it, 
but that we might have a fuller grasp of the subject and 
be better prepared to increase that virtue within our hearts. 

1. There Ps God’s Love For The Human Race. 

A ,  The Bible Affirms It Many Times-Especially With 

Let  us notice just a few: 

Reference To His Sending Christ To Die For Us, 

“For God SO loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

“Hereby perceive we the love of Cod, because he 
laid down his life for us” (1 John 3:16). 

“Christ also loved h e  church, and gave himself for 
it’’ (Eph. 5:25). 

B .  H i s  Love For The Human Race Was A Love For 

Sinners, Rebels, hnemtes. 

I John 4:lO says: 
When God loved us, it was not because we loved Him. 

“Herein i s  lover not that we loved Cod, but that he 
loved usr and sent his Son to be the propitiation foi 
our sins.” 

Yes, today as Christians, we love Him, but let us  not 
forger: 

“He first loved W” (I John 4:19), 

It  was  people who were dead i n  trespasses and s i n s  
that God loved (Eph. 21). It was people who had sinned 
and come short of the glory of God that God loved (Rom. 
3:23). It was a hdd=out for rebels, this earth into which 
Jesus came and who was  bated by them because of his 
exposing their wickedness (John 7:7). It  was  for enemies 
of God that Jesus died upon Calvary (Rom. 5:lO). 

11. There Is Man’s Love For God Also Taught In  
The Bible, 

A .  Man Once Sold Out To Sin Is Now T o  Love God 
With His Whole Being, 

Conversion is one of the great doctrines af Christianity, 
I t  is a subject that takes into consideration both man’s 
wickedness and h is  guilt. I t  is a subject rooted in the 
mercy of God to foigive and the love of God to lead to re- 
pentance. I t  is a subject that involves an entering a new 
life as a new creature. We know man’s past-sold out eo 
sin and selfishness. What is life now that he is conderted? 
He is to love God. Mark 1230 says: 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all 1 soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strengtl” 

B .  Man’s Love For God lnvolves .Loving The Truth Of 
God. 

Some want only a religion of doing. But, Christianity 
involves a Belief of the truth as much as it doer a peac- 
tice of righteousness. I1 Thess. 2:lO-12 covldernhs those 
who do not love and believe the truth. He who loves God 
can join the Psalmist in  saying: 

“0 how love 1 thy law!” (Psa, 119:97). 

If you do not love the preaching of God’s Word. 9 1 ‘f YOU 

want preachidg done on a milder plane; if  the Bible is un- 
attractive and boring to you, you might well question your 
love for God, 

C, Man’s Love For God Likewise lnvolves Obediericr 
And Service To God. 

‘Whoso keeperh his word, in him verily i s  the love o j  
God perfected” ( I  John 2:s). 

Love and obedience are connected together as is; t w  c!~. 
as the giving of the Ten Commandments. !ti, cbrnrnenting 
on one of the commandments, God said that He was a me;- 
ciful God to those who loved Him and kept His command- 
ments (Exo.  20:6). The disciples claimed to love Jesus. 
H e  challenged their love in  the following words: 

‘ ( I f  ye love me, keep my commandments”(John 14:lS). 



Each time that Peter stated his lore for Jesus, He gave 
him work to do (John 21:1$*17$, How else  could He love 
God with his “strength” t b n  to do somethidg for God? 
You recall, do you not, that man is to love God with his 
strength as wvll  BS his mind or heart? How meaningless, 
bow formal, how unecue must people’s songs both appear 
and be when they sing: “Oh, how I love Jesus,” but do 
not live for Him not serve Him, Thus, if a person claim- 
ing to be a Christian is not a generous giver, a thorough 
church worker for Christ, B real all-around servant of God, 
there i s  something wrong with his love, If he finds it mot 
in h i s  heart to carry out the commandments 06 the Lord, 
lave I s  surely lacking. 

D ,  Man’s Love For God Also  Iwvotves His Love For 
Righ teo u m  em. 

The child of God is addressed BS follows in Rom, J.2:9: 
“‘Abhor that which is  evil; cleave to that which is 
good”. 

The Israelities of Amos’s day were so guilty of social 
injustices. For this, ,he upbraided them i n  the sternest of 
of ways, To them, he preached the same thing: 

“Hate the evil,  and love the good” (Amos 5:IS) .  

We know that rhose who would follow Christ are those 
seeking after righteousness (Matt. 36). To his followers, 
J esus said: 

“.Seek ye first the kingdom o f  God, and his righeeous- 
ness  (Matt, 6:33), 

B P h ~ e ~ k r  thinks of himself as one who loves God, but 
does m e  live as &e ought does not truly love God, Who- 
ever loves the world and its s in  has not the love of God in 
his heart (I John 2:15)p Rather, (instead of loving Gad, he 
has made himself an enemy of God (Jas. 4:4). 

111. There Is Also Bha Matter Of Love For Our Felbiowmrn. 

A .  .We Are To Love Our Neighbor. 

Wom. l3:8-10 says: 

“Owe no mun anytiting, but to love one another: 
he that love& another h a h  fulfilled the  law, & 
this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt 
not oovct; and i f  there be any other commandment, it 
I s  briefly comprehended in this sayirlg, namely, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. L o w  worketh 
no ill to his neighbour: dberefoie love i s  the fulfilling 
of the law.” 

If we love OUT neighbor as ourselves, he won’t be 
given too much trouble from us, Christians do not have a 
narrow concept of who is included in the term“aeighbor” 
as the Pharisee tried when Jesus told h im the parable of 
the Good Samaritan; which teaches ehat i t  is not particu- 
larly the fellow who lives nett  to US, but whoever needs our 
help (Luke 10:25-37). When the Bible tells us to love our 
neighbor, it invohes loving those who are not Christians 
as well as loving those who may be Christians. 

In addition to our love for them showing up in the good 
things that we do for them and the bad things that we re- 
frain from doing against them, there is the matter of soul 
winning that relates to the matter of love, Paul is a good 

example of one who truly loved those whom he was seek- 
ing to win fs Chis t .  A study of ROIL 1O:l and Rom. 9:1-3 
shows bis great feeling for them. Such a Iovc should dwell 
within each of our hearts and should move YIS forth in  a 
greater soul winning service for Christ  

B,  JVe Are To Love Our Brethren In chist. 
Jesus started this off by saying to those who would be 

the charter members of the church: 

“A new commandment I give unto you, Tho8 ye  love 
one another; as I have loved ~ O P ,  thac ye also love 
one another” (John 13:34). 

For some time, the disciples were not doing so well on 
the mattee of love, They had beets arguing among them- 
selves as to which one wa5 going to be the greatest (Mark 
9:33,34). James and J o b  hrad even asked for the right and 
left hand seats  when He inaugurated His kingdom (Mark 
10:35-37). Jesus used a small child as an object: lesson 
to get this notion out of their heads. He had even washed 
their feet in Pn effort to show them what true greatness 
was. Then, i n  that great seventeenth c h p t e r  of John he 
prayed several things concerning them--the principle one 
was the matter of their being harmonious and united, How 
did that great prayer close? With words relating to rheir 
having the love in  their bearto that they shodd have: 

“I  have declared unto them thy name, and will  de- 
clare it: that the love wherewith thou has8 loved me 
may be i n  them, and I in thee’’ (John 17:26). 

reference to the love and treatment of one another: 
la writing the Ephesians, Paul  had this to s ~ y  with 

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and cla- 
mour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with 
all malice: and be ye  kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one mother,  even  a s  G od for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” ( E p h .  4:31,32). 

In weiting the Philippians, he had this to say: 

“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye  be likemindsd, having the 
same love, being of one mind. L e t  nothing be done 
through serife or vain glory; but in lowliness of mind 
l e t  each esteem other better than themselves. Look 
not eve man on his own things, but every mnn also 
on the %rigs af others ,* ( Phil. 22-4). 

In writing the Colossians, he had this to smy: 
“Put on therefore, as the elect  of God, RvEy and &a- 
loved. bowels o f  mercies. kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsu fering; forbearing one another, 

against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do 
ye.  And above all these things put on charity, uthich 
i s  the bond of perfectness” (Col. 3:12-14), 

and forgiving one anot f! er, if any man have a quanei 

In writing to the Hebrews, he h d  ehis to sal‘: 

“Let brotherly love continue,’ (Heb. 13:l). 

C. We are To Love Those within Our Own Holrsshold, 
The following Scriptures are very pointed upon this 

question: 

‘Wusbands, love your wives ,  and be not bitter a- 
g d n s t  them” (Col. 3:19). 

“ T h a  they (the older women) teach the young WO- 
men to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their 
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children” (Ti t .  24) .  

“Better  i s  a dinner of herbs where love i s ,  than a 
smiled ox and hatred therawithD1 (PIVV. 15:17/. 

It seems odd that an  institution founded on the basis 
of Rove, such as the home is, should ever need instructions 
concerning love, But, many homes are torn by strife, sei= 
fishness, thoughtlessness, and scenes of bitterness, The 
Bible% teaching along this line, then, is very timely. 

D. We Are To Love Our Enemies. 

We are to do nothing wrong to make enemies, But, if 
because of the stand w e  take for Christ, some people 
turn against us, w e  cannot help that. Or i f  someone is of 
a nasey disposition, who is always on the “outs” with 
about everybody, we should not be surprised i f  w e  are 
numbered among those whom they oppose. What should be 
ow attitude toward those who do not love us? The Scrip- 
ture answers very plainly: 

“ Y e  have heard that i t  hath been said,  Thou shalt 
love thy neighbcur, ;d hate thine enemy, But I say 
unto you, L o v e  your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do r o d  to  them that  hate you, and pray for 
them whic despiteful ly  use og, and persecute you... 
For  if y e  love them w h i c l l o v e  you, w h a t  reword 
have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And 
if ye salute your brethren only, what do  y e  more 
than others? do not even the publicans so?” (Matt. 
5:43-471. 

There are surely many things that could be discussed 
profitably xpon this subject of love. I t  is a part of the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives (Gal. 522). People 
could see that Jesus greatly loved Lazarus as He stood 
weeping at his tomb (John 11:35,36). Love is to be with- 
out hypocrisy (Rom. 12:9). The King James version uses 
the word “dissimulation”, which means “hypocrisy”. 
I Pee. 1:22 speaks of “unfeigned love of the brethren” 
and loving one another with a “pure heart fervently”. Heb. 
10:24 shows that we are to provoke each other to love 
and good works. I Thess. 1:3; Heb. 6 1 0 ;  and Gal. 5:6 
all conect love and labor. I Cor. 13:13 links fai:h, hope, 
and love together a i d  declares that the greatest of the 
three is love. 

The  Scriptures show h e  blessedness of our loving God, 
Rom. 8:28 says that all things w a k  together for good to 
them who love the Lord, while I Cor. 2:9 shows that it 
for those who love Him, God has prepared and revealed the 
things concerning salvatioa Jas. 2:5 shows that God has 
promised heavenly inheritance to those who love Him, 
while  ]as. 1,12 says He has promised the crown of life 
to those who love Him. 

Don’t conclude from this study that God does not have 
His “bates” as w e l l  as His “loves”. Prov. 6:16-19 in- 
cludes seven things that He hates: a proud look, a lying 
tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that de- 
viseth Nicked imaginations, feet that are swi f t  in running 
to mischief, a false witness, end the person who sows dis- 
cord among brethren. Hypocritical worship, Isa. 1:10-15 
and Amos 5:21-24 show, God hates. Whatever God hates, 
it is godliness for us to hate also, Just  as we  set our 
watch with another’s watch that we esteem to be right, 

even so we should set  our “loves” and our “hates” DCCO‘ 

ding to God’s “loves” and “hates”, for w e  estcem Him 
to be right in all things. 

We cannot conclude without showinR that there are some 
things the Christian is not to love, such as: n~oney (I Tim. 
6:10), religious show (Matt. 6:5; Matt. 23:5*7), the peals4 
of men inordinately ( J o b  12:42,4?)), or any sin oi t 5 -  
world (I John 2: 15,16; I1 Tim. 4: 10). 

Finally, notice the terrible state of any who does noe 
love as he should: 

“if any man love not the L d  Jesus Christ ,  l e t  him 
be Anathema (cut off)’, ( I  Cor. 16:22). 

‘‘He that saith he i s  i n  the  ligh4, and hateth his 
brother, is in darkness even until now...But he that 
Sateth his brother i s  i n  darkness, und wdketh i n  
darkness, a n d  knoweth not whither h e  poeth, be- 
cause that darkness hath blinded his eyes” ( I  John 
2:9,11). 

“Whosoever huteth h is  brother i s  u murderer: and 
e know that nomuderer hath eternal l ife abiding in 

i i m  ss ( 1 John 3:15 

In view, then, of the greatness and importance of this 
matter of love, let  us examine ourselves to see  how we 
appear before God in this matter, If others fail in their 
love, let us not fail and take comfort in their failure. Le t  
us heed these timely words in I John 3: 18: 

“ L e t  us not love i n  word, neither i n  tongue; but in 
dead and in  truth.se 

Primitive 
Christianity 

Christ began His new covenant religion in the city of 
Jerusalem in the year 30 AD. according to our present 
calendar. That was the saphe year He died, w a s  buried, 
arose from the tomb, and returned to heaven. Its first con- 
verts were from among those Jews from different parts of 
the Roman Empkewho were in Jerusalem at the time attend- 
ing tbeir annual Feast of Pentecost. It w a s  a religion 
phoned to include all nations of the earth and to continue 
its important mission until the second coming of Christ. 
That religion was launched 1,925 or 19 1/4 centuries ago. 
During that extended period of time, the experiences through 
which that religion has passed have been many, as would 
be naturally expec ted. 

By “primitive Christianityp’ (the title of this study), we 
meam Christianity as it was in the beginning in the days 
of the apostles. According to the dictibnary, “primitive” 
means “pertaining to the beginning, origin, or early times 
of a thing.” What primitire Christianity was like is record- 
ed for w in the book of Acts in particular, ably supplement- 
ed by various items of information from the epistles of the 



New Testament, 
We are sorry to say, but many ar t  but little concerned 

about what primitive Christianity was like. The moderdsts 
see in primitive Cheistianity only a record of first-century 
people’s ideas of worshipping God, for they deny Biblical 
inspiration to the apostles. Therefore, to them, what the 
early church did as guided by the apostles w a s  nothing 
more than human as far as the authority behind their be- 
liefs and practices was concerned. Natually, then, modern- 
ists feel no necessity of carrying out religion today after 
the model of primitive Christianity. The so-called funda- 
mental wing of present-day de nominationalism has not in- 
cluded the pattern of primitive Christianity among those 
things which they count a s  the essentials. Therefore, it is 
no wonder that they continue defending the deity of Jesus 
and the inspiration of the Bible, bur avoid all doctrinal 
controversies on baptism, the Lord’s supper, church organi- 
zation, divine names, etc. 

Therefore, a study like this should be of particular inter. 
e s t  to those who have not as yet made such a study. Your 
writer has found that there is nothing like a good series 
of sermons on primitive Christianity, with an application 
of that subject to religion today, to inject new life into a 
drifting, dozing, dying congregation. 

1. Why We Should Be Interested In Primitive 
Chri ctiani ty. 

A ,  The Early Church Was Under The Guidance Of A 
Message Delivered Through Holy Spirit Inspired Men. 

Jesus not only comniissioned His apostles with reference 
to their evangelizing the lost, but He gave them much 
teaching a s  to what  they were to teach the converts: 

‘#Teaching tkem (the baptized) to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:20). 

Humanly, they would have forgotten some of the things 
Jesus had told them. But, they were promised divine aid 
in the coming of the Holy Spirit so they would forget noth- 
ing: 

“The Comforter, which i s  the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in m name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring a l r  things to  your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 14:26) 

On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came and 
the chlarch had its beginning, the apostles preached the 
message of Christ, and their every utterance was Holy 
Spirit inspired: 

“And they (the apostles) were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4). 

The multitude that believed responded to the inspired 
preaching of Peter and the other apostles, and following 
their baptism, they were guided by the inspired instruction 
of the same apostles: 

“And  they (those baptized) continued steadfastly in  
the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2.42). 

When problems arose as to what the church should be- 
lieve, as in the case of whether or not the Gentiles should 
be circumcised, the matters were referred to these very 

apostles (Acts 15: 1,2), They handed down their decision, 
which was prompted by the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:28ff), and 
the decision was carried from coegregation to congregation 
to abide by (Acts 16:4). 

B ,  We Today Live In The Same Dispensation That Began 
In 30 A.D. 

When Jesus commissioned His  apostles conceening their 
work, He peomised to be with them always, even to the end 
of the world (or ‘tagerr a s  the Revised Version renders it) 
(Matt. 2820). Neither the end of the world nor the age that 
began on Pentecost has yet come, That religion so long pre- 
dicted by the Old Testament prophets finally camel and it 
came to stay until the end of time, The Old Testament re. 
ligion included within its divine records the prophecy of a 
religion that would come and take its place. Christianiry’s; 
sacred records look not to the coming of another esrthly 
religioa, but to the second coming of Christ that wi l l  con- 
summate al l  things of earth, 

The Bible shows that Christianity is a “once for all” 
religion, That phrase means “once for a l l  time’? or that 
which is “perpetually valid”. Instead of looking for some 
new revelation o r  compromising t h e  message delivered 
through the apostles, Jude 3 beckons us to maintain the 
faith through contending for it, and notice how that faith 
is spoken of in  that verse; 

“Earnestly contend or the aith which was once 

the saints.’, 
(‘once for all’ in the L G  evised ersion) delivered unto 

I t  is a faith delivered unto the saints once for all time. 
If it is, then we are still in the same dispensation that be- 
gan with the delivering of that message. Those elements 
comprising Christianity are to be done until Jesus comes as 
is seen in this statement relative to the Lord’s supper: 

“As often as ye  eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye  do shew the Lord’s death till he come” ( I  Cor. 
11:26). 

C .  God’s Laws For A Dispensation Are In Force 
Throughout The Dispensation. 

This is easily proven by the Bible. The books ofEzra  
and Nehemiah tell of the return of the Jews to their native 
land after their years of Babylonian Captivity, Though the 
law of Moses had been given about 1,0013 years before 
their time and though Moses through whom that l aw had been 
given had been dead more than 900 years, the law of Moses 
was still in effect in their day. Ezra and Nehemiah insti- 
tuted mighty reforms among the people, reinstating the 
feasts and other matters of the law according to the law nb 
Moses. The law of Moses did not end until Jesus died upon 
the cross. Therefore, H i s  days of earthly ministry were 
lived during the last years and months that the law was in  
effect. But, though that law had been given about 1,500 
years before His ministry, and thought its authority was 
about to pass away, Jesus taught men to do a s  i t  said: 

“The scribes and the Pharisees s i t  i n  Mosess seat 
(teaching the law): all therefore they bid you observe, 
that observe and do” (Matt. 23:1,2). 

“Shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that 
Moses commanded” (Matt, 8:4). 



Sincep then, we me under the laws given for this dis- 
pensation through thr apostles, we  are expected of God to 
abide by the beaching that characterized primitive Chris- 
tiaoityy. AH who do not bring the same message a b u t  J e s i ,  
the plan of salvation, the way ob Christian living, 
tern for the church, etc. that was delivered to the 
chawch by the apostles is not to be received as from Cod 
(11 J o b  10, I X ) ,  but is to be avoided instead of fellowshippea 

Yes, we should be interested i n  primitive Christianity. 
(Rom. 16:X7,1.8). 

I! .  Hew Primitive Christianity Functioned As Contrasted 
With Eclush Of Religion today, 

A .  Primitive Christianity Had A Real Respect  For The 

The Scripture says concerning the authority of Chrisr: 

‘aHe  is  the head of the body, the church. ..that in all 
things he might have the preeminence” (Col .  .l:18). 

‘ W e  raised him !om the dead, and s e t  him a t  his 
own right hand in the heavenly laces, far ,above all 

every name that i s  named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come: and hath put all things 
under his eet ,  and gave him to be the head over all 

All-Authority Of Christ. 

pdncipality, and power, and rnig R t ,  and dominion, and 

things to t f! e churck” (Eph. 1:20-22). 

In the apostolic day, it: was believed that Christ was the 
head of the church, governing the body. Rut, in much of re- 
ligion today, maybe through ignorance, maybe through unbe - 
lief, ilittle is done with an eye to doing what Jesus said in 
ehc way He said to do it. People maintain their own opin- 
ions about a sttbject even after heating what the Bible 
teaches to the contrary upon it. People put into the elder- 
ship men whom they ehink would be good to fill the office 
whether they have the qualifications for that office laid 
dawn by Christ through His apostle Paul. There are those 
quick eo tell you ehat it. is the attitude of the heart and not 
the form of baptism that matters even when the Bible pre- 
scribes both the attiede and the form. 

B 3  It Emphasized Preaching And Personal Testimony, 
Chriatps represefltatives eo establish H i s  religion (the 

apostles) were all preachers. There were no specialists who 
served as the Admidisteators, Social Workers, Governmental 
Lobbyists, or Public Relations men. All  the apostles were 
preachers, end they who did the preaching took care of 
any work of administration that became necessary for them 
to take care of. None of them took t ime out Erom their 
preaching to devote themselves to social work, They didn’t 
meddle in governmental matters, and they had no specialists 
devoting their time to public relations. 

Christianity is a preaching religion. It has a message to 
be declared. Primitive Cheistianity was a preachin8 religion. 
Her leaders preached publicly, and a11 the disciples bbra 
personal testimony to those whom they met. But, 1n this 
day and age, the swing is away from preaching, and almost 
no personal testimony is done any more. Special “’Decisi6n 
Days” have replaced day-to-day teaching and night-by-night 
preaching to win the lost. Programs, big dinners, parties, 
and cooptests are used to “up” attendance rather than gos- 
pel preaching and personal testimony. Anything over thirty 

or forty minutes is frowned upon a s  too long by way of a 
sermon. If  we may s o  s a y ,  S’~ermonettesP’ are making 
Fhristianettes”. 

C. I t  Was Simple In Its Organization, 

Elders, Deacons, and Evangelists--these comprised the 
functioning officers i n  primitive Christianity. P hil. 1: 1 
includes all  three: 

“Paul  and Timotheus (evangelists), the servants of 
Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus the 

(elders) and deacons.” 
membership) which are at  Philippi, with the bis l ops 

In modern-day religion, one beholds the most elaborate 
of organizations-so complex, so unnecessary as  far a s  
doing what Jesus actually told the church to do, and un- 
founded by the Scriptures, Early congregations were not 
weighted down with all kinds of organizations either within 
tne local congregation or over the local Congregation. They 
had no ladies aid to supplement the treasury, no state sec- 
retary or presidihg elder or district superintendent to over- 
see the Congregations, no ecumenical councils or delegate 
conventions to decide the doctrine, and no pope to bless 
the whole church, Christ put the offices He wanted ineo the 
church, and those offices He put in are adequate to do 
what  He has told the church to do. Evangelists had their 
work, and they were to do it; elders had theirs, and they 
were to do it; deacons had theirs, and they were to do it. 

D. It Did Not Employ Human Names For Either The 
Members Or The Church. 

In the religious world, one comes across Mennonites, 
Catholics, Lutherans, Adventists, Methodists, Dunkards, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Baptists, Christian Scientists, Con- 
gregationalists, Presbyterians, Nazarenes, Episcopalians, 
Pentecostals, and many other humanly devised and humanly 
adopted names, Some homr the men who founded ohem; 
others are names related to something originally cpphasiz- 
ed by said groups; some are nick-names that “stuck”; two 
of them (Baptists and Nazarenes) are both found in  the 
Scriptures, but not as names for God’s people. John w a s  
called “John the Baptist” not because there w a s  such a 
religious body in existence in  h is  day, but because he 
baptized. Just  a s  there was  “Simon the tanner”, “Alexan- 
der the coppersmith,’’ SQ was there “John the Baptist”. J e -  
s u s  was called a Nazarene not because He belonged to a 
religious group wearing that name, but because He was 
from Nazareth--just as people from Missouri are called 
“Missourians” and people from Iowa ‘PIowans’’. With so 
many different names afloat in the religious world that are 
not found in the Bible, is i t  any wonder that we hear on 
evesy hand that there is nothing in a religious name? But, 
when God gives a name for His people, i t  is not faith or 
reverence to say  that oae can disregard that name and use 
some bumdly devised name, Jas. &7 shows t h t  God’s 
people were called by Same Nme which was spoken of as 
a “worthy name”: 

‘#Do not they (the rich) blaspheme that worthy name 
by which ye are called?” 

But, that verse does not tell what that name was. Other 
passages, however, make it plain a s  to what i t  was.Acts 
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11:26 says: not also get the connection between tbe Lord’s Supper @ad 
forgiveness from I Cor, 10:16, where i t  says we have 
communion of h i s  body and blood? But, YOU can be SWe 
the devil will fight the Lord’s supper for the Christian 8s 
well as baptism for the sinner. 

C. It Did Not Compmmise With The Religions About 
Them. 

Did God have a people in Old Testament times? Yes, the 
Israelites, Did H~ allow them to compromise with and to go 
in with the religions about them? No. Read Deut. 7:2-6: 

“Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew 
mercy unto them: neither shalt thou make marria e s  
with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto ais 
son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. 
For they will turn away thy son from ollowing me, 

the Lord l e  kindled against you, and destroy thee 
suddenly. But thus shall ye  deal with them; y e  shall 
destroy their altars, and break down their images, and 
cut down their groves, and burn their graven images 
with ire. For thou art an holy people unto the Lord 
thy 6 od: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a 
special people unto himself, above all people that 
are upon the face of the earth.” 

‘#The disciples were called Christians first  in Anti. 
odh.” 

And Peter later wroteo 
‘*I{ any man suffer as  a Christian, l e t  h im  n o t  be 
aa amed but let  hrm glorify God in  this name.” 

Therefore, those who regard the pattern of primitive 
Christianity have not joined the chorus that says there is 
nothing in a name. They have sought to  the name 
“Christian” in  faith and conduct to the glory of God. They 
recognize that such a great man as the apostle Paul refused 
to sanceion people wearing his name (I Cor. 1:12,13). It we 
were to wear the name of a man, whose would be better 
to wear than that of the great apostle Paul? I know of none 
that I would rather wear than his. But, it would be wrong to 
wear his, And if i t  would be wrong to wear his, it would be 
wrong to wear the name of any other human when that honor 
and distinction belongs to Christ who was crucified for 
us and by whose authority we have been baptized-two 
things related to this question (I Cor, 1:12,13). 

Neither were human names fastened onto congregations 

that they may serve other gods: so wil I the anger of 

in primitive Christianity nor should they be today as is Docs God have a people in New Testament 
the Christians (those who have become obedient t o  the 
gospel--not just everybody claiming t o  b e  a Chriseian), 
Does he allow us to compromise with and go in with the 

the case throughout the sectarian world, 

E ,  I t  Held That lmmersian W a s  Necessary To salvation, 

in the apostles’ days were baptized with the idea of obtain- 
ing the forgiveness of sins (Acts 238; Acts 22:16; I Pet. 
3:20 ,21 and other blessinEs connected with salvation. But, 
t oby ,  the general attitude toward baptism Is dlttcrenc. 
Many have had nothing done to them called baptizm. Most 
people who have, have submitted to sprinkling (a substitute) 
for immersion taught in  the Bible, Among those who do 
immerse, there are those who rob it of its saving aspect. 
How the devil has induced people to kick around that sa- 
cred ordinance by which a penitent sinner contacts the 
saving blood of Christ! It was never so done in primitive 
Christianity. 

F. I t  Cave An Important Place TQ The Lord’s Supper. 
A recent s t u d y  has also been devoted to this subject, 

A former study has been devoted to this question,People religions about us? Read t h e  passages: 

“Mark them which cause divisions and offences con- 
tmry t o  the doctrine which y e  h a v e  learned; and 
avoid then)” (Rom. 16:17). 

“Be y e  not unequally yoked together with unbe- 
l ievers:  fo r  what fe l lowship hath r ighteousness  
with  unrighteousness? and what  communion hath 
li h t  w i t h  darkness? and  wha t  concord hath 
C f r i s t  wi th  Belial? or what  part hath he  that 
bel ieveth with an i n  idel? and what  agreement 
hath the  tem le  o od with idols? or y e  are 
the temple o f t h e  h v i n g  God; as  God ath sa id ,  
I w i l l  dwel l  i n  them, and walk i n  them; and I 
will be  their God, and they shal l  be my peo  le. 
Wherefore come out  from among them,  a n 8 b e  
ye reparate ,  sai th  the Lord,  and touch no t  the 
unclean thing; and I wil l  receive y o u ,  and wil l  
be  a Father unto you, and y e  sha l l  be m y  s o n s  
and daughters,  sai th  the Lord Almighty” ( I I  Cor. 

i d 

making i t  unnecessary to elaborate here, But, the frequent 6: 14. I a). 
Place the Lord’s 
Of the church 8s contrasted with the infrequency Of present- 

frequency Of observance, having it Once a 

Occupied in the There are only two groups before God--His people a,nd 
who ~h~~~ who ~ ~ d , ~  people may be 

to separation from them whether they are religious or other- 
day observances must be stated. Many disregard the Bib% religious as well as irreligious, But, He calls His people 

others but Once a year* Some members are absent those is concerned, His people live in  the same world as those 

time between observances for them. &me are present when them in  evety way possible, but they do not believe as 

that it is simply commemorative, having no connection with emace towad other religions accounted for the per- 
forgiveness* It is CotImemorative all right (Luke 22:19), but secution waged against i t  in iu beginning days, and the 
those i n  primitive Christianity were taught that i t  was a Same results today, But, compromise is of 

OW times. Divine lines of fellowship religiously and other- 
l0:16)* wise tatally disregarded by the m a s s  of people claim. 
other than the remission of our sins? People can get the ing to be Chistian,  and instead of actually cilanging what 
connection between baptism and forgiveness from ROm. 6:3, God has said, they are only cutting themselves oft from 
where it says we are  baptized into Hi6 death, Why can they God (Acts 3:22,23), 

won’* but Once ’ quarter ( 4  times a year), and wise 8s far as compromising with and going in  with them 

Sundays when they do Serve it,  so there are long lapses of who aren’t; they see them from day to day; they b e f r i e d  

i t  is passed, but  do not partake Of it, Still others never do do, nor do they do as others do, ~h~~ believe what 
SLfVe the Lord’s supper* Many others who do have it teach God says,  and they do what He says,  Christianity’s inml- 

Of the body and Of Christ a l so  (1 Cor- 
But, what is the purpose Of the blood of C h i s t  



H ,  It Opposed The Sin Of The World. 

The earry Christians were forbidden to love the world 
and its sin (I  John 215.16) or to conform to the standards 
of the world (Rom. 12:2). Rather t h  partaking of the wick- 
ebess  a r o d  them, they were to stand against i t  (Eph. 

told that one item of mn accep4able religion 
was to keep themelves unspotted from the 

world (Jas.  1:27). This a lso brought on persecutions even 
as it did for Jesus (John 7:7). But, religion today falls 
fa short of demanding that inner and outer purity character- 
iscis of primitive Christianity. InstcL of the church tei- 
umphing over sin,  sin %as often invaded religion itself. 
YOU can hardly name a sin that is not being openly prac- 
ticed by those who claim to be religious. Such were put 
out of the fellowship of psimieive Christianity by divine 
commandment (I Cor. 5 :  1-13). 

1. It Truly  Lived For Heaven And Looked For The Re- 
turn Of Jesus. 

The early Christians were called upon to  consecrate 
themselves as Living sacrifices to God (Rom. 12:l). They 
were told to serve God in the same way they had formerly 
served sin (€tom, 6:11-14,17-33). They were told to lay up 
their  treasures in heaven rather than upon the earth (Mate. 
6.19-21). They were told to set their affection on spiritual 
things rather than upon earthly things (Col. 3:1-3). They 
suffered the loss of earthly things for the sake of Christ 
i n  their persecutions (Heb. 10:34). They served the Lord in 
soul winning work (Acts 8:1,4), They were people of pray- 
er; they sang praises to God even in the midst of earthly 
difficulties; they brought their tithes and offerings for the 
work of God and even sold their properties i n  order to 
to feed the needy in t imes  of emergencpplus many other 
things that could be mentioned had we space to do so. The 
return of Jesus was their hope (Tit. 2:ll-X4), and many 
passages indicated their anticipation for ie, But, dms! 
today i t  is vastly different i n  many religious q-rs. 
Frankly, few indeed today believe in the consecrated life 
of the Christian. Few there be who daily anticipate the 
return of Jesus. Worldliness and materklism alike are  con- 
suming great multitudes of individuals who think of them- 
selves as Christians. 

Had we space, w e  would like to tell you how the Bible 
foresaw B great falling away from primitive Christianity, 
which has taken place in  denominationalism, We would 
l ike to tell you of those w b  are seekidg the old paths of 
God’s word and who are rejoicing in that way. To tall who 
have not had a conscience upon primitive Christianity, 
let me close by quoting to you the fitting words of J e n -  
miah to the people of His day, who needed to return LO the 
way of God: 

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand y e  in the w a  so and 
s e e ,  and a s k  for the old paths, where i s  d e  good 
way, and walk therein, and ye  shall f h d  rest  for your 
sods” (Jer. 6:16). 

to the  application which we bestow 

Refurn of Jesus 
The Son of God has already made one trip to the earth. 

Me stayed here about chirty-three years. After accornplish- 
ing His purpose in coming to earth, He returned to heaven, 
where He has been ever since, But, according to ehe Bible, 
He is yet to make another trip here, He Himself said while 
on trial before the high priest: 

‘Werea ter shall y e  see  the Son of man siiting on 

heaven” (Matt. 26:64). 
the rig 5 1 hand of power, M d  coming in the clouds of 

Today, He is on God’s right hand in heaven, fulfilling 
the first part of that promise, But, the second part-thar 
cohcerning His  coming in  the clouds=-will as assuredly 
take place as did the first  part, Possibly the first record- 
ed instance of Jesus concerning a second coming WBS made 
to His apostles at the same time He broke the news eo 
them of His coming crucifixion. It toat p l r e  up near 
Caeserea Philippi. His words to them wen: 

“The Son of man shall come in IC glory of his Fa- 
ther with his angels; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works” (Matt, 16:27). 

When He vanished from their sight at the time of H i s  
ascension, two angels appeared t o  them and reassured 
them of Hir retwn. They said: 

“Ye me4”0 GoMae, why stand ye gazing up into 

ou in& heaven, shall so  come in like manner QS y e  
Xave seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 

heaven? th I s same Jeauso which i s  taken up from 

So the return of Jesus has been and remains a part of 
the faith of the church. If there were many predictions in  
Old Testament d a y s  of His  first coming, there are  also 
many predictions in the New Testament of His second 
coming. I t  is, therefore, obligatory upon all who would 
accept the Bible a s  God’s Word to believe in the return of 
Jesus. While modernism rejects the idea of His returnB, 
just as they reject so many other things taught in the 
Bible, tbose who have pledged themselves to believe in 
the Bible’s inspiration hold to the teaching of His personal 
and r is ible  retwn in the clouds. 

Any human sitting down to a trpewriter feels his de- 
scriptiirr! limitations as well as his knowledge limitations 
to do justice to such a great subject as “Things Connected 
With the Return of Jesus”. n e  Bible has told us enough 
to impress IM with the greatness of that day and the un- 
precedented happenings of that day, but it has not ex- 
plained everything for us concerning those things. The 
human mind mppreciates what God has revealed to us upon 



that subject, but the human heart would know even more 
upon it rhan has been revealed, No doubt, many things con. 
nected with that day will not be understood by us until 
that day arrives. 

Having preached often upon this subject eo interested 
and appreciative audiences, *we come ~t this time to share 
some of the things most: surely taught i n  the Scriptures 
upon it. We sincerely hope you will receive a blessing 
from searching into these thiugs and pondering upon them, 
Let the truth ol these things sink down into your hearts 
i n  such a way that you will derive whatever lessons God 
has for us in telling us ahead of t ime of these coming 
events. Otherwise, a knowledge of these things wi l l  profit 
you nothing. 

I. The Resurrection Of The Dead. 
A ,  The Bible Convects The Resurrection Of The Dead 

Notice first of all I Thess, 4:16: 

With The Return Of Jesus,  

“The Lord himself shall descerzd from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
t h e  trump of  God; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first” ( I  Thess. 4:16). 

The above passage points out that when Jesus  comes, 
He will descend with a shout. That shout, accompanied 
by the voice of the archangel and the sounding of the trump 
of God, will awaken the dead, If one is not careful, he 
might conclude from the above passage that the dead in 
Christ are to be resurrected peior to the resurrection of the 
wicked, who are also to be resurrected, but if one reads the 
17th verse (the verse following the above passage), he 
will see  that “tbe dead in Cbrist shal l  r ise first” means 
that the departed saints will be brought back to life before 
the living saints are caught up to meet the Lord, They 
will both be caught up “together?’. John 5;28 definitely 
shows that both the righteous and unrighteous dead will 
be raised when the voice of Jesus sounds at His second 
corning: 

“The hour i s  corning, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of  
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec- 
tion o f damnation”. 

Yes, all. the dead-both righteous and unrighteous-will 
be raised. The righteous will want to be, and the unright- 
eous won’t, but what people want will not be the governing 
principle on that day, That wil l  be the day of the &ord, 
a s  it is so often called in the Bible. He will be the one 
who wil l  have the “say-so” on that day, and He has told 
us ahead of time that His voice wi l l  bring all the dead--both 
good and bad-forth in resurrection, 

B. ,The Resurrection Of The Body Relates To The E t e r  
nul States. 

Heaven will not be a place of disembodied spirits who 
once lived upon the earth in  physical forms or physical 
bodies. Those who wil l  dwell therein will abide in immor- 
tal, incorruptible bodies given them at the return of Jesus.  
Paul  spoke of this body in I1 Cor. 5:l,2,4: 

rLFor we know that if our earthly house of this taber- 

hacle ( the human body) were dissolved (through phy: 
sicpl death), we have a building of Cod ( a  new body), 
un horse nbt made with hands, eternal i n  the heavens. 
For in this (‘this body) we groan, eantestlydesiring 
to  be clothed upon w i d  our house which i s  from 
heaven.,..For we that are in  this tabernacle do groan, 
being burdenedr not for that we would be unclothed, 
but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed 
up of life,?+ 

I Cor, 1$;37 compares death to sowing grain and the 
teswrecrion to the coming forth of the plant afterwards, 
That verse shows that the resurrection body w i l l  be differ- 
ent from the first body, just  as the s ta lk  that grows is 
different from the kernel that was sown: 

“That which thou s o w w t ,  thou sowest not that body 
that shall be, but bare grain." 

A few verses later, Paul returns to the contrast: 

‘ 4 t  (the body) i s  sown in oorruption; it i s  raised i n  
inconuption: I t  is  sown i n  dishonour; it i s  raised 
i H  glory: it i s  sown in weakness; it i s  raised i n  power: 
it i s  sown a natural body; i t  i s  raised a spiritual 
body. There i s  a natural body, and there i s  a spiritual 
body” ( I  Cor. 15:42=44). 

We have never seen such a body as that with which the 
dead shall  come forth. Consequently, John wrote that i t  
has not yet appeared what  we shall  be, but that we know 
we shall be like Christ a t  His coming (I John 3:2). Phil. 
3:20,21 shows that the Lord, a t  His coming, will change 
our vile or physical bodies so as to be like His glorious 
body. No doubt, this is what John had in mind in I John 3 9 .  
Paul definitely says: 

“ A s  we have borne the image of the earthy ( a  
sical bod ), we shall also bear the image o p d l  
heavenly (fike Christ has)” ( I  Cor. 15:49). 

h 

The purpose of bestowing such a body upon the saints 
is that they might go to that incorruptible place with Je sus  
(I Cor. 15:50). That body, being incorruptible will know no 
pain and being immortal will know no death. That is what 
Rev. 21:4 promises those who get to inhabit the new hea- 
ven and new earth. 

The Bible does not give a description of the rcsurrec- 
tion body of the condemned, but it is evident that the body 
God will give them will be one prepared for the eternal 
fate to befall them in  hell. God who made a bush in  Moses’ 
day that could be on fire without being consumed (Exo. 312, 
3) is fully capable of making bodies for the wicked that can  
suffer in the lake of fire without end. 

Yes, the resurrection of the dead is connected with 
the return of Jesus. 

II. The Bodily Transformation Of The Living Saints. 

A .  The Bible Connects The Bodily Transformation Of 
The Living Saints With The Return Of Jesus. 

There will be people living upon the earth when Jesus  
comes, Some of them will be saints of God. They will 
never experience death, Paul  said: 

“We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed?’ 
( I  Cor. 15:51). 

When? At  the same time the dead are raised: 



146 
_ _  - 

“We shall all be changed, i n  a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the last  trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incormptihle. 
nnd we shall be changed’’ (I Cor. 1$:51,521 

S. This Change I s  Necessary. 
Even though they have not died, they cannot go to hea- 

ven in their corruptible and mortal physical bodies. Speak- 
ing of that change, Paul  wrote: 

‘‘This corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality” ( I  Cor. 15:53), 

the  holy angels with him, then shnll he si t  upon the 
throne o his glory: and before him shall be gathered 
A L L  N d TIONS: and he shall separate them one from 
another, as  a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats” (Matt. 25:31,32). 

Both the great man of the earth and the common man will 
be there; 

‘Y saw the dead, SMALL and GREAT, stand before 
Cod; and the books were opened: and another book 
was  opened, which i s  the book of life: and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written 
i n  the books, according to their works” (Rev. 20:62), 

Why? For the very reason thar the dead will be raised 
with incorruptible, immortal bodies (already discussed). 

How hard it is to bid one another goodbye here in  death! 
The  unutterable pain that so often precedes one’s pass- 
iug! What a joy froin every standpoint to be one of Christ’s 
living ones at His corning! How heartily I agree with the 
words of that beautiful song “Christ Returneth” that say: 
“Oh, joy! oh, delight! should we go without dyilig: no sick- 

people who lived long ago will be there: 

“The MEN OF NINEVEH shall rise in judgment with 
this generation, and shall condemn it: because they 
repented at the preaching o f  Jonas: andp behold a 
greater than Jonas i s  here, The QUEEN O F  THE 
SOUTH shall rise up in  the judgment with this genera- 
tion, and shall condemn it: fur she came from the 
utternost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon i s  
here” (Matt, 12:1042). 

ness, no sadness, no dread, and no crying.’l 

Yes, the bodily transformation of the living saints is 
connected with the return of Jesus, and it is 8 blessed 
part of our faith. 

ill. The Great Judgment Day. 

A. .The Bible Connects The Great Judgment Day With 
The Return Of Jesus. 

As far back as the book of DanieI, we can see the re- 
surrection of the dead (which will take place when Jesus 
returns) connected with judgment: 

“Many of them that sleep i n  the dust of the eorth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt” (Dan. m2). 

That  passage in  Johh 3: 28,29 wil l  bear requoting from 
this standpoint also: 

“The hour is  coming, in the which all that are in  the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall  come orth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection o / life; 
and they that have done evil,  unto the tesurrection of 
damnation. ” 

One of the last statements in  the Bible concerning the 
coming of Christ is that of the judgment connected with it: 

Behold, I come quickly; and my reward i s  with me, 
to give every man according as his work shall be” 
(Rev. 2 ~ 1 2 ) .  

B. The  Bible Represents That All Will Be T k r e  On The 
Day Of Judgment. 

Consider these statements: 

“EVERY ONE of us shall give account of himself to 
God” (Rom. 14:12). 

“We must A L L  appear before the rdgmen t  seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive t e things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad” ( I I  Cor. 5:lO). 

“He hath appointed a day, i n  the which he will jud e 

hath ordained” (Acts 17:31). 

“When the Son of man shall come in  his glory, and all 

THE WORLD i n  righteousness by that man whom a e 

“WhosoeueI:shall not receive ou, nor hear your words, 
when ye  depart out of that louse or city, shake off 
the dust of your eet. Verily I say unto you, I t  shall 
be more toterah / e for the land of SODOM and GO- 
MORRHA i n  the day of judgment, than for that city” 
(Mutt. 10:14,15). 

While the saints will greet the Lord with open arms, 
a d m k h g  Him OQ whom they had believed and hoped, though 
they had not previausly seen Him (I Pet. l:$), the wicked 
will mown when they see Him coming (Rev. k7). Oh ehat 
men would realize they will someday reap on an eternal 
basis what they sow while abiding here on the earth so 
short a time! No doubt, multitudes would live differently. 

Yes, the great day of judgment is connected with the 
return of Jesus. 

IV. The Casting Of The Wicked lnto Hell. 
A. The Bible Connects The Casting Of The Wicked lnto 

I1 ‘Thess. 1:7-9 says: 

Hell W i t h  The Return Of Jesus. 

“The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, i n  flaming fire taking vengeance 
on  them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel o f  our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punish- 
ed with everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 

In Matt, 25:31,32, we 5aw that Jesus, at His coming, 
would divide :he people like a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats. That passage continues: 

“He shall s e t  the sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left ... Then shall he say also unto them 
o n  the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels” (Matt. 25:33,41). 

Notice in  the I1 Thess. 1:7-9 passage quoted above 
that the angels will accompany Jesus here to help in  the 
judgment and punishment of the wicked. Jesus interpreted 
His parable of the wheat and tares for His disciples, and 
His interpretation shows the connection of the angels with 
the punishment of the wicked at His  coming: 



$‘Ne that soweth the good seed is the Son o man; 

of  the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the 
wicked one: the enemy that sowed them is thedavlj; 
the harvest i s  the end o f  the world; and the reapers 
are the angels. A s  therefore the tares are gathered 
pnd burned in  the fire; so shall i t  be in  the end of 
this world, The Son of man shall send forth his an els,  
and the shall gather out o his kingdom all t h n g s  
that orend, and them whic d do iniquit ; and shall 

ing and goashing of teeth” (Matt, 13:37-42}. 

the field i s  the world; the good seed are the c i( ildren 

cast t f em into a furnace af fire: there s l a l l  be wail- 

Ne told and interpreted His  parable of the drRg net s imi -  
larly: 

“The kingdom of heaven i s  like unto a net, that was 
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: which, 
when i t  was full, they drew to shore, and sat  down, 
and gathered the good into vessels,  but cast the bad 
away, S o  shall i t  be at the end of the world: the 
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from 
among the just ,  and shall cast them into the furnace 
o fire: theie shall be wailing and gnashing ofteeth” 
( h4 att. 13:47-50). 

B,  .The Punishment O f  The Wicked Will Be Terrible, 
Every Bit Deserved, 

But 

The Bible describes the suffering of the wicked in  hell 
as a terrible experience, as we would well imagine, Some 
of the vetses quoted above indicate i t  as do many other 
passages. But, don’t forget this: God will judge righteously 
and punish justly. The sufferings of the wicked ia hell 
will but reflect the awfulness of the s ins  that men have 
committed that sent  them there. No man in  hell  wi l l  cry 
out for justice, but mercy. He wil l  be receiving justice, 
but the day of mercy will have passed. Because the next 
study in  this series will be devoted to the punishment of 
the wicked, we shal l  not go into the mattet fuller here, 

Yes, the casting of the wicked into hell  is connected 
with the return of Jesus. 

V. The Taking Of The Saints To Heaven. 

A ,  The Bible Connech The Taking Of The Saints To 
Heaven With The Return Of Jesus,  

This  is clear from several passages: 

“I  go to prepare a place for you. And i f  I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also” (John 14:2,3), 

‘ ‘The  Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voCce of the archangel, and wzth 
the trump of God: and the dead in  Christ shall rise 
first: then w e  which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, 80 meet 
the Lord in  the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (I Thess.  &16,17). 

In the John passage quoted, Jesus is like a young man 
who goes to get a home prepared for his bride. He gets i t  
prepared and returns for her, The apostles hated to see 
Him depart, as would any bride, but they were comforted 
in the purpose of H i s  going and with the thought thst He 
would retrirn to take them to that place forever, This pass- 
age corrects some people’s notion that heaven wil l  be 
right here on this earth, No, Jesus is not coming to stay 
with His people, Rather, He is coming to get His people 
and to take them to that place in God’s presence that He 

bas been preparing. 

The I Thessalonian passage quoted shows that the 
resurrected saints and the living saints wil l  be caught up 
together to meet the Lord in the air, and that eternity wil l  
be theirs with Jesus. 

B. What A Wonderful Time That Will Be For The Saints! 

The Bible pictures H i s  people as looking for His coming . -  
with great anticipation. Listen to these passages: 

‘‘Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the Great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Ti t .  2:13), 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of ti ht- 

give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them alsocthat love his appearing” (11 Tim. 4:8), 

“Christ was once o fered to bear the s ins  of man 

second time without sin vnto salvation” ( n e t ,  9:28), 

In that day, the saints will admire and glorify the 

eousness,  which the Lord, the righteous judge, s a all 

and unto them that f ook for him shall he ap ear t K‘ e 

Lord 
and will  a l s o  themselves b e  glorified by His  coming. 
Notice the above statements borne out  by the following 
passages: 

“...when he shall come to be glorified in  his  saints, 
and to be admired in  all them that believe” (II Thess ,  
1:lO).  

“When Christ, who i s  our l i fe ,  shall  appear, then 
shall y e  also appear with him in  glory’’ (Cot. 3.4). 

“The Spirit i tself  beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God: and i f  children, then 
heirs of God and ‘oint-heirs with Christ; i f  s o  be 
that we suffer with A i ,  that we may be also glorified 
together. For  I reckon that t h e  sufferings o f  this 
present time are not worth to be com ared with the 
glory which shall be reveared iv us” (;om. 8:16-18), 

There are surely many things to be said concerning the 
rewarding of the saints, but inasmuch as we have a study 
coming up on that subject, w e  shall not go into the matter 
fuller a t  this time. 

Yes, the taking of the saints  to heaven is connected 
with the return of Jesus. 

VI. The Destruction Of The Present Universe. 

A ,  The Bible Connects The Destructian Of The Present 

As far back as the time of Isaiah, God had made this 

Universe With The Return Of Jesus ,  

prediction: 

“Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth. and 
the former shall not be remembered, nor come into 
mind” ([sa. 6617). 

But, when wil l  the present heaven and earth pass away? 
When will the new heavens and new earth come into exist-  
ence? Isaiah does not answer, but Peter does: 

“The d a y  of the Lord will come as CI thief i n  the 
night; in  the which the heavens shall ass away with 
a great noise, and the elements s h a l f m e l t  with fer+ 
vent heat, the emth also and the works that are there- 
in  shall be burned up. ..Nevertheless we, according 
to  his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness” ( / I  Pet. 3:1U,19), 



The day of the Lord when all these things wi l l  happen 
is the coming of Jesus, Study the entire chapter, and it 
will be clear to your mind. 

B .  This Destruction Will Take Place B y  Fire. 

The above passage indicates that fact. Some try to see 
i n  this a prediction of atomic destruction of which the 
world is so fearful today. I believe this universe and its 
future is God’s. It wil l  not pass away until He gets ready 
for it to do so. Men cannot terminate that which God does 
not want terminated! If the present universe goes up in 
smoke through atomic power, remembet that it wil l  be be- 
cause God has so planned it from a long time back. He 
will have the new heavens and new earth where the sairkts 
will abide all ready. 

What a terrible destruction! Huge heavenly bodies crash- 
ing into each other, igniting, and burning. The earth spli ts  
wide open, and the molten mass of fire from i t s  center 
envelops it as it goes up in smoke. What noise and what 
heat! And that which had been the scene of men’s s ins  
will be gonel ta be remembered no more. That which men 
had lived for dissolved by fire, In view of these things, I 
address you in the words of Peter: 

*‘Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought y e  to be in  all  holy 
convetdotion and godliness?” (11 Pet. 3:l l) .  

Yes, the destruction of the present universe is connect- 
ed with the return of Jesus. 

Now do you not say that the return of J e sus  wil l  be a 
great day? We have been given but a few brief glances into 
those things in the Scriptures, but enough has been given 
us to stir us to preparation for that day. When these things 
are to take place without the shadow of a doubt, how can 
men stand day after day without obeying the gospel? How 
can some who have named the name of Jesus  live in s in  
and backslidden ways? The call goes forth today to watch 
and be ready for His coming(Matt. 24:42-44). Yes, “There’s 
a great day coming, A great day coming; There’s a great 
day coming by and by, When the saints and the sinners 
shall  be parted right and left, Are you ready for that day 
to come?” When I study these things right out of the Bible 
and a m  made to know what  all is yet to come, I am made 
to say, “Lord, I want tu be in that number, when the saints 
go marching in!” 

The Punishment 
of the Wicked 

We know that every wel l  regulated government rewards 
the law-abiding citizens with liberty and enjoyments that 
come through the government, and every well regulated 
govertlment a l so  punishes those who disobey its laws. 

For instance, in out nation, we are all given the oppostun- 
ity for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. These 
are for the lawrbiding citizens, But, through violating the 
law, one may loose his life (capital punishment), or his 
libeoty (bekg jailed), or his pursuit of happiness (in jail, 
he wil l  be depdved of everything except t h t  which the 
institution may allow him). 

Don’t overlook the fact that God in His government is 
as  wise and a s  just a s  any earthly government ever thought 
of being. God does reward the obedient, but He punishes 
the wicked. The final two studies in this year-long series 
wil l  deal with the punishment of the wicked and the reward 
of the saints. 

Though the Bible continues to say what  it has always 
said about God’s punishment of the wicked, there are those 
who have come to accept their own theories on this ques- 
tion rather than the Bible’s teaching. Such theories boil 
down to the following: God loves everybody. He has pre- 
pared a heaven, bat no hell. The idea of hell, they say, is 
out-of-date and out-moded. It is not geared, they say, for 
twentieth-century thinking and living. Modern religion em- 
phasizes the love of God and eliminates the thought of the 
wrath of God. A couple of years ago, I wrote a rather leng- 
thy review and exposure of I magazine article that took the 
above position. That magazine article w a s  shot through 
and through with plain denials of Bible teaching and sub- 
stituted mere human reasoning. 

Having accepted the position that the Bible is God’s 
Word, we are pleased to abide by its teaching upon this 
a s  well  as any other subject. To the Bible, then, we turn 
for a consideration of God’s punishment of the wicked. 

That God is a God who punishes the wicked is evident 
from two standpoints: (1) what He has done, and (2) what 
He has said. 

1. What God Has Done. 

What God has done in  the past sbould serve a s  an index 
as to what He will do in the futuee, for He is a constant, 
steadfast, faithful God, who is governed by truth and right- 
eousness and is not evet changing from time to time. He 
has many times punished the wicked and had those pun- 
ishings recorded in the Bible to warn us of what to expect 
should we not live as He has commanded. Let us look a t  
some of His recorded punishings. 

A .  Adam And Eve. 

When Adam and Eve had sinned, i n  addition to pro- 
nouncing upon them the various penalties found in  Gen. 
3:16-19, God punished them as  follows: 

‘*So he drove out the man; and he placed a t  the east 
of the garden of Eden cherubim, crnd a flaming sword 
which turned every way, to keep the way  of the tree 
of life” (Gen. 3:24). 

B ,  Cain 

When Cain had killed h is  righteous brother Abel, God 
came to him and said: 

*‘The voice! of thy brother‘s blood crieth unto me 
from the ground. And now art thou cursed from the 



The Punlj.llmeot of  the Wicked 149 
h 

earth, which hath opened her mouth t o  receive thy 
brotheJs blood rom thy hand; when thou tillest the 

strength; a ugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be fn 
ground, i t  shal f not henceforth yield unto t h e e  Let 

the earth” ( (5 en. 4:lO-12). 

When Cain heard this sentence, he exclaimed that &is 
punishment was greater than he could bear (Gen. 4:13), No 
doubt, this represents the response of all who are brought 
face  to face with the punishment of God. But, notice that 
he did not say his punishment was greater thenhe deserved. 
God is righteous in  all His judgments. 

C. The Old World. 

When God saw the wickedness of man upon the earth, it 
grieved Him and brought a regret to Him that He had ever 
made man, so corrupt had he become and so antagonistic 
t o  the way of God, Because of man’s sinfulness, God pro- 
nounced this judgmenc 

“Behold, I ,  even I ,  do bring a flood of waters upon 
the earth, to destroy all f lesh,  wherein is the breath 
o lije, from under heaven; and every thing that i s  in  
t d e earth shall die” (Gen. 6:17). 

Only the righteous family of Noah and a few of all the 
animals and birds, taken into the ark to preserve life upon 
the earth, were spared the world’s greatest destruction to 
date, 

D. Sodom And Gomorrha 
From the standpoint of immorality, Sodom and Gomorrha 

mus t  be listed as the world’s most corrupt cities, How the 
will of God was trampled underfoot i n  those two citiesof 
the fertile valley of the Jordan! But, great s in  is so often 
found i n  the very midst of prosperity. Because of  their 
sins, God destroyed them with a terrible destruction de- 
scribed as follows: 

“The Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrha 
brimstone and fire jrom the Lord out of h a v e n ;  and he 
overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the 
inhabitants of  the cit ies,  and that which grew upon 
the ground” (Gen. 19:24,,25). 

The New Testament recalls this destruction and says 
that i t  (as well as other punishments from God) should 
warn all who would live ungodly (If Pet. 24.6). 

E. T h e  Idolaters At  M t ,  Sinai. 
Jus t  a short t ime after God brought the Israelites out of 

Egypt with a mighty hand, He led them to the foot of Mt. 
Sinai, an unusually rugged peak on our Arabian penninsula. 
There, Ne summoned them about the mount and in  a fashion 
calculated to strike the fear of God into every heart, He 
spoke unto them the words of the ten commandments. He, 
then, called Moses up into the mount to get the two tables 
of stone upon which the words of the ten commandments 
were written and to receive other laws, which Moses was 
to  write i n  a book. Because Moses was in  the mount what 
seemed t o  them a n  endless amount of time (forty days), 
they took their jewelry, melted it in a fire, and fashioned 
a golden calf before which they fell down in worship. This 
was a direct violation of the first part of the ten command- 
ments which God had just  spoken, Only the tribe of Levi  
took thek stand with Moses and God against this idolatry. 

To them, God gave this commandment: 
“Put every man his sword b his side,  and 64 in and 

every man his brother, and every man his companion, 
and every man his neighbour” (Exo. 32:27). 

out from gate to gate throughout 7 the camp, and s lay  

The result was that three thousand fell by the sword of 
the Levites (Gen, 32: 28). Surely, the Israeli tes should have 
realized that God meant what He said when He gave com- 
mandments to be obeyed! 

F. Nadab And Abihu. 
God gave strict instructions to the priests who served 

in  t h e  tabernacle. Nadab a n d  Abihu, s o n s  of t h e  high 
priest Aaron, disobeyed God in  using strange fire in  offer- 
ing incense one day. The following punishment from God 
fell upon them: 

“There went owt fire from the Lord, and devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord” (Lev .  10:2), 

G. The Israelites ,In The Wilderness. 
God w as i n  the p rocess  o f  leading them toward that 

good land of Canaan, which He had promised to give them, 
Thus far on the journey, God had been adequate for every 
need they had had. He had brought them through the Red 
Sea miraculously. He had destroyed Pharoah and $is men, 
who pursued them. He had fed them with manna. He had 
made bitter water sweet for them to drink, He had led them 
in a mighty defeat of the Amalekites, who came out against 
them. He had led them by His pillar of cloud by day and 
pillar of fire by night. He had told them He would likewise 
give them the good land west of the Jordan River. Twelve 
sp ies  were sen t  into the land ahead of time. What a wonder- 
ful land it was1 They brought back a specimen of some of 
the f ru i t  that  grew there--a c luster  of  grapes  t h a t  w a s  
carried on a staff between two of them, some pomegranates, 
and some figs. But, ten of the twelve men feared that they 
would not be able to conquer the land because of the giaht- 
s ized inhabitants and their  walled cities. Thei r  report, 
though a direct thrust a t  the abiliey of God to do for them 
what He had said He would do, convinced the m a s s  of the 
people. God was enraged against them, and  wel l  might 
He have been. He pronounced the  following punishment 
upon them, which was fulfilled to the letter: 

“Your carcases shall fall i n  this wilderness; and all 
that were numbered of you, according to your whole 
number, f r o m  twenty years old and upward, which  
have m urmured againse me. Doubtless ye  shall not 
come in to  the land, concerning what I sware to make 
you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
and l o s h u a  the son of Nun (the two faithful spies), 
But your little ones (who were too young to be par- 
takers in their sins), which we said should be a prey, 
them w i l l  I bring in, and they  shall know the land 
which y e  have despised. But as for you, your car- 
cases ,  t h e y  shall fall i n  this wilderness. And your 
children shall  wander i n  the wilderness forty years, 
and b e a r  your  whoredoms, unt i l  your  carcases be  
wasted in the wilderness” (Num, 14:29-33). 

H. The Captivities Of lsrael And Judah. 
Both the northern and southern kingdoms fell away from 

God into idolatry. The northern kingdom of Israel  was  the 
first to fall into idolatry, and it was the first of the  two to 
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go into captivity, God said concerning the kingdom: 

“Samaria ( t h  e c api tal)  shall become desolate; for 
she  hath rebelled against her God: the shall fall by 

and their women with child shall be ripped up” (Hos. 
the  sword: their infants shall be d a s  x ed i n  pieces, 

13: 16). 

The Assyrians came, according to the above prediction, 
and ended them with a terrible slaughter, carrying the bal- 
ance o f  them back to Nineveh, where they were made 
s laves.  In time, God had to pronounce a similar punishment 
upon Judah: 

a6Therefore s h a 1 1  Zion for your sake be plowed as a 
f ield,  and Jerusalem (the capital) shall become heaps, 
and the  mountain of the heuse as the high places of 
the forest” (Mic. 3:12). 

~ _. 

Depart from m e,  y e  cursed, in to  e verlasting fire” 

“Ye serpents, y e  generation o vipers, how can ye 

‘Vf thy hand offend thee (‘cause thee to  sin’), cut i t  
o f :  it i s  be t ter  for thee  to enter into l i f e  maimed, 

that never shall be quenched: where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire i s  not quenched. And i f  t hy  foot 
offend t h e e  , c u t  i t  off: i t  is better for thee to enter 
halt into 1s e ,  than having two f e e t  to  be cast  into 
hell, into t l e fire that never shall be quenched: where 
their w o r m  d i e t h  not, and the fire i s  not quenched. 
And if thine eye offend thee, luck it out: it i s  better 
for thee to enter into the kingkrn of God with one eye, 
than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: where 
their worm dieth not ,  and the fire i s  not quenched” 
p a r k  9:13-48). 

(Matt. 25:41/. 

escape the damnation of hell?” ( d att. 23:33). 

t 5, n having two hands t o  go into hell, into the fire 

The Babylonians came in  f u l f i b e n t  of the above pro- 
phecy, and Judah was made to know that God is a God of 
punishment upon the wicked a s  well a s  a God of blessing 
upon the righteous. punis hmeat: 

c, A s  Delivered Thmugh Paul, 

Here are some words from his inspired pen upon divine 

There are so many things that could be brought from the 
Bible t h e  would show that God has many times risen in  
punishment against wickedness. People who have read the 
Bible know this. I ask: has God changed that He will not 
punish wickedness any longer? Of course# ,not! God is an 
unchangeable God, and He will punish the wicked as H e  
has said He will do as muchas He has punished the wicked 
i n  the past. 

I I .  What God Has Said. 

What has God said concerning H i s  punishment of the 
wicked? Whatever He has said, we should surely believe. 
Let  us look at what He has said concerning the punishment 
)f the wicked. 

A. As Delivered Through John The Baptist. 
Concerning Jesus ,  John preached: 

#*Now also the ax  i s  laid unto the root of the trees: 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into tRe fire...He that 
cometh after me i s  mightier than I...he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire; whose fan i s  
in  his hand, and he will throughly purge h is  floor, 
and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn 
u p  the chaf f  with unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:10-12). 

B .  As Delivered Through Jesus. 

While Jesus was here, We had much to s a y  about the 
punishment of the wicked. Listen to some of Jesus’ pro- 
nouncements upon this subject: 

“Every tree that bringeth not orth good fruit i s  hewn 

“Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do. B u t  I wi l l  fore- 
warn you whom y e  shall fear; Fear him, which after 
he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I s a y  
unto you, Fear himss (Luke 12:4,5). 

‘ C a s t  ye  the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 
2 5: 30). 

“Then s h a  11 he say also unto them on the le f t  hand, 

down, and cast into the fire” ( L att. 7:19). 

“Vengeance i s  mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” 
(Rom. 12:19,l 

g g K n w i n g  therefore the terror of the Lord, we per- 
suade men” ( II  Cor. $1 1). 

“To you w h o  are troubled res t  wi th  us, when the 
Lord Jesus shal l  be revealed from heaven with his 
m i g h y  angels, i n  flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gos- 
pel  of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence o the 

1 : 7-9). 

‘ V i a  that despised Moses‘ law died without mercy 
under two or three witnesses: of how much sorer pun- 
ishment, suppose y e ,  shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son af God, and hath count- 
ed the blood o f  t h e  covenant, wherewith h e  w a s  
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done d s s  i ta  
udto the Spirit of grace? For we know him that l a th  
said, ‘ Y e n  eance belongeth unto me, I w i l l  recom- 
pense, sa i t f  the  Lord. A n d  a ain, T h e  Lord shall 
judge his people. I t  i s  a earfuf thing to fall into the 

‘Vur God i s  a consuming fire” (Heb. 12 : s ) .  

Lord, and from the  glory of h i s  power” (I1 T f ess. 

hands of the living God9* ( 4 eb. 10:28-31). 

D. As Delivered Through Peter And Jude. 
P eter wrotes 

ggThe  Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgment to  be punished’* (I1 Pet. 2:9). 

Jude wrote: 

“1 will therefore p u t  you i n  remembmn c e ,  though ye 
once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved  the 
people out o the land of E g y p t ,  afterward destroyed 

their first estate, but left their own h a b i t a t i o n ,  he 
Lath reserved i n  everlasting chains  under  darkness 
unto the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom and 
Gomrrha, and the cities about them in  like manner, 
giving themselves  o v e r  t o  ornication, and going 
after stran e f lesh,  are s e t  f o r t h  for a n  enample,  
suffering t f e  vengeance of eternal fire” (Jude 5-7). 

them that be t ieved not. And the angels which kept not 

E ,  A s Resealed Through John In R evelation. 
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The book of Revelation has many references. Here are 

a few: 

“The some shall drink of the wine of the wrath of  
God, which i s  poured out without mixture into the 
cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormentedwith 
fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, 
and in the presence of the Lamb” (Rev, J4:lO). 

“Whoever was not found written i n  the book of l i f e  
uas cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:lS). 

“The fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, a n d  s orcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in 
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which 
is the second death” (Rev. 21:8). 

“I testify unto every man that heareth the words of 
the prophecy of this book, If eny man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto h i m  the  plagues 
that are written in  this book” (Rev, 22:18). 

If space were unlimited, we c o d d  go on and on present- 
ing actual quotations right from the Bible on the question 
of God’s punishment of the wicked. We have employed the 
method followed in this study to show that the Bible teach- 
e s  divine punishment of the wicked in  a l ake  that burns 
with fire and brimstone, which is called hell  f ire,  where 
the fire is unquenchable and the suffering unending. If one 
accepts t h e  authority of t h e  Scriptures, t h i s  should b e  
sufficient to establish the fact of God’s coming punishment 
of the wicked. If one doesn’t accept the authority of the 
Scriptures, i t  would do little good to employ mere human 
reasoning to convince one of that coming fact, The question 
is not whether God is going to punish the wicked--He wilI-- 
but how many ate ready to m e e t  the Lord when He comes 
and be found upon His right hand in judgment rather than 
His left hand. Le t  me close by saying: 

“Brethren, give diligence t o  make your calling and 
election sure” (II P e t .  1:10), 

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” 
(Phil. 212) .  

The Reward of 
the Saints 

“The Plan of God!” What a wonderful theme to think 
upon, to f i l l  our minds with, and to learn more about! For 
fifty-one rtodies, we have been thinking together upon it, 
We have learned from what has been set before us. We have 
had other things recalled to our minds, But, all the fore- 
going fifty-one studies would end in  incompleteness should 
we not bring you the fifty-second study-this study on the 
reward of the saints, All the plan of God looks forward to 
the final rewarding of the saints throughout all eternity. 

When Quoting what the Bible says about the after-life of 
hnppiness for God’s children, w e  have been told by dis- 
believers to question the Bible upon this point. We have 

been told that the Bible merely borrowed the idea of immor- 
tality from pagan religions, We are told of the Indian buried 
with his bow and arrow and his dog so he would have them 
when he arrived at the “Happy Hunting Ground”, pe have 
be tn  told of the Egyptians burying treasures and personal 
possesdons  with their dead, who likewise believed i n  ano- 
ther life in  which these things would be used, They say 
the Bible writets borrowed the idea of an after-life. Did the) 
boaow the idea and write it in  the Bible, or we all of these 
existing ideas among the pagans corruptians of the original 
idea given the humatr race by God Himself) No doubt, the 
latter is true. Therefore, the Bible gives us the true elabor- 
&tion of the original idea, <which pagan religions have tor. 
rupted very naturally by the passing of many centuries of 
time. 

Yea, there is a reward for the saints in the great: beyond. 
Why should Christians suffer persecution for righteousness’ 
sake i f  there i s  no reward hereafter. This is the question 
that Paul raised: 

“ I f  after the manner of men I have fought wz‘th beasts 
at  Ephesus, what advantageth i t  me, if the dead rise 
not? l e t  us eat and drink; for to morrow we die” ( I  Cor, 
I $3 2). 

Jesus taught that there is a “pay day” coming for 
righteous, if we may use that expression: 

“When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy 
friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy 
rich neighbours; lest  they also bid thee again, and a 
recompense be madk thee. But when thou makest a 
feast, call the OOT, the maimeds the lame, the blind: 
and thou shalt l e  blessed; for they cannot recompense 
thee: for thou shalt be recompensed a t  the resurrec- 
tion of the just“  (Luke 14:12-14). 

the 

Paul  likewise taught a coming day or reward for faith- 
fulness to Christ, When he neared the hour of death, he 
s a i d  

“I have fought a good fights I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith: henceforth there i s  l a i d  up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that doy: and not to 

but unto all them also that love his appear- 
i”,”B$fiTirn* 4:7,8). 

The truth of the matter is, we are now busy planting 
seeds that will matwe at the coming of Christ, Jus t  as 
Jesus’ parables of the talents (Matt, 25) and the pounds 
(Luke 19) might be divided into three parts: (1) the commit. 
ting to the servants, (2) the administration by the servants, 
and (3) the reckoning afterwards, even so are w e  now in the 
process of administering that which has been committed to 
us. If we prove faithful, we shall  hear those welcome words: 

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou host 
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” 
(Matt. 25:21). 

I, Saints Are Only Partly Rewarded In  This Life. 

A ,  We Do Receive Many Special Blessings Right Here 
In This Life. 

Spiritually, we are the sons  of God right here i n  this 
l i f t  (I John 3:2). This is a great honor, sand i t  brings with 
it many blessings. As a Father, God hears our prayers and 
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gives us  the good things which we ask of Him (Matt, 7: 
7-11). Who can calculate all the blessings received by a 
Christian through rhe answer to his prayers? In our accep- 
tance of Christ, our sins of the D a s t  were washed away in 
Hisblood (Rev, 1:5). Being thus justified before God. we 
have come into the possession of peace of heart and mind 
(Rom. 5:1 and Matt, 11:28,29). This is a peace that the 
world d w s  not have nor can it give it to us (John 14: 27). 
While the world enjoys the pleasures that last but for a 
season, saints have joy that is unspeakable and full of 
glory (I Pet. 1:B). We have found the pleasures that are 
forevermore at God’s right hand (Psa. 1611). While God 
has  not promised to make any of His children earthly rich, 
He has promised to provide their earthly necessities (Matt, 
6:33) a promise which He has not particularly made to the 
unsaved. It is recognized that Christianity pays with refer- 
ence to the life to come, but many fail to realize the bless- 
ings that come even i n  the present life. I Tim. 4:8 says: 

“Godliness is pro itable unto all things, having pro- 

come.” 
mise of the life t d at now i s ,  and of that which is  to 

B. The Main Part Of The Saints’ Reward Is Y e t  To  
Come. 

( I )  We have been to ld  of an inherl tance tha t  i s  to b e  given,  

Notice some of these interesting passages: 

‘#The  Spirit i tself  beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God: and i children, then 
heirs; heirs o f  God, and joint-heirs wi  i Christ” (Rom. 
8:16,17). 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus- 
Christ, which according to his  abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a l ively hope by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away9 
reserved in  heaven for youps ( I  Pet. 1:3,4). 

“For  t h i s  cause  he is the mediator of tho new 
tes tament ,  that  b y  means of death,  for the re -  
demption of the transgressions that were under 
the  f i r s t  tes tament .  they which are called miehb 
rece‘ive t h e  prom’ise b f  e ternal inheritance9’ 
(Heb. 9:15) .  

“ T h e n  shal l  the King say  unto them o n  h i s  right 
hand, Come,  y e  b lessed  of my Father,  inherit  
the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
t ion of the world” (Matt. 25:34). 

“He that  overcometh shal l  inheri t  a11 things;  
and I wi l l  be h i s  God, and he shal l  be my son” 
( R e v .  21:7). 

What a wonderful t ime is ahead for all the saints a s  they 
are granted their eternal inheritances from God made PSS- 

sible through Jesus1 

(2) We have been told o f  crowns that  w i l l  be glven us. 

Crowns are signs of victory, The saints have been pro- 
mised crowns: 

“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life” (Rev. 2:lO). 

“Every man that striveth for the mastery i s  temperate 
in  all things, Now they (people of earth) do i t  (their 
earthly striving) to obtain a corruptible crown; but we 
an incorruptible” ( I  Cor. 9:24). 

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of r ight  
teousness” (It T i m  4 : 8 ,  

Crowns are also signs of ruling, Though our rule has 
not been defined, the Scriptures indicate that we shall rule: 

“They shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 22:s).  

“He that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the 
end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron” (Rev. 2,26,27) 

“ I f  we suffer, we shall also reign with him” (II Tim. 
2: 12). 

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in  
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am s e t  down 
with my Father in  his throne” (‘Rev, 3:20), 

Surely, those who have humbled themselves here will be 
highly exalted then. Those who have served here wil l  pos- 
sess there, Those who have suffered here will reign there. 

( 3 )  W e  have been told o f  a rest that  awaits U S .  

After God had completed His creative work, He rested. 
Hsb. 4 4  makes reference to this fact, and that section of 
Scripture goes on to show that after a Christian’s work here 
on earth is done, there is a rest that awai ts  him. Heb. 4: 
3-11 says: 

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people o f  
God. For he that i s  entered into his rest, he also hath 
ceased from his own works, as God did from his. Let  
us labow therefore to  enter into that rest, l es t  any 
man fall after the same example of unbelief.” 

While the wicked in hell will have no rest day nor night 
(Rev. 14;11), the saints will be enjoying the rest  that God 
has promised theln. “The toils of the road vi!l seem noth. 
inq when we get to the end of the way.” 

11. The Bible’s Description Of Th* Saints’ 
Homo In  Glory. 

A. It .  Will Be Beautiful 
The glory of our heavenly home wi l l  make the finest 

mansion here on earth look as drab as a shack by the side 
of the road. If homes were available here on earth like the 
heavenly home will  be, people would work their fingers to 
the bone uying to obtain them, If such homes were avail- 
able, real estate men would rise to ecstasy in their news- 
paper listings of them. Listen to the Bible’s description of 
its beauty: 

“He shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal” (Rev. 22:l) .  

“He shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God, having the glory 
of God: and her light was like unto a stone most 
precious, even like ajasper stone, clear as crystal; 
and had a wall great and high, .and had twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written 
thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel: on the east three gates; on the north three 
gates; on the south three gates; and on t h e  west 
three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and in  them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the lamb...And the foundations of  the 
wall of the city were garnished with all manner of 
Drecious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the 
second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, 
nn emerald: the f i f th ,  sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the 



seventh, chrysol te; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, P 
topaz; the t e n t l  a chrysopmsus; t h e  eleventh,  a 
jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. .And t h e  twelve 
gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of 
one pearl; and the street of the city was pure gold, as 
i t  were transparent glasstp (Rev. 19:ll-14,lP-21). 

“I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out o j  heaven, prepared as  a bride 
adorned for  her husband” (Rev, 21:2). 

Surely, no earthly beauty and no beautiful structures of 
earth are worthy to be compared with the beauty tha t  will 
be on every hand in heaven. 

B.  I t  Will Be Desirable. 
Listen to these things concerning heaven: 

‘*God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
ctying, neither shall there be an more pain: for the 
former things (the things of earl& are passed awayDp 
(Rev, 21:4). 
“He shewed me a pure river of water o f  l i fe,  clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb, I n  the midst of the street of i t ,  and on  
eitkcr side of the river, was there the tree of lr e, 

fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:1,2). 

which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded ]I er 

Earth’s joys are marred by sorrow. We see sickness, 
pain, and death about us. We see tears, sorrows, and dis* 
appointments here, Were it not for these, earth would be a 
mos t  desirable place to remain in. .But, i n  mddition to hea- 
ven being the beautiful place that i t  will be, it will exclude 
these blighting curses of earth, Health and happiness, 
peace and prosperity will reign over there, Yes, it will be 
desirable, 

C, It Will Be Holy. 
Here, the saint sees sin on every hand, for the whole 

world l ies  i n  wickedness, according to the apostle John 
(I John 5:19). Such is not the environment in  which the 
saint enjoys living. How many times he has remarked how 
wonderful it would be to live in a place where there were no 
crimes, no dishonesty, and no impurity-a place where all 
loved each other, helped each other, and were honest, up- 
right, Christian people, Well, ,heaven will be just such a 
place. Only God and His people will be there, Notice these 
passages telling of the holy company who will be there and 
of their spiritual activity: 

“There shall i n  no wise enter into i t  any thing that 
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie: but they which are written i n  the Larnbts 
book of life” (Rev. 21:27). 

<‘We, according to his promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness” 
(11 Pet. 3:13). 

“1 heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle o God is with men, and he will dwell 

self shall be with them, and be their God” (Rev. 21:3). 

“There shall be no more curse: but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him; and they shall see his face; and his name 
shall be in their foreheads” (Rev, 22:3,d). 

with them, and t d ey shall be his people, and God him- 

When I think of the hpliness of heaven, I can see the 
mistake of those who rush into religion, but do not really 
live for Christ. I t  will do them no good, I see the folly of 
those who go through the outward forms of Christianity 
while not really possessing theSpirit of Godin their hearts, 
I t  will not suffice to gain them heavenly admittance, Those 
poor people who have not loved the Lord enough to open 
their mouths and sing H i s  praises, to be regular i n  their 
attendance at all services of the church, and to engage 
themselves in  the spiritual work of the church, they will 
find themselves barred f rom heavenvs land, for here the 
lukewarm and unconsecrated cannot e nter, I3 acksliders 
w i l l  not make i t  Unconverted people will not make it, Hea- 
rea h a s  been prepared for those preparing themselves for 

it. 

111. Questions That People Ask About Heaven. 

Children are known for asking questions. How they can 
bombard their parents with them1 We can sympathize with 
the woman who had a child after her regular family had 
grown up. She found herself more easily worn down by the 
little fellow than she had with her former children. It seem- 
ed to her that he came well equipped with questions, One 
day when she was near the breaking point, she  said to him, 
“Son, you really are full of questions.” She about had to 
sit down when the little fellow shot back, “Mamma, what’s 
a question)” Well, grown-ups turn children when i t  comes 
to asking questions about the great beyond. Here are three 
commonly asked questions that we would l ike to deal with 
before bringing this study to a close. 

A .  Will There B e  Differences Of Reward In Heaven? 
There are some passages that might seem to indicate 

that there will be, such as Luke 19:L5-19 and I Cor. 3: 
12-15. Then, there are other passages that seem to say  
there won’t be, such as Matt. 20:8-12. We know all w i l l  
either be rewarded alike, or they will be rewarded different- 
ly. It would have to be one or the other. From my studies, 
I personmllyfavor the idea that there will not be  differences 
of rewards in heaven, ¶ very much appreciated the material 
Brother Barber set forth upon this point o n  one  of hie 
“Querists’ Pages” in Volume 1 of “The Voice of Evange- 
l i s m ”  (November 30, 1946). But, let me  s a y  that if God 
sees fit to reward differently, that is up to Him, a n d i t  
will be all right with me. I believe that whatever He might 
do, He will have a just reason for doing whether I under- 
stand it ahead of t ime  o r  not. I know I can say  without fear 
of contradiction that if the Bible teaches a difference in  
heavenly rewards, the Bible does not emphasize that teach- 
ing, Rather, it emphasizes the matter of getting to heaven 
and missing hell. The older one gets i n  the faith and the 
more he or she  does for God, I have noticed a less con- 
cern about special rewards and a greater concern to make 
sure of heaven and to see  that others get there too. 

I have detected time and time again a dangerous thought 
among some who hold the idea that there will be differ. 
ences of rewards in  heaven, I have known people to s a y  
concerning the fact that they weren’t as faithful a~ others 
and weren’t doing as much as others: “Well, 1’11 just set-  
tle for a smaller reward,’’ Yes, quite a little less! The 
Bible doesn’t s ay  that anybody unfaithful w i l l  even get to 



154 
heaven. If a person thinks he or she can do less than what 
one is able to do and at the same t ime  st i l l  reach heaven, 
that person has  atiather think coming! S w h  a person cauld 
be no better c lassed than lukewarm--not cold, bue murclg 
not hot either (Rev. 3: 16)--and the lukewarm are to be re- 
jected and not saved. 

B.  Will We Know Each Other In Heaven? 

Though the Bible does not treat this at length, I be- 
l ieve it gives us enough material by which to draw a defi- 
nite conclusion. I believe we shal l  know each other there. 
I Thess. 4:13-18 is a fine passage upon this point. The 
Thessalonian Christians had somehow gotten it into their 
heads that the living saints would go to heaven before those 
saints who had passed on. Thus, they would m i s s  seeing 
their dead loved ones. But, Pau! corrected the idea by tell- 
ing them the dead saints would be resurrected first of  all, 
and then they with the living saints  would be caught up 
together to meet the Lord. He closed by saying to comfort 
one another with these words. How would they be comfort- 
ed? By knowing they would be reunited with their dead at 
the t ime of Jesus’  return, What comfort would that b e  i f  
they would not know each other at that t ime? There ace 
other consideradons in  the Scriptures, but this h a s  always 
been one of the best in my judgment. 

C. How Can I Be H a p p y  When I Know Some Of My Loved 
Ones Aren’t There? 

Here is a problem that bothers mady people, A l l  of us 
have some loved ones who are not Christians. I n  some 
cases, it may be a husband; id others, a wife; in  others, 
parents; i n  still others, children, or brothers, or sisters,  
or very close friends. People sap: “I know I couldn’t en- 
joy one moment of heaven i f  I keew any of my loved ones 
were in  hell.” 

Whether we can understand how we can be without tears 
i n  heaven when some of our loved ones are  in  hell, we 
can  know that God has said there will be no tears in hea- 
ven (Rev. 21:4), snd I believe it. Notice that it  s ays  God 
will wipe away all tears. He can do wonderful things. He 
will have His way of doing it. He may have to blot the 
knowledge of unsaved loved ones clear out of our memories 
i n  order to wipe tears from our eyes. I know He will have 
His way of doing it, and I know it will be done. The gran- 
deur and glory of heaven may so fascinate us as to cause 
u s  to forget all about the earth, too. 

As we bring this study toward a close, let us remembei 
that Jesus  is coming, and when He does, He is coming to 
reward His people. Rev. 2k12 says: 

“Behold, I come quickly; and my rewardis with me.” 

I t  is natural for heat to rise. I t  is natural for a thirsty 
horse to drink. I t  is natural for a sleepy man to go to bed, 
Have you ever thought that there is law and order with God? 
What He sees men desiring, He will give them an  eternity 
of it. If they love sin, He will give them eternal death (the 
wages of sin). If they prefer the devil to God, He w i l l  cas t  
them into hell forever with the devil, If they desire the 
fellowship of sinners, He w i l l  let them have a n  eternity 
with them. If they have despised spiritual things and the 

company of spiritual people, they will never be bothered 
with them again, for i n  helk, there will be no spirituality 
(no Bible reading, no,preaching, no urging to live right), 
and there will be no spiritual people there. If they have 
preferred the devil’s words to God’s Word, they will get  to 
be  with their master. But, i f  men have hated sin, loved 
God, sought righteousness, obeyed God, and lived for God, 
then He will give them an  eternity of their own choosing. 
No s in  will harass them in heaven, God, whom they love, 
obey, and live for will be  there with them. Righteousness, 
which has  been their law of life, twill be  the rule of hea- 
ven. Notice how all this is borne out in Rom. 2:6-9: 

“(God) who will  render to every man according to 
his deeds: to them who b patient continuance in well 
doing seek for glory and ionour and immortality, e t e p  
nal life: but unto them that are contentious, and do 
not obey the truth, but obey  unrighteousness, in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon 
every soul of man that doeth evil.” 

Yes, God is watching what you are desiring, what you 
are living for. He  is letting you pick out your own eternity. 
And whatever you choose, you w i l l  have to accept. Be 
deeper, then, i n  your life than merely trying to  fool a 
preather or the people. Live for God i f  you would m i s s  
hell and inherit heaven. If you have not turned from s in  in 
an  acceptance of Christ, why do you not do so without de- 
lay? Immediately, turn from your s ins  in  repentance, son- 
fess your faith in  Jesus  Christ before men, be immersed 
in  obedience to Christ that you sins might be hlotted out 
and chat you might enteu into the Christian life in which 
you continue steadfastly until death calls you home, You 
will nevel regret, either i n  time or eternity, that you have 
pursued such a course. The  ways of the world may be 
alluring, but remember where those ways lead, and you 
will find them as abhorrent to you as bitter poison, The  
apostle John called upon the people of his day not to love 
the world, .and he told them why. I use his statement as a 
fitting conclusion to this eutire series of studies, asking 
that you give his statement due consideration in  the light 
of etersity. He s a i d  

“The world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but 
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever‘ (I  John 
2:17). 

When a king asked Euclid whether he 
could not explain his art to him in a more 
compendious manner, he was answered that 
t he re  was no royal  road to geometry. 

Other things may be seized by might o r  
purchased with money, but knowledge is to 
be gained only by study and personal appli- 
cation. This is why many are content with a 
very meager knowledge of the Bible. 
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THE GOD 8EHI"J THE PLAN 

L i s t  the  t h r e e  c h a r a c t e r $ s t i c s  of 
God t h a t  were considered i n  t h i a  
lesson.  
Bow do we know t h a t  God has  be- 
stowed His mercy upon man? 
How do e a r t h l y  provis ions  f o r  s in-  
ner  and s a i n t  a l i k e  show the  mercy 
of God? 
G i v e  another  proof of God's mercy 
by c m p l e t i n g  I J n .  3:l: "Behold, 
what manner of love t h e  Fa ther  
hath bestowed upon us, 'I 

What Bible book speaks much of t h e  
v i r t u e s  of w i s d a ?  
Where do we f i n d  Qod'a wisdoa man- 
i f e s t e d ?  
Give one reason f o r  Qod's  supreme 
wisdom. 
Why has  Ood not  revealed t o  man 
a l l  t h a t  He could have? 
Whet would happen t o  mercy i f  it 
were not combined wi th  j u s t i c e ?  
How was God's j u s t i c e  upheld a t  
Calvary? 
What must of necess i ty  be done a t  
Judgment t o  maintain t h e  j u s t i c e  
of God? 
What does Hom.  2:6 r e v e a l  as an a t -  
t r i b u t e  of God as a r e s u l t  of His 
j u s t  i ce?  
Meuoriee I sa .  55:7. 

I N  THE BROINNINO GOD CREATED 

Prove the p a r t i c i p e t i o n  of all t h e  
Godhead i n  c r e a t i o n  from Gen. 1:l. 
Who are t h e  "us'@ and "our" i n  Gen. 

What a r e  t h r e e  poss ib le  views of 
crea t ion?  
What does the  Hebrew word t r a n s l e -  
tad "c r e  a te"  me en? 
Why does t h e  evolu t ion  theory f a i l ?  
Can you reconci le  c r e a t i o n  and ev- 
Qlut ion? why or why not? 
What do modernists contend as t o  
the  wr i t ing  of Genesis 1 and 27 
What is t r u e  of t h e  w r i t i n g  of Gen, 
1 and 27 
\fiat argument is used t o  prove a 
" sac ond c r e a  t ion" account begin- 
ning with Gen. l:2? 
peal with t h e  I sa .  &:18 argument 
using your Bible. 
What argument is involved i n  the  
use of the  word "replenish" ( h n .  
1: 28)? 

A n s w e r  the  argument by def in ing  
"replenish". 
Give a t  l e a s t  two reasons t o  re- 
f u t e  a "day" of c r e a t i o n  extend- 
ing over a long per iod of time. 
How could threo "days" have pass- 
ed before thg c r e a t i o n  of t h e  sun 
when t i m e  is a c t u a l l y  marked out 
by the  sun'? 
What t h r e e  a t t r i b u t e s  of Ood are 
demonstrated i n  c rea t ion?  
Memorize Psa. 9318. 

HAN AS EB WAS IN THB BEQINHIW 

How long has man been i n  exist- 
ence according t o  Ussher? 
How doas aren d i f f e r  from a l l  oth- 
er th ings  of crea t ion?  

1 : 267 

t ion?  

mnn gained when God placed h i m  up- 
on t h e  e a r t h .  

thinga? 
What f u r t h e r  h e l p  has God given t o  
man i n  t h e  task of subduing all 
things? 

i on? 

6 ,  L i s t  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  b l e s s i n g s  t h a t  

7. Why has man t n i l e d  t o  subdue a l l  

8, 

9 ,  How can t h e  redeemed gain domin- 

LO. &8ori&e Gen. l:27. 

TAE FIRST SIN 

1. 

2. 
7. 

4 .  
5 .  

6 .  
7. 

8. 

9 .  

10. 

Ylhat one p r o h i b i t i o n  d id  God 
place upon Adam and Eve i n  t h e  
garden of Eden? 
What caused them t o  s in?  
How is t h e  d e v i l  p ic tured  through- 
out God's  Word? 
Where d i d  t h e  d e v i l  come from? 
How doas e l l  hlnrsnity s u f f e r  be- 
ceuse of Adam's s i n ?  
Has h i s  s i n  been passed on t o  us? 
What present-day church d o c t r i n e s  
have been formed because of t h e  
" inher i ted  s in"  theory? 
How d i d  Eve 's  decept ion r e f l e c t  on 
h e r  charac te r?  
How d i d  Adam's s i n  r e f l e c t  upon 
him? 
What d id  Adam and Eve do t h a t  is 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of every s i n n e r  to -  
day? 

11. 

12. Analyze t h e  na ture  ol man's f i r a t  

13. Memoriw I1 Cor. 11:3 

Designnte t h e  two ways t h a t  one 
might s i n .  

s i n .  

THE CONSEQUENCES OF TBE FIRSP SIN 

1. 

2. 

3. 
1. 

5 .  

6. 

7. 

8 ,  

Upon whom did  t h e  consequenoes of 
t h e  f i r s t  s i n  f a l l ?  
What f i v e  personal  consequences of 
t h e i r  s i n  c a w  upon Adam end Eve? 
How did  God curse  t h e  ground? 
How did t h e  s i n  of Adam end Eve 
a f f e c t  sucoessive generat ions? 
How did  t h e  s i n  of Adam and )Ive ai-  
fect t h e  d e v i l  and h i s  program? 
Explain the  w a n i n g  of "seed of t h e  
woman" (Gen. 3216). 
Explain "It s h a l l  bruiae thy head 
and thou s h a l t  b ru iae  h i s  heel" 
(Gen. 3:15). 
Memorize I1 Cor. 5810. 

PATRIARCHAL RELIGION 

1. Divide t h e  e r a  of B i b l i c a l  h i s t o r y  
i n t o  t h e  t h r e e  d ispensa t ions  com- 
monly accepted. 

2. L i s t  the  beginning and c l o s i n g  ev- 
e n t  of each dispensat ion.  

3 .  What were acme of t h e  elements 
which c o n s t i t u t e d  P a t r i a r c h a l  re -  
1 i g  i on? 
What was probably man's very f i r s t  
religious a c t  unto God? 
W h e t  was t h e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  r i t e  
given t o  any one por t ion  of human- 
i t y ?  

"olean" end "uncleen" animals be- 
f o r e  the f lood? 

7. Bow do vo conclude t h n t  Qod must 
have given laws before S i n a i  
though they  are not recorded? 
What part d id  the f a t h e r  have i n  
the P a t r i a r o h l  ra l ig ion?  

k .  

5. 

6. What waa t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 

8. 

1, 

2. 

3 .  

h .  

5 .  

6 ,  
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9 .  
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4 .  
5 .  
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7. 
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9 .  
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11. 

12. 

13. 

THE GREAT P W D  

AoW does it happen t h a t  every nu- 
t i o n  (whether heathen o r  C h r i s t i a n )  
seems t o  have en account of R g r e a t  
f l o o d  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ?  
How bad wag t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of men's 
h e a r t s  j u s t  preceding the  f lood? 
How l o n g , a f t e r  c r e a t i n g  the  e a r t h ,  
d id  God d e s t r o y  it? 
Describe t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of Noah and 
h i s  s tanding  before  God. 
What l i g h t  is thrown upon t h e  ohar- 
a c t e r  of Noah through New Testament 
S c r i p t u r e s ?  
Describe t h e  r e a l  import of t h e  
f l o o d  upon t h e  e a r t h .  
What i g  t h e  a r k  of s a f e t y  provided 
f o r  men today? 
Compare t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i g h t  
s o u l s  then  wi th  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of 
souls today. ( I  P e t .  3:21). 
Memorize Gal. 6 : 7 , 8 .  

POST-FLOOD HAPPENINGS 

What was t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  Noah 
d i d  a f t e r  t h e  f lood?  
How does the  Bib le  descr ibe  a p leas-  
ing  o f f e r i n g ?  
How does t h e  B i b l e  descr ibe  an un- 
acceptab le  s a c r i f i c e ?  
What was God's covenant with Noah? 
How d i d  God e s t a b l i s h  it? 
why d i d  God decide  a g a i n s t  so purg- 
ing  t h e  e a r t h  again? 
List some of God's speoial post-  
f l o o d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  which s t i l l  per- 
t a i n  t o  mankind today.  
What was t h e  d e v i l ' s  f i r s t  a c t  upon 
t h e  e a r t h ' s  popula t ion  a f t e r  t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  f lood?  
What o t h e t  t h i n g s  occurred t h a t  
brought the  d i s p l e a s u r e  of God upon 
men? 
Where do we read of t h e  condi t ions  
t h a t  p reva i led  i n  t h e  Gent i le  world? 
What was t h e  prophecy of Noah con- 
cern ing  h i s  sons? 
How have t h e s e  prophecies  been ful- 
f i l l e d ?  
Memorise Rom. l:21,22 

ABRAHAM'S PLACE I N  THE PLAN OF GOD 

1. Of what special s i g n i f i c a n c e  is 

2 .  Describe t h e  outs tanding  charac- 

3. What were some proofs of t h i s  

4.  L i s t  some of t h e  promises which 

5 .  List some of Abraham's desoen- 

t h e  c a l l  of Abraham? 

t e r i s t i c  of Abraham. 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ?  

God made t o  Abraham. 

d e n t s  who fulfill God's promise 
of h i s  becoming a g r e a t  na t ion .  

of Abraham? 

approved of God? 

6. Who are t h e  s p i r i t u a l  descendants  

7. When was it t h a t  Abraham became 

8. Memorise Rom. 2 : 2 8 , 2 9 .  

IBAAC'S PIACIE I N  TIIE PIAN OF GOD 

1. Why is I s s a c ' s  place i n  Bible  h is -  

2. What inc ident  i n  I s a a c ' s  life was 
t o r y  so important? 

uaed as  an ellegom t o  teach  a 
Oreat Bible  t r u t h ?  

Inoident?  
List a few of the i n t e r e s t i n g  in-  
c i d e n t s  In Isaac's life. 

3. What d i d  Paul teach  by Use of, t h i s  

k. 



5. What s i g n i f i c a n c e  does t h e  d e l i v -  
erance of I saac  (at t h e  tiw he was 
t o  be s a c r i f i c e d )  hold f o r  us? 

6. What can  we know of I s a a c ' s  char-  
a c t e r  from these  i n c i d e n t s  i n  his 
l i f e ?  

7. Memorim Gal. 4130.31. 

JACQB'S PUCE I N  THE PIAN OF OOD 

1. 

2. 
3. 

6 .  

5 .  

6 .  

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

11 . 
5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

B .  

5 .  

6 .  

7 .  

9. 
10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

1. 

Give i n s t a n c e s  proving God's cho ice  
of Jacob t o  be t h e  one through whom 
t h e  Abrahamic promises were f u l f i l -  
l ed .  
Who were t h e  twelve pa t r i a rohs?  
what place of importance do they 
occupy i n  Bible  h i s t o r y ?  
what were the  two names given t o  
Jacob and what is each ' s  meaning? 
How did  Jacob ' s  prophecies  concern- 
ing  h i s  sons weed out  a l l  but Ju-  
dah? 
In what way d id  the  b l e s s i n g  of 
pre-eminence come t o  be f u l f i l l e d  
i n  Judah? 
What is t h e  accepted meaning of 
"shi loh" (Gen. 69:10)? 
What reason could be given a s  t o  
why Jacob was chosen r a t h e r  t han  
Esau? 
Give reasons a s  t o  whether J acob ' s  
l i f e  was o r  was not a l t o g e t h e r  
r igh teous .  
&morize Gen. 49:lO. 

THE ISRAELITES I N  EaYpT 

What prophecy was given t o  Abraham 
a s  he a l e p t  which had re ference  t o  
h i s  descendants? 
How did  the  I s r a e l i t e s  hanwn t o  be .. 

i n  Egypt? 
Enumerate e v e n t s  in Joseph 's  l i f e  
which promoted him t o  a p o s i t i o n  
of a u t h o r i t y  i n  Egypt .  
Enumerate even t s  in Jacob ' s  l i f e  
which brought about the  move t o  
Egypt. 
How d i d  the  I s r a e l i t e s  come t o  be 
i n  bondage t o  t h e  Egyptians? 
What measures were employed by t h e  
Egypt ians  a g a i n s t  t h e  I s ra ; l i t es?  
why did  these f a i l ?  
Memorize Gen. 15:17. 

DELIVERED FRaM EGYPTIAN BONDAGE 

who was God 's  agent  of de l ive rance  
f o r  His people? 
Tell something of h i s  family.  
How was he brought i n t o  the  posi-  
t i o n  of rece iv ing  such a  good edu- 
c a t i o n ?  
Where d id  Moses go a t  the  age Of 
f o r t y ?  
What did t h i s  involve a s  a s e r i o u s  
dec i s ion  i n  h i s  life? 
T e l l  of the  even t s  which took Place 
i n  Midian. 
What were the  plagues t h a t  God s e n t  
upon the  I s r a e l i t e s ?  
what was the  prophecy of Joseph 
t h a t  w a s  f u l f i l l e d  a t  t h i s  time? 
Narrate the  exodus. 
A f t e r  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  had crossed 
t h e  s e a ,  what happened t o  the  EWP- 
t i a n s ?  
T e l l  ot the  e f f e c t  of t h i s  inc ident  
among surrounding nat ions.  
Mow doe6 I s r a e l ' s  del iverance com- 
pare  with our del iverance from Sin? 
Memorize Heb. ll:26-26. 

U W  Q I M N  AT SINAI 

What was it that guided t h e  c h i l d r e n  
of I s r a e l  on t h e i r  journey frm 
Egypt t o  Canaan? 

2. What d i d  Ood o m n d  Noms t o  do t o  
ab t tm  b i t t e r  w b r a  of lkmh 
m e t  main? 

3. whut food waa given t o  t h o  Israel- 

4. what was the s i g n i f i o ~  O f  its 
Mm? 

5. what two important event8 took 
Place a t  Rephidim? 

it08 i n  th WilderliOO8? 

6. 

'1. 

8 .  

9 .  
10. 
11. 
12. 
13 

14. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Ir .  

5.  
6 .  

7. 

8. 

9. 

10.  

11. 

now long had the I s r a o l i t e s  been 
i n  t h e i r  fourney from 4 y p t  t o  Bin- 
ai? 
List t h e  c i r o u m t a n c e a  whioh rur- 
rounded t h e  giving of the I a w .  
What happened during the tima t h a t  
Monas was an t h e  mount? 
What was t h e  o u t c o a  of t h i s  act? 
A t  what d a t e  was the  Law given? 
For how long did  it lest? 
R o v e  its dura t ion .  
List s a w  of its p r i n o i p l e s  which 
have been l e g i s l a t e d  a g a i n s t  in 
t h e  New Testament. 
Memorize 001. 2114. 

TSB comma OF m I A W  

WherS do we f i n d  t h e  t a n  c m n d -  
ments l i s t e d  i n  t h e  & r i p t u n a ?  
Write t h e  shortened form of a11 
ten. 
What is t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  &v- 
e n t h  Day Advan t i s t s  on t h e  t en  om- 
mandmwnt s? 
What New Testament passage confirms 
t h a t  t h e  laws on tho t a b l e s  of 
stone passed away? 

W i l l  t h e  t e n  c-ndwnts save us? 
w h a t  reason could t h e r e  have been 
f o r  two t a b l e s  of  s tone  being used 
t o  record t h e  t e n  oomandwnts?  
L i s t  t h e  var ious k inds  of laws oon- 
ta ined  i n  t h e  laws given t o  t h e  
I s r a e l i t e s .  
Give one example of each kind of 
law inrrluded. 
What  d id  J e s u s  give i n  answer t o  
t h e  ques t ion ,  "Whet i s  t h e  great-  
est canmandwnt?" 
Give examples of thono f a i t h f u l  
and those  not  f a i t h f u l  t o  keep t h e  
Law. 
Memorils M e t t .  22137-b0 

1. Where do we read of t h e  p a t t e r n ,  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  e r e c t i o n ,  and dedi-  
c a t i o n  of t h e  tabernacle? 

important? 

nac le . 
2. why is t h e  study of the  tabernac le  

3. Discuss t h e  p a t t e r n  of t h e  tabar -  

b. Bow were the  mater ia l s  .of the  tab-  

5. 

6 .  

7. 

8. 

9 .  

1. 

2. 

3. 

ernaole  mcured? 
Who helped cons t ruc t  t h e  taber -  
naole? 
Where i n  t h e  New T e r t a w n t  do we 
read concerning the  tabernac le  and 
t h a t  which it fomshedowd? 
Show t h e  f u l f i l l m n t  of t h e  high 
p r i e s t  and o ther  priests. 
List each pieco of f u r n i t u r e  i n  the 
t abernaa le  and give t h e  f u l f i l l w n t  
of that which esoh t y p i f i o d .  
Momoriza Eeb. 10122 

UVlTICAL m M W D  

How did  it happen t h a t  t h e  tribe Of 
Isri was chown t o  be t h e  p r i e s t l y  
tribe? 
what t h r e e  groups be6ides the  family 
of Aaron had plaoes of mapons ib i l -  
i t y  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  of tho Is- 
r a e l i t e s ?  
Di s t ingu i sh  between "pr ies t s"  atid 

-+- 

9,bvite.l'. 
What might tbn g a r m n t s  of the  
p r i e s t 6  pref igure  as t o  t h e  W ~ W  
Teotfrmnt priesthood? 

5. What waa done with the  blood of t h e  
@*ram o f  c m r c r e t i o n "  and why was 
it dona? 

6. Who challenged the priesthood of 
Aaron and wha% resul ted? 

4. 

7 .  

8 .  

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

L i s t  t h r e e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of a 
p r i e a t .  
What were some s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  t h e  p r i e s t s  regarding t h e i r  du- 
t ie  s? 
What happened when these r p e c i a l  in-  
s t r u o t i o n s  were violated? 
How did  Qod c a r e  fo r  t h e  b v i t e s  
since they had been given no inher-  
i t a n c e  of land? 
How has the  priesthood been changed 
today? 
Wemoriza Eeb. 411Ir-16. 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8 .  

9 .  

OLD TEmAmNr SACRIFICBB 

List t h e  p i i n c i p l e  s a c r i f  ices f o r  
the Hosaic dispensat ion.  
Explain tho burnt bf fe r ing .  
Explain t h e  meal offer ing.  
How were proper s a c r i f i c e s  chosen? 
Why would God want people t o  go t o  
so much "bother1' a s  the  s a c r i f i c e s  
demanded? 
Why could these saor i f  i c e s  not 
take away s i n ?  
What d id  these  r a c r i f i c e s  accomp- 
lish? 
How, then,  can thow who l ived  i n  
Old Testament timas ever  be aaved 
from t h e i r  s i n s ?  
Memorim neb. 9:15.  

1. 

2. 
3. 

Ir. 

5. 

6. 

f .  

0. 

9. 
10. 

11. 

Name t h e  three  great  f e a s t s  and 
t h e i r  da tes .  
Where were they t o  be observed? 
Discuss the  names and manner of ob- 
serving the  other  f e a s t s .  
Where was t h e  f i r s t  Passover Feast 
observed? 
By what other  names is t h i s  f e a s t  
known? 
What exceptiona Were made a s  t o  its 
observance? 
L i s t  th ree  ways i n  which the  term 
t'passover'' i s  used. 
How does the  Greek word f o r  Pente- 
c o s t  expla in  the t i m e  when it  was 
cbserved? 
List other  names f o r  t h i s  f e a s t .  
What was the purpose of the f e a s t  
of Pentecost? 
Whet w s s  the  double purpose i n  the 
f e a s t  of Tabernacles? 

12. What is its other name? 
13. kom various events  i n  t h e  l i f e  of 

Jesus  which occurred a t  the  time 
of the  Passover Feast. 

11. Memorize Lk. 22:29,30. 

1-L CO-D I N  'IZ9 W1IDERmS 

1. 

2. 
3. r c .  
5. 

6. 

'1. 

8 .  

From what place did Hones send the  
s p i e s  i n t o  Canaan? 
Bow man9 spies were sent?  
Sow were they cnonen? 
Why wore they sent?  
For how 1-?g did they remain i n  the  
land? 
What d id  they report  upon t h e i r  
re turn? 
Describe the react ion of the  peo- 
p le  when they heard the  repor t  of 
the  spies? 
What did b l e b  and Joshua reply t o  
the  p.OPl..) 



9 .  

10. 

11. 

12 I 

13. 

14, 

15 e 

16 

17. 

1, 

2 .  

3 .  
4. 

5 .  

6 .  

7. 

8 ,  
9. 

10 * 

11. 

12. 

13. 

lk . 
15 I 
16. 

17. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

k. 

5 ,  
6. 
7 .  

8 .  

9 .  
10. 
11. 
12 I 

the g i s t  Of God's POMltY 4, Whrt good c b r a c t o r i a t i a  y.i .vi- 3. How m n y  tiwr is t b r e  a predic-  
i r p m d  bemuse of tho unb.1i.f of 
His people ,  9. Whnt wnr h i s  f i r a t  b a t t l o ?  T e r t a w n t  S c r i p t u r a a ?  
What caused t h e  cothaern exbib i tad  6 *  What th ingn  l e d  t o  h i s  downfall? 4, W s t  8- s p e c i f i c  t h i n q n  fore-  
by Moses? 7, Whnt dawe know of h v i d ' r  e a r l y  men by the Old Testament prophets  
What was God's answer t o  Woema@ 
prayer? 8, L i s t  @om outs tanding  t h i n g s  about 5 .  Give two f a m i l i a r  passaoes which 
Which people were t o  go on i n t o  h i s  re ign .  p r e d i c t  Christ's c r u c i f i x i o n .  
Canaan? 9 ,  Tell of h i s  t e r r i b l e  s i n  and t h e  6. What are some of t h e  t h i n s 8  which 
Bow did  God detbl l l ine t h e  tire ap- e v i l  brought t o  him by it, 
pointed for His people t o  wander 10. Why was Solomon not i n  l i n e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  d i s p e n s a t i o n ?  
i n  t h e  wilderness? t h e  throne? 7. What prophet  t o l d  of Jesue '  being 
What happened t o  t h e  ten  unfai th-  11, What was h i s  famous c h o i c e l  crowned? 
f u l  sp ies?  12 ,  L i s t  important th inga  concerni%g 8,  What prophet  t o l d  of t h e  day of 
What d id  the  people do a f t e r  t h i s  
t h a t  aga in  brought God's hand of 
wrath aga ins t  them? TEE KIN(IDCW AFTgR IT DIVIDED pant?  
Gjve New Testament re ferences  re- 
l a t i n g  t o  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of our 
f a l l i n o  from Gad's  orace as Lsrael  2. What "object lesson" was presented 11. How can  we re late  Zech. 6:14 and 
d i d .  t o  Jeroboam? Epb. 2111-137 (Use your Bible), 
Memorim Heb. 3:12,13. 3. What d id  Jeroboam do t h a t  brought 12, What Old Testament prophet  is quo- 

donoed t n  h i r  earl7 l i fo? t i o n  of Christ's coming i n  the Old 

l i f e ?  r e l a t i n g  t o  Christ(r coming. 

t h e  prophets  foresaw concerning t h e  

h i s  reign--both good and bad, Pentecos t?  
9 .  What prophet  spoke of a new cove- 

10. What prophet  v i v i d l y  pred ic ted  Gen- 
1, Who was Jeroboam? t i l e  convers ions?  

t r o u b l e  t o  the  kingdcm? ted  many times i n  t h e  New Testa-  
THE CON?UEBBT JOBBUA 4, How did  Jeroboam come t o  be king? ment concern ing  h i s  teaching  j u s t i -  

Why is the  book of Numberr so 
named? 
why was a new l e a d e r  ohogen f o r  
God's people? 
Who was chosen? 
T e l l  something of h i s  previous as- 
s o c i a t i c n s  with t h o  I s r a e l i t e s  and 

B r e a k  down the word, Weuteronomy" 
t o  give its meaning. 10. How was t h i s  acoomplished? 1. What was t h e  event  from which ev- 
What is included i n  t h e  book of 

L i s t  Moses' f i n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
t h e  people. 
Where d id  he d ie?  

two s p i e s  i n t o  J e r i c h o .  
Describe the c r o s s i n g  of the  Jor -  
dan. 
What important provis ion  of God 
was cut O f f  after the crossl- 16. Describe t h e  f a l l  of t h e  South. 
ed Jordan? Why? 
Give proof a g a i n s t  unbel iever ' s  ar-  
guments a s  t o  t h e  impoas ib i l l ty  of 
t h e  f a l l  of J e r i c h o .  
Give a rchaeologis t s '  account of the  
r u i n  of the mils and t h e  f i r e  a i -  1. Name 8- Of t h e  Onpt iMs from the  9' When It given? 
t e r  they f a l l .  southern tribes who were s l a w s  i n  loa To was it given? 
What evidence do we have proving 
Cod's au thor i ty  as t o  t h e  rebuild- 2. Why were t h e  l a t e r  years of cap- 
ing of Jer icho? t i v i t y  b e t t e r  far t h e  Jews than  12. When d i d  t h e  oppos i t ion  a c t u a l l y  
Why did  I s r a e l  fail t o  capture  A i ?  the  f i r s t ?  begin? 
How waa the  land divided i n  Jo$h- 3 .  What lesson  did t h e  c a p t i v i t y  13. What d a t e  d o  we have pivan t o  us 
u a ' s  old age? 
How old waa Joshua when he died? 4, h t  probably 0u-d them of idols. 14. why 1s December twenty-fifth piv- 

5 .  Why did  Jeroboam m e t  up t h e  ido l -  

6. What became of it? of t h e  "day of t h e  Lord'"? 
7. Who else brought a rap id  dec l ine  14. What does  t h a t  express ion  megn? 

f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h ?  
a t r o u s  worship of t h e  north? 13. What prophet  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  coming 

i n  t h e  kingdom of I s r a e l ?  How? 15. Who prophesied of a f u t u r e  resur- 
What servant Of God 
rebuke t h e m  th ings?  

Baal worship? 

r e c t i o n  of all? to 

noses. 9 .  What prophet a c t u a l l y  destroyed TIIg ML38m IS BORN 

11. What two man prophesied t h a t  the  e r y t h i n g  was dated p r i o r  t o  t h e  
nor thern  kingdom would f a l l ?  system of our present  ca lendar?  

dom a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  northern ca lendar  d a t e ?  
kingdom? 3 ,  Name the  t rend  of thought t h a t  

Jos iah?  

f e l l ?  t a n t ?  

southern kingdom before its f a l l .  

addition to  laws? 12,  What  happened t o  t h e  southern king- 2 .  From what e w n t  does cur present 

relate entrance of the 13. What Prophet lamented t h e  death of denies  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  of C h r i s t .  
4. Explain "virgin"  b i r t h .  

14. What king ru led  when the south 5 .  Why is t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  so impcr- 

15. L i s t  those who prophesied t o  the  6. What is  s i g n i f i c a n t  about t h e  hum- 
b l e  parentage of J e s u s ?  

7, What des ign  was i n  God's plan as 
He gave t o  us a record of Jesus' 
f i r s t  v i s i t o r s ?  

p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  Jesus?  

17. How long had it been i n  e r i s t a n c e ?  

TBB RESKRATIOW PgRIdD 8 .  Who gave t h e  f i r s t  prophecy of op- 

Babylon. 11, Of what s i g n i f i c a n c e  was t h e  pro- 
phesy t o  Mary? 

br ing  t o  the  Jews? a s  J e s u s '  b i r t h d a t e ?  

t r y ?  

l a t i n g  t o  the  Jews' r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  

en t o  us a s  t h e  c o r r e c t  da te?  
What do  we have recorded in the 
S c r i p t u r e s  as t o  t h e  ohservance 
of t h i s  as t h e  d a t e  of H i s  b i r t h ?  

TlIE TIME OF 'PBS JWES 5.  G i v e  two accounts  of nrophecy re- 

What commandment d id  I s r a e l  f a i l  own land. 
t o  obey? 6. How m n 9  Bible books dea l  with the  
When did t h e i r  r e b e l l i o n  toward re turn?  
t h i s  commandment begin? 7. Nape them, 
What d id  Cod do t o  punish the peo- 8. L i s t  th ree  important c h a r a c t e r s  cd 1, mre do  we find the of 
ple? t h e  r e t u r n  and t h e i r  work. J e s u s  recorded? 
How did the rule of the  judges 
come t o  have a place i n  God's plan? (Give two reasons). 
How many judges ware there?  10. What s p e c i f i c  th ings  per ta in inn  t o  3. why did Luke t r a c e  t h e  l i n e  a l l  
F a t  type of men ware they? t h e  Mosaic ordinances ware rein- 
For  what length of t i m e  did they in the life Of the 4. Why does Matthew t rnce t h e  l ineage 

people who returned? through Joseph? r u l e ?  
Wlrat important reques t  was made a t  11. How long had it been since these  5 ,  my does Luke the lineage 
the  end of t h i s  per iod? ordinances were f i r s t  given? 
Why d id  t h i s  happen7 12. W h a t  one very ev ident  f a c t  is 6. Why were c e r t a i n  omissions made i n  
Wht did  the reques t  ind ica te?  pointed out t o  us by t h e  res tora-  
What did God do? t i o n  wriod? 7. L i s t  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  good people i n  
How d i d  it br ing  sorrow? the  l i n e  of C h r i s t .  

m GENlmuxw OF JE8vs 

9 .  WhY d id  God allow them t o  re turn?  2 .  my did Matthew trace j e s u s i  an- 
b e s t q  through David? 

the  way baok t o  Adam? 

through Mary? 

t h e  genealogy of Matthew? 

mopBHf5 FtXUaAw mUmc AGE 8. L i s t  some of t h e  bad people  i n  t h e  
ISRAEL'S FIRST lgRgE KIWS l i n e .  



denced by t h e  Jewish records of 
oemslom? 
Why could a 'hessiah t o  com not  be 
i d e n t i f i e d ?  

12. 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4 .  

6 .  

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

1 2 .  

13. 

1 4 .  

15. 
16. 

1. 
2. 

.7 >.  

4. 

5 .  

7 .  

8. 
9 .  

10. 
11. 

12. 

13. 

15. 

16. 

17. 
18. 

Why do a l l  t h e  writers except  John 
refer t o  t h e  forerunner  of C h r i s t  
as "John t h e  Baptist"? 
Why was he c a l l e d  "the Bapt is t"?  
How was John r e l a t e d  t o  Jesus?  
What a a s o c i a t i o n  could t h e r e  have 
been between t h e  two during boyhood 
days? 
What were some of the  ways t h a t  
John was unusual? 
How did  t h e  minis t ry  of John paral-  
l e l  t h a t  of E l i j a h ?  
Why d i d  he not  perform mirac les  
during h i s  minis t ry?  
What was h i s  message? 
What was h i s  ch ief  mission? 
What w a s  t h e  response t o  h i s  min- 
i s t r y ?  
Why d id  h i s  preaching ga in  such a 
resuonse from t h e  people? 
What s ta tement  d id  J e s u s  make con- 
cern ing  t h e  leaders '  r e j e c t i o n  of 
J o h n ' s  message? 
What happened t o  John because of 
h i s  rebuke a g a i n s t  Herod? 
What tempta t ion  came i n t o  John 's  
l i f e ?  
What was h i s  f i n a l  f a t e ?  
What was t h e  dura t ion  of h i s  l i f e ?  

JESUS' BAPTISM AND W A T I O N S  

Where d i d  John do h i s  bapt iz ing?  
Locate t h e  place as being Southern 
by t h e  reasons  given i n  t h e  lesson ,  
How f a r  d id  J e s u s  walk t o  be bap- 
t ized? 
"hy d id  J e s u s  w a i t  Unt i l  John had 
preached f o r  a while t o  be bap- 
t i z e d ?  
HOW do w e  know t h a t  J e s u s  was im- 
mersed? 
What does Luke record Concerning 
J e s u s '  coming out of t h e  water? 
What event  immediately followed Je-  
sus '  baptism? 
Why d i d  t h i s  happen? 
How was t h i s  a s ign  t o  John? 
Define "Messinh". 
What o ther  important th ing  t h a t  
happened a t  Jesus '  baptism? 
What was t h e  d e v i l ' s  purpose i n  
tempting Jesus?  
What was God's purpose i n  Jesus '  
temptat ions? 
L i s t  the  t h r e e  temptat ions i n  the 
wilderness .  
How did J e s u s  combat t h e  d e v i l ' s  
temptat ions? 
Name o ther  temptat ions which Jesus 
had t o  face .  
How was He s t rengthened f o r  them? 
Memorize James 1:7 and James 4:s .  

THE NINISIRP OF JESUS 

1. What was t h e  length of t h e  minis t ry  

2 .  For how long w a s  J e s u s  on e a r t h  a f -  

3. Where d id  He preach? 
4 .  Was He e v e r  preaching a t  any o ther  

5 .  Why? 
6 .  What were some of Jesus '  claims? 
7.  What d id  H i s  miracles  prove? 
8. Give t h r e e  reasons a s  t o  why Jesus  

9. What one phase of Jesus '  teachings 

of Jesus?  

t e r  H i s  resur rec t ion?  

place outs ide  t h i s  area? 

was a master teacher .  

espec ia l ly  showed wisdom i n  g e t t i n g  

t h e  "point  acros3'. 

d i f f e r e n t  fra. those  of a n  ordinary 
teacher?  

11. List a t  least f i v e  t h i n g s  that Je- 
s u s  taught  about t h e  kingdm. 

12. What one t h i n g  d i d  J e s u s  t e a c h  t o  
be a n  imposs ib i l i ty?  

10. How were the teachings  of Jesus SO 

JESlM AS JQDGED BY oTBgR9 

1. What was one of t h e  most f r e -  
quent  charges  thrown a g s i n s t  Jesus  
by t h e  enemy? 

which were brought a g a i n s t  Jesus. 

ing c r i t i c i z e d  by f r i e n d s ?  

who t e s t i f i e d  t o  His d i e t y .  

t h e  innocence of Jesus.  

2 .  L i s t  a t  least f o u r  o ther  charges  

3. What were two occasions of H i s  be- 

4. Give a t  least f i v e  of those  people 

5. L i a t  f i v e  of those  who declared the  

THE HEART OF THE WPEL 

1. 

2. why is it so important  that noth- 

What were  men c-nded t o  preach? 
(Mk. 16:15). 

ing b u t  t h e  gospel  is preached? 
(Rom. 1:161. 

does i n  I Cor. 15:9,b.  
3.  Summarize t h e  gospel  a s  Paul 

4. What does t h e  word "gospel" mean? 
5. If God had planned Jesus' death,  

why were t h e  men who c r u c i f i e d  A i m  
he ld  g u i l t y ?  

6. Give evidence of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when 
Jesus  died He bore t h e  g u i l t  of our 
s i n s .  

C h r i s t ?  

memorate C h r i s t ' s  death? 

t i m e  of Jesus '  b u r i a l ?  

p r e d i c t i o n  of His b u r i a l ?  

7. Who a l l  p r o f i t e d  by the  dea th  of 

8. What two important  ordinances com- 

9. How do we f i g u r e  t h e  approximate 

10. What Old Testament book conta ins  a 

11. Where was He buried? 
12. What S c r i p t u r e  reveals t o  us  t h a t  

baptism is a b u r i a l ?  
13. Give one reason a a a i n s t  t h e  sub- 

s t i t u t i o n  of SDrinkling f o r  i m -  
me rs ion ,  

14. L i s t  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  important f a c t s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of Je- 
sus .  

ed t h a t  Sunday w a s  t h e  day of Je- 
s u s '  r e s u r r e c t i o n ?  

15. What e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  writers s t a t -  

TEE S I G N I F I C A ~  OF THE ASCENSION 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

How were t h e  f o r t y  days between 
t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  and t h e  ascension 
spent?  
How d6 w e  know that Jesus  no longer 
has  a f l e s h l y  body? 
Give t h r e e  arguments aga ins t  the 
thought t h a t  the change i n  Jesus '  
body took place a t  t h e  resurrec-  
t i o n .  
How d i d  t h e  ascension of Jesus  re-  
la te  t o  His priesthood? 
How can  He h e l p  us  i n  t h e  t i m e  of 
temptat ions? 
When was Qod's Kingdom t o  be s e t  
UP? 
Who was promised t h e  throne? 
When d id  He rece ive  t h e  glory? 
What passage of New Testament 
S c r i p t u r e  t e l l s  u s  these  things? 
What is t h e  denominational idea of 
Jesus '  coronat ion? 
How is our j u s t i f i c a t i o n  re la ted  
t o  t h e  ascension? 
Memorize Dan. zrbb .  

--4-- 

1. 
2. 
3. 
Ir. 
5 .  

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 

11. 
12. 

13 
14. 

15 
16.. 

17. 

18. 

Dei ine "disciple". 
Dsfine "apostle". 
How rang a p o s t l e s  were there?  
Nape as amy as you can.  
How d i d  Jesus  contac t  those who 
becam His apos t les?  
How d i d  Jesus  prepare t h e  apos t les  
f o r  t h e i r  work? 
How important was t h e  o f f i c e  of 
apos t lesh ip?  
What w a s  the  scope and durat ion of 
t h e i r  minis t ry? 
Explain John 20129. 
Give two reasons f o r  t h e  apos t les '  
need of supernatural  help.  
What h e l p  was givan t o  them? 
What s p e c i a l  h e l p  w a s  given t o  con- 
f i rm  t h e i r  preaching? 
Where did  t h e i r  work begin? 
What was the message given t o  the 
people through t h e  a p o s t l e  Peter?  
What was the  r e s u l t ?  
How were the a p o s t l e s '  exhorta- 
t i o n s  t o  var ious congregat ions 
preserved f o r  us? 
How does the work J e s u s  had plan- 
ned f o r  them go on y e t  today? 
Memorize Hat t .  28:18-20. 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 
12. 

13. 

1. 

2.  
3. 
4 .  

5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 

What i s  the "church-kingdom" 0 0 ~ 1 -  
t i o n  taken by denominationalism? 
I n  what two ways i s  t h e  "kingdom" 
referred t o  i n  t h e  Scr ip tures?  
Give one proof t h a t  Mk. 14:25 re- 
l a t e s  "the kingdom" and the 
"church". 
Prove t h a t  the church i s  the king- 
dom on e a r t h  from Mk. 9 : l .  
Use Old Testament prophecy t o  
prove t h a t  the kingdom has already 

How do we know t h a t  J n .  3:5 speaks 
of t h e  church? 
Wnat passage i n  Matthew uses Jesus' 
own words t o  l i n k  t h e  church and 
t h e  Kingdom? 
When d id  Paul make mention of the 
kingdom? 
When d id  John make mention of the 
kingdom? 
Since  t h e  e p i s t l e s  were addressed 
t o  t h e  Chr is t ians ,  ( i n  the church) 
expla in  t h e  passages re fer r ing  t o  
"the kingdw". (I Pet .  1:11, I Cor. 
15:50, Matt. 8 : l l ) .  
When w i l l  men i n h e r i t  the  kingdom' 
Where does denominationalism teach 
t h i s  inheri tance t o  be? 
What does denominationalism do t o  
the kingship of C h r i s t ?  

coma. 

TRE L A W  AND TBE GOSPEL 

What was the purpose of the  law of 
Moses? 
When d id  God abrogate  the  law? 
Why i s  the law unable t o  save? 
When did  the gospel go i n t o  e f -  
f e c t ?  
What i s  its durat ion? 
What is t h e  d i f fe rence  a s  t o  the 
a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  l a w  and the 90s- 
pel?  
\mat power lies i n  the gospal? 
L i s t  four  evidences from the New 
Testament which d is t inguish  the 
gospel a s  having g r e a t e r  power than 
the l a w .  

TBB mo s m ~ 8  OF SALVATION 

1. What are the two s i d e s  of salva- 
t ion?  



What was God's viaw of man i n  the 
beginning? 
What is modernism's d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
mnn i n  the beoianing? 
IIow did Jegus find man when Be 
came? 
What f a o t  proves t h a t  t h e  d e v i l  did 
not  succeed i n  damning e l l  men, 
even though h i e  power over man was 
very grea t?  
Describa God's deol ings  with bath 
Jew flnd G e n t i l e ,  
What .b r u m ' e  p a r t  i n  pertakine of 
sa lva t ion?  
What w i l l  happen t o  those  who do 
not  obey the gospel? 
Whet perfected Jews as savior?  
What must one do a f t e r  t h e  i n i t t e l  
obedience t o  God's w i l l  ha8 been 
perf ormed? 
Memorize Reb, 519,  

TtIR M)cTRINE OF COMlgRBION 

What is t h e  meaning of t h e  term 
"conversion"? 
why is "conversion" a necessary 
thing? 
Dis t inguish  betwaen r 'Chris t ians ' l  
and "slime r s" , 
How is conversion broueht about 
according t o  t h e  Scr ip tures?  
How a r e  man's outlook end des i re8  
changed? 
Iiow can h i s  w i l l  be changed? 
Bow can he have h i s  g u i l t  re -  
moved t o  be changed t o  p u r i t y  
before God? 
Memorize Gal. 2 1 2 0 .  

TEE D l V I N E  MWRTANCX OF BAPI'ISH 

3 0  

b ,  

5 ,  

6 ,  

I, 

2 ,  

3. 

b ,  

5 .  

6. 

7. 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

b ,  

5 .  

6 .  

7. 

8. 

h t  d o o t r i n a  i c  advmated  i n  con- 
trast t o  the need f o r  re rs in$np 
s t e a d f a a t ?  
Prove by t h e  Bar ip tures  t h a t  the  
d o c t r i n e  of eternal s e c u r i t y  is 
f a l a e .  (Give a t  least  two arpu- 
w n t a . )  
Give a t  l e s a t  t h r e e  reasons t h a t  
would prove t h e  "once saved, al- 
ways saved" theory  t o  be r i d i c u -  
lous, 
Memarlee I Cor. 15158, 

"HE 8XEFBERM OF l?nr F W  

b o  l e  respons ib le  f a r  an ind i -  
v i d u a l ' s  remaining f a i t h f u l  t o  
C h r i s t ?  
What t i t l e  meaning "elder" shows 
him t o  be a shepherd? 
What l a  the work designated t o  t h e  
e l d e r s  t b a t  would oause them t o  be 
known as shepherds? 
What p r e v a i l i n g  a t t i t u d e  today con- 
carn ing  t h e  e l d e r s h i p  shows a re -  
b e l l i o u s  s p i r i t  among t h e  churches? 
Why does t h e  c f f i c e  of t h e  e l d e r  
s u f f e r  today? 
Where are t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  far  

i n 0  t h e  f a i t h f u l n e s s  of e a r l y  
C h r l s t i a n s  shows t o  us t h e  import 
tance of t h e  Lord ' s  supper? 
What New Testament passage shows 
t h e  Lord's supper t o  be t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s '  assembly? 
Prove a weekly observance of  t h e  
Lord ' s  sunper  from A c t s  Z O 1 7 ,  I Cor. 
1612, and 1 C o r .  11. 
Memorize 1 Cor.  10116, 

PRAISE ANI, PRAW 

D i s t i n g u i s h  between "praiseiv en0 
I' prayer",  
What is our  reason  f o r  p r a i s i n g  
God? 
Bow can  our n r e i s e  be expressed 
t o  God? ( L i s t  s t  l o e e t  t h r e e  ways), 
What p r o f i t  l a  t h e r e  In B study o f  
Old Testament men who prayed? 
What is t h e  b s e i s  f o r  prayer? 
Give t h r e e  exemnles of and 
e x h o r t a t i o n s  t o  s t e a d f a s t n e s s  
i n  o r a y e r .  
Give examples of t h r e e  persons 
who were f e r v a n t  I n  nreyer .  
Memorize James 5:16. 

C o n t r a s t  heathen i d e a s  of God and 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ' s  view, 
What unique teaching  d i d  C h r i s t -  
i a n i t y  b r i n e  concerning love? 
What is one p r e v a l e n t  misconception 
of love? 
L i s t  t h r e e  phases of Bible  love ,  
What was God's s tandard  of love? 
What was man's s tandard  of love? 
What  does  man's love f o r  God in- 
volve? 
h'ho must w e  inc lude  i n  t h e  com- 
mandment, "Love thy neighbor"? 
Give J e s u s '  s tandard  of love f o r  
c u r  f e l  lawmen. 
What are some t h i n g s  t h a t  Chrie- 
t i a n s  a r e  not  t o  love? 
What i s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of those  who 
d o  not  love 8s the) should? 
Memorise I J n .  3:18. 

TBB FBUWSHIP OF THB CBURM 

G i v e  f i v e  reaeona why ws should 
seek t h e  fe l lowship  of t h e  s a i n t s .  
Why d i d  Saul  suffer hardship when 
he sought comfort f r a n  God's people? 
L i s t  f i v e  reasons  why o t h e r s  need 
our  fe l lowship .  
Why must t h e  church p r a c t i c e  d is -  
fe l lowship?  
Use t h r e e  proofs  e g a i n s t  t o o  much 
freedom i n  fellcwshlpping o thers .  
What should we d o  if we cannot f i n d  
a group w i t h  whcm we c s n  conscien- 
t i o u s l y  be i d e n t i f i e d ?  
Give examples of sow, who were pun- 
i shed  for havi& fe l lowship  with 
thorn who were not  God's people .  
t4emori.n II 3n.  1 0 l l l .  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5 .  
6 .  
7 .  

a. 

9. 

10 I 

11 * 

12 0 

1. 
2 .  

3 .  

b .  

5. 

6 .  

7. 

8. 

9 .  

10. 

11. 

What is t h e r e  i n  t h e  g r e e t  com- 
mission t o  prove t h e  importance 
of be p t  ism? 
How many conversions are record- 
ed in the  book of Acts? 
How many of t heM mention bap- 
tism? 
Lis t  as many of the  recorded con- 
versions a9 you can .  
What s i g n i f i c a n t  statements a r e  
made cnncerning baptism i n  Acts 27 
When did Saul become a saved i n d i -  
vidual? Give s c r i v t u r e ,  
What does baptism sgmbolice? 
How does baptism p i c t u r e  a change 
being wrought wi th in  a s  the  ourvard 
a c t  is performed? 
How d o e s  one g e t  i n t o  Chr is t?  Give 
two S c r i n t u r e s  a s  proof of your 
nnswer. 
Memoriee I1 Cor. 5:17. 

NEW LIFE A PRODW OF CON'WUION 

Whet is the  r e s u l t  of conversion i n  
one 's  l i f e ?  
How do many preachers f a i l  i n  nek- 
ing conversion clear? 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

11, 

5. 

6 .  

7.  
8, 

9 .  

10, 

THE 

1. 

2 .  

3 .  

a .  

5 .  

6, 
7 .  

HlMITIVg CmISTIAMITY 

Define "pr imi t ive  C h r i s t i a n i t y " ,  
Give t h r e e  reasons  f o r  our i n t e r -  
e s t  i n  p r i m i t i v e  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  
When d i d  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n s p i r e  
men t o  guide t h e  e a r l y  church? 
How h a e  t h e  respect f o r  t h e  au- 
t h o r i t y  of C h r i s t  in r e l i g i o n  
chanped? 
C o n t r a s t  t h e  preaching of t h e  ear -  
l~ church  with today ' s  nethod. 
What was t h e  simple organlea t ion  
of t h e  e a r l y  church? 
What was t h e  d e t e r n i n i n e  f a c t o r  ea 
t o  t h e  naming of e n r l y  C h r i s t i a n i -  
t y ?  
How wre baptism and t h e  Lord's 
supper cbserved i n  t h e  beginnino 
days of C h r i s t i a n i t y ?  
What was t h e  outlook of e a r l y  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  toward o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  
end s i n ?  
Elabora te  upon t h e  way of l i f e  
known t o  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i e n s .  
bmcrire  Jude 3. 

1 .  

2. 

3. 
8 .  

5 .  

6. 

7, 
8 ,  

Who is respons ib le  f o r  t h e  evan- 
g e l i z a t i o n  of the world? 
Who i s  an "evangelist" i n  t h e  
Bible m n w ?  
L i s t  f o u r  d u t i e s  of the evangel i s t .  
How h e s  t h e  w t h o d  of evengelize- 
t i o n  i n  our a resont  day changed 
I r a  p a s t  w t h o d s ?  
How does nn e l d e r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h e  'program of evangelism? 
List f i v e  v a r i o u s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
l a i d  upon church ambers who a r e  
cornended t o  be e v a n g e l i s t i c .  
Why is evangelism so importent? 
bmorim &tt. 9836-38. 

LORD'S IS DIVIWLT MWRTAW How d o e s  f a i t h  lead  t o  e new l i f e  i n  
C h r i s t ?  
What does repentance do t o  br inp  a 
new l i f e ?  
What s r e  srsae of t h e  s p i r i t u e l  
values received when an individual  
confesses Christ? 
How does baptism lead t o  a new l i f e ?  
Memorize ROD. 6 :  1-b.  

COKTINUIN3 SlgADPABTLi' 

m a t  was t h e  f i r s t  th ing  a f f i rned  
about t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  converts? 
Give one Scr ip ture  end one "cam- 
non-sense" reason f o r  continuing 
s teadfas t ly  i n  the  f a i t h .  

rn 

1. 

2. 

3. 

h ,  

5.  

6. 

7. 

Bow is t h e  importance of t h e  Lord's 
supper shown t o  us? 
What does t h e  Lord's supper C-E- 
orate.) 
Row i n  tho Lard's supper a comun- 
ion? 
D o e s  par tak ing  of t h e  Lord 's  supper 
have anything t o  do with the  ra-  
mission of sins? 
What i s  t h e  ra ference  made by Jesus 
concerning e a t i n g  and dr inking t h e  
Lord ' s  supper? 
Rov wes t h e  Lord's supper prefigur- 
ed?  
Whst N e w  TestPlnsnt passage dec ls r -  

--5-- 

THINM CONNJUXED W m  T S E  RETURN OP JESUS 

1. How lono  d id  Jesus s t a y  on t h e  
e a r t h  a f t e r  His first coninp? 

2. How w i l l  Jesus come t o  e a r t h  a 
second t im? 

3. What does t h e  Bible have t o  re-  
v e a l  concerning the  r e l a t i o n  of 



J e s u s  coming with tbe w s u r r e o t i o n  
of t h e  dead? 

I. What w i l l  heaven be l i k e  eft.? 
t h e  r eeu r rec t ion?  

5. What w i l l  happen t o  t h e  people 
y e t  a l i v e  when J e s u s  oors? 

6. What w i l l  be another  orest ev- 
e n t  that is propheaied t o  t ake  
place a t  Jesus' r e tu rn?  

i n  t h e  judament and pun i shwnt  of 
t h e  wicked? 

7. Who w i l l  accompany J e s u s  t o  he lp  

8.  Prove t h a t  t h e  e t e r n a l  home of the  
r i g h t e o u s  i b  LAW: 16 u.1 upon t h i s  
e a r t h .  

e a r t h ?  
9 .  What w i l l  become of t h i s  present  

10. Memorize II Pe t .  3811. 

T B l l ~ o F T n E w I c K E D  

1. Give a t  least five examples of 
God's pun i shmnt  of t h e  wicked 
i n  dags p a s t .  

2. What d id  J e s u s  say about God'a 
p u n i s b n t  of t he  wicked? 

3. Whet d id  God's se rvan t s  have t o  
say about H i s  pun i shwnt  of the  
wicked? (John the  B a p t i s t ,  Paul,  
Pe t e r ,  and Jude).  

8 .  Name some, l i s t e d  by John, who 
w i l l  f a c e  t h e  second death.  
(Rev. 21:E). 

5. Memorim Rev. 20:15. 

TEE REWARD OF TEB &IRE3 

1. What is t h e  reward of t h e  s a i n t s  
in t h i s  l i f e  a s  Sons of God? 

2. 

3 .  

II. 

5 .  

6. 

7 .  
8. 

9 .  

LO. 

What are the possess ions  brought 
by j u s t i f i c a t i o n  wi th  God? 
What has  God promised t o  supply 
f o r  a l l  K i s  ch i ld ren?  
Describe the inhe r i t ance  promised 
the  s % i n t s  in t he  f u t u r e .  
Designate the  "crowns" t o  be given 
t o  t h e  s a i n t s .  
Describe the  b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e  of 
heaven. 
\ihy should we d e s i r e  heaven? 
If  t h e r e  were a d i f f e rence  of re- 
wards I n  heaven, what c l a s s i f i c a -  
t i o n  must be given t o  those  who 
say ,  "1'11 j u s t  se t t le  for a smnll- 
e r  reward"? 
\*hat passage i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  we will 
know each o the r  i n  heaven? 
Memorize Rev. 3:20. 




