
115 



116 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 



13:2 THE FIRST TOUR 2 2 7  

CHAPTER 8 

A. An-bioch of Syria: 
(Study Acts 13:1-3) 

Ever s ince  t h e  gospel was brought t o  Antioch, 
c a p i t a l  of Sy r i a ,  a few miles i n l a n d  from t h e  Meditcc- 
ranean and an est imated 200 miles n o r t h  of t h e  Gali-  
l e a n  border,  i t  has  been unconsciously gear ing  up t o  
become the  next  g r e a t  center of C h r i s t i a n i t y  fo l lowing  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  center a t  Jerusalem. A "grea t  number" of  
t h a t  c i t y  b e l i e v e s  and t u r n s  t o  t h e  Lord b e f o r e  Barna- 
bas  come6 (Acts ll:21), and a f t e r  he  comes "much peo- 
p l e  was added unto t h e  Lord" (Acts 1 1 : 2 4 ) .  Then comes 
t h a t  whole year  when he and S a u l  l a b o r  t o g e t h e r  h e r e  
teaching "much people" (Acts 11: 26) . 

A s  our new chapter  opens, t h e  Antioch work is  
b lessed  (equipped) with f i v e  "prophets  and teachers" 
(some e v i d e n t l y  i n s p i r e d  and some n o t ) .  Barnabas's  
name heads t h e  l i s t  while  S a u l ' s  is  l i s t e d  l a s t  (pro- 
bably because he  i s  t h e  latest  t o  comd t o  Ant ioch) ,  
Something i s  s a i d  about each of t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e .  Sime- 
on i s  ev ident ly  b lack ,  f o r  h e  i s  c a l l e d  "Niger" which 
means "black". Lucius i s  from Cyrene. He  w a s  probably 
among those Cyrenians who f i r s t  brought the gospel  t o  
Antioch (Acts 11:19,20). Mansen "had been brought up 
wi th  Herod t h e  t e t r a r c h " ,  r u l e r  of Galilee who s t o l e  
h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  w i f e  and had John t h e  B a p t i s t  beheaded, 

Though a l l  f i v e  of t hese  are g r e a t  men and invol- 
ved i n  t h e  important work a t  Antioch, we know much a- 
bout Barnabas and Saul  but only the above scanty  i n -  
formation about t h e  o ther  t h r e e .  Why? It has  been 
pointed out  t h a t  Acts i s  p r i m a r i l y  a book of expan- 
sion, t h e  gospel  spreading t o  new people  and p l a c e s ,  
t h e  church launching f o r t h  through l e a d e r s  sent o u t  



228 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 9 3 : 2 , 3  

and l e a d e r s  w i l l i n g  t o  go. Thus Acts fol lows the  tra- 
ve l - l abor s  of Barnabas and Sau l ,  of Paul  and S i las ,  
etc.  wh i l e  n o t  t e l l i n g  u s  of t hese  o t h e r s '  cont inuing 
l a b o r s  a t  Antioch. Again, t h e  a p o s t l e s  s t a y  i n  Jeru-  
salem a f t e r  t h e  s c a t t e r i n g  of  t h a t  congregation, b u t  
Acts fo l lows  P h i l i p ' s  l a b o r s  r a t h e r  than covering the  
a p o s t l e s '  r ee s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  Jerusalem church. And 
f i n a l l y ,  P e t e r  is an e l d e r  i n  Jerusalem (I Pet .  5:1), 
b u t  Acts  does no t  r e p o r t  on h i s  work as an e l d e r  i n  
Jerusa lem bu t  of  the  times he  was out  of Jerusalem 

It i s  dur ing  the  f a i t h f u l n e s s  of- t hese  f i v e  
l e a d e r s '  l a b o r s  i n  Antioch and while they are f a s t i n g  
over  some unrecorded matter t h a t  i t  i s  revea led  
through one o r  more of them t h a t  Barnabas and Saul  are 
t o  be s e n t  f o r t h  on a t o u r  of tak ing  the  gospel  t o  new 
p l a c e s  (v.  2 ) .  Antioch has  rece ived  t h e  gospel  from 
others--now i t  i s  t o  s h s r e  two of i t s  g r e a t  l e a d e r s  so  
t h a t  o t h e r s  a l s o  may hea r .  A l l  i n  Chr i s t  recognize 
t h a t  H e  i s  "Lord" ( r u l e r ,  master)  , and t h a t  as head of 
t h e  church (Col. 1:18) H e  can say t o  one, "Go," and t o  
ano the r ,  "Stay," and though b lessed  with the  power of  
choice ,  C h r i s t i a n s  are pleased t o  le t  Chr is t  decide 
the "moves" much l i k e  a checker-player moves h i s  
checkers  from one spo t  on t h e  board t o  another .  

By f a s t i n g ,  p rayer ,  
and having hands l a i d  on them. Since Paul  is  a l ready  
an a p o s t l e  and t h e r e f o r e  a l r eady  has miracle-power, i t  
i s  obvious t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  confer  miracle-power on 
them. Furthermore,  those l ay ing  on hands are no t  apos- 
t les,  so  they  cannot be confer r ing  such power (see 
n o t e s  on Acts  8:14ff). When people are embarking on 
s p e c i a l ,  impor tan t  assignments f o r  Chr i s t ,  i t  is  Bib- 
l i c a l  t o  have such a s e r v i c e  t o  ask God's b les s ing  on 
t h e  work H e  i s  c a l l i n g  them t o  do (Acts 6 : 6 ;  1 T i m .  
4:14).  This  i s  a solenin way of recommending such work- 
ers t o  have t h e  grace  of God upon them (no t i ce  Acts 
14:26 as i t - l o o k s  back on t h i s  s e r v i c e ) .  From the  

( A c t s  8 :14 -25 ;  Acts 9~32-43;  Acts 18:9-48). 

And how are they s e n t  f o r t h ?  
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language i n  Acts 15:40 i t  appears  t h a t  such a service 
w i l l  again b e  held when Paul and Silas launch f o r t h  on 
Paul's next  t o u r ,  

QUESTIONS: 1 What plaoe w i Z Z  become the next  
great center of Christianity? 
and teachers now i n  Antioch? 
VB know &he most about? 4 ,  what s ingle  i tem of i n f o r -  
mation do we know about each of the other 31 
ea22 do Baynabas and Saul receive? 
does the clzurch do i n  sending them forth? 

2 .  Name the 5 prophets 
3.  Vlaic7t 2 o f  them do 

4.  Wha-b 
5 .  What 3 things 

B .  SeZeucia 
(Study Acts 13:4) 

The f i r s t  leg of  t h e i r  westward t r i p  i s  t o  t h e  
seaport  town Seleucia ,  16  miles w e s t  of Antioch. It 
was b u i l t  i n  300 B.C. (during t h e  Inter-Testament per -  
iod) by Seleucus Nicator  t o  provide a s e a p o r t  f o r  An- 
t i ocb ,  and i t  was named f o r  i t s  founder.  From h e r e  
they s a i l  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  of Cyprus, Barnabas's  native 
i s l a n d  (Acts 4:36). 

QUESTIOI\IS: 1 .  Where is SeZeuoia Zocated? 2, @en 
was i-t buiZt? 3. For whom was it named? 

c. suzmis 
(Study Acts 13:5) 

Salamis i s  on t h e  east s i d e  of Cyprus i s l a n d  and 
i s  the  l a r g e s t  c i t y .  Jews are so numerous i n  S a l a m i s  
t h a t  Barnabas and S a u l  preach i n  several synagogues. 
Why are t h e r e  so many Jews here?  Reece s a y s  i t  i s  be- 
cause t h e  Roman emperor Augustus h a s  farmed o u t  Cy- 
p r u s ' s  copper mines t o  Herod I, and many Jews have 
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come h e r e  t o  work i n  them. It i s  a l s o  not  f a r  o f f  t h e  
P a l e s t i n e  mainland. We n o t e  t h a t  Mark, who has  accom- 
panied them t o  Antioch from Jerusalem (Acts 12:25) ,  is 
wi th  them on t h i s  tour .  

QUESTIONS: 1. where is Salamis Zocated? 2 .  Where 

4 .  Why are there so many Jews 
do Barnabas and Saul preach here? 
member of their p a r t y ?  
here ? 

3. Who i s  -the third 

D.  Paphos 
(Study Acts  13:6-12) 

The two e v a n g e l i s t s  and Mark make t h e i r  way a- 
c r o s s  t h i s  100-mile-long i s l a n d  t o  a c i t y  on i t s  w e s t  
side--Paphos (v. 6 ) ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  of t h e  i s l a n d  and 
seat of Roman government. They may have preached i n  
o t h e r  places coming a c r o s s  the  i s l a n d ,  bu t  i n  preach- 
i n g  t o  t h e  major c i t ies  of Salamis and Paphos we begin 
t o  d i s c e r n  a gene ra l  p a t t e r n  observable  later through- 
o u t  t h e  m i n i s t r y  of Paul  t o  go t o  t h e  c e n t e r s  of popu- 
l a t i o n  and preach,  expec t ing  t h e  gospe l  t o  spread o u t  
from those  c e n t e r s  t o  t h e  smaller p l aces  and area a- 
round (Ephesus and i t s  surrounding area i s  an exam- 
ple--Acts 19: 8-10). 

A t  Paphos they are confronted with a renegade J e w  
who seeks  t o  h inde r  t h e i r  i n f luenc ing  Serg ius  Paulus ,  
a government o f f i c i a l ,  w i th  t h e  gospe l .  The King James 
speaks of him as a "deputyt'. The American Standard and 
o t h e r  v e r s i o n s  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  word "proconsul.". A co in  
h a s  been found bear ing  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  "Paulus t h e  
proconsul  ," which i n d i c a t e s  t h e  prominence of t h e  man 
w i t h  whom Barnabas and Saul  are i n  connect ion.  He is 
s a i d  t o  be a "prudent" man, one d e s i r o i ~ e  t o  hear  what 
C h r i s t ' s  men are preaching (v.  7) e The 6orce re r  Elymas 
is  probably t h e  proconsul ' s  p r i v a t e  "prophet" whom h e  
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consul t s  f o r  d iv ine  answers, Being a s o r c e r e r  t h e  B i -  
b l e  l a b e l s  h i m  a " f a l s e  prophet", and s i n c e  h e  i s  a 
"Jew" he i s  an a p o s t a t e  from t h e  Jewish r e l i g i o n .  He  
withstands Barnabas and Saul  (opposes what they  are 
saying) ( v ,  8) because he i s  a s o r c e r e r ,  because he i s  
an a p o s t a t e ,  and poss ib ly  because he can f o r e s e e  t h a t  
h i s  very j o b  and p o s i t i o n  are  i n  jeopardy  should t h e  
proconsul s i d e  with C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

Right i n  t h e  middle of t h i s  event w e  l e a r n  t h a t  
Saul  a l s o  has  another  name ("Paul"), and from t h e  mo- 
ment he t a k e s  over him by h i s  
Roman name "Paul" r a t h e r  than h i s  Hebrew name "Saul". 
It i s  probably because hp w i l l  be working w i t h ,  more a- 
mong the  Roman world than wi th  t h e  Jewish t h a t  t h i s  
change has occurred. Furthermore from t h i s  e v e n t  h i s  
name usua l ly  precedes Barnabas's name so t h a t  what was 
"Barnabas and Saul" (Acts 13:2) h a s  now become "Paul 
and Barnabas" (Acts 13 : 46 ; A c t s  15 : 2 22,35) b u t  n o t  
always ( see  A c t s  14:14 and Acts 15:12) .  However as w e  
fol low Luke's account of t h e  rest of t h i s  t r i p J  i t  i s  
evident  t h a t  Paul  i s  t h e  recognized l e a d e r  from t h i s  
p o i n t  forward. 

From what you know from h i s  e p i s t l e s  about  t h e  
a p o s t l e  P a u l ,  how would you l i k e  h i m  t o  f a s t e n  h i s  
eyes on you as he  does on t h e  s o r c e r e r  (v ,  9) i n  prep- 
a r a t i o n  f o r  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  s c a t h i n g  rebuke found i n  
t h e  following verse? A s  can be seen from v. 9 he  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  d i r e c t e d  of t h e  S p i r i t  t o  adminis te r  prob- 
ab ly  the  most personal ,  most c u t t i n g  rebuke found i n  
a11 t h e  Bib le  when he  ca l l s  him n o t  one undes i r ab le ,  
name but t h r e e :  and a l l  m i s -  
c h i e f ,  thou c h i l d  of t h e  d e v i l ,  thou enemy of a l l  
righteousness" (v.  S O ) .  Though t h e s e  are n o t  music t o  
t h e  s o r c e r e r ' s  ears, they are n o t  erroneous.  And w i t h  
h i s  quest ion,  " W i l t  thou n o t  cease toh  p e r v e r t  t h e  
r i g h t  ways o f e t h e  Lord?" he i s  demanding t h a t  Elymas 
cease h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e i r  t eaching  t h e  proconsul  
(v. 10). And t o  be su re  t h a t  he w i l l ,  and t h a t  t h e  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  we know 

"0 f u l l  of a l l  s u b t i l t y  
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proconsul  might know who i s  r i g h t  i n  the  confronta- 
t i o n ,  P a u l  pronounces a v i s i b l e  judgment on t h e  sor -  
c e r e r :  "Behold, the hand of t h e  Lord i s  upon thee ,  and 
thou s h a l t  be b l i n d ,  no t  see ing  t h e  sun f o r  a season" 
(v .  ll), and "immediately t h e r e  f e l l  on him a m i s t  and 
a da rkness ;  and he  went about seeking some t o  l ead  him 
by t h e  hand." To use an  express ion  cu r ren t  when your 
writer w a s  a boy, "That took t h e  s t a r c h  out  of him!" 

The proconsul  can see t h a t  t h e  power of  God i s  
w i t h  Pau l ,  whomnow can proceed teaching  him, W e  assume 
t h a t  when Luke says  he "believed" (v. 12)  i t  means he 
became a C h r i s t i a n  (as i n  Acts  4 : 4 , 3 2 ;  Acts 5 : 1 4 ;  Acts 
14:l). The b l indness  t h a t  f e l l  on Elymas i s  remini- 
s c e n t  of God's smit ing Paul  himself  b l ind  on t h e  road 
t o  Damascus when he  too had t o  have o the r s  l ead  him by 
t h e  hand (Acts  9:8). This  miracle i s  ev iden t ly  pe r -  
formed t o  s i g n i f y  t o  t h e  proconsul t h a t  t hese  messen- 
g e r s  are of God (compare Mark 16:20). H i s  b l indness  
having f u l f i l l e d  i t s  purpose,  Elymas's s i g h t  w i l l  re- 
t u r n  t o  him i n  t i m e ,  f o r  he i s  t o  be b l ind  "for  a sea- 
son"--not permanently.  

QUESTIONS: 1 .  How f a r  i s  it across Cyprus? 2 .  
CJhat c i t y  i s  on i t s  west side? 
sul? 4 .  Fho i s  Elymas? 5. Vhat wicked thing does EZ- 
mas do? 6 .  m a t  does Paul say t o  him? 7 .  What hap- 
pens t o  Elymas? 8 .  What i s  the f i n a l  thing said about 
the proconsul? 9 .  What evidence do we have tha t  it is 
here tha t  Paul becomes the main leader of the party? 

3.  w"ro i s  the procon- 

E .  Perga 
(Study Acts 13:13) 

"So completely has  Paul  now become t h e  c e n t r a l  
f i g u r e  of Luke's n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  Barnabas and John Mark 
are c a l l e d  simply ' h i s  company'," McGarvey observes as 
they  l e a v e  Cyprus and sail  n o r t h  t o  Perga on t h e  main- 
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land of Asia, "Perga" i s  t h e  c i t y  and "Pamphylia" t h e  
province. It seems we have h a r d l y  been t o l d  t h a t  "they 
had a l so  John t o  t h e i r  minister" (v.  5) that  we are 
now t o l d ,  "And John depar t ing  from them r e t u r n e d  t o  
Jerusalem. It 

Howsom th inks  i t  i s  because of t h e  robbers  lu rk-  
i n g  i n  t h e  P i s i d i a n  highlands b e f o r e  them t h a t  prompts 
Mark t o  leave t h e  pa r ty :  'IN0 popula t ion  through t h e  
midst of which Paul  ever t r a v e l e d  abounded more i n  
those ' p e r i l s  of robbers '  of which he  speaks,  than  the 
wild and lawless c l ans  of t h e  P i s i d i a n  highlands, ' '  re- 
f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  " p e r i l s  of robbers" i n  connect ion w i t h  
h i s  journeys t o  preach t h e  gospe l  i n  I1 Cor. 11:26. 
Later t h e r e  w i l l  be a sharp d i f f e r e n c e  between him and 
Barnabas over Mark's case,  and from t h e  way A c t s  15: 
38 words i t  t a k e  him w i t h  
them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went 
not: with them t o  t h e  work"), you might t h i n k  Mark has 
merely f lunked o u t  and t r e a t e d  h i s  work- respons ib i l i ty  
very i r r e s p o n s i b l y .  

Why r e t u r n  t o  t 'Jerusalem'f? That i s  h i s  home (Acts  
12:12). H e  i s  young and p o s s i b l y  u n s e t t l e d .  The novel- 
t y  of going along on a b ig  t r i p  i n t o  new country has 
now worn off, and he can t h i n k  of on ly  one thing--go 
home! And so Itgo home" he does without  regard  to what 
e f f e c t  h i s  dec is ion  w i l l  have on t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of many 
souls .  If Paul  and Barnabas t a k e  t h e  same a t t i t u d e ,  
t h e  t r i p  w i l l  terminate ,  and they  w i l l  f a i l  t o  do t h e  
work the  Holy S p i r i t  had f o r  them t o  do when H e  s a i d ,  
"Separate me  Barnabas and Saul  f o r  t h e  work whereunto 
I have c a l l e d  them'' (Acts 13:3). But they  do n o t  l e t  
t h i s  d e t e r  them, proceeding as planned. 

("Paul thought n o t  good t o  

QUESTIONS: 1. /&at i s  the relat ionship of "Pergap' 
t o  tPanrphyZia"? 2 .  what unexpected thing happens a t  
Perga? 3. f i a t  are some expZanations as t o  why t h i s  
happens ? 



1 2 4  THE GREAT BOOK OF 23:24-22 

F. Antioch of P i s i d d a  
(Study Acts '13: 14-52) 

Luke i s  s u r e  t o  inform u s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  Antioch 
"of P i s i d i a "  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  from Antioch "of Syria"  
where t h e  t o u r  began. This  Antioch, l i k e  t h e  one in 
S y r i a ,  was b u i l t  by Seleucus Nica tor  and named in hon- 
o r  of h i s  f a t h e r  Antiochus. 

Again t h e i r  f i rs t  at tempt  t o  win conve r t s  to  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  the  synagogue sabbath  service. Af te r  
t h e  reading  of t h e  l a w  and t h e  prophets  t h e  synagogue 
r u l e r  i n v i t e s  them t o  b r i n g  an  exhor t a t ion  t o  the peo- 
p l e ,  l i k e l y  no t  r e a l i z i n g  they are anything o t h e r  than 
Jewish i n  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  (v .  14 ,15) .  What an opportun- 
i t y  f o r  t h e s e  who wish t o  t e l l  men of Jesus!  

Again we n o t i c e  i t  i s  "Paul" who speaks (v. 16) .  
W e  have i n  Acts sermons by P e t e r  ( A c t s  2 and 3) and  
one by Stephen ( A c t s  7 ) .  Now w e  are t o  be  t r e a t e d  to  
P a u l ' s  f i r s t  recorded message! It is i n  the  synagogue 
of Antioch of P i s i d i a .  

Af t e r  addres s ing  them as "Men and bre thren"  and 
"Ye t h a t  f e a r  God" (v. 16) Paul  l i kewise  beg ins  a 
b r i e f  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c e r t a i n  evenrs  in t h e i r  ~ L O K ~ O U S  
Old Testament h i s t o r y :  t h e i r  Exodus from Egypt (v. 
1 7 ) ;  t h e i r  40 y e a r s  i n  t h e  wi lderness  (v. 18);  the 
Conquest Per iod  (v .  1 9 ) ;  t h e  Judges Period (v. 20);  
t h e  40-year r e i g n  of King Saul  (v. 21); and the r e i g n  
of King David (v.  2 2 ) .  The "about 450 years" i n  v.  19 
needs t o  be f i t t e d  i n  wi th  I Kings 6:l's s ta tement  
t h a t  Solomon b u i l t  h i s  temple i n  the 480th year  a f t e r  
t h e  Exodus. V. 1 9  i s  t a l k i n g  about the length of t i m e  
i t  took Israel t o  subdue the whole l a n d  God promised 
t o  I s rae l ,  a p r o j e c t  t h a t  began under Moses and was 
no t  f u l l y  completed u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  of David, about 458 
yea r s  of t h e  480 of I Kings 6 : l w o u l d  be involved. 

The "seven na t ions"  whose l and  God gave t o  Israel 
were t h e  Hittites, G i r g a s h i t e s ,  Amorites, Canaanites, 
P e r i z z i t e s ,  Hivites, and J e b u s i t e s  (Deut. 7:1) Saul's 
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11 r e i g n  having been " f o r t y  years" i n  l e n g t h  i s  a n o t h e r  
one of those  New Testament b i t s  of in format ion  n o t  re- 
corded i n  t h e  Old Testament. v.  22 e x p l a i n s  God's 
s ta tement  about David ("a man a f t e r  mine own h e a r t " )  
as meaning one who would f u l f i l l  a l l  H i s  w i l l  i n  con- 
trast t o  S a u l  who was r e j e c t e d  f o r  h i s  d i sobedience  ( I  
Sam. 15: 1-26) . 

Paul  p o i n t s  out  t o  h i s  Antioch of P i s i d i a  audi -  
ence t h a t  J e s u s  i s  t h e  promised Messiah, t h e  Saviour ,  
born of David's l i n e  (v. 2 3 ) .  Mention i s  made of t h e  
m i n i s t r y  oE John the  B a p t i s t  (v. 24)  who had been sent 
t o  t h e  n a t i o n  of Israel  ahead of time t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  
way, t o  h i s  statement t h a t  he  was n o t  t h e  C h r i s t ,  and 
t o  h i s  r e i t e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t  was coming a f t e r  
him (v. 2 5 ) .  

It i s  a t  t h i s  po in t  t h a t  Paul  shows he  i s  g e t t i n g  
t o  t h e  h e a r t  of h i s  message when h e  ca l l s  them t o  spe- 
c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i n  v. 26 by i n s e r t i n g ,  "Men and b r e t h -  
r e n ,  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  s tock  of Abraham, and whosoever 
among you f e a r e t h  God," before  proceeding wi th ,  "To 

of t h i s  s a l v a t i o n  s e n t , "  and he  g e t s  [-I r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  meat of h i s  message showing that  i n  
t h e i r  r u l e r s '  r e j e c t i o n  and c r u c i f y i n g  of J e s u s  they  
were unknowingly f u l f i l l i n g  the v e r y  t h i n g  t h e i r  pro- 
p h e t s  had p r e d i c t e d  concerning t h e  Messiah (v .  27-29) .  

Paul  goes on t o  inform h i s  b a f f l e d  audience t h a t  
God r a i s e d  J e s u s  from t h e  dead and i n  so doing f u l -  
f i l l e d  H i s  promises t o  t h e  Hebrew p a t r i a r c h s  and sev- 
e ra l  prophecies by o r  about David (v. 32-35) found i n  
Psa,  2 : 7 ;  Isa. 55:3 ;  Psa. 16:lO. Not t o  see c o r r u p t i o n  
meant h i s  body would no t  decay. H i s  body decayed by 
being dead s o  many years ,  bu t  J e s u s '  body d i d  n o t  (v .  
3 6 , 3 7 )  being r e s u r r e c t e d  t h e  t h i r d  day. 

conclus ions ,  
h e  again c a l l s  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  ("Men and brethren")  IIi (v .  3 8 ) .  He t e l l s  them t h e  forg iveness  of s ins  i s  
preached through Jesus ,  something they  can never  re- 
ce ive  through t h e  l a w  of Moses (v. 3 8 , 3 9 ) .  See John 1: 

I! 

-1 you is  t h e  word 

l 

Now t h a t  Paul  i s  ready t o  draw some 

U 
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1 7  f o r  t h e  same teaching.  
The prophet Habakkuk predic ted  t h a t  t h e  calami- 

t ies  God would soon send on h i s  people i n  Old Testa- 
ment t i m e s  would be so  g r e a t  H i s  audience would n o t  
b e l i e v e  him when h e  t r i e d  t o  t e l l  them (Hab. 1:5-11). 
In l i k e  manner t h e  good news of t h e  goepel i s  so  g r e a t  
that  many people hard ly  th ink  such can be t r u e  (v. 4 0 ,  
4 1 ) .  It i s  obvious t h a t  many of Paul-'s h e a r e r s  are re- 
j e c t i n g  what he  i s  saying. But t h e  Gent i les  want h i s  
message repea ted  t o  them the next  sabbath (v. 4 2 ) .  W e  
observe t h a t  what some don ' t  want t o  hear  i s  what 
o t h e r s  a s k  f o r .  But d o n ' t  conclude from these  verses 
t h a t  it i s  only Gentiles who are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what 
the preachers  have t o  say, f o r  ''many of t h e  Jews and 
r e l i g i o u s  p r o s e l y t e s  followed Paul  and Barnabas" ( v ,  
4 3 ) .  Thei r  speaking t o  them and persuading them t o  
cont inue  in^ t h e  grace of God (v.  4 3 )  are between t h e  
sabbath  p a s t  and t h e  sabbath coming up. 

S p i r i t  mounts i n  t h e  c i t y  as t h e  next  sabbath 
n e a r s .  F i n a l l y  it comes, and v. 44 says ,  "The next  
sabbath  day came almost t h e  whole c i t y  toge ther  t o  
h e a r  t h e  word of God.'' This  i s  what t h e  Great Commis- 
s i o n  envisions--every c r e a t u r e  hear ing  t h e  gospel. Ob- 
v i o u s l y  t h e r e  are b e l i e v e r s  made, but  Luke's coverage 
pays p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  gospe l ' s  opposers: 
"When t h e  J e w s  s a w  t h e  mul t i tudes ,  they were f i l l e d  
w i t h  envy, and spake a g a i n s t  those th ings  which were 
spoken by Paul ,  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  and blaspheming" (v. 
4 5 ) .  Envy begrudges o t h e r s '  success  and more o f t e n  
t h a n  n o t  mani fes t s  i t s e l f  outwardly i n s t e a d  of remain- 
i n g  hidden w i t h i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  The preachers  are n o t  
cowed by t h e i r  oppos i t ion  nor  do they doubt t h e  r i g h t -  
n e s s  of t h e i r  message. Boldly they announce they w i l l  
be  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  Gent i les  who w i l l  be w i l l i n g  t o  hear  
r a t h e r  t h a n  cont inuing t o  preach t o  people who are i n -  
t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n  i n s t e a d  of e- 
ternal l i f e  (v. 4 6 ) ,  poin t ing  ou t  t h a t  t h e i r  chief  
miss ion  is  t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s  anyway (v.  4 7 ) .  As t o  be 
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expected t h i s  br ings  g rea t  j o y  t o  t h e  Gentiles (v .  
4 8 ) .  

V ,  4 8 ' s  "as many as were ordained t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e  
believed" sounds i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  many o t h e r  B i b l e  
passages where man's f r e e  w i l l  i s  taught  (such as 1 
Tim.  2 : 4 ;  11 P e t ,  3:9; Rev. 22:17; John 1:11,12; Matt, 
11:28; John 5 : 4 0 ;  Matt. 23:37;  e t c . ;  e tc . ;  e t c . ) .  The 
Greek word f o r  "ordained" is  tetragmenai and can be  
t r a n s l a t e d  a s  a p e r f e c t  passive p a r t i c i p l e  where some- 
body e l s e  does t h e  ordaining concerning a p e r s o n ' s  
case James and many 
o ther  v e r s i o n s ) ,  o r  i t  can be  t r a n s l a t e d  as a p e r f e c t  
middle p a r t i c i p l e  where one does t h e  orda in ing  f o r  
h imse l f ,  To t r a n s l a t e  i t  p a s s i v e l y  n o t  only sets t h i s  
verse aga ins t  many Bible  passages (as i n d i c a t e d  above) 
but  a l s o  sets i t  a g a i n s t  the o t h e r  verses r i g h t  around 
i t .  In  the  verses j u s t  preceding it  t h e  Jews who are 
r e s i s t i n g  what Paul  and Barnabas are preaching are 
making t h e i r  own d e c i s i o n  concerning e t e r n a l  l i f e  
("Seeing ye ...j udge yourselves  unworthy of e v e r l a s t i n g  
l i f e ,  l o ,  we t u r n  t o  t h e  Gentiles"--v. 4 6 ) .  The Gen- 
t i l e s  who b e l i e v e  are j u s t  the oppos i te :  they  "or- 
dained themselves" ( a  middle p a r t i c i p l e  t r a n s l a t i o n )  
t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  They are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  sa lva t ion- -  
they want t o  be saved., so they b e l i e v e .  There are sev- 
eral  t r a n s l a t i o n s  t h a t  seek t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h i s  thought :  
"They believed--asb many as had become disposed f o r  
age-abiding l i f e "  (Rotherham); "As many as were d i s -  
posed f o r  a i o n i a n  L i f e ,  believed" (Emphatic D i a g l o t t )  ; 
and o the r s .  Since t h i s  i s  a p o s s i b l e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of 
t h e  Greek, e i t h e r  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  al lowable,  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s l a t o r ' s  choice,  and s i n c e  t r e a t i n g  i t  as middle 
i s  i n  harmony with t h e  immediate S c r i p t u r e  s e t t i n g  
i n s t e a d  of c lash ing  wi th  i t ,  and s i n c e  i t  i s  i n  har-  
mony with what t h e  rest of t h e  Bib le  says  on t h i s  sub- 
j ec t  r a t h e r  than  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  i t ,  your writer's 
personal  conclusion i s  t h a t  i t  should be  t r a n s l a t e d  as 
a p e r f e c t  middle p a r t i c i p l e  i n s t e a d  of a p e r f e c t  pas- 
sive p a r t i c i p l e .  

(as  i t  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n  t h e  King 
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While Pau l  and h i s  p a r t y  are i n  c e r t a i n  c i t i e s  
f o r  some l e n g t h  of t i m e ,  s e v e r a l  times does Acts re- 
cord t h e  gospe l  spreading t o  surrounding t e r r i t o r i e s  
(v. 49 and Acts 19: lO).  

succes- 
ses ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  among Gent i les )  t h a t  t he  Jews raise 
a n  o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  Paul  and Barnaba, t h a t  r e s u l t s  
i n  t h e i r  be ing  banned from Antioch of P i s i d i a  (v. 50) .  
We n o t i c e  t h i s  oppos i t i on  works through "devout and 
honourable  women", "devout" i n d i c a t i n g  they are r e l i -  
g ious  women and "honourable" ("honorable estate," ASV) 
t h a t  they  are prominent, and a l s o  through the  "chief 
men of t h e  c i t y "  (unconverted r u l e r s ) .  Rea l iz ing  the  
g e n e r a l  POW estate of women i n  B i b l e  days we might 
wonder why t h e  J e w s  e n l i s t  "women" t o  ge t  t h e  a p o s t l e s  
expe l l ed .  Robertson observes ,  "The prominence of women 
i n  p u b l i c  l i f e  h e r e  a t  Antioch i s  q u i t e  i n  accord w i t l i  
what we know of condi t ions  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  of Asia M i -  
n o r , "  "Thus women were appointed under the  empire as 
m a g i s t r a t e s ,  as p r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  games, and even t h e  
J e w s  e l e c t e d  a woman a s  Archisynagogos, a t  least  i n  
one i n s t a n c e  a t  Smyrna." 

Wri t ing  yea r s  l a te r  Paul  recalls these  persecu- 
t i o n s  and a f f l i c t i o n s  rece ived  he re  a t  "Antioch" and 
t h e  ones a t  "Iconium" and "Lystra" coming up (I1 T i m .  
3:ll). Our Acts  coverage however does not  g ive  us  even 
t h e  s l i g h t e s t  r e p o r t  of any of t hese  persecut ions  ex- 
c e p t  P a u l ' s  coming s toning  a t  Lys t r a .  

We can on ly  admire and d e s i r e  t o  emulate these  
ded ica t ed  men who can add t h i s  adve r s i ty  a t  Antioch of 
P i s i d i a  on t h e  h e e l s  of Mark's t u rn ing  back a t  Perga 
and s t i l l  go on t o  the  next p l ace  (Iconium) (v.  51) t o  
preach t h e  gospel .  They do no t  doubt the  r i g h t n e s s  of 
t h e i r  message even when t h e r e  are those  who don ' t  be- 
l i eve  it .  They simply shake of f  t he  dus t  of t h e i r  f e e t  
a g a i n s t  them as Jesus  i n s t r u c t e d  (Mark 6:11)* It i s  
good t o  n o t e  a l s o  t h a t  t h e s e  developments i n  Antioch 
do not  ove r tu rn  t h e  converts  i n  t h e i r  new-found f a i t h ,  

It i s  i n  t h e  midst of t hese  e v a n g e l i s t i c  
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f o r  IT. 52 says they are " f i l l e d  wi th  j o y ,  and wi th  t h e  
Holy Ghost. ' I  

QUESTIONS: 1 ,  where is Paul's f irst  semnon preach- 
ed that  7261s been presewed for us? 
of the o l d  Testament events mentioned i n  tlzis sermon? 
3. Name the 7 na5ions living i n  Palestine before Isra- 
e l  took t he i r  land, 4 .  W"nose bodg d i d  no5 sea corrup- 
tion--David Is o r  Jesus'? 5. f i o  wan5 t o  hear more the 
next sabbath? 
bath when so many assemble to hear the preaching? 
7 .  Yo whom do the preachers announce they w i Z l  go t o  
preach? 8 ,  Which way does your author pre f e r  t o  
trans late  the Greek '%etragmenai"-- "as many as were 
ordained t o  eternal life believed" or "as many as or+ 
dainud themselves t o  eternal life beZieved?It 9 .  Com- 
men$ on the ltdevouttt and "honorable" women who cause 
the preachers t o  be banned from the  c i t y ?  

2 .  What are some 

6 .  How do the Jews react .the next sab- 

G .  Iconiwn 
(Study Acts 1 4 :  1-6a) 

The c i t y ' s  name "Iconium" a t t r a c t s  our a t t e n t i o n  
f o r  i t s  r o o t  s y l l a b l e  ' ' icon" i s  t h e  Greek word f o r  
11 image". Obviously i t  was t h e  s i t e  of a famous image, 
but  we are too  many c e n t u r i e s  t h i s  s i d e  of i t s  a n c i e n t  
h i s t o r y  t o  know what image. There are several legends  
t h a t  "Blaiklock" i n  h i s  book, "Cities of t h e  New Tes- 
tament s l l  ca l l s  "ae t io log ica l "  myths ( s t o r i e s  made up 
l a t e r  to  account f o r  an e x i s t i n g  f a c t ,  name, o r  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n ) .  I f  such were t r u e 3  we would have t h e  explana- 
t ion .  

In  spi te  of t h e i r  dec la red  s ta tement  a t  Antioch 
t h a t  they w i l l  " tu rn  t o  t h e  Gent i les"  (Acts 13:46) ,  
t h e i r  love f o r  t h e i r  fellow-Jews i n  o the r  p l a c e s  who 
have not as y e t  heard the  gospe l  aga in  possesses  them 
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as a t  Iconium they  go i n t o  t h e  Jewish synagogue and 
preach  (v. 1). And t h e i r  f a i t h  I s  rewarded, f o r  'la 
g r e a t  mu l t i t ude  both of t he  Jews and a l s o  of t h e  
Greeks bel ieved ' '  (v. 1). The well-known ve r se ,  "Fa i th  
cometh by hea r ing ,  and hear ing  by the  word of God" 
(Rom. 10:17), i s  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h i s  verse's 
s t a t emen t  t h a t  they  s o  speak t h a t  many k&Leve. People 
cannot  b e l i e v e  t h e  message of God u n t i l  they have 
hea rd  i t  (Korn. 10 : l4)  , giv ing  h igh  purpose t o  preach- 
i n g  and t o  being a messenger of Chr i s t .  

The "Greeks" i n  v .  1 are i n  some sense d i s t i n -  
guished from the "Jews". Since they a r e  i n  t h e  syna- 
gogue, they  are probably Greek p r a s e l y t e s  t o  Judaism. 
They are d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from "Genti les"  i n  v. 2. If we 
have r i g h t l y  concluded t h a t  Greeks he re  are prose- 
l y t e s ,  and t h e  conclusion seems warranted, i t  shows 
t h a t  t h e  word "Greek" o r  "Greeks" must be s tud ied  i n  
each of i t s  occurrences i n  Acts t o  determine i t s  mean- 
i n g  i n  each i n s t a n c e .  For a d d i t i o n a l  meanings: we have 
seen  t h a t  "Grecians" i n  Acts 6 : l  were Grecian Jews 
(Jews born o u t s i d e  of and l i v i n g  ou t s ide  of P a l e s t i n e  
who t a l k e d  Greek),  and i n  Rom. 1:16 i t  appears  t o  be 
synonymous wi th  "Gentiles".  

way t h e  unbel ieving J e w s  
s t i r  up t h e  Gentiles a g a i n s t  Pau l  and Barnabas and 
t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  (v. 2 ) ,  bu t  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t s  do n o t  
run--they s t a y  on f o r  an extended t i m e ,  speaking bold- 
l y  f o r  t h e  Lord who g r a n t s  them power t o  work many 
m i r a c l e s  (v. 3 ) .  McGarvey is  observant  when he  com- 
ments on v .  3: "This i s  t h e  only no te  of t i m e  given by 
Luke i n  t h e  whole account of t h i s  tour." 

The gospe l  makes enough in roads  i n t o  Iconium t h a t  
t h e  c i t y  i s  divided-- the r e s u l t  of no t  running, t h e  
r e s u l t  of bo ld ly  cont inuing t o  preach and work. Paul  
and Barnabas have been he re  long enough t h a t  when they 
l e a r n  of a p l o t  t o  s tone  them (s toning  w a s  Jewish) ,  
t hey  a b r u p t l y  break  o f f  t h e i r  Iconium l abor s ,  t r u s t i n g  
t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  start has  been made t o  c a r r y  on u n t i l  

W e  are n o t  t o l d  i n  what 
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such a time as i t  w i l l  be s a f e  t o  r e t u r n ,  and they  
move on t o  e v a n g e l i s t i c  l abor s  elsewhere.  

QUESTIONS: 
2 .  f i e r e  do they first preach i n  Ieoniwn? 

2 ,  What does %onrr i n  t'Iconiumrt mean? 
3. How 6s 

i t h  brought about in peopZe? 4 ,  !&'hat are some of 

5. Do they have a short o r  an extended min- 
6. W"vzat p l o t  eauses them t o  

f i f f e r e n t  usages o f  -the word flGreeksrr i n  the flew Tes- 
tament? 
istry he.re i n  Ieoniwn? 
'leave town? 

Ii. Lystra 
(Study Acts 14:6b-20a) 

Lys t ra  i s  40 miles south of Iconium, f a r  enough 
i n  those days t o  do another  good work be fo re  word can 
reach Iconium of t h e i r  whereabouts. V .  6 i s  a gene ra l  
r e p o r t  of t h e  f i n a l  p laces  preached be fo re  beginning 
t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  Antioch of  Sy r i a .  Lycaonia i s  t h e  pro- 
v ince ,  and L y s t r a  and Derbe are two c i t i e s  i n  i t .  We 
n o t e  t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  preaching i n  t h e s e  c i t i es ,  
they preach i n  the  reg ion  around them. With v.  8 Luke 
t e l l s  of excjternent and danger a t t e n d i n g  t h e i r  l a b o r s  
i n  Lys t ra .  

It a l l  cen te r s  around a c e r t a i n  c r i p p l e  who has  
never walked (v. 8) who as a r e s u l t  of l i s t e n i n g  toh  
P a u l ' s  message about the  miracle-working C h r i s t  be- 
lieves he too can be healed by t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of C h r i s t ,  The man's f a i t h  i s  noted by Pau l  e i t h e r  by 
something he  says o r  does o r  by God's r e v e a l i n g  i t  t o  
him, and he re  i n  t h i s  heathen c i t y  Pau l  i s  about  t o  
perform one o€ h i s  most no tab le  miracles. Tha.t t h e  man 
may know he i s  t o  be healed and t h a t  a l l  who see t h e  
man immediately well w i l l  connect t h e  h e a l i n g  wi th  
P a u l ' s  preachi.ng, he speaks t o  t h e  man i n  a loud 
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vo ice ,  "Stand up r igh t  on thy  feet" (v.  10) The mira- 
cle i s  obvious when the  man Leaps as w e l l  as walks! 

their gods were supposed t o  
come down a t  times i n  t h e  form of men, and L y s t r a  
be ing  a worshiper  of J u p i t e r  (Zeus, chief  of t h e  gods) 
they  immediately and e x c i t e d l y  draw t h e  conclus ion  
t h a t  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t s  are a c t u a l l y  gods i n  t h e  form o f  
men, They l a b e l  Barnabas " Jup i t e r "  and Pau l  "Mercury" 
(Hermes, speaker  f o r  t h e  gods).  You can imagine the 
exci tement  r e ign ing  as they change t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  
from t h e  hea led  mark t o  t h e s e  looked on as gods who 
'healed him! Imagine, J u p i t e r  and Mercury i n  t h e i r  ve ry  
streets: They must: be worshiped, and h e r e  come the 
p r i e s t  of J u p i t e r ' s  temple and t h e  people wi th  oxen t o  
s a c r i f i c e  t o  them. "Garlands" are wreaths  of f lowers  
pu t  on t h e  horns of t he  oxen. 

What t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s  are i s  obvious t o  Barnabas 
and Pau l .  Besides  they have heard  them say  i n  t h e i r  
Lycaonian language, "The gods are come down t o  us." 
How can t h e  a p o s t l e s  understand t h e i r  s t r a n g e  l a n -  
guage? T h i s  I s  what I Cor. 12:lO ca l l s  t h e  " i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n  of tongues", t h e  oppos i t e  of speaking i n  
tongues ,  Speaking i n  tongues i s  speaking i n  a language 
t h e  speaker  does no t  know whi le  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
tongues i s  understanding a language t h e  hea re r  does 
n o t  know, 

Barnabas and Saul rend t h e i r  c l o t h e s  i n  s t r o n g  
f e e l i n g ,  r u n  i n  among the people  t o  s t o p  t h e  i d o l a -  
t r o u s  process ion ,  and c ry  o u t ,  "S i r s ,  why do ye t h e s e  
th ings?"  exp la in ing  they themselves are bu t  men and 
are i n  town t o  preach t o  them t o  t u r n  from such ido la -  
t r y  (he re  l a b e l e d  ' v a n i t i e s ' )  t o  t h e  " l i v i n g  God" (v. 
14,15). Evangel iz ing  among t h e  Jews t h e i r  message i s  
t h a t  J e s u s  i s  t h e  Son of God, b u t  evangel iz ing  among 
t h e  G e n t i l e s  t h e i r  message has  to begin wi th  who t h e  
t rue God i s  be fo re  s t a t i n g  anyth ing  about His Son whom 
H e  h a s  sent t o  save t h e  world. What do they  t e l l  t h e  
people  of L y s t r a  about the l iving God? That H e  is  one 

In hea then  mythology 
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g r e a t  God (not several gods) who made every th ing;  t h e  
heaven, t h e  earth, t h e  sea, and every th ing  5n them, 
and t h a t  Be permit ted a11 nations- t o  fo l low t h e i r  own 
ways throughout: Old Testament times whenGod was dea l - '  
i n g  with t h e  Jews a lone ,  y e t  manjyfesting Himself a l l  
t h e  time i n  the  r a i n  and f r u i t f u l  seasons He  s e n t  on 
t h e  e a r t h  (v, 15-17). It seems they are j u s t  g e t t i n g  
underway wi th  the  preaching when t h e  people are more 
eager than ever t o  s a c r i f i c e  t o  them (v.  18).  

But then  come those  enemies from t h e  l a s t  two 
places the  bre thren  have preached (Antioch and I con i -  
urn), and t h e i r  l i e s  w i l l  change t h e  preachers  from 
gods t o  d e v i l s  i n  t h e  eyes of t h e  people  of L y s t r a ,  
f o r  i n  t h e  same c i t y  where they are about t o  be wor- 
shiped Paul i s  stoned and l e f t  f o r  dead (v.  1 9 ) .  

It is i n t e r e s t i n g  to no te  t h a t  about f o u r t e e n  
yea r s  la ter  when Paul  i s  w r i t i n g  I1 Cor. 12,  h e  writes 
of an experience he had fou r t een  years  ear l ier  when he  
was "caught up t o  t h e  t h i r d  heaven" (I1 Cor. 12:3) 
("paradise," v .  4) and heard t h i n g s  he was no t  permit-  
t ed  t o  come back t o  e a r t h  and t e l l .  The exper ience  w a s  
d iv ine ly  planned completely f o r  P a u l ' s  own b l e s s i n g .  
It i s  commonly thought t h a t  t h e  " t h i r d  heaven" experi- 
ence takes  p l ace  whi le  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Acts 9:20 are 
standing around h i s  motionless  body i n  Lys t r a .  When he 
suddenly rises i n  t h e i r  midst  and d e p a r t s  t he  nex t  day 
wi th  Barnabas t o  Derbe, they are no t  s u r e  whether he  
has  indeed r i s e n  from t h e  dead o r  has  been miracu- 
l o u s l y  healed and brought o u t  of a coma.. And 11 Cor. 
1 2  does not  shed any conclus ive  l i g h t  on t h e  matter, 
f o r  P a u l  himself wrote t h a t  h e  d i d  no t  know whether h e  
waswin the  body (unconscious b u t  a l i v e )  o r  whether o u t  
of t h e  body (dead) (I1 Cor. 12 :2 ,3) .  And i f  Pau l  did-  
n ' t  know, it seems s u r e  t h a t  we have no certain way of 
knowing e i t h e r .  

QUESTIONS: I .  How far i s  Lystra from Ieoniwn? 
2 .  What notable miracle does Paul perform i n  Lyskra? 
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3.  What mythological gods do the townspeopla bake Paul 
and Bamzabas t o  be? 4 .  FJhat are the people about t o  
do tha t  would be mong? 5. V k x t  does Paul say t o  
them about it? 
Lystra? 6 .  What happens t o  Paul as a resul t?  7 .  In 
w r i t i n g  11 Cor. years la t e r  what does Paul say about 
t h i s  event? 

5. Enemies from what 2 plaees come t o  

I .  Derbe 
(Study Acts 14:20b) 

T h i s  is  the terminus of t h i s  F i r s t  E v a n g e l i s t i c  
Tour--the f i n a l  p l a c e  they  w i l l  go wi th  t h e  message. 
And the b r i e f e s t  r e p o r t  i s  given of t h e i r  l a b o r s  here:  
t h e y  do e v i d e n t l y  s t a y  here f o r  sometime and teach  
"many" b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g ,  t o  Antioch where t h e  t o u r  be- 
gan. 

QUESTIONS: 1. From what c i t y  do they begCn the i r  
re turn  trip t o  Antioch? 
EOPS i n  th i s  pZace? 

2 .  What i s  said of t he i r  la- 

J .  Their Return T r i p  t o  Antioch i n  Syria 
(Study A c t s  14:21-26) 

These verses include t h e  p l a c e s  where they  s t o p  
on t h e i r  r e t u r n :  Lys t ra ,  Iconiums Antioch of P i s i d i a ,  
Perga i n  Pamphylia, and Attal ia .  This  i s  a r e t r a c i n g  
t h e i r  t r i p  o u t  p l a c e  by p l a c e ,  Evident ly  they do n o t  
r e t u r n  by way of t h e  i s le  of Cyprus. Attalia i s  a new 
name, merely be ing  t h e  s e a p o r t  where they board s h i p  
f o r  Antioch. 

t o  the p laces  where Paul  
w a s  s toned  (Lystra)  and from which they had t o  flee 
f o r  t h e i r  very  l i ves  (Iconium and Antioch)? F i r s t  t o  

why are t h e y  going back 
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confirm the  d i s c i p l e s  through repreaching  t h e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  had won them t o  C h r i s t ,  t o  exhor t  them t o  con t in -  
ue i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e ,  and t o  he lp  them r e a l i z e  it 
i s  through much t r i b u l a t i o n  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  w i l l  e n t e r  
the kingdom of God (v .  2 2 ) .  

This "confirming" i s  no t  a ceremony bu t  i s  done 
through preaching and teaching ( see  Acts 15:32,41 f o r  
similar uses  of t h e  word). I n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  world 
"Confirmation" i s  a ceremony coming a t  t h e  end of a 
period of catechism f o r  those  who were s p r i n k l e d  as 
i n f a n t s  but  now wish t o  "confirm" t h e i r  p a r e n t s '  dec i -  
s ion t o  have them spr inkled .  Time-out t o  remark t h a t  
the whole system i s  b u i l t  on t h e  f a l s e  premise t h a t  
man i s  born a s inne r  ( t h e  d o c t r i n e  of "Or ig ina l  S in") .  
Since man i s  supposedly born a s i n n e r ,  they s a y  h e  
needs t o  be bapt ized  immediately even though too  young 
t o  understand--hence, i n f a n t  baptism so -ca l l ed .  And 
then when one i s  o ld  enough t o  be pe r sona l ly  respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  accept ing  o r  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  s p r i n k l i n g  per -  
formed by t h e  dec i s ion  of h i s  p a r e n t s ,  he  can t h e n  b e  
"confirmed". But t h e  u s e  of t h e  word "confirmed" i n  
Acts does not  po in t  t o  a ceremony, 

Another purpose f o r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e s e  young con- 
'gregations i s  t o  orda in  e l d e r s  f o r  each p l a c e  (v. 2 3 ) .  
J u s t  a s  each Jewish town o r  c i t y  has  i t s  "e lders"  (the 
ones i n  charge of t h e  bus iness  of t h e  town), so is 
each congregat ion given e l d e r s  t o  oversee  it. An e l d e r  
i s  c a l l e d  a "bishop" i n  T i t .  1 :7  (compare 1 T i m .  3:1, 
2 ) ,  The word "bishop" i s  t r a n s l a t e d  from t h e  Greek 
word "episcopos" which means "overseer".  E l d e r s  are t o  
take  t h e  ove r s igh t  (I P e t .  5:2), watching over  t h e  
sou l s  e n t r u s t e d  t o  t h e i r  shepherd-care (Heb. 13:17). 
I T i m .  5:17 a p t l y  speaks of e l d e r s  r u l i n g  w e l l .  P a u l  
and Barnabas b e t t e r  understand t h e  k ind  of men needed 
t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  r o l e  of shepherds than  t h e  people  them- 
selves" ,  thus t h e  American Standard p rope r ly  t r a n s -  
l a t e s ,  "They (Paul  and Barnabas) . . .appointed f o r  them 
(da t ive  case i n  Greek s i g n i f y i n g  i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t )  el-  
de r s  i n  every church" (v. 2 3 ) .  For a f u l l e r  treatment 
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of t h e  appointment of e l d e r s ,  see your au tho r ' s  work, 
" E d i t o r i a l s  on t h e  Eldersh ip  "Fasting" along with 
t h e i r  p ray ing  shows t h e  solemnity of t h e i r  commending 
them t o  t h e  Lord f o r  H i s  b l e s s i n g s  on t h e i r  l i v e s  and 
l a b o r s  as e l d e r s  (v.  2 3 ) .  

Now t h a t  s u i t a b l e  l eade r sh ip  h a s  been provided 
f o r  t h e  congregat ions,  they cont inue  t h e i r  homeward 
journey ,  s topping a t  Perga t o  preach ,  t h e  p lace  where 
John Mark dese r t ed  them on t h e i r  journey  out  (Acts 13:  
1 3 ) ,  ca tch ing  a sh ip  a t  t h e  seapor t  At ta l ia  f o r  t h e i r  
Antioch d e s t i n a t i o n .  

QUESTIONS: I .  What route do they foZZor(, i n  re-  
turning t o  Antioch? 
turn t r i p ?  
ho Zd the denominational doctx6ne of "Confirmation :!? 
4 .  How many "eZderstt are appointed by them? 5 .  f i a t  
is another New Testammt designation o f  "eZders"? 

2 .  What do they do on the i r  re- 
3. Why does the word "confirm" here not up- 

K .  Back a t  Antiock 
(Study Acts 1 4 ~ 2 6 - 2 8 )  

Antioch i s  s a i d  t o  be t h e  p l ace  where "they had 
been recommended t o  t h e  g race  of God" by t h e  f a s t i n g  
and p raye r s  and l ay ing  on of hands ( A c t s  13:3) " fo r  
t h e  work which they f u l f i l l e d " ,  " the  work" whereunto 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  had c a l l e d  them (see A c t s  13:3). The 
Antioch congregat ion i s  eager  t o  hear  how God has  used 
them t o  open t h e  door of f a i t h  t o  many Gen t i l e s  (v .  
2 7 ) .  A s  e v a n g e l i s t s  s e n t  f o r t h  from t h a t  congregat ion 
they  are g iv ing  a r e p o r t  of t h e  work f o r  which they  
were s e n t  f o r t h .  Af t e r  a l l  t h e  dangers  and d i f f i c u l -  
t ies  they have experienced on t h e  t r i p ,  they a r e  g lad  
t o  have time t o  l abor  a g a i n  wi th  t h e  Antioch congrega- 
t i o n  (v.  28) .  

QUESTIONS: 1.  Is th Antioch congregation eager t o  
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learn o f  the sueoess of the ir  Zabors? 
their report t o  the oongregation, do they Zeave $ m e -  
dCateZy or Zabor for  sometime w i e h  the  congregation? 

2, Af te r  giving 

L ,  A Problem Arises bebeen  the First and Second Tours 
(Study Acts 15 : 1-35) 

The d e v i l  w i l l  bo t  long l e a v e  a lone  a work t h a t  
i s  prospering f o r  God. He makes h i s  appearance i n  An- 
t i o c h  at: t h i s  t i m e  i n  c e r t a i n  men who come from Judea 
and say t h a t  except  t h e  Gen t i l e  C h r i s t i a n s  be circum- 
c i sed ,  they cannot be saved (v .  1). Who are t h e s e  men? 
According t o  v .  5 they a r e  Pharisees who have accepted 
Christ: and according t o  Acts 21:ZO are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of s e v e r a l  thousand Jews of Jerusalem ,who b e l i e v e  i n  
Jesus but are zealous f o r  t h e  l a w  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  

.Paul l a b e l s  them " f a l s e  brethren" i n  Gal. 2 : 4 .  Though 
being a decided element i n  t h e  Jerusa lem church i n  
Acts 2198 they w i l l  even tua l ly  become an i s o l a t e d  group 
known i n  Church His tory  as t h e  E b i o n i t e s .  

New Testament evangelism f i n d s  i t  easier t o  con- 
v ince  some people  t h a t  Jesus  i s  t h e  C h r i s t ,  t h e  d i v i n e  
Son of God, than  t o  convince them t h a t  a11 a u t h o r i t y  
r e s i d e s  i n  Him.  The Ebioni tes  w e r e  J e w s  who wished t o  
keep t h e i r  former l a w  (Law of Moses) a l s o ,  Another 
group i n  t h e  church of the  e a r l y  c e n t u r i e s  ( t h e  Greek 
Gnostics) wanted t o  r e t a i n  some o f  t h e i r  Greek ph i lo -  
soph ica l  i d e a s  t o  go along wi th  t h e  gospe l .  And then  
the Yanicheans sought t o  blend P e r s i a n  and C h r i s t i a n  
thought.  

Pau l  by i n s p i r a t i o n  taught  t h e r e  i s  "one Lord" 
and "one f a i t h " ,  t h a t  Lord being Jesus C h r i s t ,  " the  
head of t h e  church" who i n  a l l  t h i n g s  has  t h e  preemin- 
ence (Eph. 4 : 5  and Col. l : l 8 ) ,  He af f i rmed t h a t  i n  
Christ are "a l l  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  of wisdom and knowledge" 
(Col. 2:3) so  t h a t  we are "complete i n  him" (Col.  2: 
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10). He warned his readers about being beguiled by en- 
ticing words (Col. 2 : 4 )  and said, "Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8). 

From the above we can well understand Paul and 
Barnabas arising in Antioch and having no small dispu- 
tation with these Judean teachers (v. 2 ) .  The great 
Antioch church is torn by this question. McGarvey 
says, "We have to think of a congregation in our own 
clays distracted by an earnest controversy between its 
teachers over a vital question of doctrine, in order 
to realize the distress and confusion which must have 
tacked the minds of the brethren in Antioch while this 
mntroversy was in progress." 

Well might Paul, being an apostle, refuse to go 
up to  Jerusalem in order to ascertain the mind of the 
Lord in the matter. It was necessary for Him t o  reveal 
t o  Paul that he should go up, for in Gal. 2:2 he 
mites that "by revelation" he went up to Jerusalem 
when the Antioch brethren wished him to go. 

remark that even today when 
any problem or question arises in the church, the mat- 
ter should be referred to Christ's apostles for set- 
tlement. We do this by consulting the "apostles' doc- 
trine" in the New Testament in which the church is to 
continue (Acts 2:42). If they speak on any question, 
that should settle the matten If it is a question on 
which they d.0 not speak, then it must be considered a 
subject without a Biblical treatment and (herefore one 
over which brethren should not claim, "I'm right.. .you 
are wrong: I' or "This is true,, . that is false ." Adher- 
ence to what we have just said will save the church 
from endless controversy and division. 

Disregarding it will bring nothing but trouble 
and disaster. 

"Being brought on their way by the church'' (v. 
3 ) ,  an expression found in Paul's writings in Rom. 15: 

It is appropriate to 
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2 4 ;  I Cor, 16;6; and I1 Cor. 1:16, can mean they  are 
provided with travel companions as i n  Acts 20:38 where 
"accompanied" comes from t h e  same Greek word as 
"brought" i n  t h i s  verse, o r  i t  can mean they are g iven  
provis ions along t h e  way. The l a t te r ,  i n  t h i s  writer's 
judgment, i s  the  more l i k e l y  meaning, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
view o f  two o the r  i n s t ances  of t h e  same Greek word. In 
111 John 5-8 John writes, "Beloved, thou does t  f a i t h -  
f u l l y  whatsoever thou doest  t o  t h e  b re th ren ,  and t o  
s t r ange r s ;  which have borne wi tness  of thy c h a r i t y  be- 
f o r e  the church: whom if thou b r ing  forward on t h e i r  
journey a f te r  a godly s o r t ,  thou s h a l t  do w e l l :  be- 
cause tha t  for ,  h i s  name's sake they went f o r t h ,  t a k i n g  
nothing of t h e  Gen t i l e s .  We t h e r e f o r e  ought t o  r e c e i v e  
such, that we might be fel low-helpers  t o  t h e  t r u t h . "  
"Brivg forward" i s  t h e  same Greek word, and i t  i s  su r -  
rounded with i n d i c a t i o n  02 Gaius ' s h o s p i t a l i t y .  I n  
T i t .  3:13 T i t u s  i s  t o l d  t o  "br ing Zenas t h e  lawyer and 
Apollos on t h e i r  journey diligently"--why? " t h a t  noth-  
i n g  be wanting unto them." Those who are s e n t  o u t  by 
the  church and who do t h e  work of t h e  church should be 
thus  provided f o r ,  f o r  P a u l  writes, "Who goeth a t  w a r -  
f a r e  any t i m e  a t  h i s  own charges?" (I Cor. 9 : 7 ) .  

Their journey t o  Jerusalem t akes  them sou th  from 
Antioch through Phenice (Phoenicia) probably t o  P t o l e -  
mais and then in land  by way of t h e  Esdraelon P l a i n  and 
then south through Samaria. (For an account of t h e  e- 
vange l i za t ion  of Phenice and Samaria, see Acts 11:19 
and Acts 8:5-25.) The Jewish b re th ren  i n  Phenice and 
the  Samaritan b re th ren  both r e j o i c e  to"" hea r  t h e  ac- 
count of conversions among Gentiles (v.  3 ) .  

noteworthy t h a t  they  are "re- 
ceived" of t h e  church as w e l l  as of t h e  " a p o s t l e s  and 
e lders ' '  unto whom they have been s e n t  by Antioch ( s e e  
v. 2 ) .  In t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e i r  work among G e n t i l e s  they  
are ca re fu l  t o  t e l l  them of th ings  t h a t  "God" has  done 
through them. Cer t a in  of t he  Pha r i sees  r ise t o  d i s p u t e  
t h i s  f a c t  (v.  5 ) .  S ince  t h i s  i s  j u s t  an "arrival ge t -  

Upon a r r i v a l  i t  is 
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toge ther" ,  they do not  cont inue  wi th  a d i scuss ion .  Be-1 
f o r e  t h e  b i g  meeting of v. 6 ,  when "the a p o s t l e s  and 
e l d e r s  came toge the r  f o r  t o  consider  of t h i s  matter", 
Gal. 2:2  shows Paul  meets wi th  t h e  a p o s t l e s  James, Pe- 
ter (Cephas), and John t o  be s u r e  they are a l l  s tand-  
i n g  f i r m  on t h e  ques t ion .  I f  t h e  Jerusalem a p o s t l e s  
s i d e  wi th  t h e  oppos i t ion ,  i t  w i l l  have a n u l l i f y i n g  
e f f e c t  on t h e  work of Paul  and Barnabas ("lest by any 
means I should run3 o r  had run ,  i n  va in , "  Gal. 2:2). 
But they are a l l  i n  agreement no t  only i n  what t hey  
are teaching  bu t  i n  t h e i r  ca r ry ing  i t  ou t :  T i tu s ,  a 
Greek whom they have e v i d e n t l y  purposely brought a- 
long,  i s  n o t  compelled t o  be circumcised (Gal. 2:1,3), 
and they  f i n d  t h e  Jerusalem a p o s t l e s  t o  be " p i l l a r s " ,  
who g ive  Paul  and Barnabas t h e  r i g h t  hands of fellow- 
s h i p  t o  cont inue  t h e i r  l a b o r s  wi th  t h e  heathen while  
they cont inue  t h e i r s  among t h e  Jews ( G a l ,  2 : 9 ) ,  They 
are now ready t o  meet i n  t h e  p u b l i c  meeting t o  sett le 
t h e  matter. 

V .  7 pas ses  over  many words and s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  
when i t  puts, i n t o  one dependent- c l ause  t h i s  non-de- 
t a i l e d  repor thJWhen t h e r e  had been much d isput ing ."  
Luke now proceeds\GTth t h e  s i d e  t h a t  r e a l l y  matters-- 
what t h e  a p o s t l e s  say.  It seems w i s e  t h a t  P e t e r  should 
t a k e  t h e  f l o o r  f i r s t ,  reminding them t h a t  God sent him 
t o  t h e  Gent ikes ,  p u t t i n g  "no d f f f e rence  between us 
( t h e  Jews) and them ( t h e  G e n t i l e s ) ,  p u r i f y i n g  t h e i r  
h e a r t s  by f a i t h , "  n e i t h e r  r e q u i r i n g  them t o  b e  circum- 
c i s e d  nor  observe the  l a w  of Moses (v. 7-9). When he 
p leads  f o r  them no t  " to  p u t  a yoke upon t h e  neck of 
t h e  d i s c i p l e s ,  which n e i t h e r  our  f a t h e r s  nor  w e  were 
a b l e  t o  bear" (v .  lo), and when h e  says ,  'We b e l i e v e  
t h a t  through t h e  grace of t h e  Lord Jesus Christ we 
s h a l l  be saved, even as they" (v. 111, "al l  the mul t i -  
t ude  kep t  s i l ence"  (v. 1 2 ) .  Thus t h e  s t a g e  is set f o r  
Barnabas and Saul  t o  speak. Barnabas is l i s t e d  f i r s t ,  
f o r  he  i s  l i k e l y  more accepted  i n  Jerusalem because of 
h i s  p a s t  connect ions i n  t h e  Jerusalem church than  Saul  
who i s  t h e i r  ch ief  t a r g e t  of criticism. They d e c l a r e  
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%hat m€racl.es and wonders God had wrought among t h e  
G e n t i l e s  by them" on t h e i r  great t o u r  (v .  12). .This 
being unanswerable t h e  c r i t i c s  cont inue t o  h o l d  t h e i r  
peace ( M ,  13), f o r  they can see which way t h e  wind i s  
blowing with t h e  a p o s t l e s  as a u n i t e d  group. Since 
James ( the  Lord ' s  brother--the o t h e r  James i s  dead, 
Acts 12:l) i s  t h e  most acceptab le  t o  those  i n  opposi-  
t i o n ,  i t  seems i n t e n t i o n a l  t h a t  he  h a s  been chosen t o  
conclude t h e  meeting (v. 1 3 ) .  L e t  us  n o t i c e  h i s  con- 
c l u s i o n  and proposal .  

When Ainos and o t h e r  Jewish prophets  wrote  of t h e  
Euture,  they spoke of t h e  Gentiles being brought i n  
(Amos 9:11,12). James f i n d s  what P e t e r  d i d  i n  going t o  
t h e  Gentiles completely i n  harmony wi th  t h e i r  p red ic-  
t i o n s  (v,  14-18). H i s  i n s p i r e d  judgment, " t h a t  we 
t r o u b l e  not them, which from among t h e  G e n t i l e s  a r e  
turned t o  God" (v. 19), d e c l a r e s  t h a t  G e n t i l e s  do n o t  
have t o  b e  circumcised nor keep t h e  l a w  of Moses t o  be  
Chr is t ians .  But s i n c e  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  t h e  G e n t i l e s  have 
had abominable p r a c t i c e s  of i d o l s ,  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  and 
e a t i n g  th ings  s t r a n g l e d  and blood ( p r a c t i c e s  c o n t r a r y  
t o  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  code even b e f o r e  t h e r e  was a l a w  o f  
Moses, practi-ces i n t o  which G e n t i l e  weakness f o r  such 
w i l l  make i t  easy f o r  them t o  r e v e r t ) ,  James proposes  
they send a s p e c i a l  e p i s t l e  t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s  warning 
them agains t  t h e s e  named p r a c t i c e s  (v .  19,20) e The 
Jews with t h e i r  law read  every sabbath f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  
do no t  need t o  be t o l d  from t h e  
above (v ,  21), but  t h e  Gentiles without  a writ ten rev- 
e l a t i o n  have d r i f t e d  f a r  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  oral. under- 
s tanding  of God's w i l l  and need t o  be  s p e c i a l l y  t o l d  
of t h e  wrongness of such practices.  

Obviously a l l  t h e  i n s p i r e d  a p o s t l e s  are a g r e e a b l e  
t o  James's words, and s o  t h e  matter i s  s e t t l e d  (v. 
22) I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Barnabas and Saul's t a k i n g  back a n  
o r a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  dec is ion  along wi th  t h e  w r i t t e n  
warning t o  t h e  G e n t i l e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  they d e c i d e  t o  send 
with them two w e l l  known Jerusalem men (Judas and S i -  

s p e c i a l l y  t o  a b s t a i n  
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l a s )  t o  v e r i f y  t h e i r  r e p o r t  (v .  22,27). Judas and 
S i las  a r e  provided with a le t te r  of i n t roduc t ion  from 
which w e  l e a r n  they are men who have "hazarded t h e i r  
l i v e s  f o r  t h e  name of our Lord .Jesus Chris t"  (v, 2 6 ) .  
Upomthe group 's  a r r i v a l  i n  Antioch they ga ther  t h e  
church toge ther  and give t h e i r  r epor t  (v. 30). The 
Antioch church i s  r e l i eved  t o  know t h a t  i ts  Gen t i l e  
members are r i g h t ,  t h a t  i t  has been r i g h t  F a  r ece iv ing  
them without  c i rcumcision,  and t h a t  t h e  matter is  now 
s e t t l e d  (v. 31). 

Judas and S i l a s  do no t  immediately r e t u r n  t o  Je- 
rusalem, bu t  being prophets  they s t a y  on t o  exhor t  and 
f u r t h e r  con€irm the  Antioch b re th ren  (v.  3 2 ) .  When the  
t i m e  comes Si las  decides  t o  re- 
main a t  Antioch (v .  3 3 , 3 4 ) .  So with Silas,  Paul ,  Bar- 
nabas,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  teaching  and preaching t h e  
Word of t h e  Lord i n  Antioch (v. 3 5 ) ,  i t  is  a g r e a t  
t i m e  of s t rengthening  f o r  t he  s a i n t s .  

f o r  them t o  go back, 

QUESTIONS: 1. What are some of the Judean Jews 
saying about the GentiZe converts? 2 .  f i a t  does PauZ 
ZabeZ these Jews? 3. What d i d  the Ebionites w a n t  t o  
go by as we22 as the gospeZ? 
Gnostics Zater want t o  retain? 5 .  What d i d  the Mani- 
cheans Zater seek t o  bZend with the gospel? 
Paul and Barnabas combat t h i s  Judean teaching? 
7 .  What does the Antioch church want Paul and B m a b a s  
t o  do? 8 .  What causes us t o  know that God confirms 
the f a c t  t ha t  they shouZd go? 
trinaZ matters be referred today for  settlement? 
10.  Suppose they have nothing t o  say on the subject 
being disputed? 
Mag by the church" mean? 12 .  Why do PauZ and Barnabas 
meet wi th  the other apostles before going i n t o  the 
b i g  meeting? 13. Which apostZe speaks f i r s t  a t  the 
circumcision counciz? 14 .  Who foZZms him? 15. Which 
apostZe summarizes the meeting and proposes the con- 

4 .  What ideas d i d  the 

6 .  Do 

9 .  90 whom shouZd doc- 

1 2 .  What does "being brought on t h e i r  
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o'lusion.? 1 6 ,  What 4 practices do they espeoiaZZy 
wam thG Gentiles about? 17. Who aoooinpany PauZ and 
Barnabas and the l e t t e r  back t o  Antioch? 1 8 ,  Why do 
these 2 men stay on i n  Antioch f o r  asllhiZe? 29 .  Which 
stays i n  Antioch wlwn the other returns t o  JerusaZam? 
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C H A P T E R  9 

Second Tour 

A. Anfioch of Syria 
(Study Acts 15:36-40) 

Time  goes by, cond i t ions  i n  Antioch no l o n g e r  ple- 

qu i r e  t h e i r  s t a y i n g  longe r ,  and Pau l  wonders how the 
churches e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  F i r s t  Tour are g e t t i n g  a- 
long. Ile proposes t o  Barnabas they  make a n o t h e r  t o u r  
of them. Barnabas 16  ag reeab le ,  bu t  a c o n t e n t i o n  a- 
rises between them over  whether t o  t a k e  John Mark who 
i s  obviously back at Antioch. (Did h e  come back w i t h  
them from Jerusalem, o r  has  h e  been i n  Antioch f o r  
sometime?) Barnabas, a re la t ive of Mark (Col. 4:10), 
i s  set on t ak ing  him wi th  them (v. 37), b u t  P a u l  i s  
j u s t  as set n o t  t o  t a k e  him on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  h e  once 
deser ted  them and t h e  Lord ' s  work (v. 3 8 ) .  Even though 
they are both  i n s p i r e d  men, i t  is  obvious  t h a t  I n s p i -  
r a t i o n  t h a t  g i v e s  them t h e i r  message does n o t  d e s t r o y  
the  r o l e  of personal  dec i s ion  i n  matters such  as i s  
now before  them. 

Nei ther  one f i n d s  it w i t h i n  himself  t o  budge. 
Barnabas has  always been b ig  h e a r t e d ,  and P a u l  h a s  al- 
ways been r i g i d .  Both are a c t i n g  accord ing  t o  t h e  
dominant e lements  i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  So be ing  unab le  
t o  agree  on t h e  matter they p a r t  ways, Barnabas t a k i n g  
Mark and going t o  h i s  n a t i v e  Cyprus (Acts 4 : 3 6 ) ,  t h e  
f i r s t  and t h e  p a r t  of 
t he  t o u r  when Mark was s t i l l  w i t h  them, P a u l  f i n d s  a 
replacement p a r t n e r  i n  S i l a s  and goes f o r t h  w i t h  the 
Antioch b r e t h r e n ' s  b l e s s i n g  (v. 4 0 ) .  E t  appea r s  that: 
Antioch 's  sympathies are more with P a u l  t h a n  Barnabas.  

a r e a  covered by t h e  F i r s t  Tour 
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But regard lesk  of who is r i g h t  o r  wrong we r e j o i c e  ov- 
er two f a c t s :  (1) Mark e v i d e n t l y  t akes  advantage of 
t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  do b e t t e r ,  for h e  becomes g r e a t  e- 
nough t o  be chosen later t o  pen t h e  Gospel account 
t h a t  b e a r s  h i s  name, Paul  accepts  him (Col,  4:lO; 11 
Tim.  4:11) ,  and he  holds  no i l l - w i l l  a g a i n s t  Paul ,  un- 
de r s t and ing  wfiy Paul  ac ted  toward him a he d i d ;  and 
(2) t h e  r i f t  'between Paul  and Barnabas is not  perman- 
e n t ,  f o r  i n  P a u l ' s  later w r i t i n g s  he  speaks of Barna- 
bas  and himself most companionately (I Cor. 9:6). 
Cleavages between s i n c e r e  b r e t h r e n  do n o t  have t o  be 
permanent. God can he lp  them come toge the r  again a f t e r  
t i m e  has  passed during which they  have busied them- 
selves i n  God,'s work. P r a i s e  t h e  holy name of God f o r  
t h i s  assurance!  

QUESTIONS: 1. What proposal does Paul make t o  Bar- 
nabas? 2 .  Over uhom do they have a disagreement? 
3.  w"ny would Barnabas want t o  take him atong? 
does Paul think it best  not t o  take him? 
ious is t h e i r  disagreement? 
formed? 
be? 
manent hard fee l ings  over t h i s  matter? 

4 .  Why 
5. HOW eer- 

6 .  What 2 new parties are 
7 .  How good a man does Mark Zater turn out t o  

8. Hou do we know PauZ and Barnabas have no per- 

B .  Syria and CiZicia 
1 (Study Acts 1 5 ~ 4 1 )  

Antioch is i n  "Syria", and "Cilicia" i s  P a u l l s  
n a t i v e  province where Tarsus is  loca ted .  Nei ther  Bar- 
nabas no r  Paul  want t o  make t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  something 
t o  c a r r y  t o  t h e  churches9 so j u s t  as Barnabas goes t o  
one group Paul  and Silas t ake  t h e  land-route no r th  and 
t hen  w e s t  through t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  mentioned. No men- 
t i o n  was made on t h e  First Tour of any work done i n  
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Cil ie ia ,  bu t  y o u i w i l l  r e c a l l  when t h e  a p o s t l e s  rushed  
Paul  ou t  of Jerusalem i n  Acts  9:29,3G, they  sent him 
t o  Tarsus.  P a u l  r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  himself  in G a l .  1:2ff 
where he mentions preaching i n  Ci1.icj.a. Thus t h e r e  are 
"churches" t o  confirm on t h i s  t ou r  (v.  41) i n  Ci l ic ia  
as w e l l  as i n  Syr i a .  

QUESTIONS: 1. where do Paut and S i t a s  go instead,  
of paraZZeZing Barnabas and Mark 's trip t o  Cyprus? 
2. What are Paui? and SiZas said t o  be doing among the  
congregations where they go? 

C.  Derbe and Lystra 
(Study Acts 16:l-3) 

Only one i t e m  is  mentioned i n  connect ion wi th  
t h e i r  s top  i n  Derbe and Lys t r a ,  t h a t  of s ecu r ing  young .' 

Timothy of L y s t r a  as an a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  
p a r t y .  You w i l l  remember t h a t  On t h e  F i r s t  Tour a f t e r  
Paul  and Barnabas had su f fe red  a t  Antioch of P i s i d i a  
and Iconium, they came t o  L y s t r a  where at  f i r s t  t hey  
werep taken f o r  gods bu t  later Pau l  was s toned .  Since 
Timothy seems t o  be f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e s e  F i r s t  Tour 
s u f f e r i n g s  ( s e e  I1 T i m .  3:10,11), l i k e l y  h e  as w e l l  as 
h i s  mother Eunic; and h i s  grandmother L o i s  (11 T i m ,  1: 
5 )  became C h r i s t i a n s  on Pau l ' s  f i r s t  v i s i t .  I f  so,  t h e  
i n t e r v a l  between P a u l ' s  L y s t r a  v i s i t s  has  been a g r e a t  
per iod  of s p i r i t u a l  development f o r  TimothyS who i s  
w e l l  r epo r t ed  n o t  only i n  h i s  l o c a l  area of L y s t r a  and ', 

Derbe bu t  also a t  Iconium some d i s t a n c e  away. Fu tu re  
l e a d e r s  are t o  be " f a i t h f u l "  men even be fo re  being 
considered f o r  l eade r sh ip  (I1 Tim.  2:2), 

SQ impressed i s  Paul  wi th  Timothy t h a t  h e  d e s i r e s  
t o  t a k e  him withb him (v. 3 ) ,  and as long as Pau l  w i l l  
l ive  Timothy w i l l  s e rve  as a son wi th  him i n  t h e  gos- . 
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p e l  ( P h i l .  2 : 2 2 ) .  Paul w i l l  speak of him i n  the  most 
l auda to ry  way ( P h i l ,  2:19,20). We note  too t h a t  Timo- 
thy  becomes t h e  f i r s t  person added t o  P a u l ' s  pa r ty  
from any of t h e  p laces  where he  has  gone preaching. 

You might wonder why Pau l  speaks so h ighly  of 
Timothy's mother i n  I1 Tim.  1:5 when she i s  married t o  
a "Greek" (v. 1). But remember in t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  cul-  
t u r e  a g i r l  d i d '  no t  choose whom she  would marry. H e r  
marr iage w a s  worked out f o r  h e r  by he r  f a t h e r .  This  
accounts  f o r  ,Timothy's n o t  being circumcised. Since 
t h i s  w i l l  be a stumblingblock t o  evangel iz ing  among 
t h e  Jews, Pau l  c i r cumci sesh im (v. 3)  i n  harmony with 
h i s  s ta tement  in I Cor. 9:20. The case of T i t u s  t h e  
Greek i s  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  which exp la ins  why Paul  
d i d  n o t  c i rcumcise  him (Gal. 2:3). 

It i s  probably a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  hands of t he  
I' presbytery" {eldership)  are l a i d  on Timothy ( L  Tim.  
4:14),  s e p a r a t i n g  him t o  t h e  work of t he  gospel,  A t  
some t i m e  Paul  himself l a y s  h i s  hands on Timothy also 
(I1 T i m .  1:6), which confers  i n s p i r a t i o n  and miracu- 
l o u s  power on him. It may be now--or poss ib ly  l a t e r  
a f t e r  Pau l  sees how Timothy does. 

QUESTIONS : 1. What  one event i s  recorded i n  con- 
junction w$th t he i r  stop a t  Derbe and Lystra? 2 .  How 
i s  Timothy described? 3. why does PauZ speak so high- 
Zy of  Timothy's mother when she is married t o  a. Greek? 
4 ,  why does Paul circumcise Timothy? 

D. A Parenthetic Report 
(Study Acts 16:4,5) 

One of t h e  th ings  done on t h i s  Second Tour i s  de- 
l i v e r  t h e  Jerusalem circumcision decree wherever they 

' go. We n o t e  'a that  they d e l i v e r  t h e  decrees  t a  the  
churches t a  "keep"--not t o  dec ide  on. The apos t l e s  and 
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11 e l d e r s  i s s u e  t h e  i n s p i r e d  d e c i s i o n ,  s o  t h e  d e c i d i n g  i s  
a l ready  done. I n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w e  accep t  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  
of t h e  f a i t h  once f o r  a l l  d e l i v e r e d  t o  lthe saints  
(Jude 3 ) .  and i t  i s  t h e  on ly  way 
ques t ions  can be s e t t l e d  and t h e  church have peace .  
And v .  5 shows t h e  churches where Pau l  and Si las  go 
accept ing the a p o s t o l i c  dec i s ion  and becoming e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  f a i t h .  And a l l  t h t s  r e s u l t s  i n  d a i l y  ad- 
d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  congregat ions (v. 5 ) .  

Th i s  i s  God's p lan ,  i i  
n 
u 
0 
ii 
il 
II 
il 
1 

QUESTIONS: 1. What m e  they carrying wi th  therh and 
delivering t o  the congregations on t h i s  tour? 2 .  mat 
resu l t s  does t h i s  bring? 

E.  On t o  Xroas 
(Study Acts 16:6-10) 

From h e r e  on t h e  pa r ty  p r e s s e s  i n t o  new coun t ry  
no t  covered by t h e  F i r s t  Tour. The Second Tour i s  so 
much more ex tens ive  i n  t e r r i t o r y  covered t h a n  t h e  
F i r s t .  map of P a u l ' s  travels t o  
see what Luke i s  record ing  i n  t h e s e  verses. Going 
n o r t h  and w e s t  from L y s t r a  they  go through b o t h  Phry- 
g i a  and Galatia, and though our  text does n o t  r e c o r d  
t h e i r  work i t  seems r i g h t  t o  assume they  p reach  
throughout Phrygia  and Galatia. When they  come t o  the 
po in t  where t h e  reg ion  of Mysia beg ins ,  they  i n t e n d  t o  
t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t  i n t o  t h e  p rov ince  of Asia, b u t  the 
Holy S p i r i t  reveals t o  them n o t  t o ,  no r  does H e  allow 
them t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  i n t o  B i thyn ia .  '!Something's 
d i f f e r e n t , "  Pau l  has  a r i g h t  t o  t h i n k ,  f o r  we do n o t  
read  of th i s  happening before .  God has something g r e a t  
i n  mind f o r  them i n s t e a d  of con t inu ing  t h e i r  work i n  
these  p a r t s .  He does n o t  f o r b i d  t h e i r  work i n  Mysia,  
so they proceed t o  t h e  seapor t  c i t y  of Troas (the an- 
c i e n t  Troy of history--remember che f a l l  of Troy via 
t h e  "wooden horse"  f u l l  o f  s o l d i e r s ? ) .  They might well 

You must look a t  t h e  
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wonder what God has  i n  s t o r e  f o r  them. I n  t i m e  He will 
reveal it .  

While i n  Troas they ev iden t ly  convert  a physician 
named Luke (Col. 4:14) who i s  s o  t h r i l l e d  wi th  Chris- 
t i a n i t y  t h a t  he drops his  doc tor ing  profession and 
j o i n s  P a u l ' s  p a r t y  a l s o ,  f o r  no commentator overlooks 
t h e  f ac t  t h a t  when Pau l ' s  pa r ty  d e p a r t s  *5com Troas t h e  
Acts account  q u i t s  t a l k i n g  a'bout t h e  pa r ty  as "they" 
and begins  t a l k i n g  about i t  as "we" (note  Acts, 16: 10,  
L1,12,13). The author  Luke i s  along! Thus on t h i s  t o u r  
Pau l  has  picked up two g r e a t  a s s o c i a t e s  i n  Timothy and 
Luke, men who w i l l  be wi th  him much of t h e  t i m e  u n t i l  
h i s  dea th .  Luke w a s  wi th  him even a t  t h e  end CII Tim.  
4 :  11) .  

One n i g h t  Paul  i s  given a v i s i o n .  Macedonia 
(no r the rn  Greece)\ i s  over  i n  Europe ac ross  t h e  Aegean 
§ea from Troas.  In  the  v i s i o n  a man of Macedonia beck- 
ons Pau l  t o  "come over i n t o  Macedonia and. he lp  us" (v.  
9 ) .  This is commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  "MacedonIan 
Call". Even though t h i s  w i l l  mean l eav ing  Asia and en- 
t e r i n g  Europe, t h e  p a r t y  i s  eager  t o  go because t h e  
Lord i s  e s p e c i a l l y  d i r e c t i n g  them t h e r e  (v. 2 0 ) .  

QUESTIONS: 1. Which tow? was the more extensive-- 

is probably baffling t o  the party? 
the F i r s t  or the Seeond? 
l'roas, what 
3. @at  was Troas called i n  ancient history? 4 .  Who 
joins the  party i n  Troas? 
pation? 
7 .  Are they obedient t o  God's cal l?  

2 .  Before they arrive a t  

5. What has been h<s occu- 
6 .  What  famous v i s ion  does God give Paul her&? 

F. Over t o  Philippi 
(Study Acts 16:11-40) 

The i r  voyage takes  them from Troas t o  t&e i s l a n d  
Samothracia,  and another  day of s a i l i n g  b r ings  them t o  
the s e a p o r t  Neapol is  on the European mainland. Their  
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j: d e s t l n a t i o n  i s  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t y  P h i l i p p i ,  ten miles in- 
land.  

The Jewish element of t h e  c i t y  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  
non-exis ten t .  There i s  no synagogue i n  which t o  ' ' preach,  t h e  river 
where t h e  King James says ,  "Prayer was wont (accus- +' 

tomed) t o  be  made," while  t h e  American Standard and 
many o t h e r  v e r s i o n s  say ,  "Where we supposed t h e r e  was 
a p lace  of prayer ."  The d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  i n  t r a n s l a -  
t i n g  but  i n  what t h e  o r i g i n a l  Greek word was. I n  both  
in s t ances  t h e  verb  stem i s  t h e  same, b u t  t hose  Greek 
c o p i e s ~ f o l l o w e d  by t h e  King James have a 
s i n g u l a r  s u b j e c t  f o r  t h i s  verb  whi le  t h e  o t h e r  ver- 
s i o n s  f o l l o w  those  copies  where a f i r s t  person  p l u r a l  
sub jec t  i s  used. This  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  sen- . 
t ence ' s  s u b j e c t  a l s o  a f f e c t s  t h e  cho ice  of meanings 
f o r  t h e  ve ry  stem i t s e l f .  I f  t h e  King James i s  r i g h t ,  
Paul  and h i s  p a r t y  learn of t h i s  sabbath  r i v e r s i d e  
prayer meeting and go ou t  t o  t each  t h e  Jewish women 
who meet because t h e r e  i s  no synagogue t o  a t t e n d .  I f  
t h e  o t h e r  v e r s i o n s  are c o r r e c t ,  Paul  supposes there ' might be such a prayer  meet.ing from a t r a d i t i o n a l  Jew- 
i s h  practice going back t o  t h e  J e w s  i n  Babylonian Cap- 
t i v i t y  who congregated along r ivers  when t h e r e  w a s  no 
synagogue i n  which t o  meet (see Psa.  137:1,2) .  

P a u l ' s  European l a b o r s  begin on a ve ry  s m a l l  
s c a l e ,  b u t  Zech. 4:10 says  n o t  t o  d e s p i s e  ( b e l i t t l e )  
t h e  day of small t h i n g s .  One who t akes  a small oppor- 
t u n i t y  when t h a t  is t he  only known oppor tun i ty  w i l l  
l i k e l y  be given l a r g e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

L e t  u s  look a t  t h i s  woman Lydia.  She is from 
"Thyatira" i n  Asia (one of t h e  seven-churches-of-Asia 
cities--Rev. 1 : l l ) .  She i s  a "seller of  purple" .  Pur- 
p l e  i s  t h e  r o y a l  color i n  Lydia ' s  day because Its 
s c a r c i t y  makes i t  c o s t l y  and o b t a i n a b l e  only  by t h e  
very r i c h .  p u r p l e  dye is a rare 
s h e l l - f i s h  (Murex Purpurar ius)  a long  t h e  c o a s t  of 
Tyre, each s h e l l - f i s h  y i e ld ing  on ly  one drop. So Ly- 

but  on t h e  sabbath they  go down t o  

t h i r d  p e r s o n '  

The i r  l one  source of 

U 
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d i a  is  a woman of means. 
Though wealthy she  i s  a very  r e l i g i o u s  woman, 

ve ry  consc ien t ious .  Though away from her  n a t i v e  set- 
t i n g  and i n  a c i t y  where t h e r e  i s  no synagogue, she  
c a r e f u l l y  observes  t h e  sabbath even though he r  heath- 
en  compet i tors  w i l l  proceed with t h e i r  business  as u- 
s u a l .  

A s  she  l i s t e n s  t o  Pau l ' s  message, i t  makes sense 
t o  he r .  The Lord uses  t h e  message t o  open her  heart so  
that she  and her household are obedient  t o  t h e  f a i t h  
(v. 14,151. I n  h e r  case he r  "household" i s  l i k e l y  her-  
s e l f  and h e r  maidens ( servants )  e 

We do no t  know where t h e  p a r t y  of four  (Paul ,  S i -  
las, Timothy, Luke) are s t ay ing  while  i n  P h i l i p p i ,  bu t  
i t  i s  probably mediocre a t  b e s t .  Her wealth enables  
h e r  t o  i n v i t e  them t o  make h e r  home t h e i r  home while  
i n  P h i l i p p i .  Evident ly  they p r o t e s t  t h a t  such i s  an 
unreasonable  imposi t ion on h e r ,  f o r  she  "constrained" 
them. She counts  i t  a p r i v i l e g e  t o  show h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  
t h e s e  who have brought t h e  gospe l  t o  h e r .  She does no t  
look  down on them as o b j e c t s  of c h a r i t y .  She doesn ' t  
s ay ,  "Since you have no o the r  p l ace  t o  go, come t o  my 
house;" b u t ,  f a i t h f u l  t o  
t h e  Lord, come intoemy house" (v. 15)--not j u s t  f o r  a 
meal b u t  t o  "abide" ( s t a y ) .  

It appears  from v. 18's "This she  did many days" 
t h a t  t h e  sabbath-day prayer  ge t - toge ther  has become a 
d a i l y  prayer  meeting (v.  16).  A soothsaying g i r l  pos- 
s e s sed  of a demon fol lows them as they go t o  prayer ,  
and she  t e l l s  t h e  t r u t h  when she  says ,  "These men are 
t h e  s e r v a n t s  of the most h igh  God, which shew unto us 
t h e  way of s a l v a t i o n  (v. 16,17). Demons a l s o  spoke t h e  
t r u t h  when cry ing  out  concerning Je sus  (Mark 1 : 2 3 , 2 4 ) ,  
b u t  J e s u s  cast them ou t  and quie ted  them (Mark 1:25, 
3 4 )  even as Paul  does t o  t h i s  soothsaying g i r l  (v. 
18). J u s t  as J e s u s  w a s  d i sp leased  wi th  demons g iv ing  
Him p u b l i c i t y ,  so Paul  i s  "grieved" w i t h  the same (v. 
1 8 ) .  In  p r i n t  we have what t h e  demons say,  but  p r i n t  

"If  ye have judged me t o  be 
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does no t  convey t h e  tone nor t h e  a t t i t u d e  w i t h  which 
they speak. Paul  cons iders  t h i s  poor a d v e r t i s i n g  much, 
l i k e  a known(pros t i t u t e  fol lowing an  e v a n g e l i s t i c  par -  
t y  through t h e  c i t y  streets saying ,  "These be t h e  men 
of t he  most high God who are preaching  t h e  gospe l  a t  
38th and Adams Street every n igh t . "  

Poss ib ly  no t  a l l  who under take  t o  t e l l  f o r t u n e s  
are demon-possessed, bu t  t h i s  young woman s u r e l y  h a s  
been, and now that the demon i s  gone ou t  of h e r  she i s  
no longer  a b l e  t o  perform as she w a s  accustomed t o  do. 
Her money-making masters are enraged and h a u l  P a u l  and 
S i l a s  i n t o  cour t  and wi ld ly  charge  them b e f o r e  t h e  
c i t y ' s  mag i s t r a t e s  (v. 19-21). The masters g e t  t h e  
mul t i tude  t o  j o i n  them i n  c ry ing  ou t  a g a i n s t  the 
preachers .  Poor Pau l  and S i l a s  have many s t r i p e s  l a i d  
across  t h e i r  ba re  backs,  and this1 does n o t  f u l f i l l  
t h e i r  punishment--they are p u t  i n t o  p r i s o n ,  and the 
jailer i s  severe ly  charged t o  keep them s a f e l y  (v. 22, 
23). What kind of c r imina l s  are these! The j a i le r  
takes  no chances on t h e i r  escape--he p u t s  them i n t o  
t h e  innermost p r i s o n  and secu res  their f e e t  i n  s t o c k s  
(v ,  2 4 ) .  

Here we are about  t o  see a demonst ra t ion  of t h e  
v i c t o r y  C h r i s t i a n i t y  b r ings  i n t o  p e o p l e ' s  l ives .  The 
men do not  complain of t h e i r  h a r d s h i p s  and mistreat- 
ment. They could have been k i l l e d .  A t  midnight  t h e y  
s ing  praises t o  God and pray, and the o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  
take  no te  (v. 25). God is  p leased  w i t h  them and honors  
them by sending an ear thquake t h a t  shakes  t h e  p r i s o n  
t o  i t s  ve ry  foundat ion ,  In t h e  p rocess  t h e  p r i s o n  
doors are thrown open and each p r i s o n e r ' s  bands loosed  
(v. 26) .  The quake a l s o  wakes t h e  ja i ler ,  who s e e i n g  
t h e  p r i son  doors open and supposing t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t o  
be gone draws h i s  sword t o  t a k e  h i s  l i f e ,  r e a l i z i n g  
the  f a t e  awai t ing him i f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  are gone (v. 
27) .  But a vo ice  from t h e  dark  innermost p r i s o n  calls 
ou t ,  "Do thyse l f  no harm f o r  w e  are  a l l  here"  (v. 28) .  
He recognizes  t h i s  as t h e  v o i c e  of one of t h e  preach-  
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ers. H e  cal ls  f o r  a l i g h t ,  goes i n  where they are, 
f a l l s  down be fo re  them begging, " S i r s ,  what must I do 
t o  be saved?" (v. 30).  For a heathen who has  not  sat 
i n  even one church se rv ice ,  he  couldn ' t  word h i s  ques- 
t i o n  any b e t t e r  than he has ,  f o r  "salvat ion" i s  what 
everyone needs,  i t  is  t h a t  which Paul  and Si las  are 
preaching ,  t h e r e  are th ings  a person "must do" t o  be 
saved,  and t h e s e  are th ings  which everyone must do. 

When Pau l  tel ls  him t o  "be l ieve  on the  Lord Je sus  
Chriqt"  which w i l l  b r ing  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  he is  inqu i r ing  
about ,  he  i s  no t  e l imina t ing  e i t h e r  repentance o r  bap- 
t i s m  which he  has  been preaching throughout t h e  book 
of Acts. Numerous t i m e s  does t h e  Bib le  connect a s in -  
g l e  matter wi th  sa lva t ion :  "love" i n  Jas. 1:12$ "obe- 
dience" i n  Heb. 5 : 9 ,  "baptism" i n  I P e t ,  3:21, " fa i th"  
he re ,  etc.  To one l i k e  t h e  ja i ler  who as y e t  has heard 
no preaching,  i t  i s  understandable  why Paul  summarizes 
and s i m p l i f i e s  the answer i n  "Believe on t h e  Lord Je- 
s u s  Chr is t " .  The j a i l e r  t akes  them t o  h i s  house, and 
though i t  is p a s t  midnight he has  a11 h i s  household 
l i s t e n  as Pau l  and Silas b r i n g  t h e i r  message t o  them 
(v. 32) .  Convinced, he  washes t h e i r  bloody backs and 
i s  bap t i zed ,  h e  and a l l  h i s ,  s t ra ightway (v, 33).  Oh, 
how happy h e  and h i s  household are now t h a t  they be- 
l ieve i n  t h e  t r u e  God and are C h r i s t i a n s  (v. 3 4 ) :  And 
P a u l  and S i l a s  are t r e a t e d  t o  some good food i f i  h i s  
house (v. 34) .  

t o  t h e  j a i l ,  probably vol-  
u n t a r i l y  t o  safeguard t h e  ja i ler  from being executed 
f o r  t h e i r  absence.  I n  t h e  meantime t h e  r u l e r s  have de- 
c ided  t o  release them anyway (v. 35,36) , but  Paul  
t e l l s  t h e i r  messenger, "They have bea ten  u s  openly un- 
condemned, being Romans, and have cast us  i n t o  pr i son;  
and now do they  t h r u s t  u s  o u t  p r i v i l y ?  nay v e r i l y :  bu t  
l e t  them come themselves and f e t c h  us out" (v. 37) .  
Roman c i t i z e n s  are1 not  t o  be  scourged according, t o  a 
l a w  enac ted  in  300 B.C. Learning t h a t  they have bea t -  
en Roman c i t i z e n s  when imprisoning them t h e  n igh t  be- 

Pau l  and S i l a s  r e t u r n  
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f o r e  p u t s  f e a r  i n t o  t h e s e  P h i l i p p i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Why 
Paul  d i d n ' t  t e l l  them t h i s  earlier and save themselves  
such mistreatment as he d id  later (Acts 22:22-29) we 
are n o t  t o l d .  The a u t h o r i t i e s  are g lad  t o  see them de- 
p a r t  from t h e i r  c i t y ,  bu t  be fo re  l eav ing  t h e  c i t y  they  
r e p o r t  back t o  Lydia and t e l l  those  a t  h e r  house how 
they are r e l e a s e d  and are proceeding t o  o t h e r  p l a c e s  
t o  preach. 

This  r e p o r t  of Lydia ' s  conversion i s  t h e  on ly  re- 
ference  t o  h e r  i n  t h e  New Testament, and though t h e  
account of he r  i s  s h o r t  i t  does i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s h e  pos- 

Before bidding h e r  goodbye l e t  us  observe t h a t  
h e r s  is one of fou r  cases of household conversion e i -  
t h e r  n a r r a t e d  o r  mentioned i n  t h e  New Testament: Cor- 
n e l i u s  (Acts 10:44,48),  Lydia (Acts 16:14,15) ,  t h e  
ja i ler  (Acts 16:33) ,  and Stephanas (I Cor. 1 : 1 6 ) ,  
Those who b e l i e v e  i n  i n f a n t  bapt ism sometimes u s e  
these  household baptisms as proof of i n f a n t  bapt ism i n  
t h e  Bib le .  But many households do no t  have i n f a n t s  i n  

1 them--actually more households don ' t  t han  do. No men- 
\ t i o n  of  i n f a n t s  i s  found i n  any of  t h e  above accounts .  

Furthermore t h e  New Testament con ta ins  informat ion  on 
most i f  no t  a l l  of t h e s e  cases t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t hey  

I do no t  con ta in  i n f a n t s .  A l l  i n  Corne l iu s ' s  house heard  
t h e  Word and spoke , in  tongues (Acts 10:44-47). Those 
i n  Lydia's house are comforted when Paul  and S i l a s  g e t  
ou t  of j a i l  (Acts 16:40).  A l l  i n  t h e  j a i le r ' s  house 
turned t o  b e l i e f  i n  God (Acts 16:34) .  Those of Stepha- 
nas's house were consecrated t o  min i s t e r ing  t o  t h e  
s a i n c s  (I Cor. 16:15).  

[i 
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- I  sesses many g r e a t  q u a l i t i e s .  

[1 QUESTIONS: 1. A t  what seaport i n  Ewope do they 
Zand? 2. They go inland t o  what ch ie f  c i t y?  3. What 
indicat5on i s  there tha t  t h i s  c i t y  has very few Jews 
i n  it? 4 .  Where does Paul go t o  speak? 5. From w h a t  

U 



156 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 1 7 : 2 - 3  

c i ty  i s  Lydia? 
7.  who are converted on t h i s  day? 8, With wha$ zgqrde 
does Lydia urge the preachers t o  stay where she 2s 
l iving? 9 .  What does the demon-possessed g i rZ  say of 
the  preachers? 10. f i a t  does PauZ do that  gets him 
and Barnabas beaten and ja i led?  11. Wha-t- do they do 
while i n  the j a i l ?  22. W?ut special diz-lne ac% does 
God perfcrm? 
se l f?  13. What  keeps him from doing it? IC. What 
does he ask the  preachers? 15. What i s  the ir  answer? 
16. Where do they teach him and h i s  household? 
what how, are they baptized? 17.  What do they do be- 
fore returning t o  the j a i l ?  1 8 .  What f a c t  does PauZ 
reveal in the morning that puts  fear  in to  the authori- 
t i e s ?  19.  Where do the preachers go before ZsavCng 
town? 20. HOW do the caseg of household [conversion 
mentioned i n  the New Testament not support in fant  bup- 
tism? 

6 .  What uas the  S O U T C ~  of "puxple"? 

13. Why i s  the j a i l e r  abou-t t o  k i l Z  him- 

16. In 

G. On t o  ThessaZonica 
(Study Acts 1 7  : 1-10) 

Locate  Amphipolis, Apollonia ,  and Thessalonica on 
t h e  map, and you w i l l  see t h e  movements of the  evange- 
l i s t i c  p a r t y  a f t e r  leav ing  P h i l i p p i .  Thessalonica,  h i s  
next s t o p ,  remains a g r e a t  c i t y  t o  t h i s  day. Pau l  
f i n d s  i t  a c i t y  wi th  numerous J e w s ,  and according t o  
h i s  custom a l r eady  not iced  he goes t o  t h e  synagogue on 
t h e  Jewish sabbath  t o  speak t o  them i f  the opportuni ty  
i s  a v a i l a b l e .  H e  does t h i s  f o r  t h r e e  sabbaths  u n t i l  
t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  causes him t o  leave t h e i r  c i t y  (v. 2) .  
We no te  t h a t  h e  "reasoned" wi th  them "out of t h e  
Sc r ip tu res"  (v. 2) .  These "Scriptures"  are t h e  Old 
Testament ( the  Word of God), and h i s  synagogue-method 
i s  t o  "reason" with- them (a method s t i l l  very u s e f u l  
i n  p re sen t ing  the t r u t h  f o r  peop le ' s  honest  considera- 

What is  meant by "opening and a l leg ing"  i n  v. 31 
t i o n )  , 
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Since he reasons  wi th  them "out of  t he  S c r i p t u r e s " ,  
obvibusly he  opens t h e i r  copy of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  A t  
t he  same t i m e  "open" i s  the  same Greek word used by 
Luke i n  Luke 24:45 ("Then opened he t h e i r  minds" so 
they might understand t h e  S c r i p t u r e s )  . "Exposi tor  ' s  
Greek New Testament" says ,  "Making p l a i n  t o  t h e  under- 
s tanding t h e  meaning of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  '' "Alleging" 
means " t o  set for th" ,  and from t h e  Old Testament Pau l  
i s  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  the Messiah w a s  t o  
s u f f e r  and be r e s u r r e c t e d  and then t h e  f a c t  t h a t  J e s u s  
whom he is preaching i s  indeed t h e  Messiah (v .  3) e 

The Jewish concept of the Messiah was t h a t  H e  
would be a r e ign ing  monarch, One who would r u l e  and be  
triumphant--not One who would be  k i l l e d  by H i s  ene- 
mies. This  shows up i n  John 12:34. It a l s o  e x p l a i n s  
P a u l ' s  s ta tement  i n  I Cor. 1:23 t h a t  a c r u c i f i e d  
C h r i s t ,  when preached t o  Jews, was a stumblingblock to 
t h e i r  acceptance of Jesus .  We are not t o l d  what a rgu-  
ments he uses  t o  prove each p o i n t ,  b u t  he  probably  
uses  Psa. 22:l-18 and Isa. 53:l-12 t o  show that t h e  
words i n  Psa.  22:l are t h e  ve ry  words J e s u s  spoke when 
dying, t h a t  t h e  scorn  and reproach i n  Psa .  22:6,7 w e l l  
describe, what happened t o  J e s u s  on t h e  c r o s s ,  t h a t  
Psa, 22:18 uses t h e  very words J e s u s '  enemies h o l -  
l e r e d  ou t  a t  t h e  c ros s ,  t h a t  Psa.  22: 14,15 d e s c r i b e  
His s u f f e r i n g s ,  t h a t  H i s  hands and f e e t  were p i e  
according t o  Psa. 22:16, and t h a t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  cast 
l o t s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  p i eces  of His c l o t h i n g  j u s t  as 
Psa.  22:18 pred ic t ed .  It is easy  f o r  P a u l  t o  show t h a t  
t h e  r e j e c t i o n  and s u f f e r i n g s  brought  on J e s u s  were 
thoroughly p red ic t ed  i n  Isa. 53. P a u l  also shows from 
t h e  Old Tq tamen t  t h a t  t h e  Messiah w a s  t o  r ise from 
t h e  dead. The fol lowing g r e a t  p r e d i c t i o n  i s  found 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  midst  of Isa, 53: "When thou  s h a l t  make 
his soul- an o f f e r i n g  f o r  sin...he s h a l l  p ro long  h i s  
days, and t h e  p l e a s u r e  of t h e  Lord w i l l  p rospe r  i n  h i s  
hands" (v. 10). It is  a p r e d i c t i o n  of C h r i s t ' s  resur- 
r e c t i o n ,  and t h a t  God's program ( C h r i s t i a n i t y )  w i l l  b e  
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i n  C h r i s t ' s  hands fol lowing t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  and 1 0  
w i l l  p rosper .  From the  above i t  i s  n o t  hard for Paul  
t o  o f f e r  a good case f o r  J e sus  being t h e  Messiah, 

P a u l ' s  p re sen ta t ion  i s  used by the Holy S p i r i t  t o  
persuade "some" of t h e  Jews and "many devout Greeks'' 
i nc lud ing  numerous "prominent women" (v. 4 ) .  But what 
about those  who don ' t  be l i eve?  They are "moved with 
envy" and u t i l i z e  " c e r t a i n  lewd fe l lows  of t h e  baser  
s o r t "  (wor th less  i d l e r s  who hang around the  market- 
p l ace )  t o  stir up the  whole c i t y  so t h a t  a crowd de- 
scends on the house of P a u l ' s  host  Jason i n  order  t o  
l a y  hold  on t h e  preachers  (v. 5 ) .  But P a u l  and those  
w i t h  him are usua l ly  a s t e p  ahead of impending danger.  
This  probably accounts f o r  t h e i r  n o t  being found a t  
J a s o n ' s  house now. The enemies are wra thfu l  enough 
t h a t  t hey  take Jason i n t o  custody, charging him with 
r e c e i v i n g  men who have "turned t h e  world upside d m "  
w i t h  t h e i r  preaching another  k ing  ( Jesus)  'besides Cae- 
sar (v. 6,7). Note two th ings :  (1) They are preaching 
t h a t  J e s u s  i s  k ing ,  one of several B i b l i c a l  ind ica-  
t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  kingdom is  a l r eady  i n  existence. How- 
ever, H e  i s  no t  t h e  same kind of k ing  as Caesar (John 
18:36).  (2) Their preaching i s  tu rn ing  the  world up- 
s i d e  down, i n d i c a t i v e  of g r e a t  changes brought about 
by t h e i r  preaching i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l aces .  Since Thessa- 
l o n i c a  i s  one of t h e  f i r s t  p l aces  i n  Macedonia where 
they  have preached, what they have done through 
preaching  elsewhere has spread t o  Thessalonica and a l l  
around. Jonah ' s  preaching a f f e c t e d  Nineveh (Jon. 3: 
1-10>, John t h e  B a p t i s t ' s  a f f e c t e d  Judea (Matt. 3:1,2, 
5,6), P h i l i p ' s  a f f e c t e d  Samaria (Acts 8:5-8,12), etc. 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  has a message. It i s  a preaching reli- 
gion.  We need t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  God h a s  not  changed H i s  
p l a n  f o r  s av ing  the  world bu t  w i l l  s t i l l  b l e s s  that. 
p reaching  wi th  r e s u l t s  (Matt, 28:20) .' 

Because t h e  charges brought a g a i n s t  Jason stir up 
t h e  rulers and people  (v. 81, he  w i l l  f ace  t r i a l .  It 
i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h a t  even back then a person 
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could pos t  bond and be  f r e e  u n t i l  t h e  time of h i s  tri- 
a1 ( v ,  9 ) .  How bad Paul  and company f e e l  as they learn 
of t h e  hardship  they have brought on t h e i r  h o s t .  Since 

we are l e f t  
t o  ou r  own wondering. 

may n o t  know where Pau l  and 
p a r t y  are,  bu t  t h e  b re th ren  do, f o r  they send Pau l  and 
Silas away f o r  t h e i r  own s a f e t y ,  t a k i n g  advantage of 
t h e  darkness  of n i g h t  t o  smuggle them o u t  (v. lo), 

This  i s  the  beginning of t h e  church a t  Thessalo-  
n i c a .  L a t e r  Paul  w i l l  write two ep is t les  t o  t h i s  
church. Actua l ly  t h e r e  i s  more i n  t h e  f i r s t  chap te r  of 
I Thess.  about t h e i r  s t o p  h e r e  i n  Thessa lonica  than  i n  
Acts  i t s e l f .  It w i l l  add t o  your a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  t h e i r  
e n t e r i n g  Thessa lonica  i f  you r ead  I Thess. 2:l-14,19, 
20 ,  To s tudy 1 Thess. 1:5-10 w i l l  reveal several addi -  
t i o n a l  b i t s  of information.  The Thessalonian church 
has  so assumed its e v a n g e l i s t i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  
sounds f o r t h  the  Word of the  Lord both  i n  i t s  d i s t r i c t  
of Macedonia and a l s o  i n  Achaia t o  its south ,  and 
t h e i r  t u rn ing  from i d o l a t r y  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  so  s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  t h a t  wherever Paul  goes he  f i n d s  people  al- 
ready knowing about i t .  

o 
Acts  does not  t e l l  us how Jason came\ o u t ,  

The c i t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  

QUESTIONS: 1, W;rzat next great city do they stop i n  
fo r  Zabor? 2 .  Miat is Paul's custom where there are 
Jews? 3. What i s  meant by 'toperzing" and ItaZleging"? ' 4 .  Maat f a t s e  concept of the Messiah do the Je~lls hold? 
5, What are some OZd Testament verses PuuZ may be us- 
ing t o  connect the suf fer ings of Jesus with their pro- 
phecies? 6, In whose how is PauZ a guest? 7 .  hrhen 
'-bhe mob cannot f i n d  PauZ anywhere, what do they do wi th  

ca? 8 ,  What e7upters i n  I Thess.  give uB additGona2 
i n f o m a t i o n  on the i r  s tay i n  T'hessaZonica? 

host? 8 .  fieri do the  preaoherk Leave TThessaZoni- 

c 

U 
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8. In Bema 

(Study Acts 1 7  : 10-14) 

Berea i s  southwest of P h i l i p p i  (note  map). The 
C h r i s t i a n  workers '  mistreatment  does not  s top  this 
zealous group. They understand t h a t  Chr i s t i ans  are 
s o l d i e r s  of C h r i s t ,  and they are endurjnp, hardness  as 
good s o l d i e r s  (I1 T i m .  2:3), The work of Chr i s t  is 
f u r t h e r e d  by those  who understand t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
involves  renouncing s e l f ,  t ak ing  up the  cross d a i l y ,  
and fo l lowing  J e s u s  (Luke 9:23), 

S ince  they  again begin t h e i r  work i n  t h e  Jewish 
synagogue, they are not  denying Jews i n  Berea t h e  gos- 
p e l  on the  b a s i s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  Thessalonian Jews Iperse- 
cuted them. And they are rewarded, f o r  the  Jews i n  Be- 
rea are "more noble  than those  i n  Thessalonica,"  f o r  
"they searched t h e  s c r i p t u r e s -  d a i l y f r  t o  see i f  t h e  
t h i n g s  Pau l  i s  preaching are t r u e  (v. 11). I n  view of 
what we  have read  i n  I Thess. 1 , 2  about the  success  of 
t h e  gospe l  i n  Thessalonica,  t h i s  v e r s e  has  t o  i n d i c a t e  
an  even g r e a t e r  tu rn ing  t o  Chr i s t  i n  Barea. The f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  Bereans search  t h e i r  Sc r ip tu res  shows they 
are n o t  p re jud iced  (unwi l l ing  t o  be l i eve  a f t e r  f a c t s ) .  
That they do so before  b e l i e v i n g  shows a t  the  s&me 
t i m e  they  are n o t  g u l l i b l e  (wi l l i ng  t o  swallow any- 
t h i n g ) .  Few people  indeed are not  g u i l t y  of e i t h e r  
p r e j u d i c e  o r  g u l l i b i l i t y .  V. 12  aga in  demonstrates t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between honest  hear ing  and f a i t h  (compare 
Rom. 10:14,17; John 20:31; Acts 14 :1 )a  Luke mentions 
i n  v. 12  f i r s t  t h e  Jews who be l i eve  and Ithen the  hon- 
o r a b l e  women and men who are Greeks. Such successes  
wi th  t h e  gospe l  s u s t a i n  t h e  preachers  i n  t h e i r  perse- 
c u t i o n s  e 

When Paul  later mites of t h e  "churches of Mace- 
donia" (I1 Cor. 8 : l ) $  p r a i s e d  i n  I1 Cor. 8,9 f o r  t h e i r  
gene ros i ty ,  Berea, Thessalonica,  and P h i l i p p i  were a- 
mong those  Macedonian congregat ions.  

Amid t h e  success  a t  Berea Paul  and pa r ty  must a- 
g a i n  experfience persecut ion .  When word reaches t h e  m- 
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b e l i e v i n g  Jews a t  Thessalonica,  they  come t o  Berea t o  
st ir  up the  people  a g a i n s t  them (v. 13). The Berean 
b r e t h r e n  do n o t  underest imate  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  danger t o  
Paul  but  send him away by s e a  without  de lay  (v. 14). 
The f a c t  t h a t  S i las  and Timothy can remain a t  Rerea 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Paul  i s  t h e i r  mai.n t a r g e t ,  

QUESTIONS: 1 ,  Why does mistreatment not stop Paul? 1 2 .  What about the Jews o f  Berea i n  comparison t o  those 
of Thessalonica? 3. Why do they search the Scriptures? 
4 .  How does t h i s  prove they are nok prejudiced? 1 5. How does t h i s  .prove they are not  gu l l ib le?  6. h%o 
come and s t i r  up the people against the preachers? 
7 .  Who leaves ThessaZonica and who stay? 7 

J 

J 
I .  A t  Athens 

(Study Acts 1 7 : 1 5 - 3 4 )  

Since  P a u l ' s  method i s  t o  go t o  t h e  g r e a t  c i t i e s ,  
we can see why he comes t o  Athens, one of t h e  g r e a t  
c i t i es  of h i s  times. It was a g r e a t  c i t y  even b e f o r e  
t h e r e  was a country of Greece when t h e r e  were o n l y  
c i t y - s t a t e s  l i k e  Athens, Sparta ,  e tc .  It i s  t o  t h i s  
Greek c i t y ,  c e n t e r  of philosophy and a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
t h a t  P a u l  has  h a s t i l y  come. Prom v. 15 i t  i s  obvious 
he  has  been e s c o r t e d  and accompanied h e r e  by b r e t h r e n  
from Berea. A s  they depar t  f o r  home, Paul  sends a mes- 

!1,age by them t o  S i las  and Timothy t o  j o i n  him i n  Ath- 
ens  wi th  a l l  h a s t e  (v.  1 5 ) .  No mention i s  made i n  t h i s  
chapter  whether they do o r  d o n ' t  j o i n  him b e f o r e  h i s  
l e a v i n g  Athens. The f i r s t  verse of t h e  next  c h a p t e r  
(18:l) gives  us  our information.  From i t  we l e a r n  t h a t  
Silas and Timothy j o i n  Paul a t  h i s  n e x t  p l a c e  of l a b o r  
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(Corinth)  . They come from Macedonia (18:5) where 
Berea i s  loca ted .  It  t a k e s  information by P a u l  himself 
i n  h i s  f i r s t  le t ter  t o  t h e  Thessalonians t o  be f i l l e d  
i n  on what has  happened, According t o  I Thess. 3:1-5 
Timothy j o i n s  Paul  a t  Athens, but P a u l ' s  g r e a t  concern 
f o r  t h e  extreme persecut ions  being brought on t h e  
Thessalonian church causes him t o  senci Timothy to 
Thessa lonica  while  he remains alone a t  Athens. 

Now back t o  our  cons idera t ion  of P a u l ' s  work i n  
Athens. I f  he  has  intended t o  wai t  f o r  S i l a s  and Timo- 
thy  t o  arrive before  beginning t o  invade Athens wi th  
t h e  gospel ,  he doesn ' t  cont inue to  w a i t .  H e  cannot 
w a i t ,  f o r  h i s  s p i r i t  i s  s t i r r e d  deeply as he ,  a Jewish 
C h r i s t i a n ,  beholds t h e  abundance of i d o l a t r y  on every 
hand i n  t h i s  famous Greek c i t y  (v. 1 6 ) .  H e  cannot con- 
t a i n  himself b u t  begins  by d isput ing  wi th  t h e  Jews i n  
t h e  synagogue on t h e  sabbath and i n  the  marketplace 
d a i l y  wi th  people t h e r e .  

a preacher  who works only one day a 
week. The Lord ' s  work i s  an every day matter wi th  him. 
Nor does h e  l i m i t  himself t o  t h e  publ ic  service of t h e  
J e w s  bu t  goes t o  t h e  marketplace d a i l y  (compare Acts 
20:20). H i s  approach i n  Athens i s  one of "disput ing".  
J u s t  t o  be a n i c e  person o r  t o  v i s i t  among t h e  Atheni- 
ans  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t ,  The "reasoning" he d i d  i n  
Thessalonica (Acts  17:2) must have given way t o  "dis-  
put ing" as t h e  gospel  runs head-on wi th  deep-rooted 
e r r o r .  The "Epicureans" and "Stoicks" who encounter  
him are opposing Greek phi losophlca l  groups who both 
f i n d  themselves i n  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  gospel  j u s t  as 
t h e  P h a r i s e e s  and Sadducees who opposed each o t h e r  
t h e o l o g i c a l l y  (see 4 c t s  23:8) found a common enemy i n  
J e s u s  (Matt. 16:1,6), The S t o i c s  b e l i e v e  i n  suppress- 
i n g  a l l  emotion (both sorrow and joy )  while  t h e  Epi- 
cureans believe i n  " l i v i n g  i t  up", doing whatever 
g i v e s  them p l e a s u r e .  Their  b a s i s  f o r  mutual oppos i t ion  
t o  Paul  i s  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  l i f e  a f t e r  dea th ,  which they  
both  deny. 

Paul  i s  n o t  
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Some c a l l  Paul  a "babbler". V i n e ' s  Greek d i c t i o n -  
a r y  says  t h e  word t r a n s l a t e d  "babbler" s i g n i f i e s  a 
b i r d  picking up seeds ,  and t h a t  metaphor ica l ly  i t  h a s  
come t o  be used of  a man who p i c k s  up s c r a p s  of i n f o r -  
mation h e r e  and t h e r e  and  p a s s e s  them o f f  as h i s  own, 
Such a name h a r d l y  f i t s  t h e  a p o s t l e  Paul  who i s  f a r  
from a c o l l e c t o r  of r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s  which he  peddles  
t o  whoever w i l l  l i s t e n .  It shows they  e i t h e r  d o n ' t  un- 
ders tand  Paul  as y e t ,  o r  they i n t e n d  merely t o  smear 
h i s  name and d i s c r e d i t  h i s  preaching.  

Others  are saying Paul  i s  a setter f o r t h  of  
" s t r a n g e  gods" upon which McGarvey remarks as fo l lows:  
"The prevalence he  gave t o  t h e  name of J e s u s ,  a man 
who' had died and r i s e n  aga in ,  suggested t h e  i d e a  of  
demon-worship, because t h e  demons worshiped by t h e  
Greeks were dead men d e i f i e d . "  The Greek f o r  "s t range" 
r e a l l y  means "foreign" and h a s  t o  do w i t h  t h e  " for -  
e ign" i d e a s  being taught  by Paul .  S ince  Athens i s  a 
c e n t e r  f o r  new i d e a s ,  people from many areas come h e r e  
t o  t e l l  o r  t o  hear  such. It  i s  t h i s  f a c t  t h a t  g i v e s  
Paul  his oppor tuni ty  t o  be heard on Mars H i l l ,  a h i l l  
above t h e  n o i s e  of the marketplace t o  i t s  n o r t h .  Mars 
I-I i l l  i s  s o  c a l l e d  "because a temple of Mars once s tood  
on i t s  summit" (McGarvey) . The name "Aeropagus" means 
"Area's H i l l " .  The god "Area" w a s  c a l l e d  "Mars" by the 
Romans. This smooth, white,  treeless, g r a n i t e  h i l l  i s  
n o t i c e a b l y  dwarfed by t h e  s i z a b l e  and famous temple- 
studded "acropol is"  h i l l  from which i t  i s  separa ted  by 
only  a small  depression.  

To begin with,  the i s s u e  wi th  t h e  Athenians is 
n o t  "Jesus is t h e  Son of God" b u t  who "God" i s .  P a u l  
has  not iced  an a l ta r  i n  Athens i n s c r i b e d  t o  "The Un- 
known God". It seems t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  s i n c e  Athens 
worshiped so many d i f f e r e n t  gods, they  r e a l i z e  t h e r e  
may be  a d d i t i o n a l  and t o  be 
on t h e  s a f e  s i d e  they have e r e c t e d  t h i s  a l ta r  so any 
add i t io ,na l  god may th ink  he i s  be ing  worshiped by 
those  who bow b e f o r e  i t .  Paul  f i n d s  t h i s  a n  i d e a l  be- 

gods whom they know n o t ,  



164 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 17:23-26 

ginning p l a c e ,  t e l l i n g  them i t  i s  t h i s  "Unknown God" 
t h a t  he  w i l l  t e l l  them about (v.  2 3 ) .  

H e  f i r s t  a f f i r m s  t h a t  t he  God whom he i s  preach- 
i n g  "made t h e  world and a11 th ings  there in* '  and i s  
t h e r e f o r e  "Lord of heaven and ear th ' '  and as such can- 
no t  be contafned i n  " temples  made with hands" (v.  2 4 )  
(compare Acts 7 : 4 7 - 5 0 ) .  On "ne i the r  i s  worshipped with 
men's hands, ' '  Boles observes ,  "The heathen c lo thed  
t h e i r  gods wi th  c o s t l y  garments, ove r l a id  them wi th  
s i l v e r  and gold ,  c a r r i e d  them i n  s ta te ,  i n s t a l l e d  them 
a t  banquets ,  and brought them c o s t l y  o f f e r i n g s  of food 
and d r ink , "  which seems t o  be borne out  by Luke's 
s t a t emen t ,  "As though he needeth anything" (v .  2 5 ) .  
Quite  t h e  con t r a ry  Paul  says God g ives  t o  a l l  of us 
" l i f e ,  and b r e a t h ,  and a l l  things"  (v. 2 5 )  

This  one God "hath made of one blood a l l  n a t i o n s  
of men f o r  t o  dwell  on a l l  t h e  face of t he  ea r th"  (v. 
2 6 ) ,  This  is  con t r a ry  t o  Greek th inking  who th ink  
themselves t o  be "a super r ace  i n  o r i g i n ,  cha rac t e r  
and des t iny ' '  (Boles) .  I n  confirmation of P a u l ' s  teach- 
ing  t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  of where people  l i v e ,  what lan-  
guage they speak,  o r  what t h e i r  skin-color may be,  
they can c r o s s  and reproduce--they a l l  descend from 
t h e  same p a r e n t s  (Adam and Eve)--they are a l l  of "one 
blood". The oppos i t e  i s  t r u e  of man 'and animals--they 
cannot c r o s s  and reproduce, f o r  they are no t  of t h e  
same blood. 

When Pau l  speaks of God's having "determined" f o r  
t h e  n a t i o n s  " t h e  t imes before  appointed, and the  
bounds of t h e i r  hab i t a t ion"  (v.  26) ,  it  appears he i s  
saying  t h e  same th ing  Daniel  s a i d  i n  the  fol lowing 
passages:  "Blessed be the  name of God f o r  ever and ev- 
er: f o r  wisdom and might are h i s :  and he changeth t h e  
t i m e s  and t h e  seasons ;  he removeth k ings ,  and s e t t e t h  
up kings" (Dan. 2:21);  "The most High r u l e t h  i n  t h e  
kingdom of men, and g ive th  i t  t o  whomsoever he w i l l "  
(Dan. 4 : 2 5 ) .  It i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us  f i n i t e  beings t o  
comprehend a t  a l l  times what p a r t  God has  i n  the  p o l i -  
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t i c a l  a f f a i r s  of t h e  world, b u t  according t o  t h e s e  
passages of S c r i p t u r e ,  both Old Testament and New, w e  
must conclude t h a t  some of t h e  changes brought about  
have H i s  hand i n  them. When Danie l  so v i v i d l y  f o r e t o l d  
tbe f a l l  of Babylon, the r i s e  of Medo-Persia, the 'ov- 
erthrow of P e r s i a  by Alexander t h e  Great, and the u l -  
t imate  coming of t h e  Roman Empire, i t  i s  a d m i t t e d l y  
easier f o r  us  t o  comprehend Ills g r e a t  hand i n  t h o s e  
t r a n s p i r i n g s  than  i t  i s  i n  our  p r e s e n t  war- torn world.  
But le t  us  n o t  l i m i t  God t o  our grasp  of the s i t u a -  
t i o n .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand when Job speaks of man's l i f e  
on e a r t h ,  he says ,  !'Seeing his days are determined,  
t h e  number of h i s  months are w i t h  t h e e ,  
pointed h i s  bounds that  he cannot pass"  (Job 1 4 : 5 ) ,  
and i t  almost sounds l i k e  P a u l  h a s  human-life i n  mind 
i n  v. 26 r a t h e r  than n a t i o n s .  Both c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  are 

thou h a s  ap- 

t r u e .  Commentators g e n e r a l l y  cons ider  P a u l  t o  b e  ta lk-  
i n g  about "nat ions"  r a t h e r  tha t  "mankind". 

Because God i s  t h e  Crea tor  and the Lord,  men 
should seek H i m  (v, 27)f  God does reward t h o s e  who 
d i l i g e n t l y  seek H i m  (Heb. 11:6). The purpose o f  seek- 
i n g  God i s  t o  "find" H i m .  Through t h e  Athenians '  i d o l -  
a t r y  they have been f e e l i n g  f o r  God much l i k e  b l i n d  
men f e e l i n g  around f o r  t h a t  which they are s e e k i n g .  
For all man's f u t i l e  seeking God i s  r e a l l y  n o t  f a r  
from each of u s  (v .  2 7 ) ,  f o r  i t  i s  " i n  him we l i v e ,  
and move, and have our  being" (v .  28) .  How much c l o s e r  
can God be? Yet even i n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  Athens " t h e  
world by wisdom knew n o t  God" (I Cor. 1 : 2 1 ) .  The c l o s e  
connection between God and H i s  c r e a t i o n  set f o r t h  i n  
P a u l ' s  message i s  t h e i r  own 
poets  (Aratus w r i t i n g  i n  270 B . C . )  who wrote ,  "We are 
a l s o  h i s  of fspr ing"  (v. 28).  Paul  r e a s o n s  i f  w e  are 
t h e  o f f s p r i n g  of  God, by man o u t  
of  gold o r  s i lver  o r  s t o n e ,  we should n o t  t h i n k  God is 
any of t h e  i d o l s  they are worshiping (v. 2 9 ) .  

A s  Paul  s t a n d s  on Mars H i l l  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Acro- 
p o l i s  wi th  i t s  many marble temples and e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  

a l s o  borne o u t  by one of 

and w e  are n o t  made 
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b e a u t i f u l  Parthenon and 40-foot-tall. golden s t a t u e  of 
Athena, goddess of wisdom, he  speaks of a l l  i d o l a t r y  
as ' 'ignorance'' (v. 30) and s a y s ,  "The times of t h i s  
ignorance God winked at" ("overlooked"--ASV) . Reiter- 
a t i n g  what h e  preached i n  Lys t ra ,  "Who i n  t i m e s  p a s t  
s u f f e r e d  a l l  n a t i o n s  t o  walk i n  t h e i r  own ways" (14: 
1 6 ) .  But i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  now, f o r  i n  New Testament 
times H e  i s  d e a l i n g  with a l l  n a t i o n s  (Matt. 28:19), 
and H e  "commandeth a l l  men every where t o  repent" (v. 
30). The urgency of repentance i s  based on t h e  fac t  
t h a t  God h a s  "appointed a day, i n  t h e  which he w i l l  
judge the world i n  r ighteousness ,"  and h e r e  Paul  makes 
h i s  f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  J e s u s  i n  t h i s  message even 
though he  does n o t  mention H i m  by name when he s a y s  
God w i l l  judge  t h e  world "by t h a t  man whom he h a t h  o r -  
dained (see John 5:22; Rom. 2:16; Acts 10:40-42; I1 
T i m .  4 : l ) ;  whereof he h a t h  given assurance unto a l l  
men, i n  t h a t  h e  h a t h  r a i s e d  him from t h e  dead" (v. 
31). 

a t t e n t i v e  audience through a11 
P a u l  h a s  s a i d  u n t i l  he now speaks of a r e s u r r e c t i o n .  
T h i s  i s  a sore-spot  with both t h e  Epicureans and Sto- 
i cs .  Mention of  the s u b j e c t  causes them t o  mock (v .  
32 ) .  They l i k e l y  g e t  t h a t  opportuni ty ,  f o r  as we have 
Seen from I Thess. 3 : 1 , 2  Paul  remains h e r e  a t  Athens 
longer  t h a n  we had only t h e  i n -  
formation i n  Acts. 

A s  "Paul departed from among them'' (v. 33) ,  it  i s  
t h e  same that  h e  w i l l  do i n  Corinth when some w i l l  re- 
j ec t  t h e  message t h e r e  (18:6,7). Yet some do be- 
l ieve,  two being mentioned by name: "Dionysius t h e  
Areopagite" (one of t h e  judges on Mars H i l l )  "and a 
woman named Damaris" (v. 34). 

They have been an 

would conclude i f  we 

QUESTIONS: 1.  who escort PauZ t o  Athens? 2 .  I s  
athens a reZative new o r  an ancient c i ty?  
does PauZ desire t o  come t o  him? 

3. Fkom 
4 .  When Timothy comes 
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t o  Athens, why does he not stay with Paul? 
causes Paul's spirit  t o  be s t irred? 6 .  Jn what 2 plaoes 
does PauZ dispute hem? 
picureans d i f f e r ?  8 ,  f i a t  doetrine causes both of them 
t o  oppose Paul? 9 .  Why does "babbler11 not fit Paul? 
20 ,  What is the relationship between the words ?'Are- 
apngustl an$ ttMaxs H i l  2 !!? 11 + f i a k  more famous and 
much Zayger h i l l  is very c lose  t o  Mars H i l l ?  1 2 .  To 
what Athenian a l ta r  does Paul make mention? 13 ,  what 
does he say about God and t h e i r  temples? 14.  How can 
we confirm Paul's statement t ha t  God has made of one 
blood a l l .  peopZe who are on e w t h ?  15, H a t  does Paul 
ca lz  16. h%at does God command a t?  men 
everywhere t o  do now? 17. What day has God appointed? 
1 8 .  who w i l l  be the judge? 1 8 .  How do the hearers re-  
act  when Paul speaks of the reswrec t ion?  19. m a t  2 
bel ievers  axe mentioned by name? 

5 .  what 

7 .  How do the S to ics  and E- 

J . Corinth 
(Study Acts 18:l-18) 

Having given Athens ample oppor tuni ty  t o  respond 
t o  the\ gospel ,  Paul  now makes h i s  way f o r t y  miles a- 
c r o s s  t h e  Cor in th ian  Isthmus between t h e  I o n i a n  and 
t h e  A d r i a t i c  Seas t o  t h e  g r e a t  commercial c i t y  Cor in th  
(v. 1). Both of t h e s e  g r e a t  c i t i e s  i n  Achaia (southern 
h a l f  o f  Greece) must hear  t h e  gospel .  His exper ience  
a t  Athens and t h e  wicked r e p u t a t i o n  of Cor in th  have 
made him f e a r f u l  as he l a te r  n a r r a t e s  i n  I Cor. 2:l-3: 
"I, bre thren ,  when I came t o  you, came n o t  w i t h  excel- 
lency  of speech o r  of wisdom, d e c l a r i n g  unto  you t h e  
testimony of God. For I determined n o t  t o  know any 
t h i n g  among you, save J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  and him c r u c i f i e d ,  
And I w a s  wi th  you i n  weakness, and i n  f e a r ,  and i n  
much trembling.' '  But God was w i t h  him, f o r  h e  went on 
t o  relate,  "And my speech and my preaching w a s  n o t  
wi th  enti.cing words of man's wisdom, but  i n  demonstra- 
t i o n  of t h e  S p i r i t  and of power'' ( I  Cor. 2 : 4 )  
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V .  2 i n t r o d u c e s  us t o  a Jewish couple (Aquila and 
P r i s c i l l a ) .  H e  w a s  born i n  "Pontus" ( a  province i n  t h e  
upper p a r t  of Asia Minor) bu t  had gone t o  Rome from 
which he  and h i s  wife ,  a long w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  Jews, have 
been d r i v e n  o u t  by t h e  emperor (Claudius Caesar). I n  
C o r i n t h  they  are making t e n t s .  Paul  r e s i d e s  w i t h  them. 

We r e a d  of P a u l ' s  working occupat ional ly  i n  sev- 
eral p l a c e s  (Acts 20:34; I Tbess .  * 2 : 9 ) .  V.  3 t e l l s  us  
what h e  d i d  when he worked occupat ional ly:  he made 
t e n t s .  From your a u t h o r ' s  work, "Simple, St imulat ing 
S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  ! L i f e  of Paul": "The r u l e  among Jews was 
t h a t  every boy, r e g a r d l e s s  of what profess ion  he might 
f o l l o w  i n  l i f e ,  should be taught  a t r a d e  as a r e s o r t  
i n  t i m e  of t rouble .  Saul  had been t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  most 
common t r a d e  i n  Tarsus,  t h a t  of making t e n t s  (Acts 18: 
3 ) .  L i t t l e  d i d  h e  o r  h i s  p a r e n t s  r e a l i z e  t h e  g r e a t  im-  
por tance  t h a t  t h i s  t r a d e  w a s  t o  mean t o  him i n  l a t e r  
l i f e  when a t  t i m e s  i t  became necessary f o r  him t o  make 
t e n t s  as a l i v e l i h o o d  because f i n a n c i a l  support  w a s  
l a c k i n g .  ' I  

Sometimes congregations t h a t  can f u l l y  support  a 
preacher  w i l l  c i t e  P a u l ' s  working with h i s  hands i n  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  n o t  providing a l i v i n g  f o r  
t h o s e  preaching t o  them, but  they need ' to  read  Matt. 
10:9,10; I Cor. 9:l-14; Gal. 6 : 6 .  And sometimes 
preachers  who r e a l l y  d o n ' t  want t o  give churches t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  they can provide w i l l  c i t e  P a u l ' s  example 
of working as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  working occupa- 
t i o n a l l y .  But you should n o t i c e  Paul  d id  n o t  always 
work t o  provide h i s  own living--only i n  a few p laces  
and o f t e n  when h e  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  on a new f i e l d  u n t i l  
h e  could g e t  a church e s t a b l i s h e d  and underway. 

The q u e s t i o n  comes up whether Aquila and P r i s c i l -  
l a  are a l r e a d y  C h r i s t i a n s  when Paul  comes t o  Corinth.  
Your writer t h i n k s  no t .  Paul  a b i d e s  with them "because 
h e  was of t h e  same c r a f t "  (v. 3)--not because they are 
all C h r i s t i a n s .  We, t h e r e f o r e ,  c i t e  t h i s  as an example 
of  convert ing those  with whom one l i v e s  and a l s o  con- 
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ver t ing  those  with whom one works occupa t iona l ly .  Eve- 
r y  later r e fe rence  i n  the  Bib le  t o  t h i s  couple  shows 
them t o  be an  i d e a l  C h r i s t i a n  couple f u l l y  ded ica t ed  
t o  the  Lord ' s  work (Acts 1 8 : 2 4 - 2 6 ;  I Cor. 1 6 : 1 9 ;  Rom. 

The f i r s t  phase of P a u l ' s  e i g h t e e n  months i n  Cor- 
i n t h  (v. 11) f i n d s  him, as u s u a l ,  reasoning  every  sab- 

some-of t h e  Jews and Greeks. The nex t  phase i s  when 
S i l a s  and Timothy come from Macedonia (Silas from Be-  
rea and Timothy from Thessalonica)  and j o i n  him. T h e i r  

(jcoming g r e a t l y  encourages him i n  h i s  l a b o r  t o  b e  even 
more urgent  i n  h i s  dec la r ing  J e s u s  t o  be  t h e  Messiah 
(v. 5 ) .  H i s  more i n s i s t e n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n c i t e s  a more 
voca l  oppos i t ion  t o  h i s  message I('"They. . .blasphemed, " 
v.  6)--as Lt always does.  Whether w e  l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  
whether it i s  n a t u r a l  f o r  us o r  n o t ,  we must f a c e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  conf ron ta t ion  i s  indeed involved  i n  spread-  
ing  the  gospel .  We cannot preach t h e  gospe l  t o  eve ry  
c r e a t u r e  without  running i n t o  o p p o s i t i o n  from some 
people.  Nor can we hope t o  conver t  some people  wi thou t \  
c ross ing  swords with them. When P a u l  "reasons" i n  t h e  ' 

gen t l e ,  p a t i e n t  teaching  t h a t  works b e s t  w i t h  most 
people,  bu t  when he u rgen t ly  t e s t i f i e s  concerning Je- 

Jude 3 method of "ea rnes t ly  contending f o r  t h e  f a i t h "  
i n  an a t tempt  t o  reach  t h a t  e lement  t h a t  w i l l  never  
respond apart from gospel  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  

The element t h a t  resists P a u l ' s  message i s  s a i d  
to  oppose themselves (v .  6 ) .  The Greek c o n s t r u c t i o n  is  
middle voice ,  a l lowing a choice of t r a n s l a t i o n :  e i t h e r  

to".  I n  a c t u a l i t y  they  are doing bo th .  They are a l s o  
blaspheming (speaking a g a i n s t ,  opposing v e r b a l l y )  , 

end t o  P a u l ' s  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  synagogue s e r v i c e s  ("he depa r t ed  thence, ' '  
v. 7), but  n o t  without  t e l l i n g  them, "Your blood be UP- 
on your o m  heads;  I a m  clean:  from h e n c e f o r t h  I . w i l l  
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r116: 3 , 4 ) .  

i n  t h e  synagogue where he i s  a b l e  t o  persuade  

h e  i s  us ing  t h e  I1 T i m ,  2 :24 -26  method of 

sus  and stirs up h o s t i l e  o p p o s i t i o n  he  i s  u s i n g  the ' 
floppose themselves" o r  "set themselves  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  

1 This oppos i t i on  p u t s  an 
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go unto t h e  Gent i les"  (v. 6 ) .  It shows t h a t  t he  Old 
Testament p r i n c i p l e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  preaching t o  
t h e  wicked set f o r t h  i n  Eze. 3:18,19 ("When I say unto 
t h e  wicked, Thou s h a l t  s u r e l y  d i e ;  and thou g ives t  him 
no t  warning ... t o  save h i s  l i f e ;  t h e  same wicked man 
s h a l l  d i e  i n  h i s  i n i q u i t y ;  but h i s  blood will I re- 
q u i r e  a t  t h i n e  hand. Y e t  i f  thou warn t h e  wicked, and 
he  t u r n  no t  he  s h a l l  d i e  i n  h i s  
i n i q u i t y ;  bu t  thou h a s t  de l ivered  thy  soul") is  s t i l l  
in e f f e c t .  Pau l  cons t an t ly  keeps t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i n  
mind, f o r  t o  t h e  Ephesians he later says ,  "I take  you 
t o  record  t h i s  day, t h a t  I a m  pure from the  blood of 
all men. For  I have no t  shunned t o  dec la re  unto you 
a l l  t h e  counse l  of God" (Acts 20:26,27). Paul  u t t e r s  
t h e s e  words wi th  s t rong  f e e l i n g s  f o r  he "shook h i s  
raiment" as he  speaks t o  them (v. 6 ) .  

When Pau l  "entered i n t o  a c e r t a i n  man's house 
name J u s t u s "  (v.  7 ) ,  w a s  i t  a new p lace  t o  s t a y  o r  a 
base  f o r  f u t u r e  opera t ions?  The f a c t  t h a t  he depa r t s  
from t h e  synagogue and e n t e r s  J u s t u s ' s  house seems t o  
imply it w i l l  become t h e  new meeting p lace  f o r  those 
who wish t o  hear  Paul.  The d e s c r i p t i o n  of J u s t u s  as 
"one t h a t  worshippeth God'' would n o t  be necessary i f  
h e  were a Jew.  Bearing a Roman name we conclude he i s  
a G e n t i l e  who so welcomes P a u l ' s  d e s i r e  t o  go t o  t h e  
G e n t i l e s  t h a t  he  makes h i s  house a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Pau l ' s  
use .  H i s  house i s  su re ly  l a r g e  enough f o r  t h e  r o l e  i t  
i s  t o  p l ay ,  e v i d e n t l y  making him a wealthy man. For- 
t u n a t e l y  i t  i s  nex t  t o  t h e  synagogue. Since t h e  r u l e r  
of t h e  synagogue (Crispus) g e t s  converted (v. 8) ,  Paul  
h a s  n o t  l o s t  ' contac t  with given Jews. Later when Paul  
writes back t o  t h e  Corinthians,  he  recalls the  baptism 
of Crispus--I  Cor. 1:14 Crispus ' s  successor  as syna- 
gogue-ruler i s  Sosthenes (v. 1 7 ) .  H e  too g e t s  convert-  
ed,  f o r  he i s  w i t h  Paul  when he  writes I Cor in th ians  
(I Cor. 1 : l i ' ) .  Converting two success ive  synagogue-rul- 
ers is  no small accomplishment 

r n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  few conver t s  in Athens "many 

from h i s  wicked way, 

i n  i t s e l f .  
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of t h e  Cor in th ians  hear ing  be l i eved ,  and were bap- 
t i zed"  (v. 8 ) .  Reece observes ,  "Among t h e  conve r t s  we 
may count t h e  household of Chloe (I Cor. 1:ll) , Quar- 
t u s  and 'Eras tus ,  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  c i t y  (Rom, 16: 
23), and many of the lower and middle c l a s s e s  of so- 
c i e t y  (7: Cor. L:26)." And d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h e  low-down 
and immoral (I Cor. 6:9-1.1). Not ice  t h e  connect ion be-  
tween t h e  (1) hear ing ,  (2) b e l i e v i n g ,  and (3) bapt i sm 
of v .  8 with Mark's account of t h e  Great Commission: 
"Preach the  gospe l  t o  every c r e a t u r e .  He t h a t  believ- 
e t h  and i s  bap t i zed  s h a l l  be saved" (16:15,16). John 
Sweeney i n  h i s  book, "Sweeney's Sermons," i n  w r i t i n g  
on Acts' coverage of t h e  v a r i o u s  cases of convers ion  
no te s ,  "Acts 2 con ta ins  not  only t h e  f i r s t ,  b u t  t h e  
f u l l e s t  r e p o r t  of a p o s t o l i c  preaching and of d e t a i l s  
gene ra l ly  of making d i s c i p l e s  t o  C h r i s t ,  t o  be  found 
i n  t h e  whole book. And how ve ry  n a t u r a l ,  and how ve ry  
reasonable ,  t h a t ,  being t h e  f i r s t ,  i t  should a l s o  be  
t h e  f u l l e s t ;  t h a t  is, t h a t  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  of t h e  open- 
ing  meeting of t h e  campaign t h e  WrEr should e n t e r  
more i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  preaching of t h e  a p o s t l e ,  
of t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  sermon, of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of  
t h e  a p o s t l e  t o  enqui r ing  s i n n e r s ,  and of t h e  whole 
matter of making d i s c i p l e s  t o  C h r i s t  under t h e  g r e a t  
commission ... Luke, l i k e  o t h e r  s e n s i b l e  r e p o r t e r s . . .  
made h i s  f i rs t  repor t . . . a ,  p r e t t y  f u l l  one; and the re -  
after contented h imsel f ,  when r e p o r t i n g  meet ings and 
sermons, with abridged and genera l  statements." 

When Paul  w r i t e s  i n  I Cor. 1:17,  "I thank God 
t h a t  I bapt ized  none of you, bu t  Cr i spus  and Gaius;  
l es t :  any should say t h a t  I had bapt izkd  i n  mine own 
name...for C h r i s t  s e n t  me  n o t  t o  b a p t i z e ,  b u t  t o  
preach the  gospel ,"  some use i t  t o  b e l i t t l e  t h e  d i v i n e  
importance of baptism as i f  t h e r e  are only  a f e w  bap- 
t i z e d ,  How can w e  blend v .  8 ("many of t h e  Cor in th ians  
, , .were baptized") wi th  I Cor. 1:14,16 (''1 bap t i zed  
none of you but  Crispus and Ga ius . , . a l so  t h e  household 
of Stephanas")? Most of t he  "many" were bap t i zed  by 
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somebody else (probably S i l a s  o r  Timothy). 
No doubt t h e  g r e a t  success  of t h e  gospel  i n  Cor- 

i n t h  has  r e a l l y  s t i r r e d  up Pau l ' s  oppos i t ion ,  f o r  t h e  
Lord speaks t o  him i n  a n i g h t  v i s i o n ,  "Be no t  a f r a i d ,  
b u t  speak, and hold  no t  t hy  peace: f o r  I am with t h e e ,  
and no man s h a l l  s i t  on t h e e  t o  h u r t  thee:  f o r  I have 
much people  i n  t h i s  c i t y "  (v .  9,lO). m d  Paul  does 
cont inue  (v.  11). The oppos i t ion  does arise a g a i n s t  
him, and he i s  brought before  t h e  judgment seat ("Be- 
ma" i n  Greek).  Today when you v i s i t  t he  r u i n s  of Cor- 
i n t h ,  you are shown t h e  "Bema". The J e w s '  charge a- 
g a i n s t  Pau l  ("This f e l low persuadest  men t o  worship 
God con t r a ry  t o  t h e  law") does no t  s o l i c i t -  t h e  civil .  
r u l e r ' s  i n t e r e s t .  He says,  "I w i l l  be no judge of such 
matters" (v. 15). Augustine tel ls  us  t h a t  Ga l l io  i s  
n o t  fond of t h e  J e w s S  so it  i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  h e  
d r i v e s  them from t h e  judgment seat. The v i s i o n ' s  mes- 
sage  t h a t  "no man s h a l l  .... h u r t  thee'' i s  f u l f i l l e d .  The 
Greeks p re sen t  t a k e  Sosthenes,  t h e  chief r u l e r  of t h e  
synagogue ( t h i s  i s  beface he  i s  converted) ,  and "beat 
him be fo re  t h e  judgment seat," showing their d i s t a s t e  
f o r  t h e  J e w s  i n  t h i s  s e t t i n g  where G a l l i o ' s  a t t i t u d e  
a s s u r e s  h e  w i l l  do noth ing  t o  them f o r  it. And he 
doesn ' t  (v. 1 7 ) .  I f  t h i s  is  t h e  Sosthenes l a te r  asso-  
c i a t e d  wi th  Paul  (I Cor. $ : l ) #  and we t h ink  i t  i s ,  no 
doubt they both v i v i d l y  recal l  t h i s  i nc iden t  i n  which 
they  are 

McGarvey i n  commenting on v. gS1O ear l ier  and on 
v. 1 7  now ve ry  ab ly  d i scusses  P a u l ' s  w r i t i n g  I Thessa- 
l o n i a n s  and I1 Thessalonians a t  d i f f e r e n t  times dur ing  
t h i s  s t a y  h e r e  a t  Corinth.  

Af t e r  t h e  Jews' f a i l u r e  t o  g e t  Paul  condemned i n  
G a l l i o ' s  c o u r t ,  he  s t a y s  on i n  Corinth f o r  a s h o r t  
wh i l e  (v. 18). McGarvey's very  observant  mind n o t i c e s  
and remarks,  "Thanks t o  G a l l i o ,  t h i s  was t he  only  
church i n  Macedonia and Greece i n  which he  w a s  permit-  
ted t o  x m a i n  as long as he  thought proper." On h i s  
depa r tu re  f o r  S y r i a  (where Antioch is) he  takes  wi th  

a d v e r s a r i e s  and no t  a s s o c i a t e s .  
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him Pri sc i l l a  and Aquila (the first of several moves i/ they w i l l  make i n  coiinection with the Lord's work), 

QUESTIONS: 1 ,  How far  is Corin.t;h from Athens? 
12. With whom does Paul stay whiZe i l z  Corinth? 3, What 

i s  $he background of this coupZe? 
PauZ learned as a young man? 
h i s  hands here and a few other places? 
c i t y  does SiZas come t o  PauZ a t  Comhth? 
cl:.f;y does T imofhy  cove? 8.  hrhat is meant by ''y.ur 
blood be upon your om heads"? 9. W?at poin ts  toward 
Justus being a Gentile? 10. Wha3 2 synagogus-rulers 
get convepted hers a t  Corinth? 11. How many of the 
Co&athians hear, believe,  and a& bapt.ized? 12. How, 
do ve know Paul does no+ baptize vevly many of these 

'personally? 23. What message does God give t o  Paul 
[ i n  a night vision? 14. Does the &ler Gall io  f a l l  i n  

with the Jews' desire t o  oondemn PauZ9' 15. What hap- 
pens t o  poor Sos thnes?  16. Who. leaves Corinth when 
Paul departs? 

4 .  R a t  trade has 

6 ,  From what 
5 ,  f i y  d i d  Paul work wi th  

7 .  From what 

K, Cenchria 
(Study Acts 1SKlS)  

1 Check the map and you will note that Cenchrea i s  

The vow mentioned here i s ' a  Jewish vow, and 
Paul's conneetionk with it is  -in harmony with h$s 
statement: in  I Cor. 9:20. A fuller discussion of  
Paul's doing some things of the, law i s  found i n  ,our 
comments on Acts 21:18-26. 

Dclose to Corinth. 
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QUESTIONS: 1. where is Cenebea? 2 .  What does 
Paul do here? 

L.  Ephesus 
(Study Acts 18~19-21) 

This  i s  P a u l ' s  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  Ephesus, t h e  g r i n -  
c ip le  c i t y  on Asia Minor's west c o a s t .  On the  F i r s t  
Tour they were n o t  t h i s  f a r  west. On the  Second Tour 
going ou t  they  were always n o r t h  and east of t h i s  
while  on t h e  l a r g e  penninsula ,  b u t  on t h e i r  t r i p  back 
t o  Antioch they  are now he re .  

His reasoning  i n  t h e i r  synagogue is  favorably  re- 
ceived--so d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  usua l .  I n  f a c t  t h e  J e w s  
beg him t o  remain longer  than he is  a b l e  t o  do. What a 
welcome change from having t o  leave because of danger 
t o  h i s  l i f e !  Most t r a n s l a t i o n s  do n o t  inc lude ,  "I m u s t  
by a l l  means keep t h i s  f e a s t  t h a t  cometh i n  Jerusa-  
l e m . "  

Leaving P r i s c i l l a  and Aquila wi th  them he d e p a r t s  
promising t o  r e t u r n  i f  God s o  w i l l s .  See Jas. 4:13-15 
f o r  h i s  meaning of t h i s  s ta tement ,  Boles: '"If t h e  
Lord w i l l '  w a s  a common express ion  among t h e  e a r l y  
C h r i s t i a n s  (Rom. 1:lO; 15:32; I Cor. 4:19; 16:7; Heb. 
6:3) ." 

QUESTIONS: 1. H o w  is Paul received i n  the Epheeim 
synagogue? 2 .  Whom does he leave here i n  Ephesus? 

M. Y'or Antioch wk Caesarea and maybe JemsaZem 
(Study A c t s  18:22) 

He i s  on t h e  s h i p  from Ephesus t o  Caesarea many 
days.  Landing a t  Caesarea it  says  he went "uprt and sa- 
l u t e d  t h e  church and then went "down" t o  Antioch. This 
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statement g ives  t r o u b l e  t o  all v e r s i o n s  t h a t  do n o t  
I n d i c a t e  i p  v. 2 1  that  PauZ i s  bound f o r  Jerusa lems 
f o r  t h e r e  i s  no way t h a t  going f ro$  t h e  s e a p o r t  Caesa- 
rea t o  Antioch is "down", I f  t he< ,  d i sputed  statement, 
i n  v.  21. $6 no t  genuine,  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  by someone was 
probably based on a f a c t  known a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and i f  h e  
does go t o  Jerusalem going "up1' 
from Caesarea and then  lldown'' t; Antioch. I ,  t h e r e -  
f o r e ,  l ean  t o  the  i d e a  t h a t  he goesmto a f e a s t  a t  Je- 
rusalem, which a l s o  exp la ins  why.he could n o t  accep t  
Ephesus ' s i n v i t a t i o n  t o  s t a y  long6.r. 

H i s  arrival a t  Antioch termbates h i s  Second 
Tour, a t o u r  covering many miles,*; a t o u r  o r i g i n a l l y  
planned f o r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  churches e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  
F i r s t  Tour b u t  one t h a t  broadenea a u t  and lengthened  
i n t o  a g r e a t  church-planting t o u r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Ma-  
cedonia and Achaia. 

t o  t h a t  f e a i t ,  he  i s  

QUESTIONS: 1. A t  what Pales-tcne'yort does PauZ 
land? 
Caasarea t o  salute the church and then go tfdot3izft .t;o An- 
tioch? 

2. Gaograyh&?aZZy how does h u l  go "uptt f rom 
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The Third Tow 

A .  Through Galatia and Phrg& 
(Study Acts 18:23) 

U 
Luke i s  g e t t i n g  h r i e f e r  and b r i e f e r  i n  h i s  cover -  

age of c e r t a i n  e v e n t s .  Whatever time Paul  h a s  s p e n t  a t  
Antioch and what he d i d  while  t h e r e  are condensed i n t o  
t h e  simple s ta tement ,  "After he  had s p e n t  some time 
t h e r e ,  he  d e p a r t e d , "  Nor does he  bother  t o  t e l l  u s  
who, if anybody, accompanies him on t h i s  T h i r d  Tour.  
Nor does he  t e l l  u s  of any s e t t i n g - a p a r t  s e r v i c e  they  
had i n  sending him f o r t h  on t h i s  f i n a l  hnt ioch-based 
tou r  even though they l i k e l y  had such a s e r v i c e .  

In  going through G a l a t i a  and P h r y g i a ,  p l a c e s  he  
went on h i s  Second Tour (Acts 16:6) , he h a s  l i k e l v  
taken t h e  land-way n o r t h  from Antioch and then  west 
i n t o  G a l a t i a .  Again w e  can see h i s  love  f o r  t h o s e  whom 
he has evangelized and h i s  concern f o r  t h e i r  cont inued  
development , f o r  he  s t r e n g t h e n s  " a l l  t h e  d i s c i p l e s "  i n  
these  p a r t s .  

L1 

I-I 

QUESTIONS: 1.  f i a t  does Luke t e l l  us about P , c u l f s  
stau a t  Aptioch betweor, h i s  Second and Third  Tours: 
2.  Who accompanies hi:r as he leaves Antiocla on t h i s  
T h i r d  Tour? 3 .  Through what d i s t r i c t s  does he go? 

I 

U 
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B. A Parenthetic,Event at Ephesus 
(Study A c t s  1 8 : 2 4 - 2 8 )  

Sometime a f t e r  Paul  l e f t  Ephesus on the  Second 
Tour and before  he  r e t u r n s  h e r e  on t h i s  t o u r ,  t h e  e- 
v e n t  involv ing  Apollos t a k e s  p l a c e .  

Apollos h a s  some admirable a t t r i b u '  es and advan- 
t a g e s  mentioned i n  v. 2 4 , 2 5 :  ' 'born a t  Alexandria" 
( g r e a t  Jewish educa t iona l  c e n t e r )  ; "eloquent" (a mas- 
ter  of  words and express ion) ;  "mighty.in the s c r i p -  
ture:," ( s o  informed i n  t h e  Old Testament S c r i p t u r e s  
t h a t  he has  an a b l e  use of them a t  h i s  command); " fe r -  
v e n t  i n  t h e  s p i r i t "  ( h i s  s o u l  i s  aglow with what he is 
preaching) .  

This  ou ts tanding  Jewish speaker  has  come t o  Ephe- 
s u s ,  and Aquila and P r i s c i l l a  hear  h i s  bold messages 
i n  t h e  synagogue (v.  26).  What a r e f r e s h i n g  speaker to 
l i s t e n  to! \ ha t  a s i n c e r e  man t o  meet! P a r t  of  h i s  
boldness  is  because he i s  p r e s e n t i n g  one d iv ine  s t e p  
f a r t h e r  t h a n  h i s  Jewish h e a r e r s  have gone (though John 
t h e  Baptist i s  dead, Apollos i s  car ry ing  on as one of 
J o h n ' s  d i s t a n t  d i s c i p l e s ) .  Y e t  he himself does n o t  
know t h e  f i n a l  d i v i n e  s t e p  ( t h a t  t h e  Messiah whom John 
preached about has  a c t u a l l y  come) (v. 25). It i s  as 
puzz l ing  t o  your writer as t o  yourse l f  how one so w e l l  
informed o therwise  would be so uninformed concerning 
t h e  coming of J e sus .  Hardly can t h i s  happen i f  Apollos 
i s  l i v i n g  i n  P a l e s t i n e  i n s t e a d  of Afr ica .  

E n t e r ,  C h r i s t i a n  couple Aquila and P r i s c i l l a .  
They are quick t o  assist Apollos t o  a f u l l e r  under- 
standing--to an update i n  t h e  matter. This  i s  n o t  done 
p u b l i c l y  but  p r i v a t e l y ,  f o r  "they took him unto 
them" (v. 26) .  This  g ives  them a b e t t e r  oppor tuni ty  
t o  communicate with him, and i t  a l s o  makes i t  more 
f a v o r a b l e  f o r  h i m  t o  be approached s u c c e s s f u l l y .  A- 
q u i l a  and P r i sc i l l a  expound t o  him " the  way of God 
more p e r f e c t l y "  (v.  26), t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  s t i l l  needed 
i n  many cases today of people who love  t h e  Lord and 
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b e l i e v e  i n  H i m  bu t  who have n o t  r e a l l y  been t augh t  t h e  
p l a n  of  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e  p lan  o f  New Testament C h r i s t i -  
a n i t y ,  e t c ,  To t h e s e  honest  s o u l s  we should n o t  be  a- 
f r a i d  t o  do as Aqui la  and P r i s c i l l a  are doing--we 
should be a f r a i d  n o t  t o !  And from t h e  verses t h a t  f o l -  
low i t  i s  e v i d e n t  Apollos g r a t e f u l l y  receives t h i s  
g r e a t e r  understanding.  

When Apo l los  desires t o  c r o s s  t h e  Aegean Sea t o  
Achaia ( spec j  f i c a l l y  Corinth--Acts 19  : 1 ; I Cor. 3 : 6 )  
tlie Ephesian "brethren" (Aquila ,  P r i s c i l l a ,  and whom 
eve r  e l se  they may have converted b e f o r e  Pau l  r e t u r n s )  
write a l e t t e r  f o r  him t o  c a r r y  t o  Cor in th  exhor t ing  
the congrega t ion  t o  receive h i m  ( v .  27 ) .  I-Ie i s  a g r e a t  
encouragement t o  t h e  Cor in th ian  b r e t h r e n  as he  might i -  
l y  and p u b l i c l y  convinces many more Jews by t h e  use  of 
t h e  Old Testament S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  indeed tlie 
C h r i s t  (v .  27,281 

QUESTIONS: 1 ,  [?hat are son:e of ApoZZosts a t t r i -  
Putes and advantages? 2 .  PSuzere i s  ApoZZos speaking in 
E+sus? 3. Niat baptism is he preaching t o  the Jeus? 
4 .  lJ720 e,rplai.ns the way of the  Lord more per f ec t l y  t o  
hir:l? 5. From here where does ApoZZos go? 6. Tdzo 
re~orwends hiin t o  tlie ellurch there? 

C .  Paul a t  Ephesus 
(Study Acts 19:1--20:1) 

Apollos has  l e f t  f o r  Cor in th  wh i l e  Pau l  i s  pas- 
s i n g  through t h e  "upper coas ts"  on h i s  way t o  Ephesus. 
Paul  can come t o  Ephesus through t h e  low-country 
rou te ,  coming from t h e  east through t h e  Lycus and Me-, 
ander River v a l l e y s .  Ins tead  he comes by t h e  upper 
r o u t e  ( through t h e  h ighlands  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  Lycus 
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and Meander v a l l e y s )  (v. 1 ) .  
Upon a r r iva l  he f i n d s  twelve men whom he asks ,  

"Have ye r ece ived  the  Holy Ghost s i n c e  ye bel ieved?" 
(v.  2 ) .  These are men bapt ized  by Apollos before  he 
w a s  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  Paul  l i k e l y  knows t h e i r  s i t u a -  
t i o n  e i t h e r  by r e v e l a t i o n  as an a p o s t l e  o r  through A- 
q u i l a  and P r i s c i l l a .  Your writer cons iders  h i s  ques- 
t i o n  t o  be a "door-opening" ques t ion .  And i t  works: 
"We have n o t  s o  much as heard whether t h e r e  be any 
Holy Ghost" (v .  2 ) .  If they have been bapt ized  with 
New Testament baptism, they have had a t  least  two op- 
p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  hea r  about t h e  Holy S p i r i t :  (1) when 
they  were bap t i zed  i n t o  t h e  name of the  Fa the r ,  of t he  
Son, and of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  (Matt .  28:19);  and ( 2 )  
when promised t h e  remission of s i n s  and t h e  g i f t  o f  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  (Acts 2:38,39).  The conversat ion con- 
t i n u e s :  "Unto what then were ye bapt ized?" (v.  3 ) .  
Their answer: "Unto Jol in 's  baptism" (v.  3 ) .  

There was a t i m e  when John ' s  baptism w a s  v a l i d  
b u t  n o t  now. It has  been rep laced  by New Testament 
baptism. There are a t  least  two c o n t r a s t s  between the  
two bapt isms:  (1) John's  baptism looked forward t o  the  
coming Saviour  (v .  4) while  New Testament baptism i s  
commanded by t h e  Saviour Himself i n t o  whose death peo- 
p l e  are now bap t i zed  (Rom. 6 :3 ,4 ) ;  and (2)  Jolin 's  bap- 
t i s m  c a r r i e d  no promise of t h e  indwell ing S p i r i t  as 
New Testament baptism does (Acts 2 : 3 8 ) .  Seeing t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  they  are now bapt ized  according t o  the bap- 
t i s m  C h r i s t  commands (v.  5 ) .  

Here i s  a S c r i p t u r a l  example t h a t  i f  people have 
n o t  been bap t i zed  proper ly ,  they should have i t  done 
c o r r e c t l y .  Th i s  a p p l i e s  t o  'people bapt ized  i n  infancy,  
people  bap t i zed  by sp r ink l ing  o r  pouring, people bap- 
t i z e d  as a mere form (not  r e a l l y  be l i ev ing ,  not  r e a l l y  
r epen t ing ,  n o t  r e a l l y  lov ing  t h e  Lord) ,  and people 
bap t i zed  f o r  t h e  wrong reason ( t o  demonstrate t h a t  one 
i s  a l r eady  saved,  t o  ge t  a w i f e ,  t o  ga in  vo te s  i n  
one's p o l i t i c a l  b i d  f o r  o f f i c e ,  t o , p l e a s e  pa ren t s  
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without any f u r t h e r  personal  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  e t c . )  
We might wonder why Apollos d id  n o t  s t a y  and bap- 

t i z e  them proper ly .  We can only c o n j e c t u r e ,  f o r  t h e r e  
i s  no i n s p i r e d  explana t ion ,  b u t  i f  t h e s e  twelve began 
as Jews and Apollos persuaded them t o  be b a p t i z e d  w i t h  
John 's  baptism, it i s  probably b e s t  t ha t  h e  move on 
and let: somebody else ( l i k e  Paul)  come i n  and t e l l  
them they need t o  be bapt ized p r o p e r l y ,  Had Apollos  
t r i e d  t o  t e l l  them, they might have s a i d  t o  him, 
"Won't you please make up your mind?" 

There are those who claim t h e s e  men are b a p t i z e d  
with the  Holy S p i r i t ,  contending t h a t  any bapt i sm " i n  
t h e  name of t h e  Lord Jesus" i s  Holy S p i r i t  bapt i sm 
( c i t i n g  Matt. 3:11 as p r o o f ) .  But when P e t e r  commanded 
Cornelius and h i s  people t o  be  b a p t i z e d  " in  the name 
of t h e  Lord" (Acts 1 0 : 4 8 ) ,  it  was "water" bapt i sm (see 
v. 4 7 ) .  Also, i f  Acts 19:5 i s  Holy S p i r i t  bapt ism,  why 
does t h e  Holy S p i r i t  n o t  come on them u n t i l  P a u l  l a y s  
h i s  hands on them af te rwards?  (v. 6 ) .  

V .  7 i s  another  i n s t a n c e  i n  Acts o f  an a p o s t l e  
confer r ing  miraculous powers through t h e  l a y i n g  on of 
h i s  hands. 

The "reasoning" Paul  d i d  i n  t h e  Ephesian syna- 
gogue on h i s  ear l ier  v i s i t  (18:19) i s  now r e p l a c e d  by 
bold d i s p u t i n g  and persuading (v .  8 ) .  The t o p i c  of 
d i s c u s s i o n  and d i s p u t e  i s  t h e  "kingdom of God" ( v .  8) ~ 

a s u b j e c t  of  Jewish prophecies  i n  Dan. 2 ,  Dan. 7 ,  I sa .  
9 ,  and o t h e r s .  Three months of  t h i s  (v. 8) n o t  o n l y  
r e s u l t  i n  c o n v e r t s  ("disciples"--v. 9)  b u t  i n  o t h e r s  
s t r o n g l y  opposing what he  i s  say ing .  The o p p o s i t i o n  i s  
so  s t r o n g  t h a t  Paul  withdraws t h e  d i s c i p l e s  from t h e  
synagogue (he "separated t h e  disciples"--v.  9)  and 
t a k e s  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  d i s p u t e  " d a i l y  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  
of one Tyrannus" (v. 9 ) .  Obviously t h i s  man Tyrannus 
i s  more c o r d i a l  t o  Paul  than are t h e  Jews, o r  h e  would 
n o t  be making h i s  school  f a c i l i t y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  P a u l  on 
a d a i l y  b a s i s .  A f o o t n o t e  i n  t h e  Revised S tandard  
Version i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  some a n c i e n t  Greek c o p i e s  r e a d ,  
"Daily from t h e  f i f t h  hour t o  t h e  tenth." P o s s i b l y  



182 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 19: 9-1 3 

P a u l  has  use  of i t  when Tyrannus i s  n o t  using i t .  Ram- 
s a y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  anc ien t  work hours ,  which would in-  
c lude  school ,  r a n  from e a r l y  morning u n t i l  l0:OO A.M. 
So poss ib ly  Paul  uses  i t  af te rwards  (from 11:OO A.M. 
u n t i l  4 : O O  P.M.). From Acts 20:33 ,34  we l e a r n  t h a t  
P a u l  i s  a l s o  working wi th  h i s  hands while here  i n  Eph-~ 
e s u s  t o  supply t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  himself and these  
w i t h  him. H e  l i k e l y  does t h i s  work dui ing t h e  e a r l y  
morning work hours and then u t i l i z e s  t h e  Tyrannus fa- 
c i l i t y  dur ing  t h e  af ternoon.  Whatever t h e  procedure 
i s ,  v .  10 shows how e f f e c t i v e  i t  i s - - a l l  i n  t h e  pro- 
v i n c e  of Asia (both Jews and Greeks) hear  t h e  Word! 

Obviously t h i s  i s  no t  done by Paul  a lone.  Ephesus 
i s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  c i t y  of t h e  province of A s i a ,  i s  t h e  
seat  of government, and sea-borne merchandise going 
east  unloads i n  Ephesus harbor  f o r  land- t rave l  t o  a11 
p o i n t s  e a s t  and t o  Africa. People converted while i n  
Ephesus c a r r y  t h e  message with them while d i s c i p l e s  
from Ephesus l i k e l y  go throughout t h e  province wi th  
t h e  gospel .  These two years  a r e  tremendous i n  t h e i r  
accomplishment! V e r y  l i k e l y  some of t h e  seven churches 
o f  Asia  addressed by John i n  t h e  book of Revelat ion 
come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

V .  1 1 , 1 2  g ive  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  mira- 
cles P a u l  i s  performing h e r e  and how they c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  fame of J e s u s  i n  Ephesus. The "special"  mira- 
cles are t h e  ones performed by merely taking handker- 
c h i e f s  and aprons t h a t  have touched P a u l ' s  body t o  t h e  
s i c k ,  causing both  d i s e a s e s  and e v i l  s p i r i t s  t o  de- 
p a r t .  These miracles a t t r ac t  s o  much a t t e n t i o n  and 
widespread comment t h a t  c e r t a i n  vagabond ( " s t r o l l i n g "  
--A.S.V.) J e w s  who p r a c t i c e  exorcism decide t o  see 
what they  can do by using t h e  name o f  Jesus i n  t h e i r  
i n c a n t a t i o n s .  McGarvey p o i n t s  o u t  that  i n  t h e i r  i n -  
c a n t a t i o n s  Jewish e x o r c i s t s  ' ' u t t e r ed  c e r t a i n  unmeaning 
words t h a t  they  claimed t o  have der ived  from Solomon, 
and they  n a t u r a l l y  supposed t h a t  t he  s e c r e t  of P a u l ' s  
power was something of t h e  same k i n d ;  so they watched 
him as he cast o u t  demons t o  see i f  they could disco-  
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ver h i s  t a l i s m a n i c  word, They were n o t  long i n  observ-  
i n g  t h a t  i n  every i n s t a n c e  he used t h e  name of J e s u s ;  
and they concluded t h a t  the charm was i n  t h a t  word." 
They dec ide  t o  t r y  t h a t  name, They say t o  a demon-pos- 
sessed  case, "We a d j u r e  you by J e s u s  whom Paul  preach- 
e th"  (v. 13). And t h e  e v i l  s p i r i t  i n  t h e  man answered, 
"Jesus T know, and Paul  I know; b u t  who are ye?" (v .  
15 ) .  And t h e  demon-possessed man l e a p s  on them, over- 
coming them and p r e v a i l i n g  a g a i n s t  them so t h a t  they 
f l e e  o u t  o f  t h e  house naked and wounded (v.  16), 

This  r e a l l y  makes news among a l l  t h e  Jews and 
Greeks of Ephesus, and t h e  name of J e s u s  i s  both  f e a r -  
ed and magnified (v. 1 7 ) .  What a v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  gos- 
p e l  over sorcery  and w i t c h c r a f t  as people  come confes- 
s i n g  t h e i r  involvement i n  such and br inging  t h e i r  
books on s o r c e r y  f o r  a g r e a t  p u b l i c  b o n f i r e  (v .  18- 
20) ! "This whole account f u l l y  confirms t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  
assigned t o  Ephesus by anc ien t  w r i t e r s  as t h e  ch ief  
c e n t e r  of magical a r t s  i n  the  whole Roman empire"  (Mc- 
Garvey). 

Paul  wishes t o  include a t r e k  through Macedonia 
and Achaia (nor thern  and southern Greece) b e f o r e  going 
t o  Jerusalem and a f t e r  t h a t  t o  Rome (v .  21) ,  and from 
h i s  I Cor in th ian  e p i s t l e  w r i t t e n  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  
t o u r  i s  a lso t o  raise a s i z a b l e  o f f e r i n g  from t h e  
G e n t i l e  congregat ions t o  help t h e i r  Jewish b r e t h r e n  a t  
Jerusalem. For a long while he has  a l s o  wanted t o  go 
t o  Rome but  has  been hindered because of l a b o r s  else- 
where (Rom. 1:13), H e  d e c i d e s  t o  send Timothy and E- 
r a s t u s  i n t o  Macedonia while he remains a t  Ephesus (v .  

The g r e a t  book-burning causes  him t o  w r i t e ,  "I 
w i l l  t a r ry  a t  Ephesus ... f o r  a g r e a t  door and e f f e c t u a l  
i s  opened unto m e ,  and t h e r e  are many a d v e r s a r i e s "  (I  
Cor,  16:8,9). From what fol lows i n  t h e  Acts '  account 
w e  can understand what he means by "many adversar ies" .  
f o r  a t  " t h e  same t i m e  t he re  a r o s e  no smal l  s t i r  about 
t h a t  way'' (v.  23) .  This  s t i r  i s  l e d  by t h e  s i l v e r s m i t h  
Demetrius. The success  of t h e  gospe l  i s  t a k i n g  i t s  

22)  * 
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t o l l  on h i s  business  of making and s e l l i n g  small ,  
household-size s h r i n e s  of Diana (Artemis) and h e r  t e m -  
p l e  (v.  2 4 , 2 5 ) .  I n  addressing h i s  fellow-craftsmen De- 
m e t r i u s  unwi t t ing ly  pays a g r e a t  t r i b u t e  t o  Paul  and 
t h e  success  of t h e  gospel i n  many p lgces  (see v .  2 6 ,  
2 7 ) .  While t h e r e  i s  no less than 32 o t h e r  t e m p l e s  of 
Diana s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  world, Ephesus i s  the 
very  c e n t e r  of Diana-worship, and i t s  t e m p l e  i s  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  and t h e  most magnificent of them a l l  (one of 
t h e  seven wonders of t he  anc ien t  wor ld) .  It is  s o  t re-  
mendous i n  P a u l ' s  day t h a t  some s a i d ,  "If you have 
seen  t h i s  temple, you need n o t  see any of t h e  o t h e r  
s i x  wonders." A f t e r  800 years  of  continuous Diana-wor- 
s h i p  i t  went o u t ,  and i t  was t h e  preaching of C h r i s t i -  
a n i t y  t h a t  began i t  on i t s  downward course.  Today t h e  
p l a c e  where t h e  t e m p l e  once s tood i s  only a frog-marsh 
wi th  only  a few remnants of i t s  once-mighty p i l l a r s  
l e f t  t o  mark i t s  l o c a t i o n .  Later on C h r i s t i a n i t y  d i d  
t h e  same t o  t h e  pagan gods worshiped i n  E u r 4 e .  The 
g r e a t  Pantheon i n  Rome was b u i l t  t o  honor t h e  gods of 
t h e  Roman Empire, but today i t s  n iches  where t h e  gods 
once s tood  are vacant because of t h e  v i c t o r y  of 
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  P r a i s e  t h e  Lord, f o r  we who are of Euro- 
pean descent  are r e c i p i e n t s  of t h i s  change from pagan 
gods t o  t h e  t r u e  and l i v i n g  god! 

Demetr ius 's  words s t i r  up t h e  populace causing 
them t o  c r y  o u t ,  "Great i s  Diana of t h e  Ephesians" (v .  
28) .  Two of P a u l ' s  companions (Gaius of Derbe and A r -  
i s t a r c h u s  o f  Thessalonica--Acts 2 0 : 4 )  are caught and 
rushed i n t o  t h e  v a s t  t h e a t e r  ( t h e  l a r g e s t  stadium i n  
t h e  a n c i e n t  world--now r e s t o r e d )  (v .  2 9 ) .  Learning of 
t h e i r  danger Paul  i s  about t o  go i n t o  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  but 
t h e  d i s c i p l e s  and some of h i s  f r i e n d s  among t h e  r u l i n g  
class persuade him no t  t o  (v .  30,31) .  The Jews put 
f o r t h  one of t h e i r  number (Alexander) t o  speak and 
show they have nothing t o  do wi th  Paul  and h i s  par ty  
(v .  331,  but  Diana-worshipers have no more love f o r  
t h e  J e w s  t h a n  they  do f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  and they 
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w i l l  n o t  g ive  Alexander a chance t o  be h e a r d .  

Diana o f  t h e  Ephesians!" (v. 3 4 ) .  

And f o r  
two whole hours  they chant ,  chant, c h a n t ,  "Great i s  

The Ephesian townclerk, t a k i n g  a mild view of  1 P a u l ' s  e f f e c t  on Diana-worship and knowing h e  cannot  
s i lence  t h e  people  f o r  awhile h a s  l e t  them chant  on 
u n t i l  they  are weary. Then he speaks ,  a s s u r i n g  them of  
t he  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  ' i n s t i t u t i o n  (v .  35, 
3 6 ) .  H e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  any o p p o s i t i o n  brought  t o  
t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  by tLese men i s  l e g a l  (v .  3 7 ) ,  and i f  
Demetrius and t h e  craftsmen wish t o  b r i n g  charges  a- 
g a h s t  them they may do s o  i n  the c o u r t  ( v .  3 8 ) .  H e  
then u r g e s  t h a t  any f u r t h e r  proceedings  be  determined 
i n  a l a w f u l  assembly r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  unlawful  r i o t  such  
a s  they have been involved i n  which could b r i n g  t h e  
c i t y  i n t o  t r o u b l e  wi th  Rome (v .  39,401,  And t h e  
hoarse,  worn-out people  of Ephesus t r u d g e  t o  t h e i r  
homes (v. 41) .  It i s  p o s s i b l e  tha t  P a u l  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  
dangers and d e l i v e r a n c e  of t h i s  day when he  wrote  I1 
Cor. 1:8-IO. 

When Timothy and E r a s t u s  d e p a r t e d  f o r  Macedonia 
car ry ing  t h e  I Cor in th ian  le t ter ,  P a u l  w a s  e x p e c t i n g  
t o  remain i n  Ephesus u n t i l  P e n t e c o s t  (I Cor, 16 :8 )  . 
But t h e  "open door" h e  wrote about  t h e n  i s  now c l o s e d  
by t h e  s i lversmi th- insp i red  r i o t .  So he embraces t h e  ' d i s c i p l e s  and d e p a r t s  f o r  Macedonia h imsel f  (20:l). 

' QUESTIONS: 1. What i s  meant by Paul 's  coming t o  
Ephesus by the "upper coasts"? 2 .  L i s t  a t  l e a s t  2 
contrasts between John's baptism and iVew Testament 
baptism? 3. Prove tha t  the baptism these 12  men now 
receive is not Holy S p i r i t  baptism? 4 .  What subject 
does Paul dispute about i n  the  synagogue? 5. IJozl? long 
does he speak i n  the synagogue t i l l  forced out? 6 .  In 
whose school does he carry on h i s  disputat ions? 
7, what statement indicates  t h i s  t o  be a time of p e a t  
evangelism i n  Asia? 8 .  T e l l  of Sceva's sons and the 

i n 
c 
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demon-possessed man? 
i n  Ephesus? 
donia? 11. Who cause a great s t i r  t o  be made i n  E- 
phesus? 12 .  What great temple is i n  Ephesus? 1 3 .  What 
do the Ephesians e r y  out concerning Diana? 14. What 2 
companions o f  Paul are rushed i n t o  the vast  theater? 
15.  Who keeps Paul from rushing i n t o  the theater? 
26.  Who finaZZy puts  an end t o  the people's chanting? 
17. What has t h i s  r i o t  done t o  PauZ's "open door" a t  
Ephesus ? 

9. TeZZ of the geeat bonfire i n  
10. @at 2 men does Paul send in to  Mace- 

D .  Greece 
(Study Acts 20:2-5) 

Why A c t s '  coverage of t h i s  per iod  i s  so b r i e f  i s  
unknown t o  t h i s  writer. From 11 Cor. we  g a i n  several 
d e t a i l s  of  t h i s  t i m e :  (1) Paul  i s  s t i l l  wai t ing  t o  see 
how Cor in th  h a s  responded t o  the  many c o r r e c t i o n s  or -  
dered i n  h i s  I Corinthian e p i s t l e ;  and (2 )  he i s  work- 
i n g  on t h e  G e n t i l e  o f f e r i n g  f o r  t h e  s a i n t s  a t  Je rusa-  
l e m .  Concerning t h e  f i r s t ,  T i t u s  h a s  been i n  Corinth 
t o  h e l p  them a c c e p t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  I Cor. This  i s  
no s m a l l  j o b .  LikeTy going by land  t o  Troas Paul hopes 
t o  meet T i t u s  t h e r e  with a r e p o r t  on Corinth.  But T i -  
t u s  i s  n o t  t h e r e  when Paul  a r r i v e s .  To P a u l  t h i s  can 
mean only  one thing--Titus has  been de ta ined  i n  Cor- 
i n t h  because of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Another ''open door" 
seems t o  be  p o s s i b l e  f o r  P a u l ' s  l a b o r  h e r e  a t  Troas,  
b u t  he  i s  sosuneasy about Corinth t h a t  he cannot br ing  
himself  t o  remain a t  Troas and t a k e  advantage of i t ,  
L i s t e n  t o  h i s  own words about t h e  matter: "When I 
came t o  Troas t o  preach C h r i s t ' s  gospe l ,  and a door 
w a s  opened unto m e  of t h e  Lord, I had no rest i n  my 
s p i r i t ,  because I found n o t  T i t u s  my b r o t h e r :  but  tak- 
i n g  leave of them, I went from t h e r e  i n t o  Macedonia" 
(I1 Cor. 2 : 1 2 , 1 3 ) .  

fo l low Luke's coverage Now we are aga in  ready t o  
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i n  Acts .  "When he  had gone through those  p a r t s "  (v. 
2 ) ,  where P h i l i p p i ,  Thessa lonica ,  and Berea are ,  h e  
f i n d s  t h e  Macedonia churches very generous i n  t h e i r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  f o r  t h e  Jerusalem o f f e r i n g :  "We make 
known t o  you t h e  grace  of God which h a t h  been given i n  
t h e  churches of Macedonia; how t h a t  i n  much proof of 
a f f l i c t i o n  t h e  abundance of t h e i r  j o y  and deep pover ty  
abounded unto t h e  r i c h e s  of t h e i r  l i b e r a l i t y ,  For  ac- 
cord ing  t o  t h e i r  power, I bear w i t n e s s ,  yea and beyonil 
t h e i r  power, they  gave of t h e i r  own accord,  beseeching 
u s  w i t h  much e n t r e a t y  i n  regard of t h i s  grace  and t h e  
fe l lowship  i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  t h e  s a i n t s "  ( I 1  Cor. 
8 : l - 4  ASV).  

While P a u l  i s  h e r e  i n  Macedonia, T i t u s  arrives 
wi th  g r e a t  news from Corinth! Listen t o  P a u l  again:  
"When we were come i n t o  Macedonia, our  f l e s h  had no 
rest, but  we were t roubled  on every  s i d e ;  wi thout  were 
f i g h t i n g s ,  w i t h i n  were f e a r s .  Never the less  God, t h a t  
comforteth those  t h a t  are c a s t  down, comforted us  by 
t h e  coming of  T i t u s ;  and n o t  by h i s  coming on ly ,  b u t  
by t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n  wherewith h e  w a s  comforted i n  you, 
when he t o l d  u s  your e a r n e s t  d e s i r e ,  your mourning, 
your f e r v e n t  mind toward m e ;  so t h a t  I r e j o i c e d  t h e  
more" (11 Cor. 7:5-7).  

From T i t u s ' s  coming Paul  a l s o  l e a r n s  of  an ele- 
ment i n  Cor in th  s lander ing  him: " H i s  l e t te rs ,  say 
they ,  a r e  weighty and powerful;  bu t  h i s  b o d i l y  pres -  
ence i s  weak, and h i s  speech contemptible" ( I 1  Cor. 
1.0:10). Commentators u s u a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  I1 Cor. 1: 
15f f  Paul  i s  r e p l y i n g  t o  a charge made by h i s  c r i t i c i -  
z e r s  t h a t  he w a s  a f r a i d  t o  come d i r e c t l y  t o  Cor in th  
from Ephesus as he  had o r i g i n a l l y  proposed fo l lowing  
h i s  w r i t i n g  of  I Cor in th ians  ( s e e  I Cor. 4 : 1 8 , 1 9 ;  11: 
3 4 ;  1 6 : l ) .  I n  I1 Cor. 1 : 2 3  P a u l  e x p l a i n s  why h e  d i d  
no t  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  o r i g i n a l  proposa l :  "I c a l l  God . f o r  a 
record upon my s o u l ,  t h a t  t o  s p a r e  you I came n o t  as 
y e t  i n t o  Corinth."  

Earlier Paul  had boasted t o  t h e  Macedonians of 
t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  of t h e  Cor in th ians  ( I 1  Cor, 9 : 1 , 2 ) .  A s  
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we have seen ,  Macedonia has  come through with a tre- 
mendous o f f e r i n g ,  so Paul  i s  sending T i t u s  back t o  
Cor in th  t o  be s u r e  they w i l l  have t h e i r  o f f e r i n g  ready 
when P a u l  and t h o s e  wi th  him arrive (I1 Cor. 8:6;  9:3- 
5 ) .  H e  s i t s  down and writes I1 Cor in th ians  here  t o  
send wi th  T i t u s .  

F i n i s h i n g  up h i s  work i n  Macedonia a f t e r  some 
t i m e ,  P a u l  is  s a i d  t o  enter "Greece" (where Corinth 
i s )  (v.  2) where he  spends t h r e e  months (v. 3 ) .  While 
Luke g i v e s  us  no p a r t i c u l a r s ,  reason would say Paul i s  
fo l lowing  up matters r a i s e d  i n  I Corinthians and I1 
Cor in th ians  and i s  g e t t i n g  every th ing  ready f o r  both 
s a f e l y  and honorably t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  churches'  g r e a t  
o f f e r i n g  t o  Jerusalem. D i f f e r e n t  b r e t h r e n  w i l l  accom- 
pany Paul  wi th  t h e  money both t o  safeguard i t  from po- 
t e n t i a l  robbers  along t h e  way ( " p e r i l s  of robbers"--11 
Cor. 11:26) and t o  keep any of P a u l ' s  c r i t i c s  from 
saying  he  d i d  n o t  adminis ter  i t  proper ly  ( see  I Cor. 
16:3,4 and I1 Cor. 8:16-23). The a c t u a l  men who w i l l  
go w i t h  h i m  and t h e  p l a c e s  they r e p r e s e n t  are l i s t e d  
i n  v .  4 .  These men, chosen by t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  congre- 
g a t i o n s ,  are n e a r l y  a l l  known t o  us  through o t h e r  r e f -  
e r e n c e s  t o  them i n  the  New Testament. "Sopater" i s  t a -  
ken t o  be a shortened form of "Sosipater"  mentioned i n  
Rom. 16:21. "Aristarchusl '  i s  mentioned i n  Acts 19:29; 
Phm. 24; and Acts 27:2. "Timothy" is t h e  b e s t  known t o  
u s .  "Tychicus" i s  mentioned i n  Eph. 6:21; Col. 4 : 7 ;  I1 
T i m .  4:12; and T i t .  3:12. "Trophimus" i s  mentioned i n  
Acts 21:29 and I1 T i m .  4:20. "Gaius of Derbe" i s  n o t  
t o  be confused w i t h  t h e  Macedonian "Gaius" of Acts 19:  
29, bu t  he  may be t h e  "Gaius" mentioned i n  Rom. 16:23  
o r  t h e  "Gaius" mentioned i n  111 John 1. We have no 
o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  "Secundus"; bu t  h i s  name simply 
means "Second" (probably the second c h i l d  i n  h i s  f a m i -  
l y ) .  Reece observes  t h a t  such numerical  names were 
common among slave f a m i l i e s .  

Now t h a t  i t  i s  t i m e  t o  s a i l  from Corinth with t h e  
o f f e r i n g ,  Paul  l e a r n s  of  a p l o t  among some Jews a- 
g a i n s t  him (v. 3)--maybe t o  g e t  t h e  money as w e l l  as 
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des t roy  him and h i s  work, H e  f o i l s  t h e i r  a t t e m p t  by 
not  s a i l i n g  from Corinth but  sending t h e s e  messengers 
and t h e  money on ahead of him t o  Troas ,  t h u s  t a k i n g  a 
d i f f e r e n t  r o u t e  t o  Jerusalem (Y. 5 ) .  Paul  makes his 
way n o r t h  'by land  t o  P h i l i p p i  (v. 6 ) .  

A s  generous as t h e  P h i l i p p i a n  church h a s  always 
been, i t  is  hard t o  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  
with an o f f e r i n g  and a messenger. Luke j o i n s  t h e  t r i p  
t o  Jerusalem h e r e  a t  P h i l i p p i  ( n o t i c e  t h e  "wet' i n  v .  
6 ) .  McGarvey: "Luke's ' u s ' ,  h e r e  in t roduced  once more 
impl ies  t h a t  he too j o i n e d  t h e  company a t  P h i l i p p i .  It 
was h e r e  on t h e  F i r s t  Tour t h a t  t h i s  pronoun w a s  
dropped, and t h e  presumption i s  t h a t  Luke h a s  remained 
a t  P h i l i p p i  ever s ince  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of Paul  and Si las  
therefrom s i x  o r  seven years  prev ious ."  H e  t h e n  i s  
P h i l i p p i '  s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on t h i s  money-tour . 

QUESTIONS: 1. Why does Paul not s tay i n  Troas and 
t a k e  advantage of the "open door" tha t  i s  
2 ,  Does he f ind the Macedonian congregations' o f fer ing  
generous or  small? 3.  What news does T i t u s  bring t o  
Paul here i n  Macedonia? 4 .  what are Paul 's  c r i t i c s  a t  
Corinth saying about him a t  t h i s  time? 5. JJhy is 
Paul sending T i tus  back t o  Coidnth? 6 .  What does he 
write and send with Ti tus? 
accoiipany him and the c'hurches' o f f e k n g ?  8 .  Name the  
men who w i Z l  go wi th  .Pad t o  Jerusalem? 
Pad foi% a p l o t  against him? 1 0 .  who becomes Phizip- 

here? 

7 .  Why w i l l  Paul have men 

li 
II 9 .  Hm? does 

[] p i t s  representative with the money? 

E .  Froas 
(Study Acts 20:6-12) 

Paul  d e p a r t s  from Macedonia and P h i l i p p i  when he 
n a n d  Luke take s h i p  (v. 6) t o  go a c r o s s  t h e  Aegean Se.a . 



190 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 20: 6,7 

t o  meet up wi th  Sopater ,  A r i s t a r c h u s ,  Secundus, Gaius, 
Timothy, Tychicus, and Trophimus a t  Troas.  T i m e - w i s e  
t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  from P h i l i p p i  i s  r i g h t  a f t e r  Jerusa-  
l e m ' s  F e a s t  of Unleavened Bread (Passover t i m e )  (ve 
6 ) .  This  i s  t o  keep us informed as t o  t h e  t i m e  of year 
i t  i s ,  f o r  Paul  i s  endeavoring t o  g e t  t h i s  o f f e r i n g  t o  
Jerusalem by t h e  coming F e a s t  of Pentecos t  (see Acts 
20 :16) ,  T ime  i s  becoming a f a c t o r .  The p l o t  a g a i n s t  
him a t  Cor in th  t h a t  has  forced  him t o  r e r o u t e  h i s  
course t o  Jerusalem has thrown him t o  t h e  north.  A s  
they  s a i l  away from . P h i l i p p i ,  i t  i s  but  a few weeks 
u n t i l  P e n t e c o s t ,  Landing a t  Troas he  decides  t o  spend 
a few days h e r e  where he  found a n  open door a few 
months b e f o r e  b u t  chose no t  t o  develop i t  then  because 
of h i s  concern f o r  t h e  Corinth case ( I 1  Cor. 2:12,13).  

H i s  seven-day s t o p ' h e r e  inc ludes  a Lord's day. It 
i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  do n o t  come to-  
ge ther  on t h e  Jewish sabbath ( t h e  seventh day of t h e  
week) but  on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  week (v .  7 ) .  The 
same i s  seen i n  I Cor. 16:2. Seventh Day Advent is ts  
claim t h e  emperor Cors tan t ine  changed t h e  day of wor- 
s h i p  from t h e  sabbath t o  Sunday. He became emperor i n  
t h e  e a r l y  300 's .  The fol lowing quota t ions  from church 
h i s t o r y  a l l  a n t e d a t e  Constant ine 's  t i m e  and a l s o  g ive  
u s  i n s i g h t  as t o  why t h e  e a r l y  church m e t  on t h e  f i r s t  
day i n s t e a d  of t h e  seventh: "We solemnize t h e  day af -  
ter  Saturday i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  those who c a l l  t h i s  
day t h e i r  sabbath" ( T e r t u l l i a n ,  A.D.  200);  "On one 
day, t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  week, we assemble ourse lves  to- 
ge ther"  (Bardesanes A.D. 180);  "Sunday i s  t h e  day 
which w e  a l l  ho ld  our- common assembly, because Jesus  
C h r i s t ,  our  Savior ,  on t h e  same day r o s e  from t h e  
dead" ( J u s t i n  Martyr A..D. 140);  "We keep the e i g h t h  
day w i t h  j o y f u l n e s s ,  t h e  day a l s o  on which Jesus  r o s e  
a g a i n  from t h e  dead" (Barnabas A.D. 120) .  What Con- 
s t a n t i n e  d i d  w a s  make Sunday a l e g a l  ho l iday  through- 
o u t  h i s  empire. AdGentists r e p r e s e n t  Constantine 
changing t h e  day of worship and the church accept ing 
h i s  change whereas chufch h i s t o r y  shows t h e  church was 

D . 
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a l ready  meeting on t h a t  day and he  merely l e g a l i z e d  
t h a t  day as one of s e v e r a l  s t e p s  i n  C h r i s t i a n i z i n g  h i s  
vast  empire. 

Grammatically t h e  independent c l a u s e  i n  v. 7 i s ,  
"Upon t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  week.. .Paul preached unto  
them." The dependent c lause  ("when t h e  d i s c i p l e s  came 
t o g e t h e r  t o  break bread") i s  a n o n - r e s t r i c t i v e  c l a u s e  
grammatically ( t e l l i n g  us  something about  t h e  'If i rs t  
day of t h e  week"--that i t  t h e  day when t h e  d i s c i -  
p l e s  come t o g e t h e r  t o  break bread) . Campbell s a y s ,  
"All a n t i q u i t y  concurs i n  ev inc ing  t h a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  a l l  t h e  churches broke bread once a 
week. . , I t  was t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  a l l  t h e  weekly 
assemblies  of t h e  brethren."  Klingman i n  h i s  "Church 
His tory  f o r  Busy People" says,  "Many a u t h o r i t i e s  could 
be quoted t o  prove t h e  t r u t h f u l n e s s  of t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  
b u t  i t  i s  n o t  c a l l e d  i n  q u e s t i o n  by any one who h a s  
c a r e f u l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t , "  Congregations to-  
day seeking t o  be New Testament congregat ions have t h e  
Lord's supper each week. 

What a p r i v i l e g e  it  i s  f o r  t h e  Troas congregat ion 
t o  have t h e  g r e a t  a p o s t l e  w i t h  them as i t  g a t h e r s  f o r  
t h e  weekly communion and t o  have him preach t o  them! 
I t  i s  an evening meeting. I n  congregat ions where t h e r e  
are s l a v e s ,  as i s  o f t e n  t h e  case i n  G e n t i l e  country,  
t h e  s l a v e s  cannot assemble i n  daytime. The evening 
hour enables  them t o  meet a f t e r  t h e  day ' s  work i s  ov- 
er .  

The "upper chamber" (v. 8) ( " t h i r d  l o f t "  o r  t h i r d  
story--v. 9) where t h e  meeting i s  being h e l d  is  t h e  
top  f l o o r  of  a well-to-do member 's  house,  o r  i t  may be 
ren ted .  With a l a r g e  crowd i n  t h e  room and Paul  
preaching a longer-than-usual message, and w i t h  t h e  
many l i g h t s  bo th  burning up t h e  oxygen i n  t h e  a i r  and 
c r e a t i n g  h e a t ,  It i s  no wonder t h a t  young man Eutychus 
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  window f a l l s  a s l e e p  and tumbles o u t  t o  
h i s  death (v.  9 ) .  This  emergency s t o p s  t h e  meeting, 
and Paul  and t h e  group rush down where h i s  l i f e l e s s  
body is  l y i n g .  But t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  end of t h e  young 

i s  

U 
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man, f o r  Paul  miraculously r e s t o r e s  him t o  l i f e  (v. 
10,12). I n  so doing; he j o i n s  t h a t  select  group who 
have exerc ised  resurrection-power ( E l i j a h ,  E l i s h a ,  Je- 
s u s  and P e t e r ) .  

S ince  i t  i s  a f t e r  midnight when Paul r e t u r n s  t o  
t h e  meeting h a l l  and breaks bread (v.  10) makes i t  
t h e  next  day and n o t  t h e  f i r s t  day of I'le week. Is 
t h i s  communion n o t  on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  week? I f  
they are us ing  Jewish t i m e ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  t h e  f i r s t  day 
of t h e  week a f t e r  midnight, f o r  Jewish days run from 
sundown t o  sundown. If it  i s  Roman t i m e  ( t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
w e  u s e ) ,  t h e r e  are two p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  pro- 
blem: (1) They have been so  engrossed wi th  P a u l ' s  
preaching t h a t  they have f o r g o t t e n  t h e  t i m e  arid thus 
u n w i t t i n g l y  p a r t a k e  of i t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  
week i s  over;  o r  (2) They have a l r e a d y  broken bread i n  
t h e  s e n s e  of t h e  Lord 's  supper,  and t h i s  breaking of 
bread i n  v. 11 i s  t h e  o t h e r  use  of t h a t  expression-- 
t h e  e a t i n g  of food ( see  Luke 2 4 : 3 0 , 3 5 ) .  Luke i s  em- 
p loying  Roman t i m e ,  f o r  i t  says  t h e  reason Paul  speaks 
so  long ( u n t i l  midnight) i s  t h a t  h e  i s  expect ing t o  
d e p a r t  "on t h e  morrow". The next  morning would only be  
"on t h e  morrow" by Roman t i m e .  

A f t e r  t h e  r a i s i n g  of Eutychus i t  appears t h e  ser- 
vice i s  ended, and Paul  eats  and v i s i t s  with them un- 
t i l  h i s  daybreak depar ture .  

QUESTIONS: 1. Where w i l Z  Paul and Luke meet up 
with the other men? 2 .  What f eas t  has j u s t  passed? 
3. By which f e a s t  i s  Paul endeavoring t o  get t o  Jeru- 
salem? 4 .  Why do Christians meet on the f i r s t  day of-' 
the week instead of the seventh? 5. Did Constantine 
change the day of worship from the seventh t o  the 
f i r s t  day of the week, o r  d i d  he merely legalize the 
f i r s t  day of the  week already being observed? 6 .  What 
do the  Christians oome together on the first day of 
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*he week t o  do? 7 .  What speciat p ~ v i t e g e  does the 
Troas congregation have t h i s  f i r s t  day of the week? 
8 .  Who goes t o  steep and faZZs out of a window? 
9. IS the breaking of bread done a f t e r  midnight the 
Lord's supper or an eaxthZy meat? 20 .  When does Paut 
depwt  from Tpoas? 

F. T h p  South t o  MiZetus 
(Study Acts 20: 13-16) 

Paul  chooses t o  walk the  f i r s t  l e g  of t h i s  j o u r -  
ney--from Troas t o  Assos (v. 13) .  It w i l l  be twenty 
miles by land  but  w i l l  have 
t o  circumvent Cape Lectum. This  i n  s p i t e  of no s l e e p  
t h e  n ight  before .  It i s  h i s  own doirlg (v. 1 3 ) ,  evi- 
den t ly  wishing t o  be alone f o r  t h e  day. A l l  he  has  
been through be fo re  him make a day 
a lone  wi th  God a most welcome oppor tun i ty .  S ince  t h e  
sh ip  w i l l  n o t  be obl iga ted  t o  w a i t  f o r  him, h e  i s  
l i k e l y  a t  t h e  Assos harbor  a ,short  t i m e  be fo re  i t s  ar- 
r i v a l .  The s h i p  and Pau l ' s  t r a v e l  companions welcome 
him aboard (v. 14), and they cont inue  south  t o  t h e  
c i t y  of Mftylene, c a p i t a l  of t h e  i s l a n d  of Lesbos. Our 
word "lesbianism" (homosexuality among females)  comes 
from t h i s  i s l a n d ' s  name where t h i s  practice became 
popular j u s t  as "sodomy" (homosexual.ity among men) 
comes from Sodom where i t  w a s  p r a c t i c e d ,  The next 
day 's  s a i l i n g  b r ings  them as f a r  as t h e  i s l a n d  of  Chi- 
os and t h e  next day t o  Samos (ASV) o r  a t  Trogyllium 
near  Samos (KJV). Samos is  t h e  name of bo th  an i s l a n d  
and a c i t y  on the  i s l a n d .  Trqgyllium is a pen insu la  
from t he  mainland t h a t  comes wi th in  a m i l e  of t h e  isle 
of Samos. Another day br ings them t o  Mi le tus ,  an i m d  
por tan t  s eapor t  on the  west coas t  of Asia Minor. Pau l  
has purposely go t t en  on a sh ip  t h a t  i s  n o t  s topping  a t  
Ephesus, which they have by-passed on t h e i r  way t o  M i -  
le tus ,  f o r  he is  s t i l l  hurrying t o  g e t  t o  Jerusalem by 
Pentecost  (u. 16) .  

f o r t y  by sea as t h e  s h i p  

and t h a t  which i s  
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I f  you look  a t  t h e  map covering t h i s  Third Tour, 
you w i l l  see P a u l  has  been s a i l i n g  south  j u s t  o f f  t h e  
wes te rn  s h o r e l i n e  of  A s i a  Minor and between i ts  coas t  
and t h e  Greek i s l a n d s  Lesbos, Chios, and Samos j u s t  
o f f  that  c o a s t .  

QUESTIONS: 1. To what .town has PauZ chosen t o  waZk? 
2.  How long a t r i p  is it for  him? 3. Sailing from As- 
sos t o  Miletus takes them south down the western coast 
of w h a t  Zand? 4 .  a u t  Gmek isZands are j u s t  t o  tho 
west of t h e i r  route? 

G. Miletus 
(Study Acts 20:17-38) 

Having t h e  e l d e r s  come from Ephesus (about 30 
m i l e s )  wh i l e  t h e  s h i p  is  stopped i n  Miletus  harbor 
means P a u l  w i l l  be ready t o  go t o  Jerusalem whenever 
t h e  s h i p  p u l l s  ou t .  

The words of Paul t o  t h e  Ephesian e l d e r s  corning 
up are among, t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n  a l l  t h e  New Testament. 
The words recorded i n  v. 18-35 are worthy of anybody's 
memorization. Preachers  e s p e c i a l l y  w i l l  f i n d  va luable  
though t s  i n  them. Bruce says ,  "This speech i s  q u i t e  
d i s t i n c t i v e  among a l l  t h e  speeches repor ted  i n  Acts. 
It i s  t h e  only  Pau l ine  speech de l ive red  t o  Chr i s t i ans  
which Luke has  recorded." 

F i r s t ,  Pau l  s ays  they know t h a t  from t h e  f i r s t  
day he,came i n t o  t h e i r  province t h e  f a i t h f u l  l i f e  of 
service he  has l i v e d  among them (v. 1 8 ) ,  se rv ing  t h e  
Lord humbly amid both  tears and temptat ions (v. 19) ,  
h o l d i n g  back noth ing  from them t h a t  would be h e l p f u l  
t o  them, f o r  he  exemplif ied h i s  teaching ("shewed 
you") and taught  them p u b l i c l y  ( i n  t h e  synagogue) and 
from house t o  house (v. 20) as he  sought t o  gee both 
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Jews and Gen t i l e s  t o  repent toward God and b e l i e v e  i n  
t h e  Lord J e sus  (v. 2 1 ) .  I n  t h e  foregoing  we n o t e  an 
emphasis on s t a b i l i t y  i n  s p i t e  of ha rdsh ips  t o  be  suf -  
f e r e d  i n  se rv ing  God. Through t h e  c e n t u r i e s  God's ser- 
van t s  have shown themselves t o  be  made out  of t h e  
r i g h t  material, Among the  many c o n t r a s t s  s o  o f t e n  ob- 
se rvable  i n  people who p ro fes s  t o  be  church l e a d e r s  
and Paul are the  humble a t t i t u d e  of Paul ,  h i s  tears of 
concern, and t h e  ly ing  i n  wait of h i s  fellow-country 
men f o r  him. We note  too  t h a t  Pau l  n o t  on ly  taught  b u t  
l i v e d  what he preached. And he  w a s  n o t  only w i l l i n g  t o  
speak pub l i c ly  but  t o  go i n t o  t h e  homes of t h e  l o s t  
wi th  the  message of Chr i s t .  A.nd f i n a l l y  we n o t e  he  
went t o  both Jews and Gen t i l e s  and c a r r i e d  t h e  same 
message t o  both.  

Turning from h i s  past  among them Pau l  now t u r n s  
t o  h i s  unce r t a in  f u t u r e .  Paul  te l ls  them t h a t  i n  each 
c i t y  where he has been the  Holy S p i r i t  h a s  d e l i v e r e d  
t o  him through an insp i r ed  man t h a t  "bonds and a f f l i c -  
t i ons"  await him a t  Jerusalem (v.  2 2 , 2 3 ) .  But w e  see 
t h e  s t r e n g t h  of Pau l ' s  f a i t h  and ded ica t ion  t o  God 
when he says ,  "None of these  t h i n g s  move m e ,  n e i t h e r  
count Imy  l i f e  dear  unto myself ,  s o  t h a t  I might f i n -  
i s h  my course with joy  and t h e  minis t ry"  of preaching 
t h e  gospel  of God's grace (v.  2 4 ) .  This  same s p i r i t  
came t o  cha rac t e r i ze  the  many mar tyrs  who w i l l i n g l y  
l a i d  down t h e i r  l ives  f o r  t h e  Lord J e s u s ,  and every  
C h r i s t i a n  needs t h i s  same immoveableness. 

i s  heading f o r  Jerusalem where 
he  w i l l  be taken p r i sone r  f o r  a number of yea r s  ( f i r s t  
a t  Jerusalem, then a t  Caesarea, and f i n a l l y  a t  Rome), 
Af t e r  he i s  released a t  Rome, it seems obvious t h a t  h e  
does r e v i s i t  Ephesus (I T i m .  1 : 3 )  as w e l l  as Troas a- 
bove Ephesus (11 T i m .  4 : 1 3 )  and Mi le tus  below Ephesus 
(I1 T i m .  4 : 2 0 ) .  This poses a problem when i n  v. 25 h e  
i s  conf ident  he  w i l l  never see t h e  Ephesian b r e t h r e n  
aga in .  In poss ib l e  so lu t ion  of  t h e  problem "Exposi- 
t o r ' s  Greek New Testament" says  P a u l ' s  s ta tement  h e r e  
i n  v. 25 i s  "no i n f a l l i b l e  present iment  o r  p r o p h e t i c  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  Paul  
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i n s p i r a t i o n  b u t  a personal  conv ic t ion  based on human 
p r o b a b i l i t i e s ,  which w a s  over ru led  by subsequent  
events .  The word cannot f a i r l y  be  taken  t o  mean more 
Ghan t h i s ,  f o r  i n  t h e  same context  the Apostle himself  
had d i s t i n c t l y  disclaimed a f u l l  knowledge of t h e  fu-  
t u r e ,  v. 23." The same source goes on t o  s a y ,  "If  
' o ida '  ( t h e  Greek word t r a n s l a t e d  'know' i n  v .  25) i s  
t o  be p re s sed  h e r e  i n t o  a claim of i n f a l l i b l e  know- 
ledge ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see why it  should n o t  b e  a l -  
s o  so p res sed  i n  P h i l .  1:25 where t h e  Apostle express -  
es h i s  s u r e  conv ic t ion  of a release from h i s  Roman im-  
prisonment.  Compare a l s o  Acts 26:27 where Paul  u s e s  
t h e  same ve rb  i n  express ing  h i s  f i r m  persuasion of A- 
g r i p p a ' s  b e l i e f  b u t  s u r e l y  n o t  any i n f a l l i b l e  know- 
ledge  of Agrippa 's  hear t . ' '  

J u s t  as t h e  aged prophet  Samuel dec lared  h i s  
service t o  Israel t o  be  free from covetousness and 
d ishones ty  (I Sam. 12:l-5) so does Pau l  d e c l a r e  h i s  
f a i t h f u l n e s s  i n  proclaiming ' 'all t h e  counsel of God" 
t o  them (v. 26,27). For a background understanding of 
being "pure from t h e  blood of a l l  men" see both  Eze. 
3:17-19 and ou r  comment on Acts 18:6.  Preachers  are 
n o t  c a l l e d  t o  preach  part  of t h e  counsel  of God b u t  
a l l  of i t  (Matt. 28:20) n o t  what people  want t o  h e a r  
b u t  what Christ commands t o  be  preached ( G a l .  1:lO and 
I1 Tim. 4:2-4). Such obedience t o  t h i s  d iv ine  c a l l i n g  
demands conv ic t ion ,  dedica t ion ,  and reverence  and god- 
Py fear. Because of  t h i s  Jas. 3 : l  s a y s ,  "Be n o t  many 
of you t e a c h e r s ,  my b re th ren ,  knowing t h a t  we s h a l l  
receive h e a v i e r  judgment" (ASV) . 

Having spoken about himself Pau l  now addres ses  
t h e  e l d e r s  w i th  r e fe rence  t o  themselves and t h e i r  
work, c a l l i n g  on them t o  take heed (1) t o  themselves, 
and (2)  t o  t h e  f l o c k  over  which they have been d iv ine -  
l y  placed as o v e r s e e r s  (v. 28) .  A l l  persons  must t a k e  
heed t o  themselves be fo re  they do t h e i r  work, f o r  
wi thout  t h i s  t hey  are n o t  s p i r i t u a l l y  f i t  t o  b e  doing 
any work f o r  God. Beams must be  e x t r a c t e d  from our  
eyes  b e f o r e  we can  see c l e a r l y  t o  extract motes from 
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o t h e r s '  eyes (Matt. 7:5) .  Unless a t t e n t i o n  i s  pa id  t o  
one 's  own s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  i n  t i m e  he w i l l  n o t  want t o  
do any work for  God, Of course,  l e a d e r s  must t a k e  heed 
t o  the  work they have been given t o  do, f o r  t hey  w i l l  
be c a l l e d  t o  render  an account i n  judgment (Heb. 13: 
17) j u s t  l i k e  any Chr i s t i an  w i l l  be c a l l e d  t o  account  
(Matt. 2 5 : 1 4 - 3 0 ) .  The ser iousness  of t h e  e l d e r s '  work 
i s  seen when i t  i s  no t  merely Ira church" t h a t  they  are 
t o  oversee but  " the  church of God", and t h a t  "pur- 
chased with h i s  own blood"! 

V. 28 p o i n t s  ou t  the  Holy S p i r i t  as t h e  g r e a t  Ar-  
c h i t e c t  of t he  church,  H e  has  made t h e  e l d e r s  t h e  ov- 
erseers of t h e  congregation. They should t h e r e f o r e  do 
t h a t  work, and people  should recognize t h e i r  respons i -  
b i l i t y  t o  be the  overseers .  A s  shepherds they  are n o t  
only t o  oversee t h e  f lock  but  t o  "feedt" i t .  T h i s  they  
do by providing the  s p i r i t u a l  food ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  God's 
Word) t h a t  each sheep needs, I P e t .  5:l-4 i s  a f u l l e r  
.statement of t h e i r  r o l e .  

Note t h a t  t h e  "church" i s  c a l l e d  t h e  "flock" i n  
v. 28 j u s t  as i t  i s  ca l l ed  a "body" i n  Col. l : M ,  a 
"house" (temple) i n  1 Tim. 3:15, a "kingdom" i n  Matt. 
16:18,19, and o t h e r  des igna t ions  i n  o t h e r  passages .  

I n  t h e i r  overseeing t h e  f l o c k  t h e  e l d e r s  are t o  
be on guard a g a i n s t  two l i k e l y  enemies: (1) wolves 
from the  ou t s ide ,  and (2)  l e a d e r s  from w i t h i n  t h e  con- 
grega t ion  (maybe some of t h e  e l d e r s  themselves,  Boles 
th inks)  who w i l l  l e a d  away d i s c i p l e s  a f t e r  them (v. 
29 ,30) .  The wolves who w i l l  no t  s p a r e  t h e  f l o c k  b u t  
ravage i t  w i l l  be f a l s e  teachers  (compare Matt. 7:15). 
It is  ead, bu t  they w i l l  adverse ly  a f f e c t  some of t h e  
very people whom Paul  has wgn t o  C h r i s t .  Between 
Pau l ' s  two imprisonmeds a t  Rome Timothy i s  later l e f t  
a t  Ephesus t o  "charge some t h a t  they teach  no o t h e r  
doc t r ine"  (I T i m .  1 :3 ) .  Such a concent ra ted  e f f o r t  t o  
keep f a l s e  t eache r s  ou t  of_Ephesus must have pa id  o f f ,  
f o r  when John wrote the  book of Revela t ion  Jesus s a i d  
t o  the  church a t  Ephesus, "Thou c a n s t  no t  bea r  them 
t h a t  are e v i l :  and thou h a s t  t r i e d  them which say  they  
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are a p o s t l e s ,  and are n o t ,  and h a s t  found them liars" 
(Rev. 2:2).  However t h a t  wes te rn  p a r t  of Asia Minor 
la ter  became t h e  scene  of many end le s s  r e l i g i o u s  con- 
t r o v e r s i e s  so t h a t  most of t h e  ecumenical church coun- 
c i l s  of  t h e  e a r l y  c e n t u r i e s  were convened wi th in  rea- 
s o n a b l e  proximi ty  of Ephesus inc lud ing  t h e  Council of 
Ephesus i t s e l f  i n  431:  Council of Nicea (325), Council 
of  Cons tan t inop le  (3811, Council  of Chalcedon (451 ) ,  
Counci l  of Constant inople  (553) CourLciZ of Constan- 
t i n o p l e  (680,681) a and Council  of Micea (787) a Even 
t h o s e  who would arise from t h e  congregation i t s e l f  
would be  "speaking perverse  th ings"  and would "draw a- 
way d i s c i p l e s  a f t e r  them" (v. 30). Boles remarks, "The 
church a t  Ephesus became no to r ious  i n  a f t e r  days as a 
seat of a g r e a t  Gnost ic  heresy.  Even i n  t h e  New Testa- 
ment; w r i t i n g s  n o t  fewer than  s i x  of t h e  p ioneers  of 
t h e s e  f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  are mentioned as belonging t o  
Ephesus; t hey  are Hymanaeus and Alexander (I T i m .  1: 
20), Phygelus and Hermugenes (I1 T i m .  1:15),  and Phi- 
l e t u s .  I n  I11 John 9 we read  of Diotrophes who 15ved 
a t  Ephesus . I' 

It is  a grave  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  Paul  i s  l ay ing  on 
t h e  e l d e r s  when he  t e l l s  them t o  "watch" f o r  these  
t h i n g s ,  reminding them t h a t  dur ing  t h e  th ree  yea r s  he 
w a s  i n  Ephesus he  warned them about t h i s  "night and 
day w i t h  tears" (v. 31). A s  you can see, Paul  is  no 
d r y  theo log ian  do l ing  o u t  deep thoughts without con- 
c e r n  f o r  t h e  people  themselves. Not only has  he warned 
w i t h  "tears" i n  Ephesus, bu t  "out of much a f f l i c t i o n  
and anguish  of  h e a r t ' l h e  wrote t o  t h e  Corfnthians (11 
Cor. 2 : 4 ) ;  h e  has warned t h e  P h i l i p p i a n  church wi th  
weeping about  t hose  who were t h e  enemies of t h e  c ros s  
of C h r i s t  ( P h i l .  3:18); and he  had "grea t  heaviness  
and c o n t i n u a l  sorrow" i n  h i s  h e a r t  over  t h e  l o s t n e s s  
of  h i s  people  Israel (Rom. 9:1,2; 1 0 : l ) o  

With V .  32 Pau l  begins t o  enter i n t o  h i s  p a r t i n g  
thoughts  t o  t h e s e  t o  whom h e  has  committed grave re- 
b p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  We says,  "I commend you t o  God"--I 
speak w e l l  of you to God, asking  H i s  b l e s s ing  t o  be 
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upon you, something they will r e a l l y  need $ i n  t h e  t a s k  
before  them. But  he  also says h e  commends them " to  t h e  
word of h i s  grace", But how can he cornmend them t o  
something impersonal? It seems t o  t h i s  writer he  i s  
necessa r i ly  personi fy ing  God's Word so  t h a t  j u s t  as he 
i s  asking God t o  b l e s s  these  e l d e r s ,  he i s  a l s o  ask ing  
God's gradious Word t o  bui ld  them up and make them 
s t rong  f o ~  t h e i r  work and a l s o  t o  ke.ep them so they  
w i l l  be pa r t ake r s  of t h e  d iv ine  i n h e r i t a n c e  along wi th  
o t h e r s  who are s a n c t i f i e d .  ' 

"Sanct i f ied" i s  a Greek ve rb  used 29 times i n  t h e  
D N e w  Testament which i n  i t s  noun forms ( s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  

o r  ho l iness )  i s  used another  1 4  times and which i n  i t s  
a d j e c t i v e  form (holy) o r  noun form ( s a i n t )  is  used,  
would you be l i eve ,  another  234 times. That makes i t  
used i n  one form o r  another  277 times i n  t h e  New Tes -  
tament! And y e t  i t  i s  a word seldom heard today i n  
teaching and preaching and i n  t h e  conversa t ions  of re- 
l i g i o u s  people;  Note t h a t  t h e  " inhe r i t ance"  (heaven) 
i s  f o r  those 'who are " sanc t i f i ed" .  Without h o l i n e s s  
( 'sanctification'--ASV) no man w i l l  g e t  t o  see God 0 (Heb. 12:14). A worldly person i s  n o t  s a n c t i f i e d  nor  
i s  an unconsecrated person.  We must be sepa ra t ed  from 
t h e  e v i l  of t h e  world and be set  apart t o  t h e  service 
and transforming power of God! 

H i s  p a r t i n g  r e fe rence  i s  t h a t  they  ' w i l l  ' f inan-  
c i a l l y  support  those who are i n  d i r e  c i rcumstances ,  
("laboring y e  ought t o  support  t h e  weak"--v. 35; com- 
pa re  Eph. 4 : 2 8  and I John 3:17,18) i n  which he  reminds 
them of h i s  own t o i l  while  i n  Ephesus ' t o  provide  n o t  
on ly  f o r  himself yho were wi th  him (v. 

[31.pl.us "I have coveted no man's s i lver ,  o r  go ld ,  o r  
apparel"--v. 33) and a l s o  recal ls  an e v i d e n t l y  w e l l  
known statement  of J e sus  though i t  i s  n o t  found i n  
F i t h e r  of o u r  gospel  a ounts  ("It i s  more b l e s sed  t o  

L i v e  than t o  receive" (vP ,35')~. Je$us  subscr ibed  t o  
t h i s  t r u t h  h imsel f ,  f o r  He rece ived  l i t t l e  bu t  gave 

eldom but  helped f r e q u e n t l y ,  f o r  
be, min is te red  unto ,  bu t  t o  m i n i s t e r .  

but  f o r  those 
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and t o  give h i s  l i f e  a ransom for many" (Matt, 26):28). 
And y e t  you hear people saying they are taking care of 
No. 1 (themselves) as an excuse for mot doing amre for 
others or the Lord's work. How unlike Chriet! 

It is  time to  get t o  the sh ip  beforre i t  pulls 
aut .  They a l l  kneel down and pray and cry and hug h f i  
and kiss him (v. 36,37). It is an extremely emDtionaJ. 
parting for both him and them, for they don't expect 
t o  see each o ther  any more on t h i s  ear th  (v. 38). And 
YQU can be sure tha t  nobody leaves, but they a l l  ac- 
company him to t he  ship (v. 38). 

QUESTIONS: 1. Who comes t o  Pad at Mitetau while 
the sh ip  fs stopped? 2. TeZZ 80m Of the thing% Paut 
.says about h i s  paat tabors i n  Qdaesus? 3. What prob- 
lem does he t e t t  t h e m  awaits him at Jerusalem? 1. Does 
he expect ever. t o  be baok a t  Ephesw? 5. Doe8 %t up- 
pear that he did eventuatty get baok to  Ephesus? 
6 .  TO w h u t  2 matters does Paut tezz the e t d e ~ s  t o  take 
heed? 7. who ha8 designed the sldem t o  be '60ve~8ee~8" 
i n  the congregation? 8. They a m  warned t o  be m 
guard against what 2 t i k e t y  enemies t o  ths omgmga- 
tion? 9. What proof does Churoh Histow hter pmsent 
that western Asia d id  become a hotbed of false teaoh- 
ings? 10. How many times is some f o m  of the Gmek wrd 
"sanctify1' used i n  the New Testament? 11. What Cn- 
stmct ion does Paut give t h e m  conosming hetping tbtw 
who are i n  dire need in @hesus? 12. In 80 doh@ what  
well known statement of Jesus does he quote whsch $8 
not found in any of the gospet amount8 but ontg hem? 
23, Tet t  of their par t ing .  

H. Vogage t o  Turn 
(Rudy Acts 2l:l-Q) 

Sail ing is favorable, for they go gar "stra48ht 
course unto h08" (v. 1) a distance of about 40 ar18as 
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s o u t h  of Mi le tus .  Coos i s  the  i s l a n d  where Hippocra tes  
( t h e  f a t h e r  of medicine) l i v e d  some f o u r  hundred y e a r s  
before  C h r i s t .  Another day of s a i l i n g  b r i n g s  them t o  
t h e  famous harbor of Rhodes-famous f o r  t h e  one-time 
loca t ion  of t he  Colossus of Rhodes, a g i g a n t i c  s t a t u e  
of Helios made out  of b ra s s  t h a t  was so t a l l  t h a t  
sh ips  entered and l e f t  t h e  harbor  by s a i l i n g  between 
i t s  Legs. It was one of t he  seven wonders of t h e  an- 
c i e n t  world and was destroyed by an ear thquake  i n  224 
B , C .  

Their  next  s top  is  a t  Patara where Pau l  g e t s  on a 
s h i p  s a i l i n g  t o  Phenic ia  (v. 2).  This  s h i p  circles a- 
round Cyprus and heads f o r  Tyre where i t  i s  t o  unload 
(v,  3 ) .  

Now t h a t  Paul i s  on land ,  he  can b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  
h i s  a r r iva l - t ime  a t  Jerusalem wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
coming Feast of Pentecos t ,  f o r  he can e i t h e r  go t o  Je- 
rusalem by foo t  o r  p a r t  way by s h i p  and t h e  rest by 
f o o t .  He w i l l  go by s h i p  and even have t i m e  t o  spend 
seven days wi th  t h e  church h e r e  a t  Tyre (v. 4 ) .  Here 
a l s o  t r o u b l e  is f o r e t o l d  f o r  h i m  a t  Je rusa lem (v. 4 ) .  
Again as he  depa r t s  from b re th ren  f o r  Jerusalem, t h e r e  
is prayer with him--this time "on the  shore",  knee l -  
ing ,  and every age i s  the re  (men, women, and c h i l d -  
r en ) .  No doubt they cont inue waving t o  him u n t i l  t h e  
sh ip  f i n a l l y  d isappears  from s i g h t .  

QUESTIONS: 1. f i a t  famqus man once Ziued a t  Coos? 
2 ,  What o w e  g2.cL.ced *he harbor of Rhodes? 
tara PauZ gets on a ship going t o  what @ace? 4 .  HOU 
many days does Paut get  t o  spend with the church at 
Tyre? 
Tyre . 

3. A$ Pa- 

5. TeZZ of h i s  parting from tlae Christians a t  
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I .  PtoZemais 
(Study Acts 21:7) 

P to l ema i s  is  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of the  b i g  bay on 
t h e  Mediterranean.  It i s  a l a t e r  name f o r  Accho( 
(Acre) o f  Old Testament times. It i s  one of t h e  
w o r l d ' s  o l d e s t  c i t i es ,  occupying the important pos i -  
t i o n  of  "gateway c i t y "  from t h e  Mediterranean t o  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  of P a l e s t i n e  via t h e  P l a i n  of Esdraelon east 
of i t .  He spends bu t  one day he re  before  cont inuing 
h i s  j ou rney  southward t o  Caesarea. 

QUESTIONS: 2 .  Where is PtoZemais? 2 ,  What was its 
3. How did i t s  geographicaZ Zoca- oZd l'artament name? 

t i on  make it an important city? 
a t  Pt o Zemais ? 

4.  HOW Zong is Paul 

Pau l  i s  back i n  the  c i t y  where yea r s  ago he  took 
s h i p  f o r  h i s  hometown Tarsus when t h e  Lord warned him 
t o  g e t  o u t  of Jerusalem (Acts 9:28-30) and where he 
w i l l  later spend two yea r s  as a p r i sone r .  This s t o p  
f i n d s  him a gues t  i n  the  good home of P h i l i p  t h e  evan- 
g e l i s t .  This  is  n o t  P h i l i p  t h e  a p o s t l e  but  t h e  P h i l i p  
who preached t o  t h e  Eth iopian  years  back and preached 
his way n o r t h  u n t i l  he came he re  t o  Caesarea (Acts 8: 
40). Our suppos i t i on  i s  t h a t  P h i l i p  has  made t h i s  h i s  
base of e v a n g e l i s t i c , o p e r a t i o n s  ever s ince .  Spec ia l  
mention is  made of P h i l i p ' s  f o u r  v i r g i n  daughters  a l l  
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of whom possess t h e  g i f t  of prophecy (v. 9 ) .  While 
prolonging h i s  v i s i t  wi th  P h i l i p ' s  family f o r  several 
days, t h e  Judean prophet Agabus, who earlier prophe- 
s i e d  a t  Antioch t h e  famine t h a t  caused t h e  SAntioch 
church t o  send an o f f e r i n g  t o  Je rusa lem (Acts 11:27- 
30), comes where Paul  is  and l i k e w i s e  p r e d i c t s  the 
coming impric;onment of Paul  a t  Jerusalem (v. 10,ll) , 
Both P a u l ' s  p a r t y  and P h i l i p ' s  family e a r n e s t l y  beg 
Paul  n o t  t o  cont inue h i s  t r i p  t o  Jerusalem under t h e  
condi t ions  (v. 1 2 ) .  But Paul  remains undis turbed  by 
t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  and unaffected by t h e  b r e t h r e n ' s  plead-  
i n g s  (v. 13). F i n a l l y  t h e  b r e t h r e n  j u s t  s a y ,  "The w i l l  
of t h e  Lord be done" (v. 1 4 ) .  

QUESTIONS: I ,  In whose home i n  Caesarea i s  Paul a 0 guest? 2. Wkt i s  said about h i s  4 daughters? 3.  T e l l  
- of Agabus's v i s i t  aad prophecy? 4 .  Who urges Paul not  

1 t o  continue h i s  j o w e y  t o  JerusaZem? i! 
n 

K. To Jerusakm 
(Study Acts 21: 15-19) 

Accompanying Paul  and p a r t y  from Caesarea t o  Je- 
rusalem is Mnason from t h e  isle of Cyprus c a l l e d  "an 
o l d  d i s c i p l e ' '  by t h e  King James b u t  "an e a r l y  d i s c i -  
ple"  by t h e  American Standard (v. 1 6 ) .  Like Barnabas 
from Cyprus h e  ev ident ly  accepted the gospe l  a t  
very  e a r l y  t i m e .  A t  Jerusalem t h e y  are t o  lodge with 
him, so  he  must own some proper ty  t h e r e .  

A t  Jerusalem Paul  i s  warmly welcomed by the 
b r e t h r e n  (v. 171, and a t  a meet ing o f  James (the 
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Lord ' s  b r o t h e r  and prominent Jerusalem a p o s t l e )  and 
t h e  e l d e r s  he  r e p o r t s  t o  them on h i s  God-blessed work 
among t h e  G e n t i l e s  (v. l S , l 9 ) ,  I n  t h e  later yea r s  of 
t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  h i s t o r y  t e l l s  u s  of  t h e i r  s c a t t e r i n g  t o  
d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  f i n a l   EXES of service. 
With only  James mentioned h e r e ,  we wonder i f  t h a t  
s c a t t e r i n g  has n o t  a l r eady  taken p l ace .  

QUESTIONS: 1 .  Who accompanies PauZ and h i s  p m t y  
the r e s t  of the way t o  JerusaZem? 
mentioned as being i n  Jerusalem when Paul arrives and 
reports h i s  labors among the Geneiles? 

2 .  Which apostle is 


