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CHAPTER 1 

The Church i s  Established 

I .  Background 

A .  Luke Recounts Certa<n Pre-Ascension Events 
(Study Acts 1:l-3) 

The "former treatise" which t h e  author  has  writ- 
t e n  t o  Theophilus (v. 1) is t h e  book of Luke. The Gos- 
p e l  of Luke i s  w e l l  descr ibed  as s e t t i n g  for.th what 
"Jesus  began both t o  do and teach u n t i l  t he  day i n  
which H e  w a s  t aken  up" (v. 1 , 2 ) *  f o r  t h a t  gospel  ac- 
count  covers  t h e  l i f e  of J e s u s  c l e a r  t o  t h e  day of His 
ascens ion  ( s e e  Luke 24:50,51). 

means " lover  of God". Some conjec- 
t u r e  t h a t  "Theophilus" i s  n o t  a real person but any 
" lover  of God". But n o t i c e  he i s  c a l l e d  "most excel- 
l e n t  Theophilus" i n  Luke 1:3,  which p o i n t s  no t  only t o  
h i s  be ing  a person i n  real l i f e  but t o  being a govern- 
ment o f f i c i a l .  Note t h a t  t h e  governor F e l i x  is addses- 
sed as "most e x c e l l e n t  Fe l ix"  i n  Acts  23:26 and 24:3. 

The "commandments" Je sus  gave H i s  a p o s t l e s  be- 
f o r e  H i s  ascens ion  (v. 2) are t h e  commandments of t h e  
Great Commission, 

We are e n t i r e l y  indebted  t o  v. 3 f o r  information 
on how long  J e s u s  was he re  on e a r t h  a f te r  H i s  resur- 
r e c t i o n .  "Forty days" is n e a r l y  six weeks and c l o s e  t o  
one-half of one of our ca lendar  seasons.  Those days 
were spent  (1) demonstrating b y  a v a r i e t y  of r e l i a b l e  
proofs  t o  H i s  a p o s t l e s  (and o the r  w i tnes ses  most of 
whsm are l i s t e d  i n  I Cor. 15:5-7 t h a t  He i s  indeed 
a l ive from t h e  dead, and (2) i n s t r u c t i n g  them f u r t h e r  
concerning the corning kingdom, 

"Theophilus" 
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1 -has' writ-ten t o  Theophilus? 2 ,  What does trTheophiZus 
QUESTIONS: 1. f i a t  was the ttformer t rea t i se"  zuke 

mean? 
TheophJZus? 
jus$ before ascending? 
tween the resurrection and the  ascension? ' 6 .  what tmo 
things does Jesus do i n  those days? 

3. R a t  is meant by cal l ing him ttmost excelZenttr 
4 .  what %ornmandnvntstt does Jesus g i v e  

5 ,  How many d a y s  i s  it be- 

P 
B.  Ascension Day 

(Study Acts 1:4-11) 

Though t h e  a p o s t l e s  are from Galilee (v .  11) , Je- 
sus  has  t o l d  them n o t  t o  r e t u r n  there b u t  remain i n  
Jerusalem f o r  the 'coming of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  upon them 
(compare Luke 24:49). The S p i r i t ' s  coming w i l l  b e  a 

n f u l f i l l m e n t  of what John t h e  B a p t i s t  p rophes ied  con- 
Licerning J e s u s '  b a p t i z i n g  wi th  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  (Ma t t .  

Thei r  q u e s t i o n ,  " W i l t  thou a t  t h i s  t i m e  r e s t o r e  
./-/again the  kingdom t o  Israel?" (v. 6)  shows t h a t  even 

a f t e r  J e sus '  having taught  them more about  the kingdom 
during those  f o r t y  days,  they s t i l l  do n o t  have e v e r y -  
th ing  s t r a i g h t  about t h e  kingdom. T h e i r  coming i n s p i -  
r a t i o n  by the S p i r i t  w i l l  t a k e  care of t h a t ,  f o r  t h e y  
w i l l  speak t h e r e a f t e r  as t h e  S p i r i t  i n s p i r e s  them and 
g ives  them u t t e r a n c e .  The S p i r i t  w i l l  f i n i s h  t e a c h i n g  
what they  have n o t  been a b l e  t o  comprehend while J e s u s  
was wi th  them (John 16:12,13). 

V.  8 g i v e s  u s  t h e  9rder of p l a c e s  t h e y  w i l l  
preach. They are t o  begin i n  "Jerusalem". This w i l l  b e  
according t o  both  Isa. 2:2,3 and Luke 24:47. Then 
a f t e r  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  of t h e  Jerusalem c o n g r e g a t i o n  
(Acts 8:l) t h e  gospe l  w i l l  go o u t  i n t o  "Judea" (the 
d i s t r i c t  around Jerusalem) and n o r t h  t o  "Samaria" (by 
P h i l i p  i n  Acts 8 ) ,  and t h e n  t o  t h e  %t te rmost  p a r t s  of 
t he  ear th"  (by .Paul and o t h e r s ,  Acts 13:46 ,47) ,  Some 
have s a i d  v. 8 conta ins  a m i n i a t u r e  o u t l i n e  of  the 

3:ll). 

ii 
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whole book of Acts :  (1) t h e  gospe l  t o  Jerusalem-chap- 
ters 1-7; (2)  the gospe l  t o  Judea and Samaria--chap- 
ters 8-12; and (3 )  t h e  gospe l  t o  t h e  ut termost  p a r t  of 
t h e  ear th- -chapters  13-28. 

A f t e r  t hus  speaking t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  as t o  where 
they  are t o  bea r  witness of H i m ,  He begins  t o  arise 
b o d i l y  from the  e a r t h  i n  a s i g h t  they w i l l  never f o r -  
g e t .  A s  H e  e n t e r s  t he  cloud,  they ev iden t ly  expect Him 
t o  emerge aga in  i n t o  view above i t ,  f o r  they keep 
l ook ing  up (v.9) .  I n t e n t l y  are t h e i r  eyes  and a t t e n -  
t i o n  f i x e d  cloud and t h e  sky t h a t  they ha rd ly  
n o t i c e  t h e  two angels  (men i n  whi te  apparel--compare 
Mark 16:5 and Matt. 28:5,6) ,  who have taken t h e i r  
p l a c e s  nea r  them. Simultaneously they speak and dra-  
m a t i c a l l y  announce t h a t  J e sus  w i l l  someday r e t u r n  j u s t  
as they  have seen H i m  go away. He  has l e f t  i n  a cloud 
and w i l l  r e t u r n  i n  c louds (Rev. 1 :7 ) .  That H e  is  t o  
r e t u r n  someday i s  no t  a new thought t o  the a p o s t l e s ,  
f o r  J e s u s  Himself has  spoken t o  them about it (John 
1 4 : 2 , 3 ;  Matt. 16:27;  e t c . ) .  

on t h e  

QUESTIONS: 1. Where are the apostZes t o  go a f t e r  
Jesus'  ascension? 2 .  What great experience does Jesus 
say they w i Z Z  have within a few days? 3. What ques- 
t i o n  about the kingdom do they ask Jesus? 4 .  Where 
are they t o  begin preaching? 
they preach out i n  Judea and Samaria? 6 .  Who wiZZ be 
the  most responsible f o r  carrying the gospeZ t o  fa r -  
d i s tan t  places? 7 .  Give the miniature outline of the 
book of Acts that  can be drawn from Acts 1 : 8 .  8 .  I n  
the  ascension what receives Jesus out of t he i r  sight? 
9 .  What  do two angeZs dramaticaZZy announce? 

5 .  Af ter  what event w i Z Z  

C .  Apostles cxnd Others Pray and fWa$tlf 
(Study Acts 1:12-14) 

I f  we had only Acts '  account of t he  ascension,  we 
from t h e  very top of would suppose Je sus  has ascended 
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t he  M t .  of Olives j u s t  east of Jerusalem, b u t  Luke 24: 
50 s a y s  J e s u s  l e d  them out "as f a r  as Bethany", bu t  
the American Standard says He l e d  them ou t  " u n t i l  they  
were over  a g a i n s t  Bethany", making i t  a l i t t l e  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  pin-point j u s t  what i s  meant. I n  h i s  "Lands of  
the  Bible"  McGarvey has t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  obse rva t ion :  
llAbout h a l f  a m i l e  sou theas t  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  summit 
of t h e  mount i s  a rounded k n o l l  n e a r l y  o f  the same 
height. . ,Bethany l i es  immediately under th is  k n o l l ,  on 
Its e a s t e r n  s lope ,  and on top of the k n o l l  the d i s c i -  
p l e s  would be 'as f a r  as t o  Bethany' wi thout  be ing  i n  1 i t , "  H e  s ays ,  "This must have been t h e  t r u e  s i te  of 
the ascension." It would s t i l l  be the Mount of Olives 
from which t h e  d i s c i p l e s  r e t u r n  t o  Jerusa lem a f t e r -  
wards, and i t  would be !'over a g a i n s t  Bethany". A %ab- 
ba th  day ' s  journey" (vi 12) i s  what Jewish t r a d i t i o n  
allows a person t o  walk ou t s ide  of Jerusalem on the 
sabbath and 

J e s u s  has  t o l d  them in John 14:L n o t  t o  sorrow 
over H i s  depar ture .  They have now e v i d e n t l y  come t o  
r e a l i z e  t h e  importance of H i s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  heaven, f o r  
Luke 24:52 says they "returned t o  Jerusa lem wi th  g r e a t  
j oy " .  Then, too ,  they have t o  be  e x c i t e d  as they con- 

"Ye shall be 

fl 
11 

[I 

I 
1 

is1 f ixed  a t  7/8 of a m i l e ,  

n template t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  H i s  promise* li bapt ized  wi th  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  n o t  many days hence" 
(v. 5). 

The a p o s t l e s '  names are recorded f o u r  times: Luke 
6:13-16 and Mark 3:13-19 (when H e  chose them); Matt, 

[10:1-7 (when H e  s e n t  them out  i n  p a i r s  t o  p reach) ;  and 
here  i n  V. 13. The Acts' l i s t ,  of course ,  c o n t a i n s  
only e leven  names, f o r  Judas is no more, 

Meeting toge the r  wi th  t h e  e l even  f o r  p raye r  are 
the  f a i t h f u l  women who were a t  t h e  c r o s s  (Matt. 27:55, 
56) and who took s p i c e s  t o  t h e  tomb (Luke 23:55--24: 

a l s o  J e s u s '  mother (and t h i s  i s  t h e  last t i m e  she  
is mentioned i n  the  B ib le ) ,  p l u s  J e s u s '  b r o t h e r s .  We 

su rp r i sed  t o  read of His b r o t h e r s  now be- 
ing  included among t h e  c l o s e s t  f o l l o w e r s  o f  J e sus ,  f o r  

, 
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on ly  a few months be fo re  they  were no t  b e l i e v e r s  
i n  H i m  (John 7:3-5). Evidence p o i n t s  t o  Je sus  f a t h e r  
having been dead f o r  several y e a r s ,  I n  Jewish c u l t u r e  
t h e  care of a widowed mother f e l l  on the shoulders  of  
h e r  o l d e s t  son,  which i n  Mary's family would have been 
J e s u s .  He has  ev iden t ly  taken c a r e  of he r  for q u i t e  
some t i m e  bu t  a t  t h e  c r o s s  commits h e r  t o  the  c a r e  
of the a p o s t l e  John (John 19;26,27). Why does n o t  the 
b r o t h e r  n e x t  t o  J e s u s  i n  age take care o f  her? L i k e l y .  
because their unbel ie f  i n  J e s u s  has caused a r i f t  be- 
tween h e r  and them. We are g lad  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  H i s  
b r o t h e r s  are now on the r i g h t  track, b u t  what has 
brought  about  t h e i r  change? They b e l i e v e  i n  Je sus ,  and 
y e t  n o t  one word has  been preached on Pentecos t  t o  
change them. The key t o  t h e i r  change i s  the  s p e c i a l  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  appearance J e s u s  made t o  one of them-- 
James (I Cor. 15:17), who la ter  became an a d d i t i o n a l  
a p o s t l e  (see Gal. 1 : 18 19) . 

So as t h i s  group " w a i t s "  f o r  t h e  coming of t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  as J e s u s  has  i n s t r u c t e d  them i n  Luke 24:49 
and f o r  the beginning of t h e i r  p reaching ,  they "con- 
t i n u e d  w i t h  one accord i n  p raye r  and auppl ica t ion ."  

QUESTIONS: 1. The names of what mountain and what 
town are connected with Jesus' ascension? 2 .  What  
authori ty  f ixes '  a "sabbath day ' s  journey"? 3. How f a r  
is a sabbath dag's j o m e y ?  4 .  How many times does 
the New Testament l i s t  the apostles' names? 5 .  Why is 
Acts ' s  l i s t  one nwne short? 6 .  What women, whose 
mother, and whose brothers meet wi th  the apostles for 
prayer? 7.  Which of these is it surprising t o  find i n  
the group? 
happy change? 

8 .  What has probably brought about t h e i r  

D. Judas's successor is Mattias 
(Study Acts 1 ~ 1 5 - 2 6 )  

The number of t hese  meeting t o g e t h e r  dur ing  the 
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t e n  days between the  ascension and Pentecos t  h a s  come 
t o  be around 120 (v. 15)--surely too many t o  crowd in -  
t o  the  "upper room" mentioned i n  v. 13. But don ' t  
overlook Luke 2 4 : 5 3 ,  which says  they  were " c o n t i n u a l l y  
i n  t h e  temple,  p r a i s i n g  and b l e s s i n g  God." L i k e l y  i t  
is i n  one of t h e  cour t s  of t h e  temple  where "Pe te r  
s tood up i n  t h e  mfdst of t h e  d i s c i p l e s "  t o  s e c u r e  a 
successor  f o r  Judas ,  Even though they pray ove r  which 
of t h e  two men should be chosen and then  cast l o t s  t o  
determine t h e  mind of God i n  t h e  matter, t h e  l o t  f a l l -  
ing  on Mat th ias  (v.26),  t h e r e  are those  who a rgue  a- 
g a i n s t  t h e  a p s s t l e s h i p  of  Mat th ias  because this is  
done before  P e t e r  i s  i n s p i r e d  on Pen tecos t .  These 
cfaim t h a t  Pau l  i s  Judas ' s  r i g h t f u l  successor .  To u s  
t h e  whole case t u r n s  on whether God accep t s  F la t fh ias  
o r  not ,  If h e  does,  then P e t e r  i s  a c t i n g  under d i r e c -  
t i o n  of God. If God does not  accept  H a t t h i a s ,  i t  w i l l  
s u r e l y  be ev iden t  t o  a l l  when t h e  Holy S p i r i t  comes 
upon the  a p o s t l e s ,  f o r  Mat th ias  a lone  w i l l  have no 
cloven tongue l i k e  f i r e  s i t t i n g  on him, and he  a l o n e  
w i l l  not  be speaking i n  tongues.  P e t e r  w i l l  n o t  s t a n d  
up wi th  the  "eleven" (v . .  14) bu t  w i th  t h e  "ten". I n  
t h e  absence of Mat th i a s ' s  a p o s t o l i c  c r e d e n t i a l s  t h e y  
w i l l  conclude t h a t  Judas ' s  p l a c e  i s  s t i l l  vacan t .  Even 
as far i n t o  t h e  book of Acts as t h e  problem of  t h e  
Grecian widows being neglec ted  i n  the d a i l y  m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n ,  Matthias  i s  s t i l l  one o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  f o r  Ac t s  
6:3 says t h e  "twelve" c a l l  t h e  mul t i t ude  t o g e t h e r  and 
l e a d  i n  s e t t l i n g  t h e  matter. 

Judas ' s  successor  i s  t o  be  a wi tnes s  w i t h  the 
ather a p o s t l e s  of Je sus '  r e s u r r e c t i o n  (v. 2 2 ) .  Judas  
beirig gone v e f o r e  the  a c t u a l  d t n e s s i n g  b e g b s ,  a suc- 
ces so r  i s  sought  f o r  him. But; by t h e  time the a p o s t l e  
James i s  martyred (Acts 12 :  1) , 
t h e r e  being any successor  f o r  h i m ,  By that t i m e  the 
wi tness ing  concerning t h e  r e su r rec tSon  is w e l l  e s t ab -  
lished, so t h e  a p o s t l e s  have no successo r s  excep t  i n  

no mention is- made o f  
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t h e  case of Judas ,  

It h a s  been charged that Acts t  d e s c r i p t i o n  ~f Ju- 
d a s ' s  end (v, k8) i s  con t r ad ic to ry  of Matt. 2 7 ~ 5 ' s  
s a y i n g  he  hanged h imsel f ,  I f  you have been a t  Acel- 
dama, you can see how Judas could have hanged hhself  
as Matthew r e c o r d s  and a t  the same time these th ings  
r e p o r t e d  i n  Acts have taken p l ace  a l so .  Judas climbs 
a tree on the b l u f f  overlooking t h e  v a l l e y  below. He 
hangs h i m s e l f ,  and being an abandoned person nobady. 
b o t h e r s  t o  t a k e  his  unwanted body down. His bod 
cays  day by day u n t i l  u l t i m a t e l y  something breaks ( t h e  
tree l imb o r  t h e  rope o r  h i s  neck-sect ion) ,  causing 
h i m  t o  f a l l  f e e t - f i r s t .  Upon impact wi th  the  ground 
the b l o a t e d  body drops o f f  t h e  b l u f f  t o  the  v a l l e y  be- 
low. Upon impact t h e r e  his d e t e r i o r a t e d  body b u r s t s  0- 
pen,  and his  i n s i d e s  gush out .  (Note: This i m p l i e s  
t h a t  some t i m e  h a s  passed since h i s  dea th ,  f o r  i f  a 
newly-dead body f e l l  ::own headlong the i n s i d e s  would 
n o t  gush out . )  

We should n o t  be s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  they  pray and 
cast l o t s  t h e  two q u a l i f i e d  men w i l l  
become an a p o s t l e  (v. 26), f o r  this  means o f  determi- 
n a t i o n  w a s  used dur ing  the Old Testament. Examples: 
which animal  w a s  t o  b e  t h e  scapegoat on t h e  day OS A- 
tonement (Lev. 16 : 8) ; the t e r r i t o r y  which each t r i b e  
w a s  t o  r e c e i v e  ( A c t s  13:19); determining t h e  g u i l t y  
p a r t y  (Josh.  7 : f 4 ) ;  determining God's choice f o r  k ing  
(I Sam. 10:20,21);  e t c .  In  Old Testament times Prov. 
16:33 s a y s ,  "The l o t  is  c a s t  i n t o  the lap ;  but  the 
whole d i spos ing  thereof  i s  of the Lord." But after the 
church began, w e  have no record  o f  this practice being 
cont inued .  

t o  see which of  

Judas  "purchased a f i e l d "  (v. 18) i n  the sense 
t h a t  i t  i s  money which he brought back t o  the chief 
p r i e s t  t h a t  i s  used t o  make the purchase (Natt. 27: 
3-7) e 
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QUESTIONS: 1 ,  Where do the 1 2 0  probably ge t  togeth- 
er b e d i e s  the upper room? 2 .  Wha$ a r p e n t ( s )  ig 
advanced against Mat thias  being Judas !s  successor? 
3. What are mgwnents for h i s  being Judas's successor? 
4 .  Why .Cs a successor sought f o r  Judas when Zater none 
i s  sought f o r  James? 
of Judas% suicide and Acts 's  account of h i s  miserable 
end are not contradictory. 6 .  Why are we not surpris- 
ed that  the apostles cast  Jots t o  deternine the mind 
of the Lord concerning Judas's successor? 
sense has Judas purchased $hat fieZd? 

5 ,  Show tha t  Matthewts account 

7 .  In what 

11, The Church is Established 

A .  The HoZy Spdrdt Comes q o n  the Apostles 
(Study Acts 2:1-13) 

Reca l l  t h a t  J e s u s  has  spoken cons ide rab ly  t o  the 
apostpes  about His sending t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  t h e m  
(John 14:25,26; John 15:26,27; John 16;7-15), And j u s t  
be fo re  H e  ascended, He  spoke t o  them a g a i n  about  the 
matter (Acts 1 :4 ,5 ,8 ) ,  For the S p i r i t ' s  coming they 
are wai t ing  i n  Jerusalem, 

A t  t h e  last f e a s t  o f  the Jews (Passover) J e s u s  
had been c r u c i f i e d .  God$chooses a t  their next Jewish 
feast ( t h i s  Pentecost.) t o  announce t o  the n a t i o n  that 
J e s u s  whom they c r u c i f i e d  God has r a i s e d  from the 
dead. With t h i s  announcement and a t t e n d a n t  preaching  
H e  w i l l  a l s o  begin t h e  new covenant and the e s t a b l i s h -  
ment o f  t h e  church. 

appears  f i rs t  here tn the 
New Testament (v. 1). Paul  w i l l  aga in  refer t o  i t  l a -  
ter on (Acts 20:16). t lPentecostl t  comes from the Gr-eek 
word " f i f t y " ,  During the Passover  a s p e c f a l  wave-of- 
f e r i n g  of t h e  f i r s t - f r u i t s  of t h e i r  wheat and b a r l e y  
ha rves t  was made on t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  sabbath  dur ing  
t h a t  week. With t h a t  as Day-1 t h e  Day of Pen tecos t  is 

The "Day o f  Pentecos t t t  
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Day-50 (Lev. 23:4 -22)  e Since Day-1 is on the  first day 
of t h e  week, so w f l l  Day-50 be. Thus, t h e  new covenant 
is  going i n t o  e f f e c t  on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  week, and 
t h e  chusch w i l l  come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  of t he  fdrgt day 
of t h e  week a l s o .  And you w i l l  recall that YeGus atbSe 
from t h e  dead on the f i r g t  day of t h e  week (Mark 16: 
9) You can see why the  f i rs t  day of the week is t h e  
day on which C h r i s t i a n s  meet f o r  t h e  blceaklng of 
bread ,  preachiag ,  and o t h e r  t h ings  s p i r i t u a l  (Acte 20: 
7; I Cor. f6:2), 

For God t o  choose a t i m e  when Jews from every  na- 
t i o n  are i n  Jerusa lem (v, 5) t o  begin  t h e  preaching  of 
t h e  gospe l  is  s u r e l y  w i s e .  When they  @;Q hame from Pen- 
t e c o s t ,  they  can c a r r y  t h e  meeisage back to theit  var- 
ious p l a c e s .  This may be t h e  way the church a t  Rome 
and in. maay o t h e r  p l a c e s  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  (conver t s  
from P e n t c o s t  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  homes). 

Some i n s i s t  t h a t  the bapt ism of tho Holy S p i r i t  
has come upon t h e  120 and n o t  j u s t  the I2 ap 
They would l i k e  to open t h e  door so that ail. be 
receive t h e  bapt i smal  illeadure d f  t h e  t I ~ h y  S p i r i t  with 
tongues-speaking, e t c .  But t h e  promises  i n   ah 14315, 
16 ( c i t e d  above) arbd i n  Acts 1:4.,5 i s  w e l l  as ili Luke 
24:49 are t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s .  This  w i l l  in@isis them f O K  
making known t h e  gospe l  t r u t h s  t h a t  are fiow i n  oil? New 

and t h e  tongues w i l l  p 
sties are i n p i i r e d  of Go 
" t o  t h e  unbe l i eve r s  (I 

they are one of t h e  s e v e r a l  "sigas 

this  outpouririg t o  the 120, f o r  they 
spired, and w e  1 never hea r  of 

i n g ,  he staklds up wi th  the "ele9 
w i t h  the 120. 

The fact t h a t  t h e s e  Ga l i l eans  cdil speak hi so  
many d i f f e r e n t  languages catches the attentia'li of t h e  
f e a s t - a t t e n d e r s  i n  Jerusalem (V I  9 $8) b ward spreads 

(II Cor. 1 2 : 1 2 ) ~  Thete is a c t u d l y  DO 

too t h a t  when Pe stmas UP to 
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throughout t h e  c i t y  o f  i t s  unusualness ,  and many thou- 11 sands come toge the r  t o  see t h e  phenomenon. This i s  ex- 
a c t l y  what God wants--a mul t i t ude  t o  whom P e t e r  can 
preach the  r e s u r r e c t e d  Jesus.  To g e t  such a throng to- n ge the r  a l l  t h e  a p o s t l e s  speak i n  tongues,  bu t  a f t e r  
t he  mul t i tude  has  assembled P e t e r  a lone  does t h e  ex- 
p l a i n i n g  and the  preaching. 

QUESTIONS: 1.  AC what f e a s t  has Jesus been cruci- 
2.  A t  what f e a s t  w i l l  His resurreceion be pro- 

3. H o w  do we knm the Day of 'Pentecost is 

5. How do we knou it is the  apostZes and not 

6 .  What do the apostles do as a r e s u l t  of the  baptism 
of the Holy S p i r i t  tha t  has confounded the Jews i n  
Jerusalem? 
preaching on Pentecost? 

fied? 
c'laimed? 

l ike  t o  beZieve the 120 are baptized with the HoZy 
'I on the f irs t  day o f  the week? 4 .  Ffny do some peopZe 

1 $$?fa who ape baptized with the Holy Spir i$?  

7 .  Do alZ the 1 2  or only Peter do the  c 
E .  Peter E q l a i n s  the Unusual Happening 

(Study Acts 2: 14-21) 

1 Nobody has ever seen o r  heard  such as i s  t a k i n g  
p l a c e  i n  Jerusalem (presumably i n  one of t h e  l a r g e  
c o u r t s  of t h e  temple).  The s i n c e r e  onlookers  are "all 
amazed, and were i n  doubt,  say ing  one t o  another ,  What ' rneaneth t h i s ? "  (v. 12) while  t h e  mockers r i d i c u l o u s l y  
charge,  "These men are f u l l  of new wine" (v. 13) 
P e t e r  g e t s  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  and shows t h e  wine-charge 
t o  be untrue (v. 15).  The " t h i r d  hour  of t h e  day" i s  
9:OO' i n  the  morning. I n s p i r a t i o n  l e a d s  him t o  show 
t h a t  what they have seen i s  t h a t  which t h e i r  own pro- 
phet  J o e l  p red ic t ed  (v. 16-21) i n  J o e l  2:28-32. How 
t h r i l l g d  they should be t o  r e a l i z e  they  are a c t u a l l y  
beholding what one of t h e i r  s ac red  writers had fore-  
seen! J o e l ,  a Jewish prophet w r i t i n g  t o  Jewish people ,  
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s a i d  God Holy S p i r i t  i n  t h e  "last 
days". The i r  n a t i o n  had i ts  beginning when Moses l e d  
t h e  Israel i tes  ou t  of Egypt (around 1500 B.C.). Thei r  
n a t i o n  is going t o  be destroyed i n  A .  D. 70 (only 40 
yea r s  away). Indeed t h e  Holy S p i r i t r s  outpouring i s  
t ak ing  I place '  i n  the "last  days" of the Jewish nat ion!  

Thespredic t ion  i n  J o e l  involves  the  whole Chr is t -  
i a n  d i spensa t ion  (f.rom t h e  Day of Pentecost  t o  the Day 
of Judgment--the "great  and notab le  day of the 
Lord"). Th i s  i s  the  beginning of i t s  t o t a l  f u l f i l l -  
ment, f o r  there are s e v e r a l  t h ings  i n  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  
t h a t  w i l l  come t o  pas s  later: the  g i f t  of prophecy on 
God's "handmaidens" ( l i k e  P h i l i p ' s  daughters,  Acts 21: 
9), t h e  S p i r i t  upon the  Gen t i l e s  ( the  "al l  f l e sh"  of 
v .  1 7  being taken  as  "Jewish" i n  the  case of t h e  a- 
p o s t l e s  and "Gentile" i n  the  case of Cornel ius  i n  
Acts 101, and the  "wonders i n  heaven above and s igns  
i n  t h e  e a r t h  beneath" t o  take p lace  before  t h e  coming 
of Chr i s t .  Luke 21:25-28 shows these  s igns  w i l l  t ake  
p l a c e  immediately p r i o r  t o  C h r i s t ' s  return--in f a c t ,  
t h a t  i s  why they are c a l l e d  "signs". The same language 
i n  Isa. 13:l-19 ( e spec ia l ly  v. 10) and i n  Eze. 32:2-16 
( e s p e c i a l l y  v. 7,8) d e p i c t  w a r  and the  f a l l  of g r e a t  
na t ions .  W e  expec t  the  yea r s  immediately preceding Je- 
sus '  r e t u r n  t o  b e  charac te r ized  by p o l i t i c a l  upheavals 
and war. 

J o e l ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  a l s o  inc ludes  t h e  most impor- 
t a n t  i t e m  about t h e  Age of t he  S p i r i t  ( t h e  Chr i s t i an  
d i spensa t ion ) - - i t  w i l l  be a t i m e  of s a l v a t i o n  f o r  a l l  
(Jew and G e n t i l e  included i n  h i s  "whosoever") who w i l l  
look t o  t h e  Lord for it (v. 21). The same statement  
from J o e l  i s  a l s o  quoted by Paul  in Rom. 10:13. The 
conversions i n  Acts become our d iv ine  explana t ion  of 
what God meant by "whosoever shall c a l l  on the name of 
the h o d  shall  be saved". rf Lt means c a l l i n g  Jesus 
"Lord", He would n o t  have s a i d  what He d id  i n  tfatt . 7: 
21. If it  means a l o s t  s i n n e r  praying for s a l v a t i o n ,  
Saul  of Tarsus  s u r e l y  would have f u l f i l l e d  i t  i n  t h e  

would pour out  H i s  
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t h ree  days o f  f a s t i n g  and prayer  he d id  (Acts 9 : 9 , 2 0 ) .  
But even a f t e r  such praying Saul  was s t i l l  in h i s  s i n s  
when God sent Ananias t o  him t o  complete h i s  conver- 
s ion  obedience. He was t o l d ,  "Arise, and be b a p t i z e d ,  
and wash away thy s i n s ,  c a l l i n g  on t h e  name of t h e  
Lord" (Acts 22:16). To sur render  t o  t h e  Lord ' s  re- 
quirements i s  i t s e l f  a c a l l i n g  on t h e  name of t h e  Lord 
f o r  one ' s  s a l v a t i o n ,  

QUESTIONS: 1. What do the mockers say about the  
tongues-c,?eaking apostles? 
the ir  charge? 
dicted the baptism o f  the Holy Sp ir i t?  4 .  In w h a t  
sense is the A.D. 30 Day of Pentecost i n  the " las t  
days!? 
fulfilled a f t e r  Pentecost? 6 .  Show tha t  more than 
mere prayer i s  involved i n  cal l ing on the name of the  
Lord? 

2 .  How does Peter re fu t e  
3. What  Old Testament prophet has pre- 

5.  what i n  ~ o e Z ' ~ s  prophecy is y e t  t o  be 

C. Peter's  Sermon 
(Study Acts 2 : 22-36) 

This w i l l  be the  f i r s t  message preached under t h e  
Great Commission, I n  t h e  Commission J e s u s  has  command- 
ed them t o  preach t h e  "gospel" (Mark 16:15) s which 
means "good news". The gospel i s  t h e  good news of sal- 
va t ion  through Chr i s t .  P e t e r  is t h e  preacher  on th i s  
occasion ( t h e  Jews' first oppor tuni ty  t o  hear )  even as 
he w i l l  be when t h e  Gentiles have their f i rs t  oppor- 
t u n i t y  (Acts 15:7), us ing  the "keys of t h e  kingdom" 
according t o  Jesus '  promise t o  him (Matt. 16:19). 

P e t e r  l o s e s  no t i m e  g e t t i n g  t o  thii p o i n t  of h i s  
message. Af t e r  saying,  "Ye men of Israel, hear these 
words," he  comes d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Person h e  i s  preach- 
i n g  ("Jesus of Nazareth," V. 22) .  H e  was well  known a- 
mong them f o r  over t h ree  yea r s .  And t h e  Jews from t h e  
rest of t he  world who have not seen H i m  i n  person have 
heard much about H i m ,  inc luding  what has  happened t o  
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H i m  a t  t h e i r  most recent  Passover.  
P e t e r ' s  f i r s t  a f f i rma t ion  about J e s u s  is t h a t  H e  

w a s  approved by God by t h e  mi rac l e s  of God t h a t  H e  
performed among them (v. 22).  For "miracles and won- 
d e r s  and s igns"  some t r a n s l a t i o n s  g ive  "mighty works 
and wonders and signs". Indeed Je sus '  miracles were 
(1) "mighty wurks" (works of g r e a t  power), (2) ''won- 
ders" ( i n  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on t h e  onlookers) ,  and c.3) 
"signs" ( c r e d e n t i a l s  t h a t  God w a s  wi th  Him). 

God foreorda ined  t h a t  J e sus  bear  ou r  s i n s  (com- 
p a r e  I P e t .  1:-18-20), bu t  J e w s  are g u i l t y  of having 
brought  about His death  (v,  23).  But t h e  One who sub- 
m i t t e d  t o  dea th  by t h e i r  p l o t  i n  order  t o  be ou r  a- 
tonement has  n o t  remained 'dead--God s a w  t o  t h a t ,  f o r  
H e  r e s u r r e c t e d  H i m  (v. 24)! Death cannot ho ld  i n  its 
g r i p  H i m  who i s  "the r e s u r r e c t i o n  and the l i f e "  (John 
11:25) and who has  r a i s e d  o t h e r s  ( J a i r u s ' s  daughter ,  
t h e  widow of Nain 's  son,  and Lazarus) .  H i s  h e a r e r s  
have probably a l r eady  heard t h e  l i e  being c i r c u l a t e d  
by t h e  paid-off  Roman s o l d i e r s  ( t h a t  whi le  t h e y  
s l e p t ,  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  came and s t o l e  t h e  body from t h e  
tomb--Matt. 28:12,13). Now t h e y  hea r  what P e t e r  says .  
And nobody comes forward t o  deny what P e t e r  i s  pro- 
claiming! The preaching of  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  f i r s t  
t a k e s  p l a c e  h e r e  i n  t h e  very c i t y  where it  occurred  
and only a few days a f t e r  i t  has t r ansp i r ed .  If i t  can 
be  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e f u t e d ,  i t  w i l l  be  r e f u t e d  here. 

P e t e r  nex t  r e f e r s  (v. 25-29) t o  a psalm of  David 
(Psa. 16:6-11) and shows i t  has  been f u l f i l l e d  i n  Je- 
sus ( t h e  "Holy one" whose body d id  n o t  s u f f e r  decay-- 
d i d  no t  "see corruptiotl")  and n o t  i n  David whose sep- 
u l c h r e  i s  s t i l l  i n t a c t  i n  Jerusalem as P e t e r  preaches.  
That psalm d id  n o t  refer t o  David, f o r  h i s  body d i d  
decay. But J e sus '  body has  not--God r a i s e d  i t  on t h e  
t h i r d  day a f t e r  i t s  death! Where t h e  King James g i v e s  
t h e  word "he l l "  i n  v. 27 most v e r s i o n s  g ive  "hades". 
"Hades" is  c o r r e c t  according t o  t h e  Greek. 

God promised David, "Thy throne s h a l l  be e s t a b -  
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l i s h e d  for ever1' ( T I  Sam. 7:16). '&re on Pentecos t  Pe- 
ter preaches t h a t  God has r a i s e d  up t h e  c r u c i f i e d  
Messiah t o  s i t  on David's th rone  (v. 30). It w a s  pro- 
phesied t h a t  Chr i s t  would occupy t h a t  th rone  (Isa. 9: 
6,7 and Luke 1: 32).  C h r i s t ' s  occupying t h e  th rone  f o l -  
lowing H i s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  2s borne out  by the prophecy 
i n  Dan. 7:13,14 which foresaw t h e  ascension (Chr i s t  
r e tu rn ing  on clouds t o  the  Ancient of days--God) a f t e r  
which H e  i s  given "dominion, and g lo ry ,  and a kingdom, 
t h a t  a l l  people,  na t ions ,  and languages,  should serve 
him: h i s  dominion is an e v e r l a s t i n g  dominion, which 
s h 4 l l  no t  pass  away, and h i s  kingdom t h a t  which s h a l l  
no t  be destroyed." The e a r t h l y  beginning of C h r i s t ' s  
r u l e  as God's sovereign with all a u t h o r i t y  begins  h e r e  
on Pentecos t ,  and H i s  kingdom i s  H i s  church which H e  
s a i d  He would b u i l d  (Matt. 16:18,19). 

Natura l ly  P e t e r ' s  hea re r s  cannot see Jesus  sit- 
t i n g  a t  t h e  r i g h t  hand of God, bu t  they can see t h e  
cloven tongues l i k e  f i r e ,  and they have heard t h e  
sound of a rushing mighty wind and t h e  a p o s t l e s  speak 
i n  many languages. These are a l l  v i s i b l e  and aud ib le  
evidence of C h r i s t ' s  sending t h e  Holy S p i r i t  from t h e  
Fa ther  i n t o  t h e i r  midst  (v. 33) and who i s  saying 
through P e t e r ,  "Let a l l  t he  house of Israel know as- 
su red ly ,  t h a t  God ha th  made t h a t  same Jesus ,  whom ye  
have c r u c i f i e d ,  both Lord and Chr is t "  (v. 36) .  They 
are also t o l d  i n  v. 34 ,35  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  f u l f i l l i n g  
another  p red ic t ion  made by David: "The Lord (Jehovah) 
s a i d  unto my Lord ( t h e  Messiah), S i t  thou on my r i g h t  
hand, u n t i l  I make thy foes- thy  f o o t s t o o l "  (Psa. 110: 
1 )  

QUESTIONS: 1. What has Jesus said i s  t o  be preach-. 
ed? 2 .  What promise of Jesus t o  Peter expZa.ins why 
Peter i s  the preacher on Pentecost? 
have Jesus' miracZ-es been (1) mighty works, (2) won- 
ders,  and (3) signs? 4 ,  who comes forward wi th  fac-  
tuaZ information t o  refute  w h t  Peter i s  preaching 

3. In what sense 
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about Jesus having r i sen  from the dead? 5. What prom- 
ise t o  David has God fuZfiZZecl i n  Jesus ! resurreo- 
tion? 6 .  Who does Peter say huve crucif ied Jesua? 
7 .  Jesus is t o  be on God's right hand u n t i l  w h a t >  hap- 
pens? 

D e  The Church's First A d d i t i  ns 
(Study Acts 2: 37-41) 

The Holy S p i r i t  has  come t o  convict  people (John 
16:8) .  and H e  begins  t h i s  work on t h i s  very day H e  
has  a r r i v e d :  "They were pr icked  i n  t h e i r  hea r t "  (v. 
37) .  H e  h a s  convicted them through t h e  preaching of 
P e t e r ,  f o r  it i s  "when they heard t h i s "  that "they 
were p r i cked  i n  their heart!' (v. 37). The Word of God 
i s  c a l l e d  t h e  "sword of t h e  S p i r i t "  (Eph. 6:17), and 
i t  i s  "sharper  than any two-edged sword" of man (Web. 
4 :12) .  

When they r e a l i z e  t h e  one k i l l e d  under the d i rec-  
t i o n  of t h e i r  Jewish l e a d e r s  i s  a c t u a l l y  the Messiah, 
oh, t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  of t h e i r  anguish! Zech. 12r30 is a 
prophecy of Pen tecos t ,  and it  i n c l u d e s  tb€r mourning: 
srr dll pour upon the  house of David, and upon the in- 
h a b i t a n t s  of Jerusalem, t h e  s p i r i t  of grace  and of  
s u p p l i c a t i o n s :  and they s h a l l  look  upon me  whom they 
have p i e r c e d ,  and they s h a l l  mourn f o r  him, as one 
mourneth f o r  h i s  only son,  and s h a l l  be i n  b i t t e r n e s s  
f o r  him, as one t h a t  is i n  b i t t e r n e s s  f o r  h i s  f i r s t -  
born." Is there anything that can be done by o r  for 
t h e s e  g u i l t y  of such a heinous s i n ?  

I n  deep c o n t r i t i o n  they c r y  out ,  "What shall we 
do?" (v. 37). Notice they cry ou t  t o  the ve ry  a p o s t l e s  
to  whom J e s u s  prev ious ly  s a i d ,  "Whose soever  s i n s  ye 
remit, they  are remi t t ed  unto them" (John 20:23). What 
w i l l  t h e i r  answers be? And n o t i c e  the  man who answered 
t h e i r  ques t ion  (Pe te r )  i s  t h e  very  a p o s t l e  t o  whom Je- 
sus promised t h e  keys of t h e  kingdom (Matt. 16:19). 
Not ice  t o o  they are i n  t h e  very  c i t y  where J e s u s  s a i d  
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human repentance and d i v i n e  r emis s ion  of s ins  through 
t h e  blood of Chr i s t  should b e  preached f i r s t  (Luke 24 :  
4 7 )  A l l  t h e s e  cons ide ra t ions  make i t  important  f o r  
a11 who wish t o  be saved accord ing  t o  t h e  B ib le  t o  
know and t o  regard t h e  i n s p i r e d  answer: "Repent, and 
be  bapt ized  every one of you'' (v. 3 8 ) .  It i s  a c t u a l l y  
a double command t o  t h e s e  convic ted  b e l i e v e r s :  "Repent 
and be bapt ized ."  And i t  carries a double promise: 
"Remission of s i n s ,  and.. . the g i f t  of t h e  Holy Sp i r -  
it." "every one" t o  obey! 
There i s n ' t  a p lan  f o r  one person  o r  group and then  
another  p l a n  f o r  another  person o r  group. There is a 
law of p h y s i c a l  b i r t h  by which people  are born i n t o  
t h i s  l i f e ,  and t h e r e  i s  a law of  s p i r i t u a l  b i r t h  by 
which people  are born s p i r i t u a l l y  (John 3:5-7) .  The 
conver t s  h e r e  were born a g a i n  accord ing  t o  J e s u s '  
t eachings  t o  Nicodemus i n  t h e  John 3 passage.  

Taking a c l o s e r  look a t  P e t e r ' s  answer, he  does 
n o t  command them t o  b e l i e v e ,  f o r  i t  i s  ev iden t  t hey  
a l r eady  be l i eve ,  o r  they would n o t  be c ry ing  ou t  as 
they are. Repentance i s  where " se l f "  i s  c r u c i f i e d ,  and 
t h i s  i s  necessa ry  i f  we would fo l low Jesus (Luke 9: 
23) .  This  repentance God demands of a l l  persons every-  
where (Acts 17:30);  a l l  must do t h i s  o r  p e r i s h  (Luke 
13:3 ) ;  and t h i s  hands t h e  r e i n s  oE one's l i f e  over  t o  
Chr i s t  so t h a t  t h e r e a f t e r  a person can say,  "I a m  cru-  
c i f i e d  wi th  Chr i s t :  n e v e r t h e l e s s "  I live; y e t  n o t  I, 
b u t  Chr i s t  l i v e t h  i n  m e t r  ( G a l .  2:20). Baptism i s  the 
"watertr mentioned i n  John 3:5 ("born of water and of 
t h e  S p i r i t " )  which is  necessa ry  f o r  e n t e r i n g  God's 
kingdom (John 3:5). The very meaning of t h e  Greek word 
"baptize" is  'r imers€on'v ( b u r i a l ) ,  and t h a t  meaning is 
borne ou t  by va r ious  passages of S c r i p t u r e  (John 3:23; 
Ron. 6+:3-5; Col. 2:12; Acts 8:38 ,39;  Matt. 3:16). The 
B ib le  teaches  immersion and immersion only.  It i s  the 
?'one baptism" of Eph. 4 : 5 ,  And i t  i s  "for1' o r  " in  or -  
der  to" the remisslton of s i n s .  Y e t  Fundamental is t  
churches 'of our  day g e n e r a l l y  d iscount  the n e c e s s i t y  

And t h e  d iv ine  p l a n  is  f o r  
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of bapt ism f o r  one ' s  s a l v a t i o n ,  bu t  how can they do so 
i n  view of s o  many plain-as-day S c r i p t u r e s  ( see  Mark 
16:16; I Pet .  3:20,21; Acts 22:16; Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6: 
3-5,17,18; Acts 2:38)? 

The promised " g i f t  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t "  i n  V. 38 
i s  t h e  indwel l ing  measure of t he  S p i r i t  t h a t  pmduces  
t h e  " f r u i t  of t h e  S p i r i t "  enumerated i n  Gal. 5:22,23 
r a t h e r  t han  miraculous works l i k e  t h e  a p o s t l e s  were 
doing through t h e i r  bapt ismal  measure. I n  promising 
them t h e  he lp  God knows they have need 
of t h i s  he lp  f o r  t h e  Chr i s t i an  life as much as they  
need the remiss ion  of s i n s .  When P e t e r  says t h e  pro- 
m i s e  is  even f o r  a l l  who are "afar  of f"  (v. 39) ,  he  i s  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  Gentiles (Eph. 2:11813), Even though 
i n s p i r e d  t o  say what he  is saying, it i s  evident  from 
a s tudy  of A c t s . 1 0  t h a t  even he does not  grasp t h e  
meaning of t h i s  p a r t  of h is  statement.  

Those who c ry  out  asking what t o  do but  stirs Pe- 
ter 's h e a r t  t o  t e l l  them more about Jesus  ("testify*'-- 
V. 40) and t o  "exhort" them t o  be saved--to make a de- 
c i s i o n  t o  be  obedient  t o  Je sus  (v.  4 0 ) .  Preachers  are 
s t i l l  t o  do two t h i n g s  i n  t h e i r  messages: (1) presen t  
gospe l  t r u t h s ,  and (2) urge people t o  be obedient .  
What a n  example f o r  preachers  and teachers! One can 
p resen t  gospe l  facts  without  urging an acceptance,  o r  
he  can be s t r o n g  on t h e  appeal  bu t  s h o r t  on the  f a c t s  
they need as a foundat ion  f o r  t h e i r  acceptance.  

What a beginning response--3,000 bapt ized  Cv- 
41)! And they are bapt ized  the,  "same dafr--aot some- 
t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Baptism is  a p a r t  o f  a c c e p t b g  
Christ and of be ing  saved, is not  somethbg t o  
delay.  The j a € l e r  was bapt tzed t he  "same hour o f  tlie 
night ' '  that he made M s  decis ion  CActs 16:33) Shce 
t h e r e  is no l i v i n g  stream anywhere near  Jerusalem,, 
they had t o  be  bapt€zed i n  one o r  more ofl tk pools $n 
Jerusalem. Here i s  your answer as  t o  d t b r  i t  i s  a l l  
r i g h t  t o  be bap t i zed  i n  a b a p t i s t e r y  (a man-made 
poo l ) ,  o r  whether one must be bapt ized i n  running 

of t h e  S p i r i t  

so  i t  
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water (as some people argue) .  

QUESTIONS: 1. How does the S p i r i t  convict peopZe 
on Pentecost? 2 ,  What Old Testament prophet predict-  
ed the contri-l-ion of some who have heZped k i t 1  Jesus? 
3.  What two things does Peter  cornand them t o  do? 
4 ,  What two blessings are promised if they obey? 
5 ,  Ppove that  aZZ must do the same thing i n  aocapting 
Christ ,  6 .  What i s  crucified i n  repentance? 7 .  What 
&s the meming of the Greek word llbaptizott? 8 .  What 
ape some Bib% passages showing the necessity of  bap- 
tism? 9 .  What two things that Peter does are preach- 
e m  stiZZ t o  do? 1 0 .  How many m e  baptized on Pen- 
tecost? 11. Where are they evidentZy baptized? 

111, L i f e  in t h e  Early Church 

A .  I t s  FaaithfuZness t o  God 
(Study Acts 2:42) 

What is the  f i r s t  th ing  aff i rmed of the f i r s t  
members of t h e  church? "They continued s t e a d f a s t l y !  It 
Jesus '  teaching i n  John 2514-8 shows i t  t o  be  as i m -  
pe ra t ive  t o  ab ide  i n  Chr i s t  as t o  accept  Him.  More ac- 
cept  Chr is t  (make t h e  s t a r t )  t han  cont inue i n  H i m  
( f i n i s h  the  r a c e ) .  Many Sc r ip tu res  show t h e  importance 
of cont inuing i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  (Luke 14:28-35; 
I. Coy. 1 5 t 5 8 ;  Gal. 6:9; Col. 1:21-23; Heb. 3:14$ Heb. 
10:38,39; 13: Pe t .  2:20-22; Rev. 2:lO). 

Four th ings  are s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned i n  which 
they ste.adfastly- continue. Can any church r t g h t f u l l y .  
claim t o  be a New Testament church t h a t  does n o t  con- 
t i n u e  s t e a d f a s t l y  i n  t h e s e  same f o u r  th ings  today? 

The "apos t1 .e~ '  doctr ine ' '  is  t h e  teaching  t h e  a- 
p o s t l e s  gave which is now found i n  t h e  New Testament.  
New Testament teaching d e t e r m i n e  t h e  f a i t h  of t h e  
church. We are t o  preach the  same message (I1 Tim.  4 t  
2 ) .  we  are under a 
curse  (Gal. 1:8,9). 

If we preach a d i f f e r e n t  message, 
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Concerning "fellowship" t h e r e  has  been consider- 

a b l e  i n d e f i n i t e n e s s  as t o  what i s  meant by i t  i n  our 
verse. The Greek word i s  "kainonia'' and i s  r e l a t e d  t o  
the Greek word "koinonos" ( p a r t n e r ) ,  which s i g n i f i e s  
" r e l a t i o n s h i p " .  Both words come from t h e  Greek word 
"koinos" (common). Your writer's own s t u d i e d  conclu- 
s i o n  on "koinonia" is t h a t  t h e  church i s  a fel lowship 
i n  which t h o s e  who accept  C h r i s t  are b r o t h e r s  (sons of  
t h e  same heavenly F a t h e r ) ,  p a r t n e r s  i n  the same g r e a t  
Cause, members of t h e  same body of C h r i s t .  A s  such 
they  have many t h i n g s  i n  "common": " l i k e  prec ious  
f a i t h "  (I1 P e t .  1:l); the "same r u l e "  by which t o  walk 
( P h i l .  2 : 16) ; like-mindedness ( P h i l ,  2 : 2) ; s a l v a t i o n  
(Jude 3 ) ;  e tc .  Being a p a r t  of the same s p i r i t u a l  fam- 
i l y  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  lov ingly  care about one another  
s o  t h a t  i f  "one member s u f f e r ,  a l l  t h e  members s u f f e r  
w i t h  it," and on t h e  o t h e r  hand i f  "one inember be hon- 
oured,  a l l  t h e  members r e j o i c e  wi th  it" (I Cor. 12: 
2 6 ) .  This  accounts  f o r  t h e  word "koinonia" being used 
i n  I1 Cor. 8 : 4  and o t h e r  p laces  f a r  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  t o  
needy b r e t h r e n ,  Since they were p a r t n e r s  i n  spreading 
t h e  gospe l ,  "koinonia" shows up i n  Gal. 2:9 and P h i l .  
1:4,5 (compare P h i l .  4:15-18). But don ' t  conclude that 
t h i s  "fellowship" was only social--j us  t between bre th-  
r e n .  It was deeper than tha t - - i t  w a s  a fe l lowship  w i t h  
God a l s o  (I John 1 :3 ,7  and 1 Cor. 1:9). To continue 
s t e a d f a s t l y ,  t hen ,  i n  t h e  "fellowship" i n  our present  
verse i s  t o  be an a c t i v e  p a r t  of t h e  newly-formed 
church i n  a l l  of i t s  worship and work! 

i s  t h e  Lord's supper in-  
s t i t u t e d  by J e s u s  a t  t h e  most recent  Passover (Matt, 
26:26-29). The e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s  came t o g e t h e r  on the 
f i r s t  day o f  t h e  week t o  break bread (Acts 20:7). Paul  
g i v e s  some important material on the  importance of 
c o r r e c t l y  p a r t a k i n g  of t h e  Lord 's  supper i n  I Cor. 11: 

The "prayers" are a l s o  a v e r y  important p a r t  of  
the l i f e  of  t h e  e a r l y  church and remains such t o  t h i s  
day. 

The "breaking of bread" 

23-34. 
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QUESTIONS: 1 ,  How do the earZy members of the 
ohurch continue? 2 .  Cite u t  l eas t  2 passages of 
Scr$pture showing the neoessity of continuing i n  the 
Chr.1stian l i f e .  5, What is meant by the truposttzest 
doctrine!!? 4.  What i s  msant by the !!fellowshiptr? 
5 ,  What i s  meant by the %waking of bread!!? 
6 ,  What i s  the fourth thing i n  which they continue? 

13. ApostoZic Miracles 
(Study Acts 2 : 4 3 )  

N o t i c e  i t  is  t h e  "apost les"  (not  t h e  o t h e r  mem- 
bers )  who work miracles, f o r  t hey  a lone  have rece ived  
the  b a p t i s m a l  measure of t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  This  is  n o t  
t h e i r  first experience,  though, a t  working miracles, 
for when Jesus s e n t  them out  i n  Matt. 1O:l H e  gave 
them miracle-power. Mark 6:13 shows they used it .  

of t hese  a p o s t o l i c  miracles? 
Remember t h a t  t h e  message they  are preaching ,  which 
w i l l  l a t e r  become our  written New Testament, is a 
brand new message from God, I't i s  being r evea led  and 
de l ivered  t o  the world through them. How can  the peo- 
p l e  know they are no t  making up this message? Because 
God bears  them wi tness  with "s fgns  and wonders, and 
with d ive r s  miracles, and g i f t s  of tZie Holy Spi r i t ! '  
(Heb. 2:  3 , 4 )  ; "Long time t h e r e f o r e  abode they  speaking  
bo ld ly  i n  t h e  Lord, wkhh gave t es t imony un to  the word 
of h i s  grace, and granted s i g n s  and wonders t o  be done 
by t h e i r  hands" (Acts 14:3) ;  "They went f o r t h ,  and 
preached every  where, t h e  Lord working wi th  them, and 
confirming t h e  word w$th s i g n s  fol lowing ' '  (Mark 16:  

And what i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e s e  many mirac le s?  

What i s  the  purpose 

20). 

"Fear came upon every soul" (v. 4 3 ) .  

QUESTIONS: I. Wh.0 is said t o  be perfomning mirr 
acles? 2. fieri had they pwfomned miracles before? 
3 ,  Explain uhy God gives them mirack-power. 
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C. The Unselfishness of the  E a r l y  Converts 
(Study Acts  2:44,45) 

P e r i o d i c a l l y  through t h e  c e n t u r i e s  there have 
been r e l i g i o u s  groups t h a t  have f o r f e i t e d  pr iva te -m-  
e r s h i p  and have p r a c t i c e d  community-of-g.jods. How many 
of us would do this  i f  t h i s  were the w i l l  of God re- 
vea led  i n  t h e  New Testament? A l l  should be w i l l i n g  t o  
do anything that i s  t h e  revea led  w i l l  of God. S ince  
t h i s  seems no t  t o  have been p r a c t i c e d  anywhere else i n  
t h e  times of t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  no t  t augh t  
e lsewhere i n  t h e  New Testament, and s i n c e  o t h e r  pas- 
s ages  r e f l e c t  private-ownership ( l i k e  Acts 11:28,29; 
I Cor. 16:2; I Tim. 6:1,2; 1 T i m .  6:17),  w e  are lef t  
t o  s e n s i b l e  con jec tu re  as t o  why th i s  is be ing  dona 3.n 
Jerusalem a t  this  time. 

There i s  a s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l i n g  Ghat probably  ex- 
p l a i n s  i t ,  Doubtless some (maybe many) of the new con- 
verts are from p laces  f a r  away from Jerusalem. Those 
l i v i n g  i n  Jerusa lem w i l l  cont inue t o  have t h e  p e r s o n a l  
teaching  of t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  bu t  i f  t hese  conve r t s  from 
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  depa r t  t o  t h e i r  homes wi th  no f u r -  
t h e r  access t o  a p o s t o l i c  t each ing ,  how can they  c a r r y  
on f o r  C h r i s t ?  Their case d i c t a t e s  t h a t  they remain i n  
Jerusa lem f o r  a t i m e  t o  become grounded i n  and f u r t h e r  
informed concerning being fo l lowers  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  
But how can they do t h i s  without  more money than  they  
have brought  with them? The u n s e l f i s h  love  of the Je- 
rusalem b r e t h r e n  responds t o  t h e i r  need! This w i l l  be  
mentioned aga in  i n  Acts 4 , s .  In so doing they  show 
what C h r i s t i a n s  are t o  do under s i m i l a r  conditions. If 
Christians are c a l l e d  on t o  l a y  down their lives f o r  
one ano the r  (I John 3:16), s u r e l y  they  are t o  g i v e  up 
some (or  even a l l )  their e a r t h l y  possess ions  t o  feed ,  
c l o t h e ,  e tc .  f e l low-Chr i s t i ans  i n  d i r e  need. L e t  us 
no t  f a i l  i n  t h i s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i f  such an 
occas ion  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f .  Consider I John 3:16,17. 

test of our  
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QUESTIONS: 1 C i t e  2 Ngw Testament passages re- 
f l ec t ing  private mnership, 2 .  What is a pZausibZa 
set t ing for  t he  JerusaZern church members seZZing t h e i r  
possessions md giving t o  those among them? 
similar conditi,on prevaiZed today, shouZd ZJB do Zike- 
wise 1 

3. Zf a 

D. D a i l y  Happiness and Victories 
(Study Acts 2 : 4 6 , 4 7 )  

Each day f i n d s  them assembling i n  one of t h e  
cour t s  of t h e  temple  (no doubt f o r  more teaching  by 
the  a p o s t l e s ) .  We can be s u r e  t h e s e  new conver t s  do 
not  absent  themselves from t h e s e  s p e c i a l  d a i l y  meet- 
ings .  We r e f e r  t o  them as "special" ,  f o r  i n  a p o s t o l i c  
times the  congregations normally came toge the r  on t h e  
f i r s t  day of t he  week (Acts 2 0 : 7 ;  I Cor. 1 6 : 2 ) ,  But 
t h e r e  i s  a need f o r  congregations t o  have "spec ia l"  
s e rv i ces  i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  Lord ls  day meet- 
ings ,  and when a church does have revival services, 
e v a n g e l i s t i c  meetings,  rall ies,  o r  any such s p e c i a l  
sewice the  members should be p re sen t  j u s t  as these 
Jerusalem members were. They are an example f o r  us .  

"Breaking of bread," a term f o r  a r e g u l a r  meal 
(Luke 2 4 : 2 8 - 3 1 , 3 5 ) ,  here  i n  v. 42 r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Lord ' s  
supper. In the  book of Acts when t h e  s e t t i n g  is  re l i -  
gious ( l i k e  i n  Troas where they came toge the r  on t h e  
Lord's day f o r  t h a t  very purpose--Acts 2 0 : 7 ) ,  i t  is  
the  Lord's supper. But i n  v. 46 they leave t h e  assem- 
b ly  and go t o  their  houses f o r  t h e  "breaking of bread' '  
( t h e i r  r egu la r  meals).  Joy and happiness  b l e s s e d  them 
whether they are i n  the  t e m p l e  t oge the r  o r  a t  t h e i r  
homes a f te rwards ,  They a t t r i b u t e  t h e i r  happiness  t o  
God, f o r  they praise H i m  (v. 4 7 ) .  They aye a l s o  w e l l  
respec ted  by t h e i r  fellow-Jews o f  Jerusalem (v. 47). 
As a r e s u l t  i s  adding t o  t h e i r  number addi-  
t i o n a l  converts  on a d a i l y  b a s i s  fv.  4 7 ) .  

t h e  Lord 
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V. 41  uses  t h e  word "added". Who d id  t h e  adding? 
"The Lord." We can be s u r e  He adds only  those  be l iev-  
ers who r e p e n t  and are bapt ized .  Thei r  names are 
w r i t t e n  i n  heaven (Heb. 12:23). The importance of  this 
w i l l  be  seen  on the day of judgment (Rev. 20:15; Rev. 
21: 27). 

Such i s  t h e  v i c t o r i o u s  beginning of ou r  Christ- 
i a n i t y  i n  t h e  ve ry  c i t y  where they have p u b l i c l y  cru- 
c i f i e d  Jesus only  a few weeks ago. Yes, t h i s  is t h e  
"beginning", J e s u s  has so  spoken of i t  i n  Luke 24:47, 
and P e t e r  w i l l  later speak of it i n  t h e  same way (Acts 
11:15) .  

QUESTIONS: 2 .  Were these d a i l y  meetings the regu- 
l a r  pract ice  o f  the  ear ly church or special meetings? 
2 .  In what 2 ways is %making of bread" used i n  $he 
Bible? 3. H o w  is it used in t h i s  section? 4 .  Whom 
does the  Lord add t o  the church? 
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CHAPTER 2 

Oppos,ition Begins 

I ,  The Cause 

A .  A Lame M a n  is Healed 
(Study Acts 3:l-11) 

These two former f ishermen on the Sea of Galilee 
(Matt. 4:18-24) and t h e  f i r s t  a p o s t l e s  t o  view 
C h r i s t ' s  empty tomb (John 2O:l-10) have now become 
ve ry  prominent i n  t h e  e a r l y  days of C h r i s t i a n i t y .  To- 
ge the r  P e t e r  and John go t o  the t e m p l e  a t  t h e  Jewish 
a f t e rnoon  "hour of prayer" (v. 1). Incense  i s  burned 
i n  t h e  temple two times a day-morning and evening 
(Exo. 30:78). '  As t h e  p r i e s t  is i n  t h e  Holy P l a c e  doing 
this ,  people  congregate  wi thout  in one of the temple 
c o u r t s  f o r  prayer  (Luke 1:10), The "n in th  hour" i s  
3:OO i n  t h e  afternoon-the evening incense  t i m e .  

As they  are about t o  e n t e r  the temple g a t e  c a l l e d  
"Beautiful",  a grown man c r i p p l e d  from b i r t h ,  i s  d a i l y  
brought t o  beg alms from those  e n t e r i n g  t h e  temple. 
Rout inely he  sought alms of the two men. A s  t h e  prea-  
c h e r s  s top  they  a s k  t h e  c r i p p l e d  man t o  look  a t  them. 
The man is s u r e  from t h i s  r e q u e s t  that  h e  i s  about  t o  
receive a s i z a b l e  g i f t  only t o  be t o l d  of their low 
f i n a n c i a l  condi t ion  (v. 6 ) .  Y e t  P e t e r  p r e s e n t s  him 
wi th  something far more v a l u a b l e  than  any alms that  
any r i c h  man.can g ive  him: an immediate, complete,  to -  
tally-unexpected hea l ing  of h is  body (v. 6,7) ! Imagine 
the man's unprecedented happ iness -  as he l e a p s  and 
walks f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  his  l T f e  (v. 8 ) .  HOW 
g r a t e f u l  he  i s  as he e n t e r s  t h e  temple wi th  P e t e r  and 
John, p r a i s i n g  God! The people  recognize  him and are 
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cur ious  as t o  how he  is now well. 'Hls g r a t i t u d e  toward 
P e t e r  and John is displayed by his  holding on t o  then 
as t h e  people  ga the r  t o  see h i m  (v. 11). 

QUESTIONS: 2 .  What time of day i s  the Jewish hour 
2 .  what does a pr i e s t  do i n  the temple u t  of  prayer? 

the same time? 3. What does the tame man think when 
Peter f i r s t  speaks t o  him? 4 .  Where does the man go 
upon being heated? 

B. Peter's Semnon Resulting from the MiraeZe 

On Pen tecos t  t h e  speaking 

(Study Acts 3:12-26) 

i n  tongues assembled a 
g r e a t  mu l t i t ude  f o r  preaching. This  unusual miracle on 
a publicly-known lame beggar a f fo rds  P e t e r  an audience 
a l s o .  

any inherent  power or  
h o l i n e s s  i n  themselves as t h e  source of the man's 
h e a l i n g  (v. 1 2 ) .  He tells them their g r e a t  God ( the 
God of t h e i r  f a t h e r s )  who g l o r i f i e d  His Son Jesus whom 
they  have r e j e c t e d  and c r u c i f i e d  has brought about 
t h i s  miracle, And by what means has God executed the 
wonder? By t h e  name o f  Jesus  C h r i s t  o f  Nazareth! P e t e r  
uses  t h i s  occas ion  a l s o  t o  show aga in  their u t t e r  m i s -  
t rea tment  of J e sus .  H e  s a id :  (1) you de l ive red  H&n t o  
P i l a t e ;  (2)  you denied H i m  when P i l a t e  i n s i s t e d  on re- 
l e a s i n g  Him;  (3)  you p re fe r r ed  a wicked murderer Ba- 
rabbas  t o  t h e  holy  and j u s t  J e sus ;  and (4) you k i l l e d  
t h e  P r i n c e  ( o r  Author) of  l i f e .  These charges are even 
more d e f i n i t e  t han  those made on Pentecost .  And agqin 
he preaches t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  Jesus as an act of God 

of be l i ev ing  i n  Jesus  i s  a s s e r t e d  
i n  v. 1 6 ,  which i s  the  po in t  af  a l l  Peter's preaching. 
The purpose of t h i s  miracle is  t o  give P e t e r  a basid 
f o r  being heard  and bel ieved.  

A t  t h e  o u t s e t  he d isc la ims  

i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  their k i l l i n g  P i m  (v. 15) .  
The importance 
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1 1 S e v e r a l  times t h e  Bible  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  Jews d i d  
n o t  r e a l l y  realize what they were doing when they  ex- 
ecuted J e s u s  (v. 1 7 ;  T Cor, 2:8;  Luke 23:34). Yes, 
they  knew they were k i l l i n g  H i m ,  and they knew H e  
claimed t o  be God's Son, but  t h e y  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  H i m .  
Like Saul  of  Tarsus they d id  it. " ignorant ly  i n  unbe- 
Lief" (I T i m .  1:13). 

Numerous Old Testament prophec ies  p r e d i c t e d  the 
s u f f e r i n g s  Qf  C h r i s t ,  t h e  two most e l a b o r a t e  be ing  
Psa.  22 and Isa. 53. Other New Testament passages a f -  
firming t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  of C h r i s t  were p r e d i c t e d  by t h e  
prophets :  Luke 24:44-46 and I P e t .  1:10,11, 

I n  t h e  command, "Repent ye t h e r e f o r e ,  and b e  con- 
ver ted" (v. 191, P e t e r  i s  merely v a r y i n g  h i s  expres- 
s i o n  f+on h i s  "repent ,  and be bapt ized" i n  Acts 2:38 
j u s t  a s  any preacher  may do from one i n v i t a t i o n  ser- 
vice t o  another .  We can be s u r e  he  i s  preaching t h e  
same gospel ,  and those who respond are obedient  i n  t h e  
same way. Those who respond w i l l  n o t  only have t h e i r  
s i n s  " b l o t t e d  out' '  but w i l l  g e t  i n  on t h e  "times of 
re f resh ing"  t h a t  w i l l  come from God (the indwel l ing  of  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  s p i r i t u a l  v i c t o r i e s ,  e tc .  here and 
t h a t  w i l l  cl imax i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  of  all "times o f  re- 
freshing" t h a t  "shall come from the presence of  the 
Lord"--Christ's coming) (v .  201, who w i l l  remain i n  
heaven throughout t h i s  age when t h e  gospe l  i s  being 
preached t o  g e t  mankind r e s t o r e d  t o  God (v. 21) .  Isa- 1 i a h  i s  among t h e  g r e a t e s t  of the prophets  t o  f o r e t e l l  
t h e  gospel age (v. 21). Consider these from h is  book: 
Isa. 2:2-4; Isa. 35:l-10; Isa. 40:9-11;  Isa. 6O:l-5; 
e t c . ) .  

P e t e r ' s  Jewish h e a r e r s  p r o f e s s e d l y  r e s p e c t  Moses, 
P e t e r  now tells  them this " r e s t i t u t i o n  of a l l  th ings"  
i s  t o  be brought about by One whom Moses s a i d  i n  Deut. 
18:15-18 God would raise up and who would b e  l i ke  
him--a law-giving prophet whom t h e  people  are t o  hear 
and obey (v, 22,23). Not only Moses but  Samuel and all 
t h e i r  Old Testament prophets  l i k e w i s e  f o r e t o l d  the 

!I 
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coming o f  J e s u s  and t h e  beginning of the  church (v. 
24) .  Tru ly  then  P e t e r  can say  t o  h i s  hearers ,  "Ye are 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  prophets  and of t h e  covenant which 
God made wi th  our  f a t h e r s ,  saying unto Abraham (in 
Gen. 22:18; Gen. 26:4; Gen. 28:14) And i n  thy seed 
s h a l l  a l l  t h e  k indreds  of t he  e a r t h  be blessed" (v. 
25).  J e s u s  i s  t h a t  "seed" (Gal. 3:16) .  

Peter 's  g r e a t  words on t h i s  occasion climax in v. 
26 wi th  h i s  t e l l i n g  them (1) God has  r a i s e d  up H i s  
Son Je sus ;  (2) He has s e n t  H i m  t o  bless them i n  turn-  
i ng  them away from t h e i r  i n i q u i t i e s  (conversion);  and 
(3) Before being s e n t  t o  anybody else,  Jesus has been 
s e n t  " f i r s t "  t o  them, P e t e r ' s  Jewish hearers  (compare 
Rom. 1 :16 ) .  

QUESTIONS: 1. What is the f i r s t  thing Peter makes 
cZear about the healing? 2 .  Show tha t  the charges Pe- 
t e r  makes i n  t h i s  message t o  be more dgfinita than his 
charges on Pentecost. 3. What 2 old Testament chap- 
t e r s  have predicted much about Chris t ' s  sufferings? 
4 .  Compare Peter 's  command hmG with h is  command on 
Pentecost and comment on them. 5 .  Comment on !!times 
of refreshingN.  
ing of Jesus as a Zaw-giving prophet. 
t e r ' s  f i na l  thought i n  t h i s  message? 

6 .  Show that  Moses predicted ti% com- 
7 .  What is Pe- 

11. Opposed by Jewish Leaders 

A.  Peter and John are Arrested 
(Stud3 Acts 4 : l - 4 )  

We u s u a l l y  th ink ,  "DO good, and everybody will 
p r a i s e  you f o r  it." That i s  n o t  always the  case as Pe- 
ter and John f i n d  out  from hea l ing  the  lame man and 
preaching Je sus .  

What i n  t h e i r  preaching g r i eves  t h e  priests, the 
c a p t a i n  of t h e  temple, and the Sadducees? Their 
preaching through Jesus  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  from t he  dead 
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(v. 2) f o r  two reasons:  (1) t h e  a p o s t l e s  are s a y i n g  
God r a i s e d  J e s u s  after t h e  Jews were p a r t n e r s  t o  H i s  
c r u c i f i x i o n ;  and (2) t h e  pr ies thood and temple are un- 
de r  t h e i r  con t ro l ,  and they do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  a r e s u r -  
r e c t i o n  of anybody (Acts 23 t8 ) .  Being i n  charge  o f  the 
temple t h e y  w i l l  s t a n d  f o r  this preaching no l o n g e r .  
They i n t e r r u p t  t h e i r  message, arrest them, and p u t  
them i n  j a i l  u n t i l  a hear ing t h e  next morning (v. 1, 
3) 

I n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e i r  d i s b e l i e f  t h e  a u t h o r  Luke i s  
c a r e f u l  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  b e l i e f  of many 
others-about f ive thousand Cv, 4 ) ,  which i s  two thou- 
sand more than h i s  l a s t  repor ted  number (Acts 2 :41) .  

QUESTIONS: 1. What i n  the preaching has grieved 
2 .  How opposed m e  t he  the temple-leaders and why? 

leadem t o  Peter and John's preaching? 
many believers are mentioned? 

3 .  About how 

B. Peter's  Words t o  the Authori t ies  
(Study Acts 4:5-12) 

Only a few weeks ago J e s u s  appeared b e f o r e  t h i s  
same Jewish t r i b u n a l ,  so  t h e  a p o s t l e s  f i n d  themselves 
a l s o  before  Annas and Caiaphas. W i l l  t h e  a p o s t l e s  re- 
ceive a more j u s t  h e a r i n g  than  J e s u s  d i d ?  The Sanhed- 
r i n  customari ly  sat  i n  a semi-circle wi th  t h e  accused 
" i n  t h e  midst" (v .  7 ) .  

It i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine j u s t  why 
they ask t h e  a p o s t l e s  t o  inform them concern ing  the 
power and name by which they have hea led  t h e  lame man, 
The counci l  knows they  are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of J e sus .  
Probably t o  o b t a i n  a v e r b a l  charge a g a i n s t  them. Do 
they hope P e t e r  w i l l  bend a g a i n  under p r e s s u r e  as he  
d i d  t h e  n i g h t  of J e s u s '  t r i a l  (Matt. 26:69-75)? O r  i f  
he  d o e s n ' t ,  w i l l  t h e y  g e t  r i d  of the a p o s t l e s  as they  
d i d  Jesus? What w i l l  t h e  a p o s t l e s  answer? 
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J e s u s  t o l d  them such times would come upon them, 
and H e  has  made adequate arrangements t o  ca r ry  them 
through: "Beware of men: f o r  they w i l l  d e l i v e r  you up 
t o  t h e  councils.. .When they d e l i v e r  you up, take  no 
thought how o r  what ye s h a l l  speak: f o r  i t  s h a l l  be 
given you i n  t h a t  same hour For 
i t  i s  no t  ye t h a t  speak, bu t  t he  S p i r i t  of your Fa- 
t h e r  which speaketh i n  you" (Matt. 10: 17-20) . Chr i s t  
has  kep t  H i s  promise, f o r  v. 8 says ,  "Then Peter, 
f i l l e d  wi th  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  sa id . . . "  

Why are they hauled i n t o  cour t?  They should not 
be.  Peter is  no t  amiss when he reminds them it  is f o r  
" the  good deed done t o  t h e  impotent man" and espec ia l -  
l y  "by what means he i s  made whole" (v. 9 ) .  And he has 
no i n c l i n a t i o n  toward denying Jesus  t h i s  t i m e  but says  
i t  i s  "by t h e  name of J e sus  Chr is t  of Nazareth, whom 
ye  c r u c i f i e d ,  whom God r a i s e d  from the  dead.. .doth 
t h i s  man s t and  h e r e  before  you whole" (v . 10) . Three 
speeches by Peter t o  t h e  Jews so f a r  i n  Acts,  and 
t h r e e  t i m e s  he  has  aff i rmed t h a t  God has r a i s e d  J e s u s  
whom they  c r u c i f i e d  (Acts 2 : 3 6 ;  Acts  3 : 1 4 , 1 5 ;  here ) .  
H e  even te l ls  them i n  v .  11 t h a t  t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  of Je- 
s u s  a f t e r  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  of H i m  was d iv ine ly  prophe- 
s i e d  i n  Psa .  118:22 ("The s tone  which the  bu i lde r s  re- 
fused  i s  become t h e  head s tone  of t h e  corner") .  And 
speaking of the  name of J e s u s  Peter boldly a f f i rms ,  
"Nei ther  i s  t h e r e  s a l v a t i o n  i n  any other :  f o r  t he re  i s  
none o t h e r  name under heaven given among men, whereby 
w e  must be saved" (v.  1 2 ) .  Then He  i s  the  only way t o  
God (compare John 1 4 : 6  and I T i m .  2:s) ! Human mora l i ty  
cannot save; denominational a f f i l i a t i o n  cannot;  lodge 
performance cannot.  Nothing but  Chr i s t  can save.  That 
is what P e t e r  proclaims! 

QUESTIONS: 1. Why are some of the  coz-inciZ-members 
the  same as when Jesus appeared before the counciz? 
2 .  What promise of Jesus about the Holy S p i r i t  is fuZ- 
f i z z e d  on t h i s  occasion? 3. What great statement does 
Peter make about the name of Jesus and saZvation? 

what ye s h a l l  speak, 
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C ,  The Leadem' Decision 
(Study Acts 4 :  13-22) 

A s  t h e  l e a d e r s  s i t  and l i s t e n  t o  P e t e r ' s  worda, 
they  are s t r u c k  with t h e i r  boldness  as a r r e s t e d  per-  
sons thus  f e a r l e s s l y  speaking t o  t h e m  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  
P e t e r  and John are from t h e  masses of common people  
and n o t  from t h e  e l i t e  (v. 1 3 ) .  J e s u s ,  t h e i r  c r u c i f i e d  
Master, had n o t  been educated i n  t h e  Jews' r a b b i n i c a l  
schools ,  and Ile feared  no t  t h e i r  c o u n c i l ,  The same 
s p i r i t  i s  found i n  t h e s e  a p o s t l e s ,  and t h e  c o u n c i l  at-  
t r i b u t e s  t h e i r  boldness t o  t h e  One whom they  had been 
w i t h  (v .  1 3 ) .  

A f a c t o r  i n  t h e  a p o s t l e s '  boldness  b e s i d e s  t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  w i t h i n  them is  the hea led  man s t a n d i n g  
wi th  them--the w e l l  Enown lame beggar now hea led!  This 
f a c t  proves t o  t h e  r u l e r s  doing 
anything t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  (v. 13) as w e  s h a l l  see i n  
coming verses. 

Rather t h a n  cont inue with t h e  embarrassing si t-  
u a t i o n  i n  which t h e  r u l e r s  f i n d  themselves,  they  de- 
c i d e  t o  confer  p r i v a t e l y  b e f o r e  proceeding (v. 14). 
The hypocrisy of t h e s e  leaders who used f a l s e  wi tness -  
es a g a i n s t  J e s u s  (Matt. 2 6 : 2 9 )  i s  e v i d e n t  (v. 1 5 ) .  
Since they cannot deny t h e  miracle, why should they  do 
anything t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s ?  Because they  are bent  on 
p u t t i n g  a h a l t  t o  t h e  spread of C h r i s t i a n i t y  (v. 1 7 ) .  
Rather than doing anything t o  them, they  dec ide  t o  re- 
lease them under t h r e a t  n o t  t o  preach any more about  
J e s u s  (v .  1 7 ) .  When P e t e r  and John are aga in  brought  
before  them and threatened,  immediately t h e  l e a d e r s  
can see t h e s e  bold men are n o t  going t o  be i n t i m i d a t e d  
by t h e i r  t h r e a t ,  P e t e r  shows t h a t  t o  hearken t o  them 
means t o  disobey God, which they  r e f u s e  t o  do. A s  t r u e  
wi tnesses  they  w i l l  cont inue t o  a f f i r m  what they  have 
seen  and heard about J e s u s  (v. 19,ZO). It i s  t h e  con- 
v i c t i o n ,  t h e  honesty,  and t h e  courage of t h e s e  apos-. 
t o l i c  preachers ,  t ransplan ted  in to  t h e  early Christ- 

t o  be a real problem 
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i a n s ,  t h a t  w i l l  g ive C h r i s t i a n i t y  i ts  unstoppable pow- 
er h e r e  i n  i t s  beginning tests, and we today should 
no t  s e t t l e  f o r  conv ic t ion le s s  preaching and unconse- 
c r a t e d  members i f  we expect  t o  please God and see 
Chr is  t i a n i  t y triumph ! 

Before leav ing  t h e  account of t h e  hea led  man, 
Luke t e l l s  us he i s  over f o r t y  yea r s  of age (v, 22) ,  
making t h e  miracle even more remarkable.  

QUESTIONS: 1 .  What i s  there about Peter and John 
tha t  causes the Zeaders t o  marvel? 2 .  What i n  t h i s  
event proves the dishonesty of  these Zeaders? 
do these Zeaders know these men are not going t o  r e -  
gard t h e i r  threat? 
Peter? 

3. How 

4 .  How old i s  the man heaZed by 

D .  Their Report and Prayer 
(Study Acts 4:23-31) 

Where do P e t e r  and John go a f t e r  being Ireleased? 
"TO t h e i r  own company" (Greek: "TO t h e i r  own ones") 
(v. 23) .  C h r i s t i a n s  are no t  on ly  jo ined  t o  C h r i s t  
(Rom. 7 : 4 )  as members of t h e  body of Chr i s t  (I Cor. 
12:27) b u t  are a l s o  members of one another  (Rorn. 12:  
5 ) .  "Blest be the t i e  t h a t  binds!'' And what do they do 
when back wi th  t h e i r  b ro the r s  and sisters? "Reported 
a l l  t h a t  t h e  ch ief  priests and e l d e r s  had s a i d  un to  
them" (v.  2 3 ) .  And then they go t o  God i n  prayer  (v. 
2 4 f f ) .  The i r  l e a d e r s  having been threa tened  by men, 
i t  i s  comfort ing t o  know they can c a l l  on God who i s  
so  g r e a t !  The i r  prayer  begins  w i t h  these  words: "Lord, 
thou ar t  God, which h a s t  made heaven, and e a r t h ,  and 
t h e  seaS and a l l  t h a t  i n  them is." Their  being opposed 
by human r u l e r s  reminds them of t h e  words of P s a .  2 :  
1,2 (v .  25,26), You can see i n  v .  27 t h e  e a r l y  
church ' s  view of who were involved i n  c ruc i fy ing  Je- 
sus :  "Herod, and Pont ius  P i l a t e "  ( f o r  no t  r e l e a s i n g  
H i m  when admi t ted ly  innocent ) ,  "Gent i les"  ( t h e  Roman 
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s o l d i e r y  who a c t u a l l y  executed Him), and " the people  
of Israel ' '  ( t h e i r  r u l e r s  who h a t e d  H i m ,  a r r e s t e d  H i m ,  
condemned H i m ,  and k e p t  e n d l e s s  p r e s s u r e  on P i l a t e  un- 
t i l  he y i e l d e d  t o  t h e i r  demands t o  c r u c i f y  Him). 

and He allowed i t  t o  be done a t  t h e  hands of men, who 
d i d  i t  of i n  o r d e r  t o  provide  a n  
u n p a r a l l e l e d  example of H i s  l o v e  f o r  mankind i n  even 
seeking t o  be  merc i fu l  t o  H i s  Son 's  c r u c i f i e r s  ( A c t s  
2: 36-38; 

I n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  l e a d e r s '  t h r e a t e n i n g s ,  f o r  
what do t h e y  pray? For more diplomacy o r  f o r  more 
courage? The l a t t e r  (v .  2 9 ) .  And they  ask  God t o  s t a n d  
by them wi th  more miracles (v. 30 ) .  The ear th- t remor 
along wi th  each of them being f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  (v. 31) b r i n g s  g r e a t  assurance  t o  them t h a t  God 
i s  indeed w i t h  them and is  h e a r i n g  t h e i r  p r a y e r s .  To 
C h r i s t i a n s  i t  i s  " i f  God be f o r  u s ,  who can be  a g a i n s t  
us?"  (Rom. €231). And God answers t h e i r  p rayer  f o r  
courage, f o r  "they spake t h e  word of God w i t h  bold- 
ness" (v. 31 ) .  They are t r u e  s o l d i e r s  of  C h r i s t ,  be ing  
brave when t h e  going i s  rough. 

God w i l l e d  t h a t  J e s u s  d i e  f o r  our s i n s  (v .  28) 

t h e i r  own v o l i t i o n ,  

compare Lu1.e 23: 3 4 )  . 

QUESTIONS: 1. Where do Peter and John go upon being 0 reteased? 2 .  With what words do they begin t h e i r  
prayer? 
we have tha t  God has answered t h e i r  prayers? 

3. For what do they ask? 4 .  That evidence do 

E .  The Church Marches' On 
(Study Acts 4 :  32-37) 

No, t h e  church i s  n o t  going t o  be stopped by hu-. 
man opposi t ion.  Persecut ion  b u t  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  devo- 
t i o n  of i ts  members. "The m u l t i t u d e  of them t h a t  be- 
l i e v e d  were of one h e a r t  and of one s o u l , "  and t h i s  is  
f u l l y  shown by those who have possess ions  s h a r i n g  wi th  
those who have needs (v. 3 2 ) .  A s  long as t h e  church 
h a s  a s t r o n g  f a i t h  i n  God and a g r e a t  l o v e  f o r  one a- 

c 
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no the r ,  Satan cannot s top  i t s  ongoing. Expect Satan t o  
c h i s e l  away a t  t h e  church 's  f a i t h  and a t  the  members' 
l ove  f o r  one another .  I n  Ananias and Sapphira 's  case 
(coming up) w i l l  be h i s  f i rs t  success fu l  a t t e m p t .  No 
wonder then  t h a t  I John 3:23 says,  "This i s  h i s  com- 
mandment, That w e  should be l i eve  on the  name of h i s  
§on J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  and love  one another ,  as he gave us  
commandment. It 

A s  wonderful as t h e  fe l lowship  oE the  church is, 
l e t  u s  realize i t  does n o t  e x i s t  merely f o r  i t s  own 
s p i r i t u a l  enjoyment. It must cont inue  preaching t h e  
gospe l  t o  t h e  unsaved ou t s ide r s .  S t i l l  dedicated t o  
i t s  proclamation, s t - i l l  undaunted by the  l e a d e r s '  
t h r e a t s ,  and now more f u l l y  emboldened by God's an- 
swering t h e i r  p rayer ,  "with g rea t  power gave t h e  apos- 
t l es  wi tness  of t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of the  Lord Jesus"  
( t h e  ve ry  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  gr ieved t h e  opposition--see 
Acts 4:1,2) ,  f o r  God w a s  t r u l y  wi th  them (v. 33) .  

V .  34,35 g ive  u s  more d e t a i l s  about t h e i r  shar-  
ing-program. Nobody l a c k s  because the  be t te r - to-do  
se l l  what they  have ( l ands  o r  houses) and b r ing  t h e  
sale-money t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  according 
t o  t h e  o t h e r s '  needs,  They are w i l l i n g  t o  do t h i s  be- 
cause t h e r e  i s  a need ( see  I John 3117) and because 
they  cons ider  themselves stewards and not  owners of 
what t hey  have (v.  32).  Truly they  are f u l f i l l i n g  
Matt. 6:20,21 and G a l .  6:10. 

V. 36,37 in t roduce  u s  t o  an important  f i g u r e  la- 
ter i n  t h e  book of Acts--Barnabas. A t  t h i s  t i m e  he i s  
s t Joses t '  bu t  w i l l  l a te r  be c a l l e d  "Barnabas" ("son of 
consolat ion ' '  o r  maybe- "son of exhortat ion")  by the  a- 
p o s t l e s ,  a name very b e f i t t i n g  t h i s  good man. Since he 
is  from t h e  i s le  of Cyprus, t he  possession which he 
sells i s  l i k e l y  t h e r e .  In t h a t  ease he  makes a s p e c i a l  
t r i p  t h e r e  t o  se l l  it and r e t u r n s  t o  Jerusalem wi th  
t h e  money. H i s  a c t i o n  ending chapter  4 i s  set i n  stri- 
k ing  c o n t r a s t  t o  that  of Ananias and Sapphira %n t h e  
opening of chapter  5. 
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QUESTIONS: 1,  In  the ir  benevoZent program each has 
given as he has been . * .  . . . . . ., and each has re- 
ceived as he has had . * .  . . . - . .  . . , 2 .  f i a t  forbidden 
doctvine do they continue t o  preach? 3 ,  f i a t  was Bar- 
nabas’s name originaZZy? 4 .  @at  isZand i s  his home? 
5. Wha-b great thing does he do? 
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C H A P T E R  3 

ition 
A .  Ananias and Sapphira's Hypocrisy 

(Study Acts 5:l-11) 

I n ' o r d e r  t o  be i n  s t e p  with what o t h e r s  i n  t h e  
church are doing, t h i s  couple sells  a possession,  bu t  
i n s t e a d  of br inging  t h e  f u l l  amount they keep back a 
p a r t  of i t  (v.  1,Z). They have probably go t t en  a good 
pr ice  for i t  and th ink  they can g e t  away with keeping 
a l i t t l e  of i t .  I n  order  t o  f o o l  t h e  o t h e r s  though, 
they  must b r ing  most of i t .  Actua l ly  t h e i r  wrong i s  
n o t  i n  keeping back some of i t  (Pe te r  recognizes  t h e i r  
r i g h t  in t he  matter--v. 4 )  bu t  i n  l y i n g  about it--re- 
p r e s e p t i n g  t h a t  it i s  the  f u l l  amount. T h e r o l e  of Sa- 
t a n  ('the tempter) i s  pointed out  (v. 3 ) .  Other t i m e s  
t h a t  S a t a n ' s  r o l e  i s  s i m i l a r l y  pointed out :  Judas 
(John 13:2,27) and David (I Chron. 2L:L). We no te  too  
t h a t  s i n c e  t h e i r s  i s  a r e l i g i o u s  a c t  (g iv ing) ,  Ananias 
i s  l y i n g  t o  God and n o t  merely t o  man (v. 4 )  e The l a s t  
words Ananias hea r s  on t h i s  e a r t h  are these:  "Thou 
h a s t  n o t  l i e d  unto men, but  unto God," f o r  wi th  h i s  
hea r ing  t h e s e  words he f a l l s  down dead before  Peter 
(v. 6 ) .  This  i s  no t  a h e a r t  a t t a c k  but  a miracle, f o r  
t h e  same w i l l  happen t o  h i s  wife  when she comes i n  (v. 
10). Most of t h e  B ib le ' s  mirac les  are b le s s ings  t o  
t h o s e  on whom they  are performed (miracles of hea l -  
i ng ,  r e s u r r e c t i o n s ,  e t c . ) ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  a mirac le  of 
judgment and d e s t r u c t i c n  ( l i k e  E l i j a h ' s  c a l l i n g  down 
f i r e  on t h e  wicked King's cap ta ins  and t h e i r  so l -  
d ie rs - - see  I1 Kings 1:9-12). 

We might wonder why a l l  who through t h e  c e n t u r i e s  
have misrepresented t h e i r  g iv ing  have not dropped 
dead. Many t i m e s  t h e  f i r s t  i n f r a c t i o n  of a dispensa-  
t i o n  o r  a f t e r  a l a w  is  proclaimed f i n d s  God v i s i t i n g  
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an open v i o l a t e r  as a warning t o  a l l  
l a t e r  cases: thus  Achan was s toned  ( J o s h ,  7:24-26) ; 
Nadab and Abihu were devoured by f i r e  (Lev. 1 0 : 1 , 2 ) ;  

'1 t h e  e a r t h  swallowed Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (Num. 
16: 27-33) ; f i r e  consumed t h e  two' hundred f i f t y  men who 
should n o t  have been burning i n c e n s e  (Num. 1 6 : 3 5 ) ;  

We might wonder a t  t h e  l i b e r t y  taken  t o  bury  a 
dead man without even n o t i f y i n g  h i s  relatives.  Commen- 
taries genera l ly  by-pass t h i s  very  obvious q u e s t i o n .  
Since Ananias was a divine-judgment case of d e a t h ,  

j u s t  l i k e  Israel  d i d  Achan's 
(Josh. 7:25,26) and Absalom's ( I 1  Sam. 18:17). 

Three hours  l a te r  Sapphira comes i n  (v. 7 ) .  She 
may be  looking f o r  Ananias o r  may be  coming t o  s h a r e  
i n  t h e  p r a i s e  received because of t h e i r  sale and g i f t .  
P e t e r  g ives  her an oppor tuni ty  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t  
she s h a r e s  i n  t h e  l i e  (v. 8 ) .  She t o o  i s  t o l d  of t h e i r  
s i n  a g a i n s t  God's S p i r i t ,  and the las t  words she h e a r s  
on t h i s  e a r t h  are: "Behold, t h e  f e e t  of them which 
have bur ied  thy husband are a t  t h e  door ,  and shal l  
ca r ry  thee  out" (v. 9 ) .  And they  do (v .  10) . 

We can understand t h e  f e a r  t h a t  comes on t h e  
o ther  members as w e l l  as on o u t s i d e r s  as a consequence 
(v. 11). Such judgments cause people  t o  "hear and 
fear" (Deut. 21:18-21) and t o  be  r e l u c t a n t  t o  f o l l o w  
t h e  example of such victims (Deut. 13:ll). 

ra s e l l  t he i r  possession? 2. f i a t  is t h e i r  actual 

judgment on t h e  

r 
i: etc' 

II 
r. 
D 
0 
!I 

I they t reat  h i s  dead body 

QUESTIONS: 1. Why do you think Anmias and Sapphi- 

have not a l l  who have misrepresented t h s i r  g iv -  
5. What are the  l a s t  words Sapphipa 

3 .  What are the la s t  words Ananias hears? 1 
ing dropped chad? 

B .  A z z  the Apostles m e  Arrested 
(Study Acts 5 : 12-42) 

G hears? 

1 Such mighty miracles be ing  performed by the a- 
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p o s t l e s  (v .  12) cause people t o  magnify them as a very  
special group t h a t  no men d a r e s  j o i n  (v. 12,13). The 
church has  l o s t  two members i n  Ananias and Sapphira 
( h y p o c r i t i c a l  members), bu t  t h e i r  number i s  more than  
rep laced ,  f o r  "be l ievers  were t h e  more added t o  t h e  
Lord, mu l t i t udes  both of men and women'' (v. 14) .  When 
word g e t s  ou t  t h a t  even t h e  shadow of Pe te r  pass ing  o- 
ver t h e  bodies  of t he  s i c k  i n  t h e  streett br ings  heal-  
i n g ,  people  begin t o  br ing  t h e i r  s i c k  from surrounding 
c i t i e s .  

This  i s  too  much €or  t h e  envious,  s p i t e f u l  h igh  
p r i e s t  (Caiaphas) and h i s  f e l low Sadducees whose word 
no t  t o  speak t o  anybody i n  t h e  name o f  Jesus  (Acts 4 :  
17,181 has  been t o t a l l y  disregarded.  They arrest all 
t h e  a p o s t l e s  and put them i n  j a i l  (v. 18). But i t  does 
them no good, f o r  an angel  releases them and t e l l s  
them t o  go t o  t h e  temple and preach (v. 1 9  $20). 

Unaware of the  ange l ' s  a c t i o n  t h e  high p r i e s t  
cal ls  t h e  counc i l  toge ther  the next  morning and sends 
t o  t h e  p r i s o n  f o r  t he  a p o s t l e s  (v. 21).  The o f f i c e r s  
s tar t le  t h e  counci l  by r e t u r n i n g  wi th  the message, 
"The p r i s o n  t r u l y  found w e  shu t  with a l l  s a f e t y ,  and 
t h e  keepers  s tanding  without  before  t h e  doors: bu t  
when we had opened, w e  found no man within" (v. 22, 
23).  The counc i l  members' puzzled remarks t o  one an- 
o t h e r  are i n t e r r u p t e d  by one coming i n  r epor t ing  t h a t  
t h e  a p o s t l e s  are i n  the  temple  preaching t o  the  people  
(v.  24,251. 

"qui t s"  
by t h i s  t i m e .  But no, they send t h e  cap ta in  and h i s  
o f f i c e r s  t o  b r i n g  them--but without  t h e  use of fo rce .  
And why no fo rce?  "They f ea red  the  people,  les t  they  
should be stoned" (v, 26 ) .  You th ink  they w i l l  r e f r a i n  
because of f e a r i n g  God. But remember they are Saddu- 
cees  and do n o t  be l i eve  i n  any h e r e a f t e r  (Acts 23: 
8)--consequently do not  be l i eve  i n  any judgment or any 
h e l l .  They are no t  concerned about r i g h t  and wrong. 
They are unpr inc ip led .  The only f e a r  they are concern- 
ed about is  what t h e  people might do t o  them. (v. 2 6 ) .  

We would th ink  t h e  l eade r s  would c a l l  i t  
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It i s  ev ident  t h a t  Peter and John do no t  f e a r  
them ( see  Matt. 10:27,28) b u t  have continued i n  t h e  
course they s a i d  they would ( s e e  Acts 4:18-20). When 
faced  wi th  t h e  charge of d i s r ega rd ing  t h e i r  command 
no t  t o  teach  i n  t h e  name of J e s u s ,  they are aga in  bold  
i n  t h e i r  rep ly :  "We ought t o  obey God r a t h e r  t han  
man." The " fea r  of man" b r ings  no "snare" t o  them (see 
Prov. 29: 25) .  "The r igh teous  are bold as a l i o n "  
(Prov. 2 8 ; l ) .  And they go on t o  imp l i ca t e  f u r t h e r  
t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  g u i l t  (v, 20), t o  g l o r i f y  J e s u s  (v. 
31) ,  and t o  dec la re  t h e i r  own a p o s t o l i c  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  
d iv ine  program (v .  32).  And how i s  t h i s  r ece ived  by 
t h e  l eade r s?  "Thep were cut  t o  t h e  h e a r t  (compare Heb. 
4 :  12), and took counsel t o  s l a y  them" (v .  33) .  A l l  
t h a t  keeps the  counci l  from doing t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  what 
they  d id  t o  Je sus  i s  the  advice  of t h e  famous t eache r  
Gamaliel, t he  same Gamaliel who had been Saul  of  Tar- 
sus's t eacher  (Acts 22:3). 

Gamaliel asks  t o  speak t o  t h e  counc i l  i n  private 
where he warns them about k i l l i n g  t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  f o r  i f  
they  are s e n t  w i l l  be  f i g h t i n g  a- 
g a i n s t  God (v. 3 9 ) .  He a l s o  a s su red  them on t h e  b a s i s  
of o t h e r  attempted l e a d e r s  among Jewish segments 
(Theudas and Judas of Galilee--v. 36,371 t h a t  if t h e  
a p o s t l e s  have i n s t i g a t e d  t h i s  movement themselves i t  
w i l l  soon run i t s  course and f a i l  (v. 38) .  H i s  adv ice  
is  t h e  vo ice  of one who has n o t  made up h i s  mind whe- 
t h e r  t h i s  work i s  of God o r  of man. The cau t ion  he  
shows i s  evidence t h a t  t he  t r a n s p i r i n g s  have made in-  
roads  i n  h i s  mind t h a t  have n o t  been made i n  t h e  minds 
of t h e  o the r s .  (Note: Had Gamaliel known C h r i s t i a n i t y  
t o  be a humanly o r ig ina t ed  movement and not  of God, 
his advice would and should have been d i f f e r e n t ) .  

bu t  i n  r e l e a s i n g  them 
t h e  counci l  g ives  them a b e a t i n g  and f u r t h e r  charges  
them not  t o  speak i n  the  name of J e s u s  (v, 4 0 ) .  A s  t h e  
a p o s t l e s  depa r t ,  they  r e j o i c e  t o  be a b l e  t o  s u f f e r  f o r  
Jesus, Je sus  had taught  another  reason  t o  r e j o i c e  over  

of God the  counc i l  

They y i e l d  t o  h i s  counsel,  
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persecut ion:  "Great i s  your reward i n  heaven" (Matt. 
5:lO-12). They f u l f i l l  what Pe te r  la ter  wrote: "If any 
man s u f f e r  as a Chr i s t i an ,  l e t  him not  be ashamed" 
(I P e t .  4 : 1 6 ) .  

Nor does t h i s  persecut ion  s top  t h e i r  spreading 
t h e  gospel :  "They ceased not  t o  teach and preach Je sus  
Christ"--"daily in the  temple ,  and i n  every house" (v. 
4 2 ) .  J e s u s  must be  preached i f  people are t o  accept  
H i m .  Evangelism i s  a "dai ly"  matter. This  preaching 
must be done t o  t h e  masses i n  publ ic  p l aces  ( l i k e  
t h e i r  "temple") and i n  the  homes of the  unsaved. Com- 
pare  Acts  20:20. 

QUESTIONS: 1. Has the church Zost or gained nwn- 
bers over the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira? 
is said about Peter's  shadow? 3. Why do the leaders 
arrest  the apostZes? 4 .  H o w  do the apostles get out 
of j a i l ?  5. why does the council bring the aposttes 
without the. use of force? 
from the wrath o f  the council? 
the apost Zes continue teaching and preaching? 

2. What 

6 .  what saves the aposttss 
7 .  I n  what 2 places do 

C.  The Grecian-Widow Problem 
(Study Acts 6:l-7) 

C h r i s t  i n t e n d s  f o r  t he  church t o  grow l i k e  a 
g r a i n  of mustard seed (Matt. 13:31,32) and t o  spread 
l i k e  leaven  i n  meal (Matt. 13:33) .  On Pentecost  t h e r e  
are t h r e e  thousand addi t ions  (Acts 2 : 4 1 ) ,  and day by 
day t h e  Lord cont inues t o  add t o  t h a t  number (Acts 2: 
4 7 ) .  By Acts 4 : 4  t he  number has  grown t o  f i v e  thou- 
sand. Following t h e  deaths  of Ananias and Sapphira 
" b e l i e v e r s  were t h e  more added t o  the  Lord, mu l t i t udes  
both of men and women" And now Acts 6:l 
speaks of t h e  number of t h e  d i s c i p l e s  mult iplying!  The 
gospel-leaven i s  working even i n  Jerusalem. 

We are n o t  t o l d  why t h e  Grecian widows are ne- 
g l ec t ed  i n  t h e  d a i l y  m i n i s t r a t i o n  of food (v. 1). 

(Acts 5:14) 
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Likely i t  I s  n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l .  These are no t  Gentiles 
'but Jews. Grecian Jews are Jews born and brought  up 
ou t s ide  of Palestine and who, as a r e s u l t ,  have Greek 
as t h e i r  native tongue. (All Jews d i spe r sed  through-  
out  t he  world were "Grecian" Jews. Such Jews were 
found i n  almost every c i t y  where P a u l  preached . )  The 
Hebrew Jews are Jews who are natives o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  and 
they f e e l  supe r io r  t o  those  Jews r e s i d i n g  i n  o t h e r  
lands .  

Rather than  l e t t i n g  t h e  neg l igence  cont inue  and 
the  murmuring become worse, t h e  a p o s t l e s  set an ex- 
ample of g e t t i n g  th ings  s e t t l e d  b e f o r e  they  proceed 
f u r t h e r .  Many matters are wise ly  handled by l e a d e r s h i p  
alone, but  i n  t h i s  case t h e  a p o s t l e s  i nvo lve  t h e  mem- 
bersh ip  i n  t h e  s o l u t i o n .  Rather t han  t h e  a p o s t l e s  ad- 
ding overseeing t h e  d a i l y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  p r e -  
s e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  which would c u r t a i l  t h e i r  
preaching work, they c a l l  on t h e  membership t o  s e l e c t  
an ample number of men t o  care f o r  t h e  matter. The 
f a c t  t h a t  seven men w i l l  be needed i n d i c a t e s  j u s t  how 
s i z e a b l e  the  Jerusalem congregat ion is. 

The men s e l e c t e d  are t o  be of "honest r e p o r t "  (v. 
3 ) ,  f o r  they w i l l  be adminis te r ing  t h e  money of the 
church. They are a l s o  t o  be men of "wisdom", f o r  t hey  
w i l l  have judgments t o  make from case t o  case. And 
they are t o  be men r e a l l y  
godly men who w i l l  i n  no way become involved  a f f e c -  
t i o n a t e l y  with t h e  widows. With such men i n  charge  t h e  
a p o s t l e s  can cont inue t o  g ive  themselves  " c o n t i n u a l l y  
t o  p raye r ,  and t o  t h e  min i s t ry  of t h e  word" (v .  4 ) .  
The a p o s t l e s '  t i m e  i s  t o  be devoted t o  two t h i n g s :  
prayer  t o  God and min i s t e r ing  t h e  Word t o  people .  Th i s  
i s  t h e i r  time-consuming l a b o r ,  They d o n ' t  j u s t  p ray  
( l i k e  monks i s o l a t e d  i n  a monastery) ,  b u t  t hey  preach 
a l s o  ( they are people-involved).  On t h e  o t h e r  hand 
they don ' t  j u s t  preach,  t r u s t i n g  t h e i r  own wisdom and 
a b i l i t y  but  spend much t i m e  pray ing  f o r  God t o  h e l p  
them and use them. A l l  of us need t o  heed Prov.  3:5: 

" f u l l  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t " ,  
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"Trust  i n  t h e  Lord wi th  a l l  t h i n e  h e a r t ;  and l e a n  n o t  
un to  t h i n e  own understanding. 

It i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  so lve  problems when people  
want them solved.  Both the  a p o s t l e s  and t h e  membership 
see t h e  j u s t n e s s  of t h e  Grecians '  complaint and do no t  
reprimand them f o r  t h e i r  charge but  set out  t o  r i g h t  
t h e i r  wrong. The proposed s o l u t i o n  by t h e  a p o s t l e s  
p l e a s e s  t h e  whole mul t i tude  (v. 5), and they choose 
seven good men f o r  the  t a sk .  All seven have Greek 
names--the membership goes f u l l  d i s t ance  t o  provide 
accep tab le  l eade r sh ip  f o r  t he  p r o j e c t .  Greeks looking 
o u t  f o r  Grecian widows! To add t o  t h e  f i r s t  name i n  
t h e  l i s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Stephen i s  a man " f u l l  of f a i t h  
and of t h e  Holy S p i r i t "  (v. 5) shows t h a t  he i s  espec- 
i a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  and is  probably t h e  one p u t  i n  charge 
of t h e  Grecian d i s t r i b u t i o n  program. We w i l l  hea r  more 
about  him la te r  a s  w e l l  as the  next  man i n  t h e  list 
( P h i l i p ) .  We know nothing more of t h e  o the r  f i v e  than 
what i s  mentioned here .  

The ques t ion  of whether t h e s e  seven are deacons 
i s  o f t e n  d iscussed  and y e t  no t  e a s i l y  s e t t l e d .  Able 
s c h o l a r s  can be  found on both s i d e s  of t he  ques t ion .  
S ince  t h e  ques t ion  i s  not  d i r e c t l y  discussed i n  t h e  
s e t t i n g ,  poss ib ly  no one should be abso lu te ly  dogmatic 
about  t h e  matter. Your writer's s t u d i e s  i n c l i n e  him 
toward t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  they are a committee of seven 
t o  t a k e  care of a particular matter while  t h e  need 
p r e v a i l s .  The committee members might have been se- 
l e c t e d  by t h e  l e a d e r s  ( a s  i s  customary with a commit- 
t e e )  bu t  which i n  t h i s  case was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  people  
themselves ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  happy s e l e c t i o n s  r epor t ed  
above. The t h r e e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  r equ i r ed  h e r e  are sig- 
n i f i c a n t l y  fewer than  those  i n  t h e  deacon-qualifica- 
t i o n  l i s t  i n  I T i m .  3:8-13. I f  they are deacons, is 
t h e i r  on ly  work segment of 
widows r a t h e r  than  the  o the r  work of deacons too? The 
chief argument advanced for t he€ r  being deacons i s  
found i n  v. 2 ,  where the  a p o s t l e s  say i t  i s  n o t  r i g h t  

t o  take  ca re  of a s p e c i a l  
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f o r  them t o  leave t h e  Word of God t o  serve (Greek: 
' 'diakonein") t a b l e s .  This of i t se l f  does n o t  prove che , 

point, f o r  t h a t  v e r b a l  ( i n f i n i t i v e )  comes from t h e  
verb  "diakoneo" which i s  commonly used of many who 
were not  deacons. Z t  i s  u s u a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  "minis te r -  
ed". For in s t ance  angels  "minis tered" t o  Je sus  (Matt. 
4 : 2 1 ) .  Peter 's  mother-in-law "ministered" t o  J e s u s  and 
t h e  a p o s t l e s  (Matt. 8: 15) . J e s u s  came t o  "minis ter"  
and give  H i s  l i f e  a ransom f o r  many (Matt. 20:28). 
These f e w  examples are merely a sample of many such 
c i t e d  i n  any Greek Concordance, proving t h a t  t h e s e  
seven cannot be s a i d  t o  be deacons simply on t h e  b a s i s  
that:  they are going t o  serve ("diakonein") t a b l e s .  
Check t h i s  i f  you have references works t o  do s o ,  

Now comes t h e  a c t u a l  s e t t i n g  t h e s e  men apart t o  
t h e i r  work. The a p o s t l e s  approve t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  
then  solemnly pray and l a y  t h e i r  hands on them, I n  t h e  
l i g h t  of  Acts 6:8 (Stephen) and of Acts 8:6 ( P h i l i p )  
t h i s  imposi t ion of a p o s t o l i c  hands has  e v i d e n t l y  i m -  
pa r t ed  miraculous powers t o  them a l s o ,  as we s h a l l  
see. 

Does t h i s  arrangement se t t le  t h e  Grecian-widow 
problem? Does t h e  congregat ion su rv ive  t h i s  problem? 
And does t h e  church now go marching on? V .  7 answers 
wi th  t h r e e  d e f i n i t e  s ta tements :  (1) t h e  Word of  God 
i n c r e a s e s  (more are w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  preach- 
i n g  of t h e  a p o s t l e s ) ;  (2) t h e  number of d i s c i p l e s  i n  
Jerusalem m u l t i p l i e s  g r e a t l y  (more people  are convin- 
ced t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  r i g h t ) ;  and (3) even many of 
t h e  Jewish priests become obedient  t o  the  f a i t h  ( t h e  
p r i e s t s  are Sadducees, and t h a t  sect does n o t  b e l i e v e  
i n  any r e s u r r e c t i o n ;  hence, t h e  preaching of t h e  res- 
u r rec t ed  C h r i s t  i s  indeed making s i g n i f i c a n t  i n roads  
i n t o  t h i s  very  p a r t y  t h a t  has  been d e s p e r a t e l y  t r y i n g  
eo s t o p  it--see Acts 3:l-3; 5:17,18,24-28,40).  Every 
s o  o f t e n  t h e r e  i s  a v e r s e  o r  two i n  Luke's w r i t i n g s  
' i n  Acts i n  which a sreat summary of matters is made, 
Such is  v.  7 along wi th  2:46,47; 9:31: l l :26-- to  l i s t  
a few, They make g r e a t  memory verses. 
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QUESTIONS: 2 .  Who are Grecian Jews? 2 ,  How many 
men w i l Z  it take t o  erne for  the Gwcian widows? 
3. What qualif ieatdons are these men t o  haw? 4 .  In 
what 2 things w i l l  the apostles busy themselves? 
5.  what favors the men selected not being deacons? 
6 .  why does the Gmek word f o r  "serve" beirzg "diako- 
nein" not prove they are deacons? 
men s e t  apart f o r  the ir  work? 

7 .  Hot'! are t h s e  

D .  Stephen is Stoned 
(Study Acts 6:8--8:4) 

Stephen i s  h e r e  s a i d  t o  be performing mirak1es.a- 
mong t h e  people ,  and from what fo l lows  w e  can  see he 
is  doing more than  serv ing  tables--or maybe the da i ly -  
m i n i s t r a t i o n  has passed.  If t h e  former is t h e  case, we 
observe t h e  r u l e  t h a t  when people consecra te  them- 
selves t o  s e r v i n g  God, they  are n o t  conten t  t o  do only  
what they s t a r t e d  out  to do, bu t  t h e i r  service t o  t h e  
Lord grows and t akes  on a d d i t i o n a l  a s p e c t s .  It i s  
probable  too  t h a t  by t h i s  t i m e  t hose  who have s tayed  
over  i n  Jerusa lem fol lowing Pentecos t  have r ece ived  e- 
nough t each ing  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  many f a r - sca t t e red  
homes so  t h a t  t h e  "seven" ( thus they  are r e f e r r e d  t o  
i n  Acts 21) are no longer needed i n  t h a t  r o l e .  This 
s e c t i o n  fo l lows  Stephen. Chapter 8 w i l l  follow P h i l i p .  
We have no th ing  extra concerning t h e  otl ler f i v e  men. 

Both Stephen and PhLlip are c r e d i t e d  with per- 
forming miracles (Acts 6:8 f o r  Stephen and Acts 8:6 
f o r  P h i l i p ) .  They are t h e  f i r s t  o t h e r  than a p o s t l e s  t o  
work miracles since C h r i s t ' s  ascension.  Since t h e  lay-  
i n g  on of a p o s t l e s '  hands b r ings  miraculous power 
( I 1  T i m .  1 :6;  A c t s  8:18; Acts 19:6) ,  t h e s e  two men 
l i k e l y  r ece ived  t h e i r  power when t h e  a p o s t l e s '  hands 
were l a i d  on them i n  Acts 6:6.  

I n  commenting on v. 1 about t h e  Grecian Jews 
( J e w s  born and brought up o u t s i d e  of P a l e s t i n e ) ,  we 
expla ined  t h a t  t h e  native-born Jews of Jerusalem and 
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P a l e s t i n e  f e l t  super ior  t o  Grecian Jews, Such Grecian 
Jews, men of d i f f e r e n t  p l aces  l i s t e d  i n  v. 9,  have a 
synagogue of t h e i r  own i n  Jerusalem. Stephen h i m s e l f ,  
as we have not iced  from h i s  Greek name, i s  Grecian and 
may have been i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h e i r  synagogue b e f o r e  
h i s  acceptance of C h r i s t ,  They do no t  ag ree  w i t h  h i s  
alignment with the  fo l lowers  of Jesus. They invo lve  
him in a d i s p u t e  (v ,  9 ) .  Gantt you hear  them g e t  loud- 
er and louder  as he tries t o  persuade them concerning 
Je sus  and as they defend t h e i r  l e a d e r s '  a c t i o n  i n  con- 
demning and c ruc i fy ing  Jesus? It i s  some d i s p u t e ,  f o r  
when Jews d i spu te ,  they d ispute- -espec ia l ly  i n  Pa le-  
s t i n e !  Though it is  one man a g a i n s t  several, t hey  can- 
not  res is t  t h e  wisdom and S p i r i t  by which Stephen 
speaks (v. 10)-- just  as J e s u s  had promised: "I w i l l  
g ive you a mouth and wisdom, which a l l  your adversar -  
ies s h a l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  gainsay nor  resist" (Luke 21: 
15). 

What w i l l  Stephen 's  opponents do s i n c e  they  f i n d  
themselves t h e  l o s e r s  i n  the  d i spu te?  Bel ieve? I f  they 
have good and honest  h e a r t s ,  t h e  Word w i l l  b r i n g  f o r t h  
f r u i t  i n  t h e i r  l ives  (Luke 8:15) ,  bu t  s i n c e  they  are 
"disputing" the  case  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  When people  d i s -  
pute,  t h e i r  goa l  i s  t o  prove t h e  o t h e r  personswrong. 
When they d o n ' t  succeed, they do n o t  g ive  i n  and j o i n  
t h e  s i d e  t h a t  is  r i g h t .  

Stephen 's  opponents are so  defea ted  and enraged 
they are determined t o  ge t  r i d  of h i m .  And i n  o r d e r  t o  
do so  they s toop t o  the  same dishones ty  J e z e b e l  em- 
ployed t o  get: Naboth condemned (I Icings 21:13) and t h e  
counci l  used t o  condemn Jesus  (Matt. 26:59-61). The i r  
procedure: (1) They secure men (probably w i t h  b r ibe -  
money) t o  c i r c u l a t k  t h i s  r e p o r t  among t h e  people:  "We 
have heard him speak blasphemous words a g a i n s t  Moses 
and aga ins t  God" (v.  11). (2)  This  stirs up t h e  people  
aga ins t  Stephen who w i l l  then  s i d e  wi th  Stephen 's  en- 
emies (v. 12 ) .  (3) The e l d e r s  and s c r i b e s  arrest him , 

and bring him Yo t h e  counci l  t h a t  has  a l r e a d y  shown 
i ts  p re jud ice  a g a i n s t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  (Acts 4 :  16-18) (v. 

, ' I  
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of Chr i s t  never disowned t h e i r  phys i ca l  t ies  wi th  
t h e i r  Jewish people: Acts 2:29; Acts 3:17; Acts  9:17; 
e t c , )  and as " fa thers"  ( the  counc i l  members were t h e  
l eade r s  of t h e  n a t i o n ) ,  

Occasional ly  the  New Testament (by i n s p i r a t i o n )  
includes some information about Old Testament even t s  
not  recorded i n  the  Old Testament i t s e l f .  Reece i n  h i s  
commentary on Acts l i s t s  a number of them: Enoch's 
prophecy (Jude 12); t he  names of t h e  Egyptian magi- 
c ians  (11 T i m .  3 :8) ;  t he  hope t h a t  s u s t a i n e d  Abraham 
as he went t o  o f f e r  I s aac  (Heb. 11:19) ; Moses' ac- 
knowledgment of f e a r  a t  M t .  S i n a i  (Heb. 12:21); Moses' 
motive f o r  leav ing  the  cour t  of Pharaoh (Heb, ll:24- 
26) ; and t h e  prayer  of E l i j a h  (Jas. 5:17) . Added t o  
t h i s  l i s t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  Stephen mentions here :  
t h a t  even before  God ca l l ed  Abraham t o  leave Haran and 
proceed i n t o  Canaan (v. 
1 - 4 ) .  While Gen. recognizes t h a t  Abraham f i r s t  l i v e d  
i n  U r  of Chaldea (Gen. 11:31)# i t  does n o t  r eco rd  
God's c a l l  t h a t  Stephen mentions. Abraham's ca l l  was  
t o  leave h i s  country (a tes t  of h i s  obedience) ,  t o  
leave h i s  kindred ( they were idolatrous--Josh. 24:2), 
and t o  go t o  a land (a test of h i s  
f aith--Heb. 11: 8) . Gen. 12: 1-3 does record  Abraham's 
c a l l  t o  l eave  Haran. He was 75 a t  t h e  time and took 
h i s  nephew Lot with him i n t o  Canaan (Gen. 12:4,5), 

Abraham mere ly  sojourned i n  Canaan. H e  d i d  n o t  
o m  any of t h e  land (v. 5) except  t h e  Cave of Mach- 
pelah which he bought as a b u r i a l  p l a c e  (Gen. 23:l- 
20). (P lease  see comments on v. 16 a l s o , )  A s  he  so- 
journed i n  va r ious  p laces  i n  the  l a n d ,  he r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  someday i t  would a l l  belong t o  h i s  o f f s p r i n g ,  God 
having promised i t  t o  h i s  descendants  even be fo re  he 
had any c h i l d r e n  (v.  5). This  promise i s  i n  Gen. 15: 
2-7,18-21. That very n igh t  God gave him a v i s i o n  of 
t h ings  t o  come r e f e r r e d  t o  by S tephen ' s  words i n  v. 6, 
7 (see Gen. 15:12-16). 

Many yea r s  of h i s t o r y  are b o i l e d  down i n  v .  8. 

He had appeared t o  h i m  a t  U r  

H e  would show him 
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The covenant of c i rcumcision was i n s t i t u t e d  i n  Gen. 
17:9-12. The Old Testament people of God began with A- 
braham. God took one of Abraham's descendants--Isaac, 
Then H e  took only  one of Isaac's--Jacob. Then H e  was 
ready  t o  t a k e  a l l  of one man's descendants as H i s  peo- 
ple--Jacob 's  descendants .  You can see why t h e  names 
"Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob" are f requen  . ly  l i nked  to- 
ge the r  (Exo. 3:6; Exo. 6:8; Deut. 9:27; Matt. 8 r l l ;  
Luke 13:28; and many o the r  i n s t a n c e s ) .  Stephen a p t l y  
ca l l s  J a c o b ' s  twelve sons "pa t r ia rchs ' '  f o r  t he  descen- 
d a n t s  of each of these  sons became one of t h e  twelve 
t r i b e s  of Israel fol lowing t h e  Exodus. 

Then i n  v. 9 Stephen comes t o  Joseph ' s  b ro the r s  
s e l l i n g  him (Gen. 37 : 12-28) because of "envy" (Gen. 
37:Z-11 g ives  a background of t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  aga ins t  
Joseph) .  Most t r a n s l a t i o n s  g ive  " jealousy" i n s t e a d  of 
t h e  King James' "envy". Down. i n t o  Egypt he w a s  taken 
(Gen. 3 9 : l ) .  The b l e s s ing  of God w a s  with him (v. 9) 
t o  h e l p  him overcome h i s  sorrows and t o  g e t  him re- 
l e a s e d  from t h e  j a i l  i n t o  which he  had been unr ight -  
eous ly  cast (Gen. 39: 21--41: 9) . 

Stephen recal ls  t o  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t h e  two t r i p s  t o  
Egypt by Joseph ' s  b ro the r s  and h i s  being made known t o  
them (v.  11,12). The d e t a i l s  are found i n  Gen. 42:l-- 
45:8. Joseph then  sent f o r  h i s  f a t h e r  and a l l  Jacob's 
o f f s p r i n g  t o  move i n t o  Egypt (v. 1 4 ) .  When Gen. 46:27 
s a y s  t h e  t o t a l  number of Israelites dwellfng i n  Egypt 
w a s  70, we are su rp r i sed  when we hear Stephen say  75. 
I f  h e  is quot ing  t h e  Hebrew f o r  Gen. 46:27, he  w i l l  
say1 70. Since  he  i s  quot ing t h e  Greek t r a n s l a t i o n  com- 
monly i n  u s e  among h i s  h e a r e r s ,  it says  75. In sp i r a -  
t i o n  has  him u t i l i z i n g  t h e  Greek Septuagint  r a t h e r  
t han  s t o p  t o  argue t h e  po in t .  Jacob was 130 when ha 
went t o  Egypt (Gen. 47:9). He spent  the last seventeen 
y e a r s  of  h i s  l i f e  t he re ,  dying a t  t h e  age of 147 (Gen. 
47:28). Before dying he requested t o  be buried i n  the  
Cdve of Machpelah where Abraham and Sarah, Lsaac and 
Rebekah, and Leah were a l r eady  entombed (Gen. 49:29- 
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31), making it  one of the  most famous tombs i n  the  
world,  You may v i s i t  t h a t  famous p l ace  today a t  Hebron 
though you are not  admitted t o  t h e  tomb-chamber i t -  
s e l f ,  Gen. 50:1,2 sounds a s  i f  Joseph had him mummi- 
f i e d ,  I f  s o ,  h i s  mummy i s  probably i n  t h e  tomb-chamber 
even y e t ,  which t h e  Arabs, who c o n t r o l  i t ,  n e i t h e r  
e n t e r  nor  a l low anybody else t o .  

A random reading  of Y. 15,16 might l ead  one t o  
th ink  Jacob was bur ied  i n  Sychem (Shechem) which 
would pose a problem s ince  Gen. 49 says he was bur i ed  
i n  t h e  cave of Machpelah a t  Hebron. The Greek clears 
up t h e  problem, In Greek "our f a t h e r s "  (Reuben, Sim- 
eon, Levi ,  e t c . )  i s  nominative p l u r a l ,  making i t  t h e  
sub jec t  of a new c lause  with t h e  verb "died" under- 
s tood .  The "and" before  'lour f a t h e r s "  shows i t  t o  be a 
compound sentence whose meaning is: Jacob went down 
i n t o  Egypt, and he d ied ,  and our f a t h e r s  d ied  and were 
c a r r i e d  over i n t o  Sychem (Shechem) and l a i d  i n  t h e  
sepulchre  t h a t  Abraham bought ... 

A s  previous ly  s t a t e d ,  Stephen 's  sermon con ta ins  a 
number of i n sp i r ed  d e t a i l s  n o t  recorded i n  t h e  Old 
Testament. V.  16 conta ins  two: (1) Gen. te l ls  t h a t  
when Jacob d ied ,  h i s  body was c a r r i e d  t o  Hebron and 
bur ied  (Gen. SO: 13). Joseph charged t h e  Israel i tes  t o  
take  h i s  body with  them when they would leave Egypt 
(Gen. 50:24,25), and they d id  (Exo. 13:19; Josh .  2 4 :  
32). But t h e  Old Testament drops the  coverage t h e r e .  
But Stephen shows t h a t  each of t h e  o t h e r  sons of Jacob 
rece ived  the  same loving  treatment. A l l  of them were 
entombed a t  t h e  same place as Joseph, according t o  
Stephen. (2)  Gen.' 33: 1 9  and Josh .  24:  32 c r e d i t  Jacob 
with purchasing t h a t  p iece  of ground a t  Shechem from 
the  sons of Hamor. Stephen says  Abraham purchased i t .  
Abraham l i k e l y  purchased i t  when he  e a r l y  l i v e d  .at 
Shechem ( i n  Gen. 12 ) .  The rest of h i s  l i f e  he spen t  i n  
the  south .  Then'came t h e  l i f e  of I s a a c .  Then the  e a r l y  
l i f e  of Jacob. With no family r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  Shechem 
area a11 those  years  t o  keep Abraham's possess ion  in -  
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t ac t ,  it became l o s t  t o  the family,  and Jacob had t o  
repurchase i t  i n  order  t o  have it. H e  probably wanted 
i t  because it had once belonged t o  h i s  grandfa ther .  H e  
gave i t  t o  Joseph and h i s  o f f s p r i n g  ( Josh ,  2 4 : 3 2 ;  com- 
pare  John 4 : 5 ) .  Joseph ' s  fo rg iv ing  a t t i t u d e  toward h i s  
b r o t h e r s  l i v e d  on i n  h i s  o f f s p r i n g ' s  a t t i t u d e ,  p e r m i t -  
t i n g  t h e  rest of Israel t o  bury t h e i r  f a t h e r s  t he re .  
Joseph 's  famous sepulchre i s  about % m i l e  from Jacob 's  
Well, which comports wi th  John 4 : 5 6 .  

"The t i m e  of the  promise" t o  Abraham t h a t  drew 
near  (v .  17 )  w a s  t h e  end of fou r  hundred yea r s  i n  E- 
gypt (Gen. 15:13,14). For a v i v i d  s ta tement  of how t h e  
Israelites m u l t i p l i e d  i n  Egypt (v. 17) see Exo. 1:7. 

The new k i n g  who a rose  who knew no t  Joseph (v. 
18) w a s  l i k e l y  t h e  k ing  of a new dynasty of kings-- 
a new regime t h a t  took over  Egypt. When a new power 
t a k e s  over  a country,  t h a t  power does n o t  r ega rd  t h e  
heroes  i n  a former regime. An h i s t o r i a n  Manetho, l i v -  
ing  i n  t h e  Inter-Testament Per iod  ( t h e  per iod  between 
our  Old and New Testaments),  d iv ided  Egyptian h i s t o r y  
i n t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  dynas t ies  t h a t  r u l e d  i t .  The Hyksos 
kings  (sometimes c a l l e d  t h e  Shepherd k ings)  had ru l ed  
Egypt f o r  sometime. They were Asiatic i n  o r i g i n  and 
were Semi t ic ,  t h u s  f e e l i n g  a k insh ip  wi th  t h e  Israel- 
i tes.  The nex t  dynasty t h a t  regarded n o t  Joseph w a s  a 
n a t i v e  Egypt ian dynasty.  

Stephen recalls i n  v. 39 t h e  ha rdsh ips  brought on 
t h e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s  by t h e  new r u l i n g  set-up i n  Egypt, 
ha rdsh ips  t h a t  had been envis ioned by Abraham (Gen. 
15:P3). P a r t i c u l a r l y  does he r e c a l l  t h e  l a w  a g a i n s t  
t h e  male bab ie s  (Exo. 1:15-22). Be r ecoun t s  i n  v. 20, 
2'1 t h e  w e l l  known h i s t o r y  of t h e i r  g r e a t  l eade r  Moses 
who w a s  born i n  those  dark days and hidden as long as 
he could be and who was rescued from h i s  f l o a t i n g  bas- 
k e t  by Pharaoh 's  daughter (Exo. 2:l-10; Heb. 11:25). 

When you s tudy  n t o  anc ien t  Egypt ian c u l t u r e ,  two 
t h i n g s  r e a l l y  s t and  u t :  (1) t h e i r  wisdom i n  being a- 
b l e  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  pryamids, temples ,  o b e l i s k s ,  
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e t c .  ; and (2) the  wealth and t r e a s u r e  they amassed. V .  
22 shows Moses was educated i n  a l l  t h e  wisdom of t h e  
Egyptians,  and Stephen's s ta tement  t h a t  he  was "mighty 
i n  words and deeds" does not  approve Moses' a l i b i ,  "1 
a m  not  e loquent  ... I a m  slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue'' (Exo. 4 r l O ) .  Heb. 11:24-26 speaks of  h i s  f o r -  
saking the  r i c h e s  and treaspres of Egypt, t h e  circum- 
s t ances  of which Stephen next  n a r r a t e s  (v. 23-29). 
Compare Exo. 2:11-15. Stephen's s ta tement  i n  v .  25 
g ives  u s  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  Moses' t h ink ing  n o t  previous-  
l y  revealed.  God l a t e r  ca l l ed  him t o , d o  what he  had 
e a r l i e r  attempted on h i s  own, H i s  p rev ious  f a i l u r e  
probably exp la ins  one of t he  reasons  he was r e l u c t a n t  
t o  attempt i t  again even when d i v i n e l y  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  
p r o j  e c t  (Exo e 3: 10--4: 17) , 

The two sons he fa thered  i n  Midian (v. 29) were 
Gershom and E l i e z e r ,  and h i s  w i f e  was Zipporah (Exo. 
18: 2,3) 

What a d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  Moses had f o r  t h e  nex t  f o r -  
t y  years  as he  was out  of t h e  green N i l e  Va l l ey  and 
out  of t h e  Egyptian palace lead ing  t h e  l i f e  of a s i m -  
p l e  shepherd i n  t h e  M t .  Sinai region!  This  was t h e  
middle f o r t y  years  of h i s  l i f e .  H i s  l a s t  f o r t y  y e a r s  
were spent  as Israel's l eade r .  

Stephen mentions i n  v.  30,31 t h a t  day when t h e  
r o u t i n e  of Moses' shepherd l i f e  w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  
s t rangeness  of a d e s e r t  bush on f i r e  and y e t  n o t  be ing  
consumed. We can imagine the  t e r r o r  t h a t  possessed him 
as he heard t h e  vo ice  of God speaking t o  him o u t  of 
t h e  very bush he was cur ious ly  approaching (v .  32) .  
With the  words, "1 am t h e  God of thy  f a t h e r s ,  t h e  God 
of Abraham, and t h e  God of I s a a c ,  and t h e  God of Ja- 
cob," t h e  s i l e n c e  of t h e  c e n t u r i e s  was broken, and God 
took up with Moses where H e  had l e f t  o f f  w i th  t h e  He- 
brew p a t r i a r c h s .  J e sus  r e f e r r e d  t o  God's u t t e r a n c e  a t  
t h e  burning bush i n  showing t h e  Sadducees t h a t  t h e  de- 
pa r t ed  y e t  l ive  fol lowing phys ica l  dea th  (Matt, 22: 31, 
32) .  Two men i n  t h e  Bible  were t o l d  t o  take o f f  t h e i r  



58 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 7:33-41 

shoes  because of t h e  sacredness  of t he  occasions:  Mo- 
ses (v.  33) and Joshua (Josh.  5:15) .  With Moses' shoes 
o f f ,  what does God say o r  do? He s a i d ,  "I have seen . . ,  
I have heard. . .and a m  come down" t o  do something about 
i t - - r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  cond i t ion  of Moses' people i n  E- 
gypt  (v. 34) .  That w a s  a l l  w e l l  and good u n t i l  God 
s a i d ,  "Come, I w i l l  send t h e e  i n t o  Egypt"--the las t  
p l a c e  Moses wanted o r  ever expected t o  go! 

t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  of going (Exo. 3:ll--4:20). And he 
b r i e f s  down t h e  per iods  o f  t he  plagues on Egypt and 
t h e  Exodus i tsel f  i n t o  only one verse (v ,  36) ,  but  he  
does  n o t  overlook Moses' s ta tement  i n  Deut. 18:15, "A 
prophet  s h a l l  t h e  Lord your God raise up unto you of 
your  b r e t h r e n ,  l i k e  unto  m e ;  him s h a l l  ye hear" (v. 
3 7 ) ,  which P e t e r  shows i n  Acts 3:20-26 a p p l i e s  t o  Je- 

Moses i s  t h e  ''he" of v. 38 who Stephen says w a s  
i n  t h e  "church" (congregat ion of I s r a e l )  i n  t h e  w i l -  
de rness  who r ece ived  t h e  " l i v e l y  o rac l e s"  (" l iving or- 
acles," ASV) . An "oracle" i s  a d i v i n e  u t t e r ance .  God's 
o r a c l e s  are "l iving".  God speaks t o  us  through H i s  
Word even though it  w a s  w r i t t e n  many c e n t u r i e s  ago (I 
P e t .  1:24,25; Matt. 24:35; Heb. 4:12) .  The " l i v e l y  or -  
acles" Stephen is  r e f e r r i n g  t o  is  t h e  l a w  given 
through Moses t o  t h e i r  f a t h e r s .  

Stephen mentions t h e  "angel" who spoke t o  Moses 
a t  t h e  g iv ing  of t h e  l a w .  This  may have been t h e  angel  
who accompanied them a l l  those  yea r s  in t h e  wilderness  
(Isa. 63:9) .  Several t i m e s  does t h e  New Testament con- 
n e c t  ange l s  w i th  the  g iv ing  of t h e  l a w  ( G a l .  3:19; 
Heb. 2 :2) .  

Stephen mentions t h e i r  f a t h e r s '  disobedience t o  
t h e i r  l e a d e r  Moses (v. 39) .  This  manifested i t s e l f  
f r e q u e n t l y  du r ing  those f o r t y  y e a r s  beginning as e a r l y  
as t h e i r  golden-calf  blunder  whi le  he w a s  i n  t h e  moun- 
t a i n  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  l a w  (v. 40,41). The f o r t y  days God 
d e t a i n e d  Moses i n  t h e  mountain were too long  f o r  Is- 

Stephen ' s  abbrevia ted  account passes  over  Moses 

s u s .  
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rael t o  r e t a in  i t s  composure. In  t h e i r  i d l e  restless- 
ness they concluded t h a t  Moses would n o t  r e t u r n  t o  
them, and he had been t h e i r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  
God of t h e i r  f a t h e r s  and t h e i r  l e a d e r  up t o  t h i s  t i m e .  
According t o  Stephen they decided t o  r e t u r n  t o  Egypt 
(a f a c t  n o t  reported i n  Exo. 3 2 ) ,  When they s a i d ,  
"Make u s  gods," i n  Exo. 3 2 : 1 ,  t h e  Rebrew says, "Make 
u s  Elohim," a Hebrew word used 32 times i n  t h e  f i r s t  
chapter  of Gen. t o  refer t o  "god" and many o t h e r  times 
throughout t h e  Old Testament i n  t h e  same way whi le  
only occas iona l ly  t o  refer t o  i d o l  s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  t h e  
t r u e  God ( l i k e  Exo. 34:15-17 where "Elohim" i s  5 times 
t r a n s l a t e d  "gods" o r  "god"). To t h i s  au thor  i t  i s  pos- 
s i b l e  t h a t  Israel was saying t o  Aaron, "Make us a 
likeness of Elohim t o  go before  us." They l i n k e d  the 
tlElohim" which they made with "Elohim'' who had brought 
them out  of Egypt (Exo. 32:4: "These be  thy  Elohirn, 0 
Israel ,  which brought t hee  up o u t  o f . .  ,Egypt"). Israel 
w a s  happy w i t h  t h e  form of a c a l f  made of go ld  f o r  
they were accustomed t o  t h e  worship of b u l l s  i n  Egypt. 
Reece observes  t h a t  "to go b e f o r e  us" would be l i k e  
t h e  pagan's p r a c t i c e  of "car ry ing  t h e i r  i d o l s  i n  t h e  
f o r e f r o n t  of t h e i r  army's marching columns". 

This  beginning of i d o l a t r y  plagued Israel, espec- 
i a l l y  during t h e  Judges Period (Judg. 2:8-19), b u t  
from Samuel t o  David i t  was subdued only  t o  r e c u r  i n  
Solomon's l a t te r  years  (I Kings 11:1-8). From that  
t i m e  f o r t h  i t  was a p a r t  of t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  l i f e  u n t i l  
t h e  North f e l l  t o  t h e  Assyrians i n  721 B.C.  and t h e  
South went i n t o  Babylonian C a p t i v i t y  i n  586 B.C. This 
i d o l a t r y  i n  var ious , forms  (v. 4 3 )  n u l l i f i e d  t h e  accep- 
t a b i l i t y  of t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s  (v. 4 2 ) .  "Moloch" was an 
Ammonite god. "Remphan" was another  hea then  d e i t y  wor- 
shiped by Israel  but  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  A l l  twelve Minor Prophet  books (Hosea 
through Malachi) were b r i e f  enough t o  a l l  be w r i t t e n  
on one s c r o l l .  Hence, v. 42,43  though a q u o t a t i o n  
from Amos 5:25-27 i s  said t o  be  " w r i t t e n  i n  book of 
t h e  prophets".  The Amos quota t ion  a c t u a l l y  warns t h e  
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Northern Kingdom of t h e i r  being c a r r i e d  "beyond Damas- 
cus" (Amos 5: 27) , and i t  was, f o r  Assyr ia  w a s  "beyond 
Damascus". Stephen br ings  t h e  punishment f o r  i d o l a t r y  
up t o  d a t e  by saying "beyond Babylon", where t h e  
Southern Kingdom had la te r  been c a r r i e d .  A p lay  on 
words: "Ye took up (o r  c a r r i e d )  t h e  tabernac le  of Mo- 
l o c h . . . I  w i l l  c a r r y  you away beyond Babyion." 

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  " tabernac le  of Moloch" Stephen 
mentions t h e  t rue "tabernacle"  which Moses w a s  d i r e c t -  
ed t o  make according t o  God's d i v i n e  p a t t e r n  (v.  44) .  
This  they brought i n t o  Canaan under Joshua. Both he re  
and i n  Heb. 4:8 t h e  King James p u t s  "Jesus" f o r  t he  
Old Testament Joshua. "Jesus" and "Joshua" are the  
same name i n  two d i f f e r e n t  languages--''Jesus" i n  Greek 
and "Joshua" i n  Hebrew, Most t r a n s l a t i o n s  proper ly  use 
"Joshua". It w a s  no t  u n t i l  t h e  days of King David (v. 
45,461 t h a t  anybody se r ious ly  considered r ep lac ing  the 
p o r t a b l e  t abe rnac le  with a permanent s t r u c t u r e  (tem- 
p l e )  (see I Chron, 17:1-4~11,12) ,  and not  u n t i l  Sol- 
omon was a temple b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  it (v. 47) .  I Kings 

The accusa t ion  aga ins t  Stephen i s  that he has  
spoken blasphemous words a g a i n s t  t h e  temple and t h e  
l a w  (6: 13) , and that he has  r e p o r t e d l y  saLd, ItJesus of 
Nazareth s h a l l  des t roy  t h i s  p lace ,  and s h a l l  change 
the customs which Moses del ivered."  H a  has a l r e a d y  
spoken of God's c a l l i n g  Moses and g iv ing  t h e  l a w  t o  
him, and i n  so doing he brought i n  Moses' p r e d i c t i o n  
of ano the r  law-giving prophet l i k e  himself whom God 
would raise up. H e  has  j u s t  shown h i s  g r e a t  respec t  
f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  temple and now goes on t o  a f -  
f i r m  t h a t  God does not  dwell  i n  temples made by human 
hands (v.  48) ,  and he quotes  t h e i r  g r e a t  prophet I- 
s a i a h ' s  book where God s a i d ,  "Heaven i s  my throne ,  and 
e a r t h  is  my f o o t s t o o l :  what house w i l l  ye bu i ld  me? 
s a i t h  t h e  Lord o r  Hath 
no t  my hand made a l l  these  th ings?"  (v. 49,50--a quo- 
t a t i o n  of Isa. 6 6 : 1 , 2 ) .  I n  Athens while  i n  s i g h t  of 

=5,6  t e l l  of Solomon's cons t ruc t ion .  

what is t h e  p l a c e  of my rest? 
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their many r e l i g i o u s  temples Pau l  went one s t e p  f u r -  
t h e r ,  f o r  a f t e r  r ea f f i rming  t h a t  God does n o t  dwe l l  i n  
temples made by hands he went on t o  say  He  i s  n o t  wor- 
shiped by man's a r t i s t i c  des igns  and s t r u c t u r e s .  The 
great ca thedra l -bui lders  of t h e  Middle Ages must have 
missed both Stephen 's  and P a u l ' s  statements! 

Stephen 's  enemies do not  l i k e  what they are h e a r -  
ing about t h e  t emple ,  and t h e i r  r e b e l l i o u s  r e sponse  i s  
evident  t o  him. So without  cont inuing  h i s  thoughts  h e  
abrupt ly  charges them with being " s t i f fnecked  and un- 
circumcised i n  h e a r t  and ears," always r e s i s t i n g  God's 
S p i r i t  j u s t  as t h e i r  f a t h e r s  d i d  who would n o t  l i s t e n )  
t o  the  prophets  bu t  k i l l e d  them, i n s p i r e d  men who 
Eoretold t h e  coming of t h e  J u s t  One whom they  them- 
selves had murdered (v. 51,52) .  When he says  they  have 
received t h e  l a w  bu t  have no t  kept  i t ,  they  show that 
h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of them i s  a c c u r a t e  f o r  they "gnash" 
on him wi th  t h e i r  t e e t h .  I n  h a t r e d  and r age ,  l i ke  vic- 
ious  animals about t o  a t t a c k  t h e i r  v i c t i m ,  they  g r i n d  
t h e i r  t e e t h  toge the r ,  and it i s  ev iden t  t h a t  t h e y  are 
about t o  k i l l  him. But God i s  n o t  d e s e r t i n g  Stephen i n  
t h i s  hour. The s p e c i a l  mention of t h e  "Holy S p i r i t "  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  (v.55) b l e s s e s  Stephen i n  two ways: g i v e s  
him t h a t  i nne r  peace t h a t  pas ses  a l l  unde r s t and ing  
(Phi l .  4:7) so t h a t  death h a s  no f e a r  f o r  him and en- 
ab le s  him t o  look i n t o  heaven where he  beholds  J e s u s  
who is watching what H i s  f a i t h f u l  witness i s  under- 
going! Ins t ead  of J e s u s '  u sua l  " s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  r i g h t  
hand of God" (Heb. 1:3; Heb. 12:2; e t c . )  H e  i s  "s tand-  
ing" a t  God's r i g h t  hand, t h u s  honoring t h e  f i r s t  
Chr i s t i an  martyr .  The v i s i o n  is  s o  g l o r i o u s  Stephen 
cannot keep i t  t o  h imse l f ,  b u t  h i s  p e r s e c u t o r s  do n o t  
want t o  hea r  any more. They drown out  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  
words wi th  h a t e f u l  words of t h e i r  own, s t o p  t h e i r  
ears, l a y  hold on him, and take him o u t  t h e  c i t y  g a t e  
t h a t  today bea r s  h i s  namc because of t h i s  e v e n t  (the 
g a t e  on Jerusa lem's  east w a l l  j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  temple 
a r e a ) ,  and t h e r e  they  s tone  him. It was customary t o  
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s tone  ( o r  execute)  c r imina l s  o u t s i d e  the  t o m  o r  c i t y  
( I  Kings 21:13; Luke 4:29; Heb. 13:12) ,  It i s  thought 
t o  have been based on Lev. 24:14. 

A s  they began throwing s tones  at him, Stephen 
prays t h a t  t h e  Lord w i l l  t ake  h i s  s p i r i t  (v. 59) .  He  
addresses  h i s  r eques t  t o  J e s u s  because he  beholds H i m  
a t  God's r i g h t  hand (v. 56).  S t i l l  having s t r e n g t h  t o  
be  heard ,  he knee ls  down and wi th  a loud vo ice  prays ,  
"Lord, l a y  not  t h i s  s i n  t o  t h e i r  charge" (v.  60), thus  
f u l f i l l i n g  Je sus '  t eaching  i n  t h e  Sermon on t h e  Mount 
(Matt. 5:44) and emulating t h e  example of J e s u s  when 
H e  H i m s e l f  was being c r u c i f i e d  (Luke 23:34). These are 
Stephen 's  last  words, and t h e  c u r t a i n  drops on a ca- 
reer t h a t  was f a i t h f u l  though b r i e f ,  

Death i s  h e r e  c a l l e d  a "sleep" (v, 60) as it i s  
i n  numerous o the r  passages (John 1 l : l l - 1 4 ;  Luke 8:52, 
53;  I Cor. 15:6,51) .  It i s  t h e  body t h a t  has  d i ed  (not  
t h e  s p i r i t - - n o t i c e  Jas. 2:26),  and i t  i s  the  p a r t  t h a t  
has  been i n  t h e  grave t h a t  w i l l  be wakened (Dan. 12: 
2) 

We no te  t h a t  Saul ,  a t  whose f e e t  Stephen's s to -  
n e r s  l a i d  t h e i r  ou te r  garments as they s tone  him (v, 
58) , is  he re  c a l l e d  a "young man" (v.  58)--he is prob- 
ab ly  around f o r t y .  This  is concluded by blending b i t s  
of in format ion  found i n  several passages.  I n  Acts 26: 
10 h e  says  he gave h i s  "voice" a g a i n s t  those  being pu t  
t o  dea th ,  I n  Greek the  meaning is t h a t  he  cast h i s  
v o t e  t o  have them k i l l e d ,  i n d i c a t i n g  he was a member 
of t h e  Jewish Sanhedrin. That he was young t o  be so 
high  i n  t h e  Jewish regime is  borne o u t  by Gal. 1:14: 
I " p r o f i t e d  ( 'advanced, ASV) i n  t h e  Jews' r e l i g i o n  
above many my equa l s  ('my own age,  ' ASV) i n  my own na- 
t ion ."  He  s u r e l y  would have t o  be around f o r t y  t o  be 
so h igh  i n  h i s  n a t i o n  and s u r e l y  n o t  much more than  
t h a t  s t i l l  t o  be c a l l e d  a "young man". 

The dying Stephen has  no way of knowing Saul  w i l l  
later become. an a p o s t l e  and be  t h e  most effective cam- 
paigner  f o r  J e s u s  and t h e  church during the a p o s t o l i c  
age. Some t h i n k  Stephen 's  p raye r ,  so much l i k e  Jesus' 
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on t h e  c r o s s  (Luke 2 3 : 3 4 )  and an example of what J e s u s  
taught  (Matt ,  5 : 4 4 ) ,  may be one of t h e  f a c t o r s  u l t i -  
mately b r ing ing  about t h e  change i n  Sau l .  In  la ter  
yea r s  Paul  remorseful ly  reca1J.s h i s  p a r t  i n  S tephen ' s  
t r a g i c  dea th  (Acts 22:20). 

What an in t roduc t ion  t o  t h e  prominent Jew Paul!  
Af t e r  saying t h e  wi tnesses  l a i d  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  a t  h i s  
f e e t  while  they proceeded t o  s tone  Stephen, 8:l s a y s  
he was d e f i n i t e l y  "consenting t o  h i s  death",  and he  
d id  i t  i n  a l l  good conscience (Acts 23:l; Acts 26: 
9-11), f u l f i l l i n g  Je sus '  p r e d i c t i o n  t o  H i s  a p o s t l e s ,  
"The t i m e  cometh, t h a t  whosoever k i l l e t h  you w i l l  
t h ink  t h a t  he  doeth God service'' (John 16:2), To Saul. 
persecut ing  t h e  church i s  a man i fe s t a t ion  of h i s  re- 
l i g i o u s  z e a l  ( P h i l .  3:6). 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  dea th  of Stephen t h e  church ' s  en- 
emies had only  t o l d  them no t  t o  t each  o r  preach  i n  Je- 
s u s '  name and had threa tened  them and bea ten  them f o r  
d i s r ega rd ing  t h e i r  o r d e r .  But S tephen ' s  dea th  opens a 
real door of persecut ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  f i r s t  congrega- 
t i o n  of t h e  church, and it  becomes necessa ry  f o r  i t s  
members t o  f lee from Jerusalem i n  o r d e r  t o  save t h e i r  
l i v e s  (v .  1). "Judea and Samaria" are p a r t i c u l a r l y  
mentioned as places t o  which they  escaped.  Judea w a s  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  around Jerusalem, Samaria l a y  j u s t  t o  t h e  
north of Judea (between i t  and G a l i l e e ) .  Both of t h e s e  
d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  r ece ive  the  gospe l  through t h e s e  r e f u -  
gees ,  as we s h a l l  see la ter .  

secret why t h e  a p o s t l e s  do 
not f l e e  from Jerusalem, and how they  can s u r v i v e  
t h e r e  when t h e  o t h e r s  cannot.  We can mostly a s k  ques- 
t i o n s  and make con jec tu res  about  t h e  matter. The Jew- 
i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  may f e a r  doing anyth ing  t o  t h e  apos- 
t l e s  on the  b a s i s  of fou r  th ings :  (1) t h e i r  power ' to  
h e a l  a man lame from b i r t h ;  (2) t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  i m -  
mediate dea ths  of Ananias and Sapphira  i n  t h e  presence  
of Pe te r ;  (3)  t he  a p o s t l e s '  miraculous e scape  from 
t h e i r  p r i son  (Acts 5:17,25) ; and (4 )  they  may s t i l l  be 

It remains somewhat a 
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a f r a i d  of be ing  stoned by t h e  people  i f  they do any- 
t h i n g  t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  (Acts 5:26), O r  God may have 
t o l d  t h e  a p o s t l e s  t o  remain i n  Jerusalem, and He w i l l  
t a k e  care of them. They need to  re -es ta l j l i sh  t h e  
church i n  Jerusalem, and from later re fe rences  t o  i t  
( A c t s  11:22; A c t s  15:4; etc.) we see they do. Also i t  
seems i t  i s  God's w i l l  they remain i n  Jerusalem so 
t h a t  as congregat ions are e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  va r ious  p l a -  
ces they  can go f o r t h  t o  l a y  hands on t h e i r  l o c a l  
l e a d e r s  and i m p a r t  t h e  g i f t  of i n s p i r a t i o n  and con- 
f i rming  powers (an eyample: Acts 8:14,15,18,19). 

Stephen is  g r e a t l y  lamented (v, 2) because he  i s  
w e l l  known (Acts 6:5-8) and because of t h e  circum- 
s t a n c e s  of h i s  death.  Those so c l o s e  they have s o l d  
t h e i r  l ands  and possess ions  so each can be cared f o r  
p h y s i c a l l y  s u r e l y  lament when one of t h e i r  number d i e s  
such a v i o l e n t ,  undeserved dea th .  

To young Saul  of Tarsus Stephen's dea th  is j u s t  
t h e  beginning. H e  i s  determined t o  b l o t  ou t  t h e  new 
r e l i g i o n  t h a t  has  been e s t a b l i s h e d  among h i s  people 
and which he  i s  convinced is  f a l s e .  And he makes havoc 
of t h e  church by going i n t o  t h e  homes of t h e  members 
and "haling" ("dragging, ASV) them t o  pr i son .  I n  la- 
ter y e a r s  as a C h r i s t i a n  himself he g ives  h i s  own ver- 
s i o n  of t h i s  erroneous chapter  of h i s  l i f e  (Acts 26: 
9:ll; A c t s  2 2 : 4 , 5 ) ,  But i n s t e a d  of b l o t t i n g  ou t  t h e  
church t h i s  v i o l e n t  pe r secu t ion  only spreads t h e  
church, f o r  "they t h a t  were s c a t t e r e d  abroad went 
everywhere preaching t h e  word" (v. 4) .  We would n o t  
say  God has  w i l l e d  t h a t  His f a i t h f u l  preacher  be mur- 
dered ,  b u t  He  d e f i n i t e l y  uses  i t  t o  see t h e  church 
move ou t  i n t o  t h e  next  f i e l d s  of evangelism-sending 
t h e  gospe l  t o  Judea and Samaria (no t i ce  Acts 1:8). 

Why do t h e  e a r l y  church members f l e e  from t h e i r  
homes rather than  deny t h e i r  f a i t h ?  Because they t ru -  
l y  b e l i e v e  i n  Je sus ,  because they love  H i m ,  because 
t o  deny H i m  b e f o r e  r e n  means H e  w i l l  deny them before  
t h e  Fa the r  i n  heaven (Matt. 10:33). This  f i r s t  congre- 
g a t i o n  i s  s e t t i n g  an example t h a t  w i l l  be followed by 
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successive genera t ions  of C h r i s t i a n s  when t h e  Roman 
]emperors w i l l  do all. w i th in  t h e i r  power t o  d e s t r o y  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  only to  f i n d  t h a t  pe r secu t ion  can never 
p , p r e v a i l  against t he  church. 

QUESTIONS:  1 .  Nao were the f i r s t  2 men not apost- 
les  t o  per,form miracles i n  Acts? 2 .  lday oan ' t  Steph- 
e n , ' ~  opposers r e s i s t  his  wisdom? 3. What l i e  do they  
t e l l  about Stephen? 4 .  Comment on Stephen's face  be- 
ing l i ke  the f a m  of an angel, 5.  With what OZd Tes- 
tmmt person does Stephen begin h i s  message? 6 .  h%y 

not fo'lZowers of Christ? 7 .  Name 3 f a c t s  of Old Tes-  
tament history i n  Stephen's sermon tha t  are not zwcor- 
ded i n  the Old Testament. 8 .  Narrate the various in- 
formation Stephen gives about Moses. 9 .  What personal 
chaiqge does Stephen bring against h i s  hearers? 
1 0 ,  What does "gnash" w i th  t h e i r  t e e t h  mean? 11, f i a t  
does Stephen see as he looks i n t o  heaven? 1 2 .  What is 
Stephen's dy ing  prayer? 13. f i a t  i s  Saul of Tarsus 's  
par t  i n  this event? 1 4 .  What happens t o  the Jerusa- 
lem congregation fo 2 lowing Stephen ' s  death? 15. How 
can .the apostZes stay i n  JerusaZem when others can ' t?  
16.  f i a t  does Saul now busy himself doixg? 
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