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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Those who are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  New Testament 
church have always he ld  t h e  book of  Acts t o  be one of 
t h e  most important  books of t h e  B ib le .  I ts  e a r l y  chap- 
ters t e l l  of i t s  es tab l i shment  and of  l i f e  and act ivi-  
t i es  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  church,  In  t h e  mids t  of 
some of t h e  da rkes t  days t h e  church had du r ing  t h e  
book of Acts events  comes t h e  t o t a l l y  unexpected con- 
v e r s i o n  of Saul  of Tarsus,  and n e i t h e r  he n o r  t h e  a- 
p o s t o l i c  church was ever  t h e  same t h e r e a f t e r .  H i s  con- 
v e r s i o n  was w e l l  timed f o r  h i s  monumental work of in -  
vading  t h e  Roman Empire wi th  t h e  gospe l .  

The book of Acts i s  cometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
"book of conversion",  and so i t  is ,  f o r  it r e c o r d s  t h e  
conversions on Pentecos t  (Acts 2 ) ,  t h e  Samari tans  and 
t h e  Eth iopian  (Acts S), Saul  (Acts 9,22,26) ,  Corne l i -  
us (Acts lo), Lydia and t h e  j a i l e r  ( A c t s  16) and oth-  
ers. Our conclusions reached from a s tudy  of t h e  Great 
Commission (Mat t .  28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16; Luke 2 4 : 4 6 ,  
47; John 20:21-23) on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  convers ion  (be- 
coming C h r i s t i a n s )  are abundantly confirmed by t h e s e  
examples under the  preaching of t h e  a p o s t l e s  and t h e i r  
contemporar ies .  

The au tho r  (Luke), t h e  r e c i p i e n t  (Theophi lus) ,  
t h e  time of w r i t i n g  (when Pau l  had been a p r i s o n e r  f o r  
two f u l l  yea r s  i n  Rome), and t h e  p l a c e  of w r i t i n g  
(Rome) u s u a l l y  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n s  of books 
w i l l  be found i n  t h i s  book where such e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  
text-material. More people w i l l  r ead  such t h e r e  t h a n  
i f  locked up i n  t h i s  In t roduc t ion .  

The p r i n c i p a l  u ses  f o r  t h i s  study-book are f o r  
making a s tudy  of t h e  book of Acts e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  
o r  as a class and as a r e f e r e n c e  work f o r  t hose  need- 
i n g  he lp  on a p a r t i c u l a r  verse from t i m e  t o  t i m e .  

Since more people s t i l l  u s e  t h e  King James V e r -  
s i o n  than any o t h e r ,  i t  i s  t h e  b a s i s  of comment and 
quo ta t ion  throughout t h i s  work. However, o t h e r  ver- 



s i o n s  are r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  those  places where they have 
a s p e c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  make. And some re fe rences  
are made t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Greek i t s e l f  where such i s  
h e l p f u l  t o  ou r  understanding. 

Your au tho r  be l i eves  more people  w i l l  make use  of 
t h i s  book i n  i t s  p resen t  study-form than i f  i t  were i n  
a commentary-form. Those wishing t o  consul t  i t  as they 
would a commentary w i l l  f i n d  t h e  r e fe rences  a t  t h e  top 
of t h e  pages convenient f o r  l o c a t i n g  information.  

In compiling such a work your author  has  a t  times 
consu l t ed  t h e  fo l lowing  men's commentaries: J .  W. Me- 
Garvey, Gareth Reece, H .  Leo Boles, Don DeWeZt, Orrin 
Root-John Wade, Albert B m e s ,  ,and Adam CZarke; a l s o  
Zondervan ' s ttPictorial Bib l e  Dictionmryrt; a l s o  these 
Greek works: "Thayer 's Lexicon, '' "EngZishman 's Greek 
Concordance, " "Expositor's Greek Neu Testament, I' 'Qx- 
pository Dictionary of N e w  Testament Words" by Vine, 
and 'Word Pictures in the New Testament'! by A. T .  Ro- 
b e r t s o n ,  

God's he lp  and b l e s s ing  have been r epea ted ly  
sdught  throughout  t h i s  book's year  of compilation and 
now as i t  goes f o r t h  t o  t h e  reading  pub l i c  w e  espec i -  
a l l y  ask t h a t  i t  might be used and b l e s sed  f a r  beyond 
t h e  a u t h o r ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  fo re see .  


