INTRODUCTION TO
SECOND ;CORIN'THIANS

Paul had written First Corinthians in the sprmg of 55 A.D. This Letter
was written a few months later from somewhere in Macedonia, as he visited
the churches before going to Corinth. After writing First Corinthians, Paul
sent Timothy to Corinth (I Cor. 16:10-11), probably with that Letter.
Timothy returned with a gloomy report of what the false apostles were
doing to undermine Paul’s work. Paul hurried to Corinth by boat, but his
visit was painful (2 Cor. 2:1)! He then teturned to Ephesus Since he had
told the Corinthians he would return to Corinth before going to Macedonia,
he wrote a letter to substitute for his planned visit. This letter was writtén
with ““a greatly troubled and distressed heart” (2 Cor. 2:4). Paul sent Tltus
to Corinth with it. After the riot at Ephesus (Acts 19:23-25), Paul went
to Troas (this would still be spring, 55 A.D.). Titus was supposed to méet
Paul there, but did not arrive (2 Cor. 2:12-13). Paul went ahead to Mace-
donia and Titus met him there with an improved report on Corinth. Paul
and Timothy, then wrote Second Corinthians, which was delivered “to
Corinth by Titus and two others. They were to collect the contribution from
Corinth (2 Cor. 8:16-23; 9:4) before Paul got there, and he planned to visit
Corinth soon (2 Cor. 12:14; 13: 1)

Paul writes to answer the slander by which the false apostles tried to
undermine his authority. In doing this he mentions facts which prove him
to be an apostle, given authority by Christ to direct the faith and practice
of all the members of the church. He also explains the general principles.of
religiori and morality, in such a way that they form a guide for ourselves,
But note that Paul wrote to different groups in the church, and that not all
the thmgs which he said apply to everyone! Paul writes as one who expects
to be in Corinth shortly. He was able to do this, as Acts 20:3 shows us (see
notes there).
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CORINTHIANS

From Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s
1 will, and from our brother Timothy—

- “To the church of God in Corinth, and to all
God’s people in all Greece:

2May God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ give you grace and peace.

Paul Gives Thanks to God

*Let us give thanks to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the merciful Father,
the God from whom all help comes! ‘He helps
us in all our troubles, so that we are able to help
those who have all kinds of troubles, using the
same help that we ourselves have received from

God. *Just as we have a share in Christ’s many

sufferings, so also through Christ we share in
his great help. °If we suffer, it is for your help
and salvation; if we are helped, then you too are
helped and given the strength to endure with
patience the same sufferings that we also endure.

Paul, an apostle of
1 Christ Jesus by the will
of God, and Timothy our
brother,

To the church of God in
Corinth, together with all
ghe saints throughout Acha-
a:

Grace and peace to you
from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ,

The God of All Comfort

Praise be to the God and
Father of-our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of com-
passion and the God of all
comfort, who comforts us in
all our troubles, so that we
can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we
outselves have received from
God. For just as the suffer-

‘ings of Christ flow ovet into

out lives, so also through
Christ our comfort over-
flows, If we are disttessed,
it is for your comfort and
salvation; if we are comfor-
ted, it is for your comfort,.
which produces in you pa-
tient endurance of the same

v¢1.' From Paul. Compare note on I Cor. 1:1. Our brother Timothy. He had taken the First Letter to

Corinth (I Cor. 4:17), and was back with Paul at this time. To the church of God. See note on

I 'Cor. 1.2, .
" 2. Give you grace and peace. See note on I Cor. 1:3.
"3, Let us give thanks! Compare Eph. 1:3; 1 Pet, 1:3 and notes.

*'4; He helps us. We are not orphans!!! God is our Father!!! So that we. Christian love is treating others
as God has treated us in Chtist. If we have leatned from the help which God gives us, we will be able to
help others. ]

5. In Christ’s many sufferings. Christ suffers with his people when they suffer (Acts 9:4-5 and notes).
Therefore when Paul suffered for Christ, or rather BECAUSE of his relationship to Christ, he was sharing
Christ’s many sufferings. So also through Christ. Paul understood he was NEw in his union to Christ
(2 Cor. 5:17), and he knew the help which Christ promises to his people (such as Rom. 8:28; 1 Cor.
10:13, etc.).

6. If we suffer. Compare verse 8. It is for your help. The example of Paul’s suffering and endurance,
and how the Lord made it all work out to His glory, ought to fill them with hopel Compare I Thess.
2:14-16 and notes. L
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’So our hope in you is never shaken; we know suff;ringsf we st}fftgr. A‘;ld 7

3 H H our hope for you is firm, be-

that Jl}st as you share in our sufferings, you also | 33t A0Fe (or ¥ou s ¢ Just as

share in the help we receive. you share in our sufferings,

*We want to remind you, brothers, of the | 302lsoyoushareinourcom-
trouble we had in the province of Asia. The w; do mot want you to be 8

H uninformed, brothers, a-

burdens laid upon us were so great and so heavy, | proioM hardships we sut.

that we gave up all hope of living. *We felt that f:red Vl;l the progince of

s sia. We were under great

the sentence of death had been passed against pressure, far beyond R o

us. But this happened so that we should rely, not | bility to endure, so that we
on ourselves, but only on God, who raises the | despaired even of life. In- 9

10 . s deed, in our hearts we felt

dead. '"From such terrible dangers of death | the sentence of death. But

he saved us, and will save us; and we have placed | this happened that we might

. . " A not rely on ourselves but on

our hope in him that he will save us again, 'as | God, who raises the dead.
you help us by means of your prayers for us. So | Fe has defveted, us Eram 10

it will be that the many prayers for us will be | will defiver us. On him we

answered, and God will bless us; and many will | have set our hope that he
raise their voices to him in thanksgiving for us. | as you help us by your pray- 11

" ’ ek o out behalf or e

thanks on our behalf for the

The Change in Paul’s Plans gracious favor granted us in

127 0 . answer to the prayers of

This is what we are proud of: our conscience | many.
assures us that our llvps in this world, and | , . go of Plans

especially our relations with you, have been ruled Now this s our boast: Our 12

by GOd'giVEﬂ frankness and sincerity, by the | conscience testifies that we

have conducted ourselves in

the world, and especially in

our relations with you, in the

holiness and sincerity that

7. So our hope in you. “I have confidence in your fajthfulness, because you also know the promise and
help of the Lord.”

8. Of the trouble. This is something that had happened recently. MacKnight says it would not
have been the riot in Acts 19:30, but another time when he faced horrible death, mentioned in
1 Cor. 15:32. Perhaps Alexander the metalworker was behind this (2 Tim. 4:14-15), or someone like
him. All hope of living. Paul is not one to exaggerate! This shows how serious it really was. The
Corinthians knew all about this, and Paul does not give any details.

9. But this happened. “God let me come so near death that I could almost feel myself already dead!
He did this to teach me not to trust ANYONE except Him, who raises the dead.”

10. From such terrible dangers. “He saves me daily from such dangers as this!” That he will save us
again. “I am not afraid that the Lord will fail us! Look at the examples of the past!”

11, As you help us. The prayers of the Corinthian Christians had also been a source of help, as they
plead with God for him, And God will bless us. In response to these many prayers! Compare Jantes
5:16-18 and notes. '

12. This is what we are proud of. Paul is not like the false teacher at Corinth. Rather than being proud
of his Jewish heritage and the Law of Moses, Paul is proud that his life and his relationship with the
Corinthians have been ruled by God-given frankness and sincerity. Frankmess. Paul has used no tricks
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power of God’s grace, and not by human wis-
dom. *We write to you only what you can read
and understand., And I hope that you will come
to understand completely *what you now under-
stand only in part, so that in the Day of the Lord
Jesus you can be as proud of us as we shall be
of you.

5] was so sure of all this that I made plans at
first to visit you in order that you might be
blessed twice. !*For I planned to visit you on
my way to Macedonia and again on my way

are from God. We have
done so not according to
worldly wisdom but accord-
ing to God’s grace. For we
do not write you anything
you cannot read or under-
stand, And I hope that, as
you have undetstood us in
part, you will come to un-
detstand fully that you can
boast of us just as will boast
of you in the day of the Lord
Jesus.

Because 1 was confident
of this, I planned to visit you
first so that you might bene-

13

back, to get help from you for my trip to Judea, | f bvice. T plannel fo visit 16
In planning this did. I appear fickle? When I | ia and to come back to you
from Macedonia, and then
make my plans, do I“make th’e;m fro‘x‘n selﬁsg fo have you send’me on my

motives, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, 10" | way to Judea. thn}ﬁlan- 17
at the same time? '®As God is true, my promise gidd?lls’millgelxg)?galz‘lgs iy?
to you was not a “Yes” and a ‘““No.” *For Jesus | worldly manner so that in
Christ, the Son of God, who was preached among | fhesame breath 1.say, “Yes,

you by Silas, Timothy, and myself, is not one Bu as surely as God is 18
YT I7) 1] ) faithful, our message to you

who is “Yes” and “No.” On the contrary, he | [Ffnti o message toyon o

the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
who was preached among

you by me and Silas and.

on them, but has given them the plain truth. The false teacher distorted the truth to please certain
people. Sincerity. “My motivation is Christian love and a true wish to bring everyone to Christ!”
Compare verse 15-19. .

13. Only what you can read and understand. The false teacher must have said that Paul spoke one thing
and did another (verse 17). Paul does not want any misunderstanding, so he explains in the next few
verses.

14, Only in part. “Some of you already understand that I write you the truth in frankness and
sincerity. I hope that all of you will come to understand that. In the Day when Christ judges the world,
I want you to be as proud of me, as I will be of you.” Compare 2 Cor, 5:11-12,

15. 1 was so sure. “I thought you believed me to be a faithful apostle of Christ,” That I made plans
at first. Because Paul changed his plans to come to Corinth again, the false teacher accused him of
being unreliable. Blessed twice. By stopping at Corinth twice, as verse 16 explains.

16. For I planned. He had planned to go through Corinth on the way to Macedonia and to stop a second
time on his return trip. To get help. He had planned to ask them to finance his trip to Judea. Contrast
this with 1 Cor. 9:14-15.

17. Fickle? Two accusations had been made against Paul: (1) that he is fickle; (2) that he makes plans
from selfish motives. Ready to say. They had accused him of changing his mind at the least whim,
of breaking his promises, and said you could not depend upon a thing he said!

18. As God is true. ‘‘My change of plans was not being fickle or from selfish motives. It was God’s will!”’
19. For Jesus Christ. Paul points to Jesus Christ and the Good News of God’s finished work in Christ
which he and the others preached, as proof that he is stable and dependable! “Think about the fact
that I preached the Good News at Corinth with God-given frankness and sincerity!” He is God'’s
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.is God’s “Yes”; 20for it is he who is the ‘“Yes” Timo,ighy, was not “Yes” and
to all of God’s promises. This is the reason that |  No~ but in fim Jthas ot
through Jesus Christ our “Amen” is said, to the | matter how many promises
glory of God. 2'It is God himself who makes us G;’gshajl %ﬁffst ﬂﬂd o
sure, with you, of our life in Christ; it is God | through him the “Amen” is
himself who has set us apart, ??who placed his sPSé‘fnbﬁ,{,,“sitt°is‘ha§é°’§}‘l’§ ”n
matk of ownership upon us, and who gave the ;_nakes bco;h us aﬁdyoustang
irm in Christ. He anointe
Holy Spirit in our hearts as the guarantee of all | | (/o ownership 22
that he has for us. on us],1 and put his Sdpirit in
23 H ] our hearts as a deposit
I callv God as my witness he ‘knows my | o antecing what e
heart! It was in order to spare you that I decided come. "
. 24 s cal as my witness
not to go to Corinth. **We are not trying 10 | izt was in order to spare
dictate to you what you must believe; because you thﬁt i{ did 1?ot retilmdto "
% H ) orint] ot that we lord it
you §tand. firm in the faith. Inst.ead, We are | [leour faith, but we work
working with you for your own happiness. with you for your joy, be-
So I made up my mind about this: I would | cuscitisby {“;g;gg“u;ta:l‘; ’
2 not come to you again to make you sad. *For 2 mind that I would not
make another painful visit

“Yes.” Christ is the source of truth and the GUARANTEE that God keeps his promises! There is also the
thought here that all true servants of God preach the same message of Good News about God’s act in
Christ. The Corinthians knew this to be true of what Paul, Silas, and Timothy had preached.
20. For it Is he. Acts 13:32-33 proves that what God had promised to Abraham, Israel and David, was
made to come true when Jesus was raised from deathl!l! This is the reason. ““It is because Christ is the
‘Yes’ to all God’s promises, that our ‘Amen’ is morally proper!” Compare I Cor. 14:16; Rom. 15:9.
21. It is God himself. As a montheistic-trinitarian (see note on Rom. 16:27), Paul shows that the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are united in the work of salvation! Makes us sure. “God has made His
guarantee of our new life in Christ!” Set us apart. Anoint = set apart for a particular mission. In the
Old Testament, kings and priests were anointed to appoint them to their mission. The Christian is set
apart (anointed) when he or she receives the Holy Spirit at baptism (Adcts 2:38).
22. Mark of ownership. Abraham was circumcised as a mark of God’s ownership For the Christian,
the Holy Spirit is God’s mark of owneiship. See Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30; compére Rev. 7:3; 9:4; 14:1; and
note on Heb. 10:29. As the guarantee. The Holy Spirit is a pledge or down-payment which promises
that full payment will be made. See 2 Cor. 5:5; Eph. 1:14; Rom. 8:11.
23, I call God. We see how important it was to Paul to re-establish the confidence the Corinthjans once
had in him. He calls God as his witness! It was. Here is the reason why he changed his travel plans.
After the painful meeting (2 Cor. 2:1), he decided it was best to spare them a second such incident.
Remember: as an apostle, Paul had supernormal wisdom.
24, We are not. Because the word "‘spare’ in verse 23 might sound like he was trying to domineer them,
he explains that this is not his intent. Even an apostle is not a church-Boss!!! Compare I Pet. 5:3. Paul
is a helper who works with them.

1. So L. Acts does not mention this painful visit, but see 2 Cor. 12:14; 13:1-2, Paul implies that he
made up his mind not to come, only after some very serious consideration of the matter. Instead of
making another painful visit, he sent Titus with a strongly worded letter (which we do not have).
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if I were to make you sad, -who would be left
to cheer me up? Only the very persons I had
saddened. *That is why I wrote that letter to
you—1I did not want to come to you and be made
sad by the very people who should make me glad.
For I am convinced that when I am happy, then
all of you are happy too. ‘I wrote you with a
greatly troubled and distressed heart, and with
many tears, not to make you sad, but to make
you realize how much I love you all.

Forgiveness for the Offender

SNow, if anyone has made somebody sad, he
has not done it to me but to you; or to some of
you, at least, since I do not want to be too hard
on him. °It is enough for this person that he has
been punished in this way by most of you. "Now,
however, you should forgive him and encourage
him, to keep him from becoming so sad as to give

to you, For if I ﬁrieve you,
who is left to make me glad
but you whom I have
grieved? I wrote as I did so
that when I came I should
not be distressed by those
who ought to make me re-
joice. I had confidence in all
of you, that you would all
share my joy. For I wrote
you out of great distress and
anguish of heart and with
many tears, not to grieve you
but to let you know the
depth of my love for you.

Forgiveness for the Sinner

If anyone has caused
grief, he has not so much
grieved me as he has grieved
all of you, to some extent~
not to put it too severely.
The punishment inflicted on
hini by the majority is suffi-
cient for him. Now instead,
you ought to forgive and
comfort him, so that he will
not be overwhelmed by ex-

cessive sorrow, I urge you, 8
therefore, to reaffirm your

up completely. *Let him know, then, I beg you,

2. For If I. Paul was so much a part of the churches which he served, that their sorrow was his
sorrow!!! It would give him no pleasure to make them sad, because he himself would share their sadness!

3. That is why. Compare 2 Cor. 13:10. If he came in person, he might have to use harsh methods to
deal with the problems. Compare Acts 13:9-11.

4. A greatly troubled and distressed heart. This is how Paul himself felt as he wrote the strongly
worded letter. [Johnson thinks this letter is Fitst Corinthians, but there is no evidence that Paul wrote
it in grief or that First Corinthians was to “‘spare’ its readers. Scholars now believe that the ““lost letter”
said much the same thing as chapters 10-13 of Second Corinthians,]

5. Now. This is probably not the incestuous man, since this anyone seems to have attacked Paul’s
work as an apostle, in an insulting way! In doing this, the anyone has insulted the entire messianic
community (church) at Corinth which is built on Paul’s work as an apostle! But Paul does not want to
be too harsh to the offender. Compare note on 2 Cor. 7:11.

6. It is enough. The Corinthian church followed Paul’s instruction in the letter, and the majority
punished the offender (see 2 Cor. 7:8-11). When punishment has brought the desired change, it
is enough!

7. Now, however. Christians must not hold grudges! When the offender repents, the Christian
response is to forgive him and encourage him! Evidently Paul had heard through Titus that the
offender was almost at the point of giving up completely in despair.

8. Let him know. Paul does notyise his authority to demand it, but he gently begs them to do this
thing. Not only are they to officially accept him back into their fellowship, but by their actions they are
to let him know that they really do love him!
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that you really do love him. °I wrote you that | love for him. The reason 19
3 . wrote you was to see if you
letter for this very reason: I wanted to find out | Vo5 YO8 88 50 0 M Yoe
how well you had stood the test, and whether you obedllfent. in everythil}g. ]If 10
s H 10 you forgive anyone, I also
are alwa)fs ready to obey my instruction. °When forgive him. And ‘what 1
you forgive someone for what he has done, I | have forgiven—if there was
forgive him too. For when I forgive—if, indeed, I ?&gﬁ‘e’;ﬁ to f"trllgéve;i“;htha‘(’;
need to forgive anything—I do it because of dChrisg1 for Syout sake,hin or- 11
: tot? 113 er that Satan might not
you, in Christ’s presence, ''in order to Kkeep | ot ot B ot i
Satan from getting the upper hand over us; for | aware of his schemes.
we know what his plans are. Ministers of the New
Covenant
Paul’s Anxliety in Troas Now wl;]en Ih went to Tlroas 12
. . to preach the gospel of
12When I arrived in Troas to preach the Good | Christ and found fhat the
News about Christ, I found that the Lord had | Lot opened & door o
opened the way for the work there. “*But I was | mind, becausc [ did not find
5 my brother Titus there. So I
deeply worried because I could not find our | M/ so0d.by and went on to
brother Titus. So I said good-bye to the people | Macedonia.
: But thanks be to God, 14
there, and went on to Macedonia. who always leads us in i
umphal procession in Christ
Victory through Christ
“But thanks be to God! For in union with
Christ we are always led by God as prisoners in

9. For this very reason. Paul says that their treatment of the offender was a test of them! Paul will not
DOMINEER (2 Cor, 1:24), but he will demand their obedience to the message of the Good News.
10. When you forgive. They had joined with Paul in punishing the offender, now Paul joins with them
in forgiving the man, If, indeed, I need. “You as the messianic community must do the forgiving. I,
Paul, can only confirm it!”
11. To keep Satan from. ““A harsh, unforgiving spirit, will allow Satan to get an upper hand over
us! Satan, making us think it is a matter of duty and loyalty, tempts us to adopt harsh measures, to
drive offenders to despair and make them give up completely, and to turn outsiders away from the
Good News!”
12. When I arrived in Troas. Paul does not give us details of his recent plans and travel. He must have
gone to Troas after the riot at Ephesus. [But the visit in Acts 20:6 must have been at a later time.] Titus
was supposed to meet with Paul there, but did uot arrive. The Lord had opened. Note that Paul did
not sit idle as he waited for Titus!!! He had come there to preach the Good News of Christ, and the
Lord opened the way for the work there!!!
13. Deeply worried. Perhaps Paul was afraid Corinth had rejected his letter and that some special
problem kept Titus there. It certainly was the Lord’s will that Paul move on, and so he said good-bye to
the friends there and went on to Macedonia.
14, But thanks be to God! Paul is jubilant when Titus brings him the good report from Corinth! [Paul
returns to the theme of his meeting with Titus in 2 Cor. 7:5.] We are always led by God. Army com-
manders led their captives in a victory parade after a successful battle. Paul uses this symbolism to
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Christ’s victory procession, God uses us to make
the knowledge about Christ spread everywhere

and through us spreads ev-
erywhere the fragrance of

s s the knowledge of him, For 15
like a sweet smell, ‘*For we are like a sweet- | we are to God the aroma of
Mo | ¢ 5 Christ among those who are
‘smelhng incense offered by Christ to God, which being saved and those who

spreads among those who are being saved and | are perishing, To the one we 16
those who are being lost. '*For those who are | ate the stench of death; to
. v, Y the other, the fragrance of
being lost, it is a deadly stench that kills; for | life. And who is equal to

such a task? Unlike so 17

those who are being saved, it is a fragrance that
brings life. Who, then, is capable for such a
task? "We are not like so many others, who
handle God’s message as if it were cheap mer-
chandise; but because God has sent us, we speak
with sincerity in his presence, as servants of
Christ.

many, we do not peddle the
word of God for profit, On
the contrary, in Christ we
speak before God with sin-
cerity, like men sent from
God.

Are we beginning to
3 commend ourselves a-
gain? Or do we need, like
some people, letters of re-

commendation to you or
Servants of the New Covenant

Does this sound as if we were again boasting
3 about ourselves? Could it be that, like some
desctibe the success of the Good News in capturing men and women for Christ! God uses us. Paul
speaks of himself as God’s prisoner (Philemon vs. 1, 9), and shows that God and Christ control his
life. This is another answer to those who say he is fickle, but he is also thinking how God uses his own
_misery and problems to bring honor to Himself and to spread the influence of the Good News!!!
15. A sweet-smelling incense. ‘“We are by our preaching a sweet-smelling incense which Christ offers
to God!” This is still the symbolism of the victory parade. The incense announced both death to the
prisoners and life to the victors! In the same way, the Good News which Paul preached had differing
results on the ones who heard it. Being saved . . . being lost. Paul uses present participles to show
continuing action, Men in this world are either roLLowING the way of life or the way of death. But their
eternal destiny is not finalized until death calls them away (but see Rev. 22:11 and note). Free will holds
BOTH the possibility of falling away and of turning from sin!
16. A deadly stench. The Good News hatdens some in theit sin, and it is to them the stench of death!
A fragrance. The Good News brings a response in others that opens to them the blessings of God! Who,
then? ““Since this is in fact a matter of life and death, who is qualified to do such a work?”’
17. As if it were cheap merchandise. Paul is qualified to God’s work by his union with Jesus Christ
(Gal. 2:20). In contrast to true servants of God are those who peddle the Good News like it was cheap
merchandise. Paul uses a word which means ‘“‘hucksters who cheat people by peddling worthless
merchandise.” The false teachers cheat and lie, distort the Good News (2 Cor. 4:2), and victimize
_people (2 Cor. 11:13). But because God. The ministry of Paul and every true servant of God, comes
from God! No false teacher can truly say this. The PRESENCE of the Holy Spirit (which shows itself
by faith, hope, and love) is infallible evidence that a person is in fact a true sérvant of God. For this
reason we have the written Word to measure the reality of every person’s faith, hope, and love!!!
1. Does this sound? It could be that Paul’s strongly worded letter made some say he was boasting
about himself, Something important is involved here, because Paul accuses his opponents of boasting
(2 Cor. 10:12), but denies boasting about himself (2 Cor. 5:12). MacKnight says: “The things
mentioned in the beginning of this chapter show, that the false teacher had established himself at
Corinth, neither by working miracles, not by communicating to the Corinthians spiritual gifts, but
by producing letters of recommendation from some brethren in Judea, and by boasting about his
own talents.”
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other people, we need letters of recommendation
to you or from you? *You yourselves are the letter
we have, written on our hearts, for everyone to
know and read. It is clear that Christ himself
wrote this letter and sent it by us. It is written not
with ink on stone tablets, but on human hearts,
with the Spirit of the living God.

‘We say this because we have confidence in
God through Christ. *There is nothing in us that
allows us to claim that we are capable of doing
this work: The capacity we have comes from
God; ‘it is he who made us capable of serving
the new covenant, which consists not of a written
law, but of the Spirit. The written law brings
death, but the Spirit gives life.

"The Law was carved in letters on stone tablets,
and God’s glory appeared when it was given,
Even though the brightness on Moses’ face faded
away, it was so strong that the people of Israel

from you? You yourselves
are our letter, written on our
hearts, known and read by
everybody. You show that
you are a letter from Christ,
the result of our ministry,
written not with ink but with
the Spirit of the living God,
not on tablets of stone but
on tablets of human hearts.

Such confidence as this is
ours through Christ before
God. Not that we are com-
petent of ourselves to judge
anything we do, but our
competence comes from
God. He has enabled us to
be ministers of a new cov-
enant—not of the letter but
of the Spirit; for the letter
}gi‘lls, but the Spirit gives
ife.

The Glory of the New
Covenant

Now if the ministry that
brought death, which was
engraved in letters on stone,

came with glory, so that the

2. You yourselves. The existence of the messianic community at Corinth is the only credential which
Paul needs! Written on our hearts. MacKnight says it is best to understand this as the letter itself
written on the heart of Paul, and a copy of that same letter written on the hearts of the Corinthians.
To know and read. MacKnight thinks the letter written on Paul’s heart was the spiritual gifts which
he had as an apostle (compare I Thess. 1:5 and note). But we can also understand this to mean that
the whole world can know and read Paul’s work through the church at Corinth!

3. That Christ himself. *Christ himself wrote the letter and I delivered it by converting you to Christ
and giving you the gifts from the Spirit!” It Is written. Paul purposely associates the letters of recom-
mendation that some had received from Judea, with the stone tablets of the Law. Christ does not
write with ink on stone tablets, but with the Spirit on human heatts!!! Paul is saying that the Corinthian
Christians are living evidence of Jeremiah’s prophecy coming true! Compare Heb. 8:10 and notes.

4. We say this. “This kind of a boast, that you are a copy of our letter of recommendation, we have
in the presence of God through the assistance of Christ!”

5. There is nothing in us. The false teachers boasted about their own talents. Paul does no such
thing! Comes from God. “It is God who tells us how to catry out our mission as apostles, and it is God
who gives us the capacity to do it!!!”

6. Not of a written law. Jeremiah’s prophecy told about a rnew covenant (Heb. 8:10). It would be a
time when God would make us capable of serving, as Paul says here. Paul sees this fulfilled in the
Holy Spirit as a gift (the indwelling). So he contrasts the written law (the old covenant) with the
new covenant of the Spirit. Compare Rom. 2:27-29; ch 7 & 8. See also note on the three uses of law,
Rom. 3:31. Death . . . life. The written law brings death because it is weak through our human nature.
The Spirit gives life, something that law cannot do (Gal. 3:21). Christians have this life now (John 6:63;
7:37-39), because they receive the Spirit at baptism (Col. 2:12-13; Acts 5:32).

7. The Law. The false teachers were very proud of The Law! Paul shows us that The Law was a thing
of glory! When Moses came down from the mountain with the stone tablets of The Law, his face shone
with a brilliant, blinding light! But that brightness faded away, and Paul uses this to introduce the
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thought, that if The Law, whose service was to bring death, came with such glory, how much greater
the glory of the Spirit!!!

8. How much greater! In contrast to The Law, the service of the Spirit (1) gives life, not death; (2) is
eternal, not fading away; (3) is written on heatts, not stone. Notice that in comparing the service of the
two covenants, Paul assumes that he is as great as Moses (I Cor. 4:6), and yet the service of Paul is
in fact greater than the service of Moses! See verse 14.

9. Are condemned. Paul repeats what he has just said, but contrasts are condemned (by the old
covenant) with declared innocent (by the new covenant). DIKATOSUNE = declared innocent is a legal
term, which implies that God declares a man innocent even though he is actually guilty. See Rom. 4:3
and note.

10. Because of. Paul sees value in God’s old covenant (Rom. 15:4), yet the far brighter glory of the
service of the Spirit supersedes and displaces all elsel!!

11. For. “If there was glory in the setvice of Judaism, how much more glory is there in the service of
the Spirit, which lasts forever 111" Compare Heb. 8:13. Paul probably says this for the benefit of the
circumcision party who thought The Law was eternal!

12. Because. The facts in verses 7-11 are the basis of confident hope, which gives the servants of Christ
boldness in speaking!!! This is Paul’s answer to his opponents.

13. Not like Moses. Paul again compares himself to Moses, and shows the veil which Moses put over
his face symbolized both a lack of boldness and that God’s truth was veiled in The Law. But as the glory
of Moses’ face faded away, those who continue to look to Moses or The Law, will find no glory there!
14. Were closed. Stephen used the same reasoning (Acts 7:51-53). The reason for the Jewish leaders
rejecting Christ was that they did not understand the intent and purpose of The Law from the eatliest
times!!! Removed only. Since God’s promises made in The Law were fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Aets
13:32-33), only when these Jews turned to Christ could they see the true message of The Law!
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15. Even today. Every Sabbath, the Law of Moses (the Old Testament) was read publicly in the
synagogue. Paul says the veil still covers their minds! The veil he speaks of, is the veil of prejudice
and evil desires which they have constructed for themselves!

16. But it is removed. Paul paraphrases Exod. 34:34 and uses it to show that when they go into the
presence of God IN FACT, this veil will be removed! Compare Rom. 11:23-26 and notes. When the Jews
believe the gospel, then the veil will be removed!

17. Is the Splrlt. What does it mean for the Christian to have this veil removed??? This verse gives the
answerlll Paul is a monotheistic-trinitarian (see note on Rom. 16:27) and he does not sharply contrast
the functions of the Father, Son, and Spirit. There is freedom. The Law is slavery, The Spirit is
freedom! The Christian is not a slave, but a son (includes daughter)!!! Compare Rom. 8:14-17
and notes.

18. All of us, then. MacKnight thinks Paul means the apostles only, but it seems better to understand
this to mean every Christian, as Johnson does. With uncovered faces. As Moses removed his veil when
he came before the Lord, we Christians reflect the Lord’s glory without any need to cover our faces!
[There may be a reference here to the fact that Jewish men prayed with their heads covered.]
Transforms us. Christians are new in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), and are transformed by their direct access
to God. The Spirit is involved in this (2 Cor. 4:16); and none of this transformation was available
through the old covenant.

1. Has given us this service. Since 2 Cor. 2:17, Paul has been talking about his capacity for the service
of the Spirit. Paul had a special service as an apostle, but every Christian is a servant of God in a general
sense. Paul’s opponents said he was too weak to fulfill his service (see 2 Cor, 10:10). But God, in his
mercy, has given to Paul this service! Compare I Cor. 7:25. Because Paul is involved in such a glorious
setvice, nothing can seriously discourage him (verse 16)!

2. We put astde. The false teachers used secret and shameful deeds, deceit, and falsified the word
of God. Paul never used such methods, even when he was trying to destroy the church. In the full light
of truth. Truth and love are two weapons which false teachers cannot use!!!
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good conscience, *For if the gospel we preach is
hidden, it is hidden only to those who are being
lost. “They do not believe because their minds
have been kept in the dark by the evil god of
this world. He keeps them from seeing the light
shining on them, the light that comes from the
Good News about the glory of Christ, who is the
exact likeness of God. *For it is not ourselves that
we preach; we preach Jesus Christ as Lord, and
oursleves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. ‘The
God who said, “Out of darkness the light shall
shine!” is the same God who made his light
shine in our hearts, to bring us the light of the
knowledge of God’s glory, shining in the face of
Christ.

’Yet we who have this spiritual treasure are
like common clay pots, to show that the supreme
power belongs to God, not to us. *We are often
troubled, but not crushed; sometimes in doubt,
but never in despair; °there are many enemies,
but we are never without a friend; and though

sight of God. And even if
our gospel is veiled, it is
veiled to those who are per-
ishing, The god of this age
has blinded the minds of un-
believers, so that they can-
not see the light of the gos-
pel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God.
For we do not preach our-
selves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’ sake. For
God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,”
made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of
the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Christ.
But we have this treasure
in jars of clay to show that
this all-surpassing power is
from God and not from us.
We are hard pressed on ev-
ety side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in des-
pair; persecuted, but not a-
bandoned; struck down, but

3. For if, False teachers speak to confuse the hearer (I Tim. 6:3-5). If the Good News is hidden, it is
only because the hearer has made himself a veil from prejudice and evil desires!

4. Because thelr minds. The world is a battleground where truth and error are locked in struggle for
men’s minds! But God is always in control, and Christ has already won the victory! But those who
construct veils for themselves from prejudice and evil desires, allow themselves to be blinded by the
evil god of this world, who then uses them to try to prevent others from seeing the light shining on them!
The exact likeness of God. The false teachers probably called themselves servants of light and boasted
about their wisdom, which Jewish literature described as God's likeness and reflection. Paul declates
that the light shining in the world comes from the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God!!!

5. For it is not ourselves, “Even though we apostles are the likeness of Christ, we do not preach
outselves. We preach Jesus Christ as your Lord, and ourselves as your servants!” For Jesus’ sake.
Compare I Cor. 9:19-23.

6. The God who sald. Paul paraphrases Gen. 1:3 to show that the same God who was the only source
of light in the beginning, is the same God who made his light shine in our hearts! The light is the
message which God spoke through his Son (Heb. 1:2).

7. Like common clay pots. Paul speaks in irony! Who would store treasure in common clay pots!!!
Yet God has done just this, to show that the supreme power is His!!! The false teachers boasted about
how gteat they were, and how weak Paul was. But Paul shows that God's power comes through
in human weakness!!!

-8. We are often troubled. Paul is an optimistic-pessimist, For each word which shows weakness, there is
one which shows strength. Trouble? Yes, but not crushed and put out of the battle! In doubt? Yes,
but we do not despair, God will make a way out!

9. Many enemies? Yes, but God is still our friend! Badly hurt? Yes, but not killed!
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badly hurt at times, we are not destroyed. '°At
all times we catry in our mortal bodies the death
of Jesus, so that his life also may be seen in our
bodies. "Throughout our lives we are always in
danger of death for Jesus’ sake, in order that
his life may be seen in this mortal body of ours.
12This means that death is at work in us; but life
is at work in you.

1*The scripture says, “I spoke because I be-
lieved.” In the same spirit of faith, we also
speak because we believe. “We know that.God,

not destroyed. We. always

carry around in our body the.

death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be re-
vealed in our body. For we
who are alive are always be-
ing given over to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that his life
may be revealed in our mor-
tal body. So then, death is
at work in us, but life is at
work in you.

It is written: “I believed;
therefore I have spoken.”
With that same spirit of
faith we also believe and
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N ow to the glory of God.
Living by Faith Therefore we do not lose 16

1%For this reason we never become discourag-
ed. Even though our physical being is gradually

heart. Though outwardly we
are wasting away, yet in-
wardly we are being renewed

10. The death of Jesus. Paul sees his suffering (and his weakness???) as sharing in the death of Jesus!
Compare Gal. 6:17; 2 Cor. 13:4. So that his life. Compare Rom. 8:10-11; Gal. 2:20. Paul was a
messenger of life, in a world of death!

11. Always in danger. The servants of the Good News were always in danger from the enemies of
Christ! At great risk they transmitied the Zife of Christ to mankind! Compare I Cor. 4:9-13. No one
could accuse the apostles of working for selfish motives!!!

12. This means. The death that attacks the servants of Christ in many ways, was the means of
spreading the message of life! Paul’s work brought suffering to him, but life to those who heard the
Good News! '

13. The scripture says. Psalm 116:10 Septuagint. MacKnight reconstructs the thinking of the Psalmist:
“Though I have been in great affliction, yet faith in God’s promises hath supported me, so that I can
say, I believed, therefore I have spoken in praise of his goodness.” Paul points to this example of faith,
and says this is what motivates and sustains he and the other servants of Christ!

14. We know. Notice how sure Paul is that God will do as He promised!’ Will also raise us up. Christ
is the guarantee of this (I Cor. 15:20-23)! Together with you. The total messianic community. See
note on Matt. 16:18.

15. All this. The suffering and work of the Christian servants. When suffering and work points to a
definite goal and purpose, man’s ability to endure is almost limitless!!! Prayers of thanksgiving. Paul
sees Christian prayer as praise to God!!! Compare Rev. 8:3-4.

16. For this reason. Verse 15. Our physlcal being. Paul’s service to Christ cost him something in
physical strength (2 Cor. 1:8; 11:23-28). Yet our spiritual being. This is the part of every person that
is morally responsible. See Rom. 7:20, 23; Eph. 3:16. Probably Paul is not thinking about progressive
spiritual growth, but the fact that even though his physical strength is being drained away, his spiritual
strength is renewed day after day!
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17, And this. “Besides, we can endure this small and temporary trouble! What does it amount to, when
you compare it with the tremendous and eternal glory which this suffering will bring us!” Salvation is
seized, not achieved/

18. For we fix our attention. “We pay no attention to the glory that this world has to offer (I Jokn
2:15-17), The power, honor, and glory of this world are only temporary!!! But the unseen things of
God, which we see through faith, are eternal and last forever!!!”

1. For we know. This links what he is about to say, with 2 Cor, 4:16-18. This tent we live in. A tent
is a temporary place to live. This is how Paul thinks of this physical body, Compare Mark 14:58, where
Jesus contrasts his physical body with his resurrection body. See also notes on I Cor. 6:19-20. Is torn
down by death. God will have. Paul looked forward to a resutrection body which God would give
him. Greek thought viewed the body as evil, the prisonhouse of the soul. The Bible, however, does
not view the body as evil, and points forward to the time when all the dead are raised to live in another
body which will be eternall Compare I Cor. 15:35-44.

2. And now we sigh. The Christian has already received the first of God's gifts (Rom. 8:23) which
is the guarantee (verse 5), But the fact that there is more to come makes Paul eager to make the change!
Compare I Cor. 15:47,

3. Without a body. Greek thought saw the immortal soul living forever without any body at all! Paul
and the others proclaimed a raismg from death which included a new body. Compare 2 Pet, 3:13
and notes,

4. While. “The feelmg of oppression, does not come from a desire to escape from this world and our
suffering, but if comes from our eager desire to exchange this mortal life for true life!!!*’ Put on over us.
Paul purposely says it this way to show that there is a continuity between our physical body and our
heavenly body (I Cor. 15:35-54).
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5. God is the one. Again Paul points to God as the source of heavenly house. Compare Rom. 5:18 and
note. As the guarantee. The Spirit is our guarantee, because it is through the Spirit that we will be
raised from death (Rom. 8:11).

6. So we. Now Paul uses the language- of a refugee. “Because we expect to live eternally, we are
always full of courage as we live out our life here!”” We know that. ‘‘As long as we live in this present
body, we are away from the Lord’s home, and we are still refugees and strangers as we wait!”’

7. Not sight. ‘‘In our life here on earth, we do not see the heavenly things we long for! So our lives are
based on faith, not sight.”

8. And would much prefer. ‘““We have no fear of death, and would like to receive our heavenly home
(resurrection body) now, and be at home with the Lord!”

9. We want to please him. This is Paul’s answer to the problem. Whatever the Lord has for him, is

what he wants!!! See how Paul explains this in Phil. 1:18-26.
10. Before Christ. Paul had no idea of anyone earning their salvation (see Eph. 2:8)!!! Yet he taught
that everyone was obligated to respond to this grace of God through good actions in their bodily life.
11, To fear the Lord. Not terror, but reverence and respect. Terror is never a valid motive to obey the
Lord (I John 4:18). [MacKnight takes this to mean: ‘‘Knowing, therefore, the terribleness of the Lord’s
displeasure, we persuade men to repent and believe the gospel . . .”’] The Good News shows God’s
love, and so Paul tries to persuade men to see the urgency and truth so.that they will escape the coming
Judgment through Christ.
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know me as well, '*We are not trying again to
recommend ourselves to you; rather, we are
trying to give you a good reason to be proud of
us, so that you will be able to answer those who
boast about a man’s appearance, and not about

your conscience, We are not
trying to commend ourselves
to you again, but are giving
you an opportunity to take
pride in us, so that you can
answer those who take pride
in what is seen rather than
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12, We are not. It may be that in the strong letter, Paul seemed to boast about his work (see 2 Cor.
11:16 to 12:13). But Paul is very sensitive to the accusation that he has done this! He wants to give them
a true picture of his mission and work, so that they can answer the opponents.

13. Are we really insane? Some said this about Jesus (Mark 3:21 and note). MacKnight thinks the
false teachers accused Paul of being insane because of the risks and dangers he placed himself in
for the sake of the Good News. Compare Acts 26:24 and note. Or are we sane? At times Paul reasoned
with them very quietly. [Joknson thinks the false teachers boasted about their visions from God, but
said the visions Paul claimed, were due to insanity.]

14, By Christ’s love. “In our service to Christ, we are not insane. We are ruled in all this by Christ’s
love for us. We take great risks and place ourselves in danger, because we recognize that one man died
for all men,” Which means. Christ’s death was for alll Verse 15 explains this, All men take part in his
death, but this does not mean that all will be saved. Compare Rom. 5:18 and note.

15. So that. ““If you take Christ-on-the-cross seriously, you will see that Jesus died for all, Jew and
Gentile. If you imitate Christ, you will no longer live for yourself, but you will live for Christ. For
this reason, you become a Christian by being baptized into Christ’s death (Rom. 6:3-11; Col, 2:12-13).”
16. No longer, then. Christians do not create distinctions (James 2:1-4). Even if. Before Paul became
a Christian, he did look at Jesus from a human point of view. He could see no value in the cross.
Compare I Cor. 18-23. The cross makes peace between Jew and Gentile (Eph. 2:14).

17. When. At the time anyone is joined to Christ. See Gal, 3:27. He is. Not: he will be; but he 1s! The
new being is opposed to the human point of view. It supersedes racial distinctions (Gal. 6:15), and it
is a life of the Spirit (Rom. 8:10-11). The old. Sin, guilt, and punishment are all put behind! The new.
Life, forgiveness, the Spirit, a new point of view (I Cor. 2:14), etc.
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c¢ome. '*All this is done by God, who through
Christ changed us from enemies into his friends,
and gave us the task of making others his friends
also. *Our message is that God was making
friends of all men through Christ. God did not
keep an account of their sins against them, and
he has given us the message of how he makes
them his friends.

20Here we are, then, speaking for Christ, as
though God himself were appealing to you
through us: on Christ’s behalf, we beg you, let
God change you from enemies into friends!
1Christ was without sin, but for our sake God
made him share our sin in order that we, in union
with him, might share the righteousness of God.

come! All this is from God, 18
who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconcilia-
tion: that God was reconcil-
ing the world to himself in
Christ, not counting men’s
sins against them. And he
has committed to us the
message of reconciliation.
We are therefore Christ’'s 20
ambassadors, as though
God were making his appeal
through us. We unglote you
on Christ’s behalf: Be recon-
ciled to God. God made him 21
who had no sin to be sin for
us, so that in him we might
tée:gme the righteousness of

o

9

As God’s fellow workers
6 we urge you not to re-

ceive God’s grace in vain.

In our work together with God, then, we
6 beg of you; you have received God’s grace,

18. All this is done by God. Paul gives the credit to God! For Paul, the cross demonstrates both Christ’s
love and God’s love!!! Changed us from enemfes. Note Christ’s sacrifice changes us,. not God! God’s act
in Christ to set us free changes us from enemies to friends, when we reach out through faith to seize
it! And gave us the task. The church, and specifically Paul, has the task of making others the friends
of God. This is done by preaching the Good News!

19. Our message. The basis of the Good News is that God himself had acted and was making friends
of those who had rebelled against him! Keep an account. MacKnight says: “That God is by Christ
bringing back the world to himself, promising not to punish them for their trespasses, but to pardon
them upon their faith and repentance.” See Col. 1:20; I Tim. 2:4-7; Heb. 9:14-15. It is Christ’s doing
and dying which makes it possible (Rom. 8:3-4). Given us the message. The Good News of God’s
finished work in Christ is the message that changes us into friends of God. See Rom. 1:16-17 and notes.

20. As though God himself. Proxy probably would be a better word than ambassador. Paul (and every
Christian) acts as a proxy for God by trying to persuade others to let God change them from enemies
into friends!!!

21. Christ was without sin. The sinlessness of Jesus is affirmed throughout the New Testament. Christ
therefore satisfied the righteous demands of the Law. God made him share our sin. MacKnight under-
stands this to mean that God made Christ our sin-offering. The rite of the scapegoat pictured what
Jesus would do. The sins of the people were confessed on the goat and transferred to it. At the cross,
Jesus shared our sin, which was transferred to him. Joknson says: “Since we die with Christ, in him
we pay the penalty, and are justified [put right with Godl.” God puts men right through their faith
inJesus Christ (Rom. 3:22).

1. Together with God. Paul sees all the servants-of Christ working together with God in the mission of
persuading people to let God change them from enemies into friends! Wasted. Grace is free, and
salvation cannot be earned by our own efforts. Yet God’s act in Christ will be wasted by the one who
does not receive it with gratitude! We reach out through faith to seize the sacrifice of Christ, but we
must hold firmly to it! We do this through good actions and holy lives, not to add to what Christ has
done, but to kold on to be able to receive the promises! There is always a danger that we will /et go and
fall away! Compare 2 Cor. 13:5; Gal. 3:4. Do not think God’s grace is cheap! Christ-on-the-cross is
the price that was paid to buy men for God!!!
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and you must not let it be wasted. 2I-Iear what
God says:
“I heard you in the hour to show you
favor,
I helped you on the day to save you.”
Listen! This is the hour to receive God’s favor,
today is the day to be saved!

'We do not want anyone to find fault with our
work, so we try not to put obstacles in anyone’s
way. ‘Instead, in everything we do we show that
we are God’s servants, by enduring troubles,
hardships, and difficulties with great patience.
SWe have been beaten, jailed, and mobbed; we
have been overworked and have gone without
sleep or food. °By our purity, knowledge, pa-
tience, and kindness we have shown ourselves
to be God’s servants; by the Holy Spirit, by our
true love, "By our message of fruth, and by the

For he says,
“At the time of my favor I
heard you,
and on the day of jsalva-
tion I helped you.'
I'tell you, now is the time of
God’s favor, now is the day
of salvation,

Paul’s Hardships

We put no stumbling
block in anyone’s path, so
that our ministry will not be
discredited. Rather, in every
way we show ourselves to be
servants of God: in great en-
durance; in troubles, hard-
ships and distresses; in beat-
ings, imprisonments and
tiots; in hard work, sleepless
nights and hunger' in pur-
ity, understandmg, atience
and kindness; in the Holy
Spitit and in sincere love; in
truthful speech and in the
power of God; with weapons

power of God. We have righteousness as our

of ri ghteousness in the right
weapon, both to attack and to defend ourselves.

hand - and in the left;

2. Hear. Isa. 49:8 Septuagint. Johnson undetstands this prophecy to point to the saving of the
Gentiles. Paul uses it to emphasize the fact that we servants of Christ work together with God/ In the
passage quoted God was through his servant bringing in divine help, This is the hour! ‘“‘Fellow-
workers, this is the hour, today is the day to be saved! God will help us as we work to convert the
Gentiles to Christ! It is urgent to persuade all mankind to accept God’s salvation now!!!” [Hour =
kAIROS = divinely given opportunity.]

3. To find faolt. Paul lives a holy and pure life, so that no one will find fault with his work. All God’s
servants must do this! Obstacles. This includes many things. Probably Paul is pomtmg to the false
teachers who used unholy methods (2 Cor. 4:2).

4, Instead. The true servant of God must be like his Lord] The false teachers boasted about worldly
things. For Paul, they disqualify themselves by this, and destroy any claim to authority. Troubles.
2Cor, 1:8. Hardshlps, I Cor, 4:11, Difficulties. Acts 17:5-8. With great patience. Dedication.

5. We have. Paul shows a general picture of the things whlch servants of Christ faced in his day! He
describes his own personal experience!!!

6-7. We have shown ourselves. ““This is how we have shown ourselves to be God’s servants: by our
putity of fife and motives, by our knowledge of the Truth, by our patience as we endure suffering, by
our kindness toward all, by the Holy Spirit (compare I Thess. 1:5), by our true love which is un-
hypocritical, by the fact that we preach the truth, and by the power of God as we correctly use the gifts
from the Spitit.,” As our weapon. Only one who is pure and holy can use righteousness as a weapon!
Compare Eph. 6:10-13, The TEV cortectly gives the meaning of the symbolism as: fo attack and to
defend ourselves. Compare 2 Cor. 10:4-5.
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*We are honored and disgraced; we are insulted | through glory and dishonor, 8
and praised. We are treated as liars, yet we speak | praise and blame; genuine,
L0 yet regarded as impostors;
the truth; °as unknown, yet we are known by all; | known, yet regarded as un- 9
as though we were dead, but, as you see, we live | known; dying, and yet we
. . 10 live on; beaten, and yet not
on. Although punished, we are not killed; !°al- killed; sorrowful, yet always 10
though saddened, we are always glad; we seem | rejoicing; poor, yet making
2 many rich; having nothing,
poor, but we make many people rich; we seem t0 | yet possessing evetythin%.
have nothing, yet we really possess everything. | We have spoken frecly to 11
117) friends in Corinthl We h k you, Corinthians, and open-
ear friends in Corin e have spoken | od wide our heatts to you.
frankly to you, we have opened wide our hearts. | We are not withholding our 12
2We h t closed hearts t Cit i affection from you, but you
e have not closed our hearts to you; it is you | are withholding yours from
who have closed your hearts to us. ’I speak now | us. As a fair exchange—I 13
h h : . speak as to my children—
as t otylgl you l:vere mgr chlt!dren. show us the | gpen wide your hearts also.
same feelings that we have for . Open wi
§ v you. Open wide Do Not Be Yoked with
your hearts! Unbelievers
' . Do not be yoked together 14
Warning against Pagan Influences with unbelievers. For what
. do righteousness and wick-
“Do not try to work together as equals with | edness have in common? Or
unbelievers, for it cannot be done. How can | What fellowship can light
right and wrong be partners? How can light and

8. We are. Paul shows the paradox of his service to Christ. People respond differently to his work
of preaching Christ. {MacKnight sees in this the fact that Paul neither becomes conceited nor dis-
couraged.]

9. As unknown. In this verse Paul seems to contrast outward appearance with actual fact. Some
said Paul’s sufferings proved he was unknown to God. But in fact, he is known by God (authenticated).
‘Some said he was dead, because he constantly tempted death by the risks he took in proclaiming the
Good News! But in fact, he was very much alive! Some saw God’s punishment in the calamities which
came to Paul. Yet, as he says, we are not killed, and he takes this as being the spanking of a father.
{Paul’s painful physical ailment (2 Cor. 12:7) may be part of what he is thinking about here.]

10. Although saddened. See Heb, 12:11., We seem poor. The false teachers probably said that Paul’s
poverty showed God’s disfavor! But he follows the example of Christ (2 Cor. 8:9). He makes others
rich spiritually!!! Nothing. He did not have the rank and honor, nor the luxury which the false teachers
seized for themselves. But, in Christ, everything was his!!! See I Cor. 3:22,

11, Dear friends in Corinth} Paul wants them to know that he has spoken frankly to them in the past,
and is doing so now! Paul and the others had opened wide their hearts to the Corinthians, and they
were still openl!!! If there is an obstacle in Paul’s relationship with the Corinthians, he is still open to
them and he is still their friend!!!

12, Itls you. ““You do not love me, otherwise you would have stood up for me against the false teachers!
If there is any barrier between us, you have built it!”

13. I speak now. ‘‘You are my spiritual children! I have given myself for you! Will you love me now in
return???”.

14, Do not try. Paul has just told them: “Open wide your hearts!” This phrase has a bad meaning
in the Law (Deut. 11:16). Too much tolerance would place them in a dangerous situation! Therefore
he gives this warning. Paul’s warning is: Do not try to work together as equals with unbelievers, for
it cannot be done. The rest of this section gives examples. This verse is commonly quoted to forbid
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darkness live together? **How can Christ and the have with datkness? What 15
: H H . armony is there between
Devil agree? What does ?ﬁbellever have, in com- | Ay o ettty it
mon with an unbeliever? *How can God’s temple | does a believer have in com-
come to terms with pagan idols? For we are the | mon with an unbeliever?

A . What agreement is there be-
temple of the living God! As God himself has | tween t}%;temple of God and

said idols? For we are the temple
S . . of the living God. As God
I will make my home with my people - has said:
and live among them; : “I willll(live witht lShem and
11 1. . . walk among them,
I will be their God, o and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.” ;ndplthey will be my
eopie.
17And so the Lord says, “Therefore come outfrom 17
“You must leave them,, them .
and separate yourselves from them. aneoe SePi;ff;,se{he Lord,
Have nothing to do with what is unclean, Tﬁxgl} ne uunclean thing,
. a; W receive you.,’
aqd I will accept you. «T will be o Fathet to you, 18
. **I will be your father, o i Y fons
and you shall be my sons and daughters, :a'}s the. Lorﬁrfilmighty,-v

says the Lord Almighty.”

martiage with non-Christians. But it would better suit the context to understand the unbelievers to be
the false teachers and their followers, and Paul’s instruction to mean avoiding fellowship with them.
See I Cor. 5:9-13 and notes. Paul asks five questions to show how absurd it would be to form a bond
with those who do not share The Faith, Right and wrong? One excludes the other! Light and darkness?
Darkness is the absence of light. Paul's opponents at Corinth called themselves *‘servants of light,”” but
their lives showed their darkness!

15. Christ and the Devil. It would be unthinkable to expect Christ and. the Devil to work together
(but some are saying this now)! [Belial is a name for the Devil, which appears in late Jewish literature,
especially the Dead Sea Scrolls, It has much the same meaning as the Enemy of Christ.] Bellever . . .
unbeliever; The Christian has tasted heaven’s gift, but the false teachers had renounced it! See
Heb, 6:4-6.

16. God’s temple . . . pagan idols. The Dead Sea Scrolls use ido/ to mean any temptation to sin. Paul
identifies the temple of God as we! Compatre I Cor. 3:16-17; 10:14-22 and notes. As God himself. Paul
paraphrases Lev, 26:12; Jer. 32:38; Ezek. 37:27 to show that God now makes his home in the messianic
community (church). Compare Eph. 2:20-22.

17. Andso. Paul paraphrases Isa. 52:11 to show they must separate themselves from the false teachers
who make the messianic community (church) unclean by their unholy conduct and their distorted
teaching! And I will accept you. This phrase comes from Ezek, 20:34. God will accept all who follow
himl!!

18, I will be, Paul paraphrases 2 Sam. 7:14, Paul is saying that this promise is fulfilled in the church
(messianic community)! [The Dead Sea Scrolls quote this often, showing that the Qumran community
believed the promise came true in them.] Sons and daughters. Sons commonly includes daughters
as well. Paul specifically mentions them here, as does Joel's prophecy (see Acts 2:17), Women formed
an important part of the church at Corinth. :
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All these promises are made to us, my dear 7 Sirice we have these pro-
7 friends. So then, let us purify ourselves from | / e dest frionds, let
everything that makes body or soul unclean, and | everything that contamin-
ates body and spirit, and let
let us-be completely holy, by living in the fear of s strive for periection out of -
God. reverence for God.
Paul’s Jo h
Paul’s Joy Make :oom for us in your 2
?Make room for us in your hearts. We have | hearts. We have wronged no
. one, we have corrupted no .
done wrong to no one, we have ruined no one, | one, we have exploited no"
nor tried to take advantage of anyone. *I do not | one.Idonot say this to con-. 3
. . demn you; I have said before
say this to condemn you; for, as I have said | thatyou havesuch a placein’®
before, you are so dear to us that we are together | our heatts that we would live
. s 4 ot die with you. I have great 4
always, whether we live or die. ‘I am so sure of | confidence in you; I take’
you, I take such pride in you! In all our troubles | sreat pride in you. I am
\ . . greatly encouraged; in all
I am still full of courage, I am running over with | cur troubles my joy knows-

1 no bounds, -
_]0y5. . . . . For when we came mto S
Even after we arrived in Macedonia we did | macedonia, this body of

not have any rest. There were troubles every- | ours had no rest, but we

. . were harassed at every turn

where, quarrels with others, fears in our hearts. —conflicts on_the outside,
‘But God, who encourages the downhearted, | fears within. But God, who 6

. comforts the downcast, com-

forted us by the coming of

1. Are made to us. “‘Since God makes us all these promises, we ought to jump into action!” Let us
purify. “Since we are God’s temple (I Cor. 3:16-17), we must make ourselves pure by separating
ourselves from everything that makes body or soul unclean!” Body and soul form a unity, and the sin
that makes one unclean, also makes the other unclean. Some claimed that the soul was untouched"by
the guilt of sin which the body committed. Fear = reverence, tespect, and includes obedience.

2. Make room. It is not possible for the Corinthians and Paul to be friends as long as they listen“t6
the slander of the false teachers against him! but THEY must act to make room in their hearts for Paul
and the other true servants of Christ! Done wrong to no one. Paul is thinking about the painful letter.
Verse 12 implies that someone at Corinth led a rebellion against Paul. Paul’s letter must have touchied
a sore spot. Ruined no one. The false teachers may have accused Paul of ruining people by his teaching
and his example. Perhaps they felt he had ruined them!!! To take advantage. This implies that sqme
had accused him of draining the church treasury. See 2 Cor. 12:17.

3. 1do not say this. “I do not say this to condemn you for ailowing yourselves to be misled by the false
teachers, or to stir up past problems! As I said before, we have opened wide our hearts to youl Our
fellowship in Christ is too important to allow anything to destroy it!!!”

4, So sure of you! The news from Titus has made him jubilant!!! See verse 6.

5. Even after. Note that Paul picks up the thought he dropped in 2 Cor. 2:13. When Titus did not
meet Paul at Troas, he may have been afraid that Corinth had rejected his letter and that some special
problem kept Titus there. Paul also faced opposition from unbelievers, as he always seemed to do.

6. But God. Note how Paul always gives God the credit for what happens! How happy it made Paul
to hear the good news about improved conditions at Corinth!1!
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encouraged us with the coming of Titus. 'It was
not only his coming, but also his report of how

you encoutraged him. He told us how much you |
want to see me, how sotry you are, how ready |

you are to defend me; and so I am even happier
now.

.. ®For even if that letter of mine made you sad,
I am not sorry I wrote it, I could have been sorry
about it when I saw that the letter made you sad.
for a while. *But now I am happy—not because
I made you sad, but because your sadness made
you chatige your ways. That sadness was used by
God, and so we caused you no harm. '°For the

Titus, and not only by his
coming but also by the com-
fort you had given him, He
told us about your affection,
your deep sorrow, your at-
dent concern for me, so that
my joy was gteater than ever,

Even if I caused you sor-
row by my letter, I do not
regret it. Though I did regret
it—1I see that my letter hurt
you, but only for a little
while—yet now I am happy,
not because you were made
sorry, but becatse your sor-
row led you to repentance.
For you became sorrowful as
God intended and so were
not harmed in any way by

us. Godly sorrow brings re- 10
pentance that leads to salva-
tion and Jeaves no regret, but
worldly sorrow brings death,
See what this godly sorrow 11
has produced in you: what

sadness that is used by God brings a change of

heart that leads to salvation—and there is no

regret in that! But worldly sadness causes death.

11See what God did with this sadness of yours:

how earnest it has made you, how eager to prove | carnestness, what eagerness
A . Vs X o clear yourselves, what in-

your innocence! Such indignation, such alarm, | dignation, whatalarm, what

: : : affection, what concern,
such feelings, such devotion, such readiness to what readiness to see. Justivs

7. But also his report. Titus may have had doubts about his mission to Corinth, knowing the
problems which Paul had in the painful visit (2 Cor. 2:1). He was much encouraged to learn the
improved attitude of the Corinthians! To see me. They sincerely wanted him to be with them! How

* sorry. They deeply regretted their past actions! Compare verse 10, To defend me. They still had deep

artival of Titus made Paul happy, the good report made him even happier!

8. If that letter. The letter of 2 Cor. 2:4. I am not sorry. “It was necessary that I write this strongly
worded letter to you!” I could have been sorry. ‘‘Please don’t think it made me happy to humiliate you!
It made me sad to do it, but it was for your own good.”

-9, But because. ‘“Here is why I am happy: it made you change your ways!” Was used by God. Verse
10 explains this.

10. For the sadness. ‘‘God is able to use the sadness that regrets actions which were contrary to God,
to change our heart and bring us to himselfl The Corinthians were sad because their actions against
Paul had also been against God. Change our heart = repent = turn from sin to God. Worldly
sadness. This produces only guilt, and does not change our hearts, Contrast Peter and Judas. Peter
regretted his action in denying Jesus, and God used this to make him repent. Judas regretted the
results of his action, and the Devil used this guilt to drive him to suicide! Some make the mistake of
trying to drive people to God by using the guilt of worldly sadness!

11, See what God did! Paul gives God the credit for the change of heart which the Corinthian Christians
have made. Paul examines the signs which show that they have repented of past sins. Repent = reform!
Innocence! They clear themselves by doing as Paul had instructed. Indignation! Probably toward the
chief troublemaker (2 Cor. 2:5). ! They were a little afraid of what Paul might do to them.
Compare Acts 13:11. Feelings! They deeply wanted to restore their friendship with Paul. Devotion!
They were ready now to protect Paul’s honor and reputation. To punish! Their zeal to punish the one
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punish wrongdoing! You have shown yourselves
to be without fault in the whole matter.

1280, even though I wrote that letter, it was not
because of the one who did wrong, or the one who
was wronged. Instead, I wrote it to make plain to
you, in God’s sight, how deep is your devotion to
us. *That is why we were encouraged.

Not only were we encouraged; how happy
Titus made us with his happiness over the-way in
which all of you helped to cheer him up. I did
boast of you to him, and you have not disap-
pointed me. We have always spoken the truth to
you. In the same way, the boast we made to Titus
has proved true. 'SAnd so his love for you grows
stronger, as he remembers how all of you were
ready to obey, how you welcomed him with fear
and trembling. '*How happy I am that I can
depend on you completely!

done. At every point you -
have proved yourselves to be

innocent in this matter. So 12

even though I wrote to you, .
it was not on account of the,
one who did the wrong or of -
the injured party, but rather -
that before God you could
see for yourselves how de:"

voted to us you are. By all=13

this we are encouraged.

In addition to our own en-
coura%ement we were es-
pecially delighted to see how.
happy T1tus was, because all
of you helped put his mind

at ease, I had boasted to him 14

about you, and you have not
embatrassed me. But just as
everything we said to you
was true, so our boasting
about you to Titus has prov: -

ed to be true as well. And his 15

affection for you is all the
greater when he remembers
that you were all obedient,
receiving him with fear and

trembling. I am glad I can 16

Christian Giving have complete confidence in
you.
We want you to know, brothers, what God’s
8 grace has done in the churches in Mace- Generasity Encouraged

And now, brothers, we
” 8 want you to know about
the grace that God has given

who had insulted Paul was so strong, in fact, that it was necessary to ask them to forgive the man
(2 Cor. 2:5-8). You have shown yourselves. They did not argue with Paul's demands, but demonstrated
their faith by their action.

12. It was not. “I do not want you to misunderstand why I wrote that letter. Although it may have
seemed harsh, there was no thought of taking revenge.” Instead. “I wrote to test you (2 Cor. 2:9) and to
make you yourselves AWARE of how you actually felt in this matter! This crisis could only be resolved
when you demonstrated your love and devotion for me as a true apostle.”

13. That is why. Paul is much encouraged by the evidence of repentance which the Cormthlans have
demonstrated! Titus. Both Titus and Paul are servants of the same Lord! When Titus was made happy,
Paul was made happy also!

14. 1 did boast of you. After the painful visit of 2 Cor. 2:1, it may surprise us that Paul would boast
of them. But Paul’s love for them looks beyond the moment, and sees the good! Some let present
problems blind them to the real value of a person. Paul did not do that!!!

15. And so his love. Titus remembers well their spirit of faith!!!

16. How happy! They have passed the test! Compare verse 4.

Note: Chapters 8-9 are the most complete discussion of Christian giving in the New Testament.
Gal. 2:1-10 implies a working-agreement between the Jewish and Gentile churches. This showed a
new spirit among the Christians (see Acts 11:29). The Christians in Judea may have suffered more
money problems than those in other areas (compare note on Acts 2:44-45). Probably the persecution
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donia. *They have been severely tested by the
troubles they went through; but their joy was so

great that they were extremely generous in their -

giving, even though they were very poor. °I assure
you, they gave as much as they could, and even
more than they could. Of their own free will
‘they begged us and insisted on the privilege of
having a part in helping God’s people in Judea.
Tt was more than we could have hoped for!
First they gave themselves to the Lord; and then,
by God’s will, they gave themselves to us as well.
5So we urged Titus, who began this” work, to
continue it and and help you complete this
special service of love. "You are so rich in all you
have: in faith, speech, and knowledge, in your
eagerness to help, and in your love for us. And so
we want you to be generous also in this service

" testify that they

the Macedonian churches,
QOut of the most severe trial,
their overflowing joy and
their extreme poverty welled
up in rich generosity. For I

%ave as
much as they were able, and
even beyond their ability,
Entirel( on their own, they
urgently pleaded with us for
the privilege of sharing in
this service to the saints,
And they did not do as we
expected, but they gave
themselves first to the Lord
and then to us in keeping
with God's will, So we urged
Titus, since he had earlier
made a beginning, to bring
also to completion this act
of grace on your part, But
just as you excel in eveia
thing—in faith, in speech,
in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in your love

for us—see that you also ex-

Of IQVG. cel in this grace of giving.

was mote severe. More than one gift of money was taken to the poor Christians in Judea. Almost a year
had passed since Paul asked the Corinthians to contribute to this need (I Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:10), but
they have not fulfilled theit commitment. Paul is obviously concerned about the Christian poor in
Judea, but he also sees this as an opportunity to unify more strongly, the Gentile and Jewish elements
of the church of Christ!

1. What God’s grace. Paul points to the good example of the chutches in Macedonia, but is careful
to give God the gloryl Macedonia would include Philippi, Berea, Thessalonica, etc. The Corinthians
had at first been eager to help, and Paul had boasted about them to the churches in Macedonia
(2:Cor. 9:2). But these have completed their collection, while the Corinthians lag behind.

2. Severely tested. Compare I Thess, 1:6; 2:14; 3:3-9. Extremely generous. “In spite of the fact that
they themselves were very poor (which could be used as an excuse to do nothing) they were extremely
generous in the money they were sending to help the Christian poor.

3. And even more. ‘“They outdid themselves in their giving, and it was of their own free willl”

4, They begged us. *‘This is how eager they were to have a part in this good work, and they looked at it
as being a privilege!” As Jesus freely gave himself, so Christians are to share with needy brothers
and sisters| [Saints: see note on I Cor. 6:11.]

5. It was more! They did more than Paul could expect them to do! First . . . then. Their Christian
giving grew out of the fact that they had already given themselves as living sacrifices to Christ! Compare
Rom, 12:1-2, If you can reach a man's mind, you can reach his heart, and through it his pocketbook,
and when you have reached his pocketbook, you have captured the whole man, You cannot buy that
kind of dedication!!! : ’

6. So we urged Titus. Titus has just come from Corinth, but Paul is sending him back there, to
complete this raising of money to help the poot. Paul is careful just how he words this, calling it a
special service of love. Some accused him of draining the treasury (2 Cor. 12:17).

7. You are so rich, “You are a gifted church, rich in spiritual things (I Cor. 1:4-5).” Paul implies
they should be the one to set the example for everyone else! )
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®] am not laying down any rules. But by show- I am, Inot iortmx;antdgll g. 8
. P s u, bu want to tes! 1€ |
ing how eager others ate to help, I am trying to | Jicity of Your love by -
find out how real your own love is. °For you | comparing it l\lwth t%e eartl- . .
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; rich as | §00,0° 2 0% S0 ¥
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8. Any rules. “I do not command you to do this. This must be a work of love, and so voluntary.” To
find out. “The example of the Macedonian churches has given me the courage to ask you to do-this,
and what you do will demonstrate the reality of your love!”

9. For you kmow. “Think of the example which Christ set for us!”” Compare Phil. 2:5-11.

10. My opinion. Not a command, but advice. It is better. If they don’t finish this now, they will
have lost something by neglect. What you began last year. They had started in a burst of spontatieous
enthusiasm! Probably the false ieachershad tried to talk them out of it.

11. On with it, then! The TEV brings out the emphatic Now! “You volunteered and made a begitining
of it. Finish it up!!!”’ C
12. Eager. “Don’t put it off, saying that you will have more in the future from which to give! If you
are eager to show your love, God will accept your gift because of what you have to give, not because of
what may come to you in the future!l”

13-14, By puiting a burden on you. A false teacher may have said this collection was a Jewish attempt
to make themselves rich from the generosity of the Gentile churches! Compare 2 Cor. 12:16-18. Treated
equally. Paul says this in a different way in Rom. 15:27. This sharing was a characteristic of the eatly
church (Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-35). Paul sees it as being treated equally for Corinth (who has plenty) to
share with those who are in need. If at some point in the future, it is Corinth in need, others will share
with them!
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way both are treated equally, '*As the scripture
says
‘:The man who gathered much
. did not have too much,
and the man who gathered little
. did not have too little.”

Titus and His Companions

sHow we thank God for making Titus as
eager as we are to help you! "Not only did he
welcome our request; he was so eager to help
that of his own free will he decided to go to you.
18With him we are sending the brother who is
highly réspected in all the churches for his work
in preaching the gospel. ’And besides that, he
has been chosen and appointed by the churches
to travel with us as we carry out this service of
love for the Lord’s glory, and to show that we
want to help.

20We are being careful not to stir up any com-
plaints about the way we handle this generous
gift. *Our purpose is to do what is right, not
only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the
sight of men.

2280 we are sending our brother with them;
we have tested him many times, and found him
always very eager to help. And now that he has
so-much confidence in you, he is all the more

equality, as it is written: 15
“He that.gathered much
did not have too much,
and he that gathered lit-
tle did not have too
little,” .

Titus Sent to Corinth

1 thank God, who put into 16
the heart of Titus the same
concern I have for you. For 17
Titus not only welcomed our
appeal, but he is coming to
you with much enthusiasm
and on his own initiative.
And we are sending along 18
with him the brother who is
praised by all the churches
for his service to the gospel.
What is more, he waschosen 19
by the churches to accom-
gany us as we carty the of-

ering, which we administer
in order to honor the Lotd
himself and to show our ea-
gerness to help, We want to 20
avoid any criticism of the
way we administer this lib-
eral gift, For we are taking 21
pains to do what is right, not
only in the eyes of the Lord
but also in the eyes of men.
In addition, we are send- 22

‘ing with them our brother

who has often proved to us
in many ways that he is zeal-
ous, and now even more 50
because of his great confi-

resources. Christian love will prevent either waste or shortage.

" 15. Ax the scripture says. Exod. 16:18. Paul uses this to show a Bible basis for Christians to share

16, How we thank God! Paul gives God the credit for Titus’ eagerness. Starting here, Paul gives the

credentials of the three who were to complete the collection.

17. Not only. Paul did suggest this to Titus (verse 6), but Titus volunteered to go!

18:19. With him. We do not know why Paul does not give the names of these two, Perhaps they are
some of those mentioned in Acts 20:4. See verse 22 for the second unnamed brother. These will go with
Paul to Jerusalem with the money. :

20. Not to stir up. “I suggested to the churches that they send messengers with me to Jerusalem, so
that we will not stir up any complaints about the way this generous gift of money is handled.” Paul
seems sensitive about this. Compare 2 Cor. 11:8-9.

21. Not only. “I want to do right in the Lord’s sight, and as much as possible, I want to avoid any
suspicion of misconduct, which would make me less useful in the service of Christ.”

22. So we are sending. This is the second unnamed brother. See verse 18, He shares Titus’ enthusiasm!
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3 1 that our boasting about you
sending these brothers, so that our boasting of | that our boasting abaut you
you in this matter may not turn out to be empty | prove hollow, but that you
words. But, just as I said, you will be ready with | may be ready, as I said you

Py 5 1. | would be. For if any Mace- 4
your help. “Or else, if the people from Macedonia donians come with ‘me and
should come with me and find out that you are | fiad you unprepared, we—
not to say anything about
not ready, how ashamed we would be—not t0 | you—would be ashamed of
speak of your shame—for feeling so sure of

23. He is my partner. Paul gives Titus a good recommendation! Paul certifies to Corinth that these

brothers are authentic. Many false prophets were victimizing the churches.

24. Show your love to them, These men will eventually report back to the churches they repregepi.
The conduct of the Corinthian church will be proof of all the good things Paul has said about them|

1. Really no need. Paul is still anxious about the situation at Corinth. It will be embarassing if he
arrives at Corinth with the brothers from Macedonia, and things are not ready! Even though thete
is really no need to write about this, he still wants to hutry them up, so they will have finished this
collection long before he arrives.

2. I have hoasted. Paul gives the exact words he used in his boast about them. Achaia is the Roman
name for Greece. Corinth’s eagerness had stitred up a healthy rivalry among the Macedonian churches.

3. Now I am sending. Paul is sending the three brothers he spoke about in the previous chapter.
They will go on ahead to be sure everything is ready. Paul does not want his boast to become only
empty words, and so make him ashamed.

4. And find out. “We would all be ashamed, if we came and found you unprepared!”
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youl ®So I thought it necessary to urge these
brothers to go to you ahead of me and get ready
in advance the gift you promised to make, Then
it will be ready when I arrive, and it will show
that you give because you want to, not because
you have to.

‘Remember this: the man who plants few seeds
will have a small crop; the one who plants many
seeds will have a large crop. "Each one should
give, then, as he has decided, not with regret or
out of a sense of duty; for God loves the one who
gives gladly. *And God is able to give you more
than you need, so that you will always have
all you need for yourselves and more than enough
for every good cause. °As the scripture says,

““He gives generously to the poor;
his kindness lasts forever.”
**And God, who supplies seed for the sower and
bread to eat, will also supply you with all the seed
you need and make it grow, to produce a rich

having been so confident, So
Ithought it necessary o urge
the brothers to visit you in
advance and finish the ar-
rangements for the generous
gift you had promised, Then
it will be ready as a gener-
ous gift, not as one grudg-
ingly given.

Sowing Generously

Remember this: Whoever
sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap
generously, Each man
should give what he has de-
cided in his heart to give,
not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is
able to make all grace a-
bound to you, so that in all
things at all times, having all
that” you need, you will
abound in every good work.
As it is written:

“He has scattered abroad

his gifts to the poor;

his righteousness en-

dures for ever.”

Now he who supplies seed
to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and in-
crease your store of seed and
will enlarge the harvest of

5

5. So I thought it necessary. Paul seems to be saying that they have wasted too much time already!
Because you want to. It is important that this be a gift out of their free will, not something they are
forced intol

6, Remember this. Christian giving is not a sacrifice, but a planting. Paul is probably quoting a
popular proverb. Results are in proportion to effort. .

7. As he has decided. Note that Paul sets no standard amount. It is what each one decides after
thinking it over, not something done in a burst of emotion, or with a feeling of being pushed into it.
Who gives gladly. What they do, will be of their own free will, out of love! This is what God wants!

8. And God. It is a general rule that you should not withhold your Christian giving just because you
think hard times may come, Since the Christian is a proxy of God's grace, the supply does not run out!
The one who gives in proportion to what he has, will be blessed by it! But Paul does not mean to say
that Christians can become rich in money, by giving it all away. Compare the Parable of the Shrewd
Manager (Luke 16:1-12 and notes).

9. As the scripture says. Psalm 112:9. Paul uses this to prove what he said in verse 8. The benevolent
man gives generously to the poor.

10. And God. The farmer depends on God. When the farmer plants seed in his field, God makes it
grow, and gives him even more seed to plant the next time. The same thing is true in Christian

giving.
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hatrvest from your generosity. ‘‘He will always
make you rich enough to be generous at all times,
so that many will thank God for your gifts they
receive from us. '?For this service you perform
not only meets the needs of God’s people, but
also produces an outpouring of grateful thanks
to God. '*And because of the proof which this
service of yours brings, many will give glory to
God for your loyalty to the gospel of Christ,
which you profess, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and all othets. *And so they
will pray for you with great affection for you
because of the extraordinary grace God. has
shown you. !*Let us thank God for his priceless
gift!

our righteousness. You wilt

e made rich in evety way so
that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through
us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to Ged.

This service that you per-
form is -not only supplying
the needs of God’s people
but is also overflowing ‘in

many expressions of thanks

to God. Because of the ser-

11

12

vice by which you have proy- -

ed yourselves,
praise God for the obedience
that accompanies your con-
fession of the gospel .of
Christ, and for your gener-

men  will .

osity in sharing with them -

and with everyone else. And
in their prayers for you their
hearts will go out to you, be-

14

cause of the surpassing grace
has given to you.

Paul Defends His Ministry Thanks be to God for his in- 15

I, Paul, make a personal appeal to you—I describable gift!
10 who am said to be meek and mild when I g;;l;: trl;efenxe of His

am with you, but bold toward you when I am B th . d
away from you. I beg of you, by the gentleness | 1() gintieness of Cheist, I
appeal to you—I, Paul, who
am “timid” when face to

face with you, but “bold”

11. He will always. The giver is blessed by God so that he can help others! Compare verse 8. But God’s
blessing cannot be used for selfish reasons!

12. For this service. *“Your generous gift will supply the things that the Christian poor need, and w111
honor God by means of the outpouring of grateful thanks to Him!”

13. And because of the proof. The proof that the Corinthians are loyal to Christ is their w11hngness
to give. It is likely that the circumcision party in Judea did not think the Gentile churches were churches
of Christ at all! This gift would help to change attitudes and prove their oneness in Christ!

14. And so. Paul’s goal was to unite Jewish and Gentile Christians in one common fellowship. Compare
notes on Acts 21:11-14. This Gentile gift would produce love in Jewish hearts. Josephus says that by
the end of the first century, one-third of the Jews had become Christiansl!! .
15. For his priceless gift! This gift is Jesus Christ himself (Jokn 3:16), who is the source of all other. gxfts,
and who unites Jew and Gentile in one church!!!

1. I, Paul. With this verse, Paul begins a strong warning to the false teacher (or teachers) and the
group that followed him. Up to this point, he had been writing to those who accepted him as an apostle.
He begins his defence with an emphatic statement of authority: I, Paul! 1 who am sald to be. The false
teacher (or teachers) made fun of Paul’s strongly worded letter and said he could talk big when he
was not there, but was meek and mild when he faced his opposition. The faction believed harshness
and arrogance was the mark of a true apostle, so.they made fun of Paul's weakness and trembling
(see I Cor. 2:3 and note). I beg of you. Even now Paul does not command them, but tries to peisuade
them. Gentleness and kindness are two characteristics of Christ himself, and every Christian must
imitate these!!!
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and kindness of Christ: *Do not force me to be
bold with you when I come; for I am sure I can be
bold with those who say that we act from worldly
motives. *It is true that we live in the world; but
we do not fight from worldly motives. “The wea-
pons we use in our fight are not the world’s
weapons, but God’s powerful weapons, with
which to destroy strongholds. We destroy false
arguments; Swe pull down every proud obstacle
that is raised against the knowledge of God; we
take every thought captive and make it obey
Christ. *And after you have proved your complete
loyalty, we will be ready to punish any act of
disloyalty.

"You are looking at things as they are on the
outside. Is there someone there who reckons
himself to belong to Christ? Well, let him think

when awayl I beg you that
when I come I may not have
to be as bold as I expect to
be toward some people who
think that we live by the
standards of this world. For
though we live in the world,
we do not wage war as the
world does. The weapons we
fight with are not the weap-
ons of the world, On the
contrary, they have divine
l1:0wer to tear down strong-
olds. We demolish argu-
ments and every pretension
that sets itself lg o&:igainst the
knowledge of , and we
take captive evety thought to
make i{ obedient fo Christ.
And we will be ready to
punish every act of disobe-
dience, once your obedience
is complete.
You are looking only on
the surface of things, If any-
one is confident that he be-

longs to Christ, he should
consider again that we be-
long to Christ just as much

2. Do not force me. “'If you continue your present actions, I will be forced to take harsh measures
with you when I come in person!” Worldly motives. This group accused Paul of the things they
themselves were doing. Because Paul did not talk like a politician (2 Cor. 11:6), and because he was
meek and mild, they said he was no true apostle and did not have the Spirit.

3. It Is true. “While it is true that we live in the world, it is not at ail true that we fight against
idolaters and unbelievers from worldly motives!” Compare Jokn 17:15 and note.

4, The weapons. Paul likes to compare his service to Christ with a military campaign. Christ, his
ministry, and his cross all seem weak to the worldly man (I Cor. 1:18-25). But God chose “‘what the
world considers nonsense’ to put to shame the powerful men of this world (I Cor. 1:27). God’s
weapons. All along, Paul has been using God’s weapons (such as gentleness, kindness, love, etc.)
which will destroy strongholds! Paul’s opponents do not understand this! False arguments. What is
thig'evil power that Paul fights against??? Unbellef! Satan captured Eve by persuading her to disbelieve
what God said (I Tim. 2:14). False arguments cause excessive pride and make people deaf to the truth!

5, Every proud obstacle. This is human pride, human wisdom, things erected as a wall against God.
‘Thesé grow out of worldly motives! Compare I John 2:16, Every thought. Paul wants to do more than
win'arguments. He wants to take every thought captive through faith, and make it obey Christ! Christ-
on-the-cross, the evidence of God’s love, is the only weapon which can win man’s loyalty!!! Therefore,
Paiil;does not use the human methods the false teachers expect, but comes in the “weakness” which
Christ demonstrated.

"6, And after. “T do not want to come to Corinth until you have had time to prove your complete
loydlty to me as an apostle of Christ. When I do come, I will take harsh measures with any who are
still disloyal.”

7."On the outside. “Don’t let anyone’s claim to authority keep you from seeing that I am an apostle.
You have been looking at external things, and you are confused by this and don’t really know who does
belong to Christ!” Is there someone there? “If someone is claiming to be the servant of Christ, so am I,
just as much as he is| But my claims have more proofl” [It may be these false teachers formed a “Christ

again about himself, because we belong to Christ

‘ party” (I Cor. 1:12), and that their claim to fame was that they had seen Jesus in his life on eatth,]
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just as much as he does. ®For I am not ashamed, | as he. For even if I boast -8
even if I have boasted somewhat too much of the | Soeviat, fecly sbout the
authority that the Lord has given us—authority fgr bulllcllmg you up raitm
i i o1 | than pulling you down, .
to build you up, that is, not to tear you down. °T| G5 ol eq oF it 1do 9
do not want it to appear that I am trying to notf;lvalxlltto seemtohbetryilng,
: s 10 s to frighten you with my let-
‘f:rlght?n you with my letters. *Someone will say, | o "E Y say, “His let+ 10
Paul’s letters are severe and strong, but when | ters are weighty axllld force: -
s : : : : ful, but in person he is un-
he is w1t1_1 us in 1person he is weak, and his words impressive and. his speakifiy
are nothing!” *'Such a person must understand | amounts to nothing.” Such11
that there is no difference between what we write | people should realize that
N what we are in our letters
in our letters when we are away, and what we | when we are absent, we will-
will do when we are there with you. ';:e “‘re‘;‘;t“ctms when we
120f course we would not dare classify our- e do not dare to classify 12
selves or compare ourselves with those who rate | or compare ourselves with
. . some who commend them-
themselves so highly. How stupid they are! They | seives. When they.measure
make up their own standards to measure them- ;‘;ledmseclg’gpa‘r’g Hhemselyes.
selves by, and judge themselves by theit own | yith themselves, they are
standards! *As for us, however, our boasting | not wise. We, however, will 13
. e gt s s, s . not boast bei'ond proper
will not go beyond certain limits; it will stay with- limits, but will confine our
in the limits of the work which God has set for | boasting to the field God has
. includ . Kk 14And assigned to us, a field that
us, which inc udes our work among you. **And | reaches even to you. We are 14
since you are within those limits, we did not go gg; Joing oo ofﬁfi in our
beyond them when we came to you, bringing the | case if %v'e had not come to
you, for we did get as far as
you with the gospel of Christ.

8. For I am not ashamed. “I have made no threat that I cannot fulfilll When I come in persot; I
will make everything I said in that letter come true!” To build you up. No apostle would work to
destroy the church, as these have done! Paul’s mission is to build up, although he also has the abllity
todestroy (Aets 13:11).

- 9. To appear. Paul writes, not to frighten them, but to build them up! Compare Gal. 4:20. o
10. Someone will say. This is what his opponents were saying. Tradition makes Paul small, bald,
and with a big nose. He did not make a strong impression in person. The false teachers used this fact
to try to discredit him as an apostle. Because Paul did not speak with eloquence (I Cor. 2:1- 5 and
notes), they said he did not have the Holy Spirit.

11. Such a person. “If I come and find you still disloyal, you will discover that I am in person just as
strong as my letters!”’

12. Of course. Paul speaks in irony. It was confusing to the Corinthians that the false teachers and
Paul each used different standards to measure by. Paul now examines this fact. How stupid they
are! “They make up their own standards, and say ‘See! We are the true apostles!” But measure them
by the Lord’s standards!”

13. As for us. “We will not go beyond the limits which God has set.”” He has not seized authorlty over
the Corinthians, like a church-Boss! God himself appointed Paul apostle to the Gentiles.

14, And since you are within. Paul was working within God’s limits when he planted the chutch at
Corinth. In contrast, the false teachers had not been sent by God!
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Good News about Christ, *5So- we do not boast | Neither do we go beyond our 15
of the work that others have done beyond the | s by boesting of wotk
limits God set for us. Instead, we hope that your | that, as your faith continues
faith may grow, and that we may be able to do a | [0 grow, our axea of activity
. g you will greatly ex-
much greater work among you, always within the | pand, so that we can preach 16
lihits that God has set, *Then we can preach ;‘;g";ﬁf} in the regions per
the Good News in other countries beyond you, wat:ittg boast abouﬁ work al-
ready done in another man’s
?nd slia};llrnot h::wgl ;;Jdboast of work already done %erﬂtory‘; But,i”Leﬁ thn vého 17
‘1h another man’s . oasts, boast in the Lord.”
‘But as the scripture says, ‘‘Whoever wants to | For it is nof the man who 18
boast, must boast of what the Lord has done.” | approved, but the man
15Because a man is really approved when the | Whom the Lord commends.
Lord thinks well of him, not when he thinks well | Paul and the False Apostles
of himself. I hope you will put u
113. wit‘l;pa little ofmly foc()i{i3
’ i s but
Paul and the False Apostles df,iffge that, T am ‘}2:&5:%& 2
. ou with a godly jealousy. I
I wish you would tolerate me, even when Dromised y%u. 3 e Hus-
1 1 I am a bit foolish. Please do! ’I am jealous bm%ng% tges(égtnsg, 0 :.halt; I
s : : t ey) )
fot you just as God is; you are like a pure virgin | ™&"P you as & pure
whom I have promised in marriage to one man

15, So we do not boast. Paul’s work was to lay foundations. He did not intrude on the work of the

other apostles. See Rom. 15:20 and note. It may be that the false teachers accused Paul of intruding

on their work, when it was in fact they themselves who were the intruders! That we may be able. These

problems are forcing Paul to concentrate his efforts on them, and neglect other things that need to be

done. When their faith grows, he can leave them in the care of their ordinary teachers, and go on to
7 other fields of work.

16. Then we. (1) It was the special mission of the apostles to proclaim the Good News in areas where
+s1t had not yet gone; (2) They were not to neglect any country, but to proceed from country to country,

The false apostle had come directly from Judea to Corinth, and may have expected to make himself

rich by staying there. He boasted of work that Paul himself had already done! God’s work for Paul and
. ‘thg true apostles was to be pioneers! [But there is a need to water (I Cor, 3:6)!]

-17. But as. Paul paraphrases Jer. 9:23-24, Compare I Cor. 1:31. MacKnight understands this: “If,

‘then, any teacher boasteth, let him boast of his having performed his duty in the manner the Lord
" hath appointed.”

.18. Because. The real proof of being approved, is that the Lord thinks well of you. The false apostle

had failed the test by not following God’s instructions on the mission field!

1. Tolerate me. There is still a possibility that the false apostles may deceive the Corinthians with their
‘claims that seem reasonable by worldly standards. Two key words are foolish (fools) and boasting
(boasy). Since the false apostles said he was being foolish to boast about himself being an apostle,
Paul uses their own language.

2. Just as God is. Paul feels the same jealousy which God feels (Exod. 20:5) because in converting
them to Christ he had promised them in marriage to one man only, that is, to Christ. Compare
Rev. 19:7-9. Paul's godly jealousy stands in contrast to the human jealousy of the false apostles
(compare Gal. 4:17). Promised in marriage. See note on Matz. 1:18.
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only, who is Christ. *I am afraid that your minds
will be corrupted and that you will abandon your
full and pure devotion to Christ—in the same
way that Eve was deceived by the snake’s
clever lies. ‘For you gladly tolerate anyone who
comes to you and preaches a different Jesus, not
the one we preached; and you accept a spirit
and a gospel completely different from the Spirit
and the gospel you received from us!

*I do not think that I.am the least bit inferior
to those very special “apostles” of yours! ‘Per-
haps I am an amateur in speaking, but certainly
not in knowledge; we have made this clear to you
at all times and in all conditions.

"I did not charge you a thing when I preached
the Good News of God to you; I humbled myself
in order to make you important. Was that wrong
of me? *While I was working among you I was

virgin to him, But I am a- .3
fraid that just as Eve was de-"
ceived by the serpent’s cun--
ning, your minds may some- .

_how be led astray from your,

sincere and pure devotion to:*
Christ. For if someone .4
comes to you and preaches a*
Jesus other than the Jesus we; <
preached, or if you receive a-,
different spirit from the one ™
you received, or a different::*
gospel from the one you ac- «;
cepted, you put up with it °
easily enough. But I do not 5
think I am in the Ieast in- -,
ferior to those “super-’
apostles.”” I may not be a' 6
trained speaker, but I do:
have knowledge. We have
made this perfectly clear to -
you in every way.

Was it a sin for me to low- 7
er myself in order to elevate
you by preaching the gospel.
of God to you free of charge?

I robbed other churches by '8
receiving support from them

paid by other churches. I was robbing them, so

3. T am afraid. “I am afraid, that as the snake deceived Eve and led her into sin (Gen. ck 3), so jéur
minds will be corrupted by false arguments and you will abandon your full and pure devotion to Christ
and be guilty of spiritual immorality!” [Note Paul believes the account of Adam and Eve.] .

4. For you gladly tolerate. Compare this with verse 1. Human nature loves new things (Acts 17:21),
and this makes Paul afraid that they will adopt this new message which is phony (not genuine, byt a
distortion). [Sometimes, however, people are so rooted in tradition, that they reject PURE TRUTH
‘because it seems new to them (because they never heard it before).] e

5. The least bit inferior! Paul has proved himself by his loyaity to Christ-on-the-cross! He has the Holy
Spirit, but the false apostles do not! It is almost certain that the false apostles (and the circumcision
party???) preached a “Jesus without the cross.” As a true apostle, Paul is in no way inferior to such
as thesel!!! . .

6. An amateur in speaking. Paul was not a gifted orator, .as these men must have been. Yet he has
true knowledge, and is in no way inferior to anyone! He has made this clear by his teaching and, by
the gifts from the Spirit which he gave to them.

7. Charge you a thing. Paul would accept no pay from the Corinthians when he planted the church
there. The false apostles said this proved he was not an apostle. Paul says that he humbled hlmself
to make them important! Compare Acts 18:3; 1 Cor. 9:15 and notes.

8. I was paid by other churches. Paul has been accused over the very thing he did for their own goodl
He did not take money from them to avoid even a hint of suspicion that he acted from worldly motives!!!
But it was proper for an established congregation to support him (Phil. 4:15-17).
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to speak, to help you. *And during the time I
was with you I did not bother you for help when
I needed money; the brothers who came from
Macedonia brought me everything I needed. As
in the past, so in the future: I.will never be a
burden to you! °By Christ’s truth in me, I prom-
ise that this boast of mine will not be silenced
anywhere in all of Greece. '*Why do I say this?
Because I don’t love you? God knows I do!

2] will go on doing what I ain doing now, in
order to keep those other *“apostles” from having
any reason for boasting and saying that they
work in the same way that we do. *Those men
are not true apostles—they are false apostles,
who lie about their work and change themselves
to look like real apostles of Christ. *Well, no
wonder! Even Satan can change himself to look
like an angel of light! *5So it is no great thing if
his servants change themselyes to look like ser-
vants of right. In the end they will get exactly
what they deserve for the things they do.

5o as to setve you, And when
I was with you and needed
something, I was not a bur-
den to anyone, for the broth.
ers who came from Mace-
donia supplied what I
needed. I have kept myself
from being a burden to you
in any way, and will continue
to do so. As surely as the
truth of Christ is in me, no-
body in the regions of Achaia
will stop this boasting of
mine. Why? Because I do
not love you? God knows I
do! And I will keep on doing
what I am doing in order to
cut the ground from under
those who -want an oppor-
tunity to be considered equal
with us in the things they
boast about.

For such men are false
apostles, deceitful workmen,
masquerading as apostles of
Christ, And no wonder, for
Satan himself masquerades
as an angel of light, It is not
surprising, then, if his ser-
vants masquerade as ser-
vants of righteousness, Their
end will be what their act-
tions deserve,

9

[

4
5

—_

9. I did not bother you for help. Paul has already mentioned the generosity of the Macedonian
churches (2 Cor, 8:1-2). Paul must have been in desperate need during his initial work at Corinth, and
these brothers supplied his need.
10" By Christ’s trath in me, This is a strong affirmation of what he says!!! Conditions at Corinth make it
important that he does not allow them to give him money to live on!

1‘1 Why do I say this? When Paul refused to be paid by the Corinthian church, the false apostles
“saidl it proved he did not love them! But Paul does love them and affirms it by saying that God knows
I do! Since Paul was paid by other churches, what he did here at Corinth must have been to desttoy
the claims of the false teachers.

12, In order to. The false apostles were making themselves rich off the church] Since they will be
-compared to Paul, they feel they must discredit him. But if he allowed Corinth to pay him, he would
‘bé doing his opponents a favor!!!

13. They are false apostles, The Expositor’s Greek Testament says: ‘‘This speedy appearance of false
‘teachers was one of the most remarkable features of the Apostolic age; compare Gal. 2:4; Phil, 1:15;
"I John 4:1, crafty workets (compare Phil, 3:2), fashioning themselves into Apostles of Christ, i.e.,
laying special claim to that great title (compare 2 Cor. 10:7).” The heresies of today are really as old as
.the first century. See Introduction to the Letter From James.

14. Even Satan! A Jewish legend said that Satan once took the form of an angel of light and joined
other angels in singing praises to God; and that Eve in the garden saw him as he “bent over the wall.”
‘The point is that evil can counterfeit good.

15. If his servants. Paul says Satan’s servants are trying to deceive the church! Then the false apostles
are Satan’s servants!/! Compate I John 2:18-19 and notes.




182 2 CORINTHIANS

Ch. 11

Paul’s Sufferings as an Apostle

6] repeat: no one should think that I am a
fool. But if you do, at least accept me as a fool,
just so I will have a little to boast of. '’Of course
what I am saying now is not what the Lord
would have me say; in this matter of boasting I
am really talking like a fool. '*But since there
are so many who boast for merely human rea-
sons, I will do the same. You yourselves are
so wise, and so you gladly tolerate fools! 2°You
tolerate anyone who orders you around, or takes
advantage of you, or traps you, or looks down on
you, ot slaps you in the face. >'I am ashamed to
admit it: we were too timid to do that!

But if anyone dares to boast of something—I
am talking like a fool—I will be just as daring.
22Are they Hebrews? So am 1. Are they Israelites?
So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So
am I. 2*Are they Christ’s servant’s? I sound like a
madman—but I am a better servant than they
are! I have worked much harder, I have been
in prison more times, I have been whipped much
more, and I have been near death more often.

Paul Boasts About His
Sufferings

1 repeat: Let no one take 16
me for a fool. But if you do,
then receive me just as you
would a fool, so that I may
do a little boasting, In this 17
self-confident boasting I am
not talking as the Lord
would, but as a fool. Since 18
many are boastingin the way
the world does, 1 too will
boast. You gladly put up 19
with fools since you are so
wisel In fact, you even put 20
up with anyone who enslaves
you ot exploits you or takes
advantage of you or pushes
himself forward or slaps you
in the face. To my shame I 21
admit that we were too weak
for that!

What anyone else dares to

"boast about—I am speaking

as a fool—I also dare to
boast about. Are they He- 22
brews? So am I. Are they
Israelites? So am I. Are they
Abraham’s descendants? So
am I. Are they servants of 23
Christ? (I am out of my
mind to talk like this.) I am
more. I have worked much
harder, been in prison more
frequently, been flogged

16. I repeat. ‘‘Bear with me as I boast a little bit, and see if I have as much to boast about as those

false apostles!”’

17. Not what the Lord. Paul is not now disobeying the Lord!!! What he is doing is to argue from a
human point of view as the false apostles have done. In doing this, he is talking like a fool (which they

have accused him of being).

18. I will do the same. ‘‘I can boast about worldly things also!” See verse 30.

19. Areso wise, He speaks in irony, Compare I Cor, 4:10 and note.

20. You tolerate anyone. ‘‘You certainly have great patiencel You tolerate these false apostles when
they take your money to support themselves in luxury, and you tolerate themy when they give you a
hard time!” '

21. We were too timid! ‘“What a shame! I was too timid to treat you like that!”* Just as daring. He now
boasts on their own level. ] _
22. Hebrews? This means a Jew who preserved his national language and customs, a kind of super-
patriot. Compare note on Acts 9:1, Israelites? One of God’s own people. Compare Rom. 9:4; 11:1.
Abraham’s, The messianic promise came through Abraham. Paul is completely Jewish in every
sense of the word!

23, Chyrist’s servants? They called themselves both apostles of Christ and servants of Christ (verse 13).
Like a madman. This implies that while they think they are wise, all they really understand is the
babbling of madmen, and Paul must come down to their level to be understood. Paul now gives us an
amazing picture of his life and work as an apostle of Christ!!!
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2Five times I was given the thirty-nine lashes
by the Jews; **three times I was whipped by the
Romans, and once I was stoned; I have been in
three shipwrecks, and once I spent twenty-four
hours in the water. *In my many travels I have
been in danger from floods and from robbers, in
danger from fellow Jews and from Gentiles;
there have been dangers in the cities, dangers in
the wilds, dangers on the high seas, and dangers
from false friends. *’There has been work and
toil; often I have gone without sleep; I have been
hungry and thirsty; I have often been without
enough food, shelter, or clothing. **And, not to
mention other things, every day I am under the
pressure of my concern for all the chutches.
2%When someone is weak, then I feel weak too;
when someone is led into sin, I am filled with
distress.

2If I must boast, I will boast of things that

more severely, and been ex-
posed to death again and a-
ain, Five times I received 24
rom the Jews the forty
lashes minus one. Three 25
times I was = beaten
with rods, once I was
stoned, three times I was
shipwrecked, I spent a night
and a day in the open sea, I 26
have been constantly on the
move, I have been in danger
from rivers, in danger from
bandits, in danger from my
own coutittymen, in danger
from Gentiles; in danger in
the city, in danger in the
country, in danger at sea;
and in danger from false
brothers. I have labored and 27
toiled and have often gone
without sleep; I have known
hunger and thirst and have
often gone without food; I
have been cold and naked.
Besides everything else, I 28
face daily the pressure of my
concern for all the churches.
Who is weak, and I do not 29
feel weak? Who is led into
sin, and I do not inwardly
burn?
If I must boast, I will 30
boast of the things that show

24. The thirty-nine lashes. The Law allowed forty lashes (Deut. 25:1-3), but they always stopped one
short, to avoid breaking the law. Josephus says this sometimes caused death. The fact that Paul
received this five times, shows that during his ministry there was no final separation between church
and synagogue.

25. Whipped by the Romans. Compare Acts 16:22-23. Stoned. Acts 14:19. Three shipwrecks. A
fourth is described in Acts 27 (at a later date). Twenty-four hours. Holding on to some of the wreckage.
26. In my many travels. Paul was constantly risking his life in many ways! A few of these experiences
are mentioned in the New Testament, but we can only imagine what all Paul endured for the mission
he had received from Christ!!!

27. There has been. Here he mentions hardships. This is a general picture, and he doés not give
specific details.

28. My concern. As an apostle, Paul had a great concern for all the churches, not just Corinth.
Compare 2 Cor. 2:12-13; 7:5.

29. When someone. By this Paul shows how close he feels to each Christian!

30. That show, This explains what Paul says in verse 18. The weakness of which he has been accused
(2 Cor. 10:10) is the only proper subject for boasting! In weakness (as the world sees it), Paul is
imitating Christ, who died in weakness (2 Cor. 13:4).
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show how weak I am. *'The God and Father of
the Lord Jesus—blessed be his name forever|—
knows that I am not lying. **When I was in
Damascus, the governor under King Aretas
placed guards at the city gates to arrest me.
#But I was let down in a basket, through an
opening in the wall, and escaped from him.

Paul’s Visions and Revelations |

my weakness. The God and 31

Father of the Lord Jesus,
who is to be praised forever,
knows that I am not lying.
In Damascus the governor
under King Aretas had the
city -of the Damascenes
guarded in order to atrest
me. But I was lowered in a
basket from a window in the
wall and slipped through his
hands.

Paul’s Vision and His Thom
I have to boast, even though it doesn’t do 12 I must go on boasting,
12 ‘any good. But I will now talk about visions Although _there is

and révelations given me by the Lord. I know a

nothing to be gained, I will
go on to visions and revela-

32

certain Christian man who fourteen years ago | tons from the Lord. I know 3
was snatched up to the highest heaven (I do not | teen years ago was caught
know whether this acutally happened, or whether | p to the thid ﬂ}l’:ag':gy
he had a vision—only God knows). *I repeat, I | or out of the body I do not
know that this man was snatched to Paradise | know—God knows. And 1 3
(again, I do not know whether this actually | erin the body orapart from
happened, or whether it was a vision—only God | the body I do not ’c‘;‘l‘l’;’ﬁt";‘; 4

knows), ‘and there he heard things which cannot
be put into words, things that human lips may

to Paradise. He heard inex-
pressible things, things that
man is not permitted to tell.

31. The God and Father. Paul affirms the truth of all these things he has just said, and says God knows
he is speaking the truth!!! .

32-33. When I was in Damascus. See note on Acts 9:23. Paul adds this account as an afterthought.
It may be that the false teacher had widely circulated this account, hoping to embarrass Paul with it.
Here he sets the record straight! What to them was a laughable situation, is to Paul an example of
God’s mercy!!! Also, this account being circulated as fact (which it was) would help to increase the
credibility of the other things Paul tells about in this chapter.

1. I have to boast. Paul personally feels the whole thing of boasting is a waste of time! Yet he must
go on with it, because he must destroy false arguments and pull down proud obstacles. About visions
and revelations. The false apostles bragged about visions and ecstatic experiences. Paul: may have
had many such experiences (since as an apostle, he had a special measure of the Holy Spirit), but he
spends no time boasting about such things, and it is with regret he mentions this here.

2. Who fourteen years ago. It is a Jewish form to speak in the third person. Verse 7 identifies this
nian as Paul. The date must have been in 41 or 42 A.D. (by the corrected calendar). Jokhnson thinks
it may have been while Paul was at Antioch or Tarsus (Acts 9:29-30.) Snatched up. Compare Rev. 4:1-2;
Acts 10:11-17, Highest heaven. Jews called the atmosphere the first heaven; outer space the second
heaven; and the highest heaven was the place where God lives. I do not kmow. The TEV correctly
translates the idiom. Some see in this proof that Paul believed a disembodied spirit had awareness
"3. Irepeat. Paul uses the word Paradise this time, which is heaven before the Judgment. See notes on
Luke 16:19-31." See also Luke 23:43; Rev. 2:7.

4. And there he heard things. The false teachers may tell others about their visions and boast of how
God spoke to them, but Paul’s experience was too-sacred to reveall God does not allow Paul to tell
what he saw and heard!!! Compare Rev. 10:3-4 and notes.
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not speak. *So I will boast of this man—but I | Iwill boastabouta manlike 5
will not boast about myself, except the things | thaf, but I will not boast
pt about myself, except about
that show how weak I am. *If I wanted to boast, I | my weaknesses, Even if I 6
would not'be a fool, because I would be telling | should choose fo bl;’:cs:{ls}a
the truth, But I will not boast, because I do not | I would be speaking the
want anyone to have a higher opinion of me than | truth. But I refrain, so no
he has from what he has seen me do and heard :‘han is warranted by what I
me say., o or say.
. . To keep me from be- 7
’But to keep me from being puffed up with commgcmll)cexted because of
pride because of the many wonderful things I g‘;:g%:;‘fl:g::;“g‘gsggflzgfge
saw, 1 was given a painful physical ailment, | a thorn in my flesh, a mes-
- which acts as Satan’s messenger to beat me and fgggeTrh"g%‘mst‘l’ *‘;;‘;‘;;‘3 8
keep me from being proud. *Three times I prayed | with the Lord to takeit away
to the Lord about this, and asked him to take it | from me. But he said to me, 9
oIT Py . My grace is sufficient for
away. *His answer was, “My grace is all you | you, for my power is made
need; for my power is strongest when you are g:r;fegtwlfn“{gai;féﬁhhg:g;
weak,” I am most happy, then, to be proud of | gladly about my weaknesses,
my weaknesses, in order to feel the protection | 5o that Christ’s power may
of Christ’s power over me. '°I am content with | Christ's sake, I delight i in
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, g::é‘;ﬁ;fs'mmpegzgﬁb ey
and difficulties for Christ’s sake. For when I am | in difficulties. For when I
weak, then I am strong. am weak, then I am strong.

5. So I will boast. What God allowed Paul to see, gave him great courage! Yet because the false
teachers seem to think visions and revelations prove a person to be a true disciple of Christ, Paul speaks
about these things as though it were someone else who had expenenced them. He will only boast of hls
weakness!!!

6. I would be telling the truth. He can truthfully boast of many such things!!! But his appointment
as an apostle is not based on this! Also, such things can be easily faked and are impossible to test.
Therefore Paul wants people to evaluate him on the basis of what they see him do and say!!!

7. But to keep me. This shows that verse 2 speaks of Paul himself. Puffed up. One who is puffed up
by his visions and experiences, tends to de-emphasize God. In contrast to the boasting of the false
teachers, Paul says God gave him a painful physical ailment to keep him from being proud. What this
was, we have no way of knowing. Two thmgs most often suggested are: chronic eye disease; epilepsy.
[Chrysostom thinks it was not something in his body, but an opponent who followed him around and
tried to destroy his wotk. Ephraim Syrus identifies the painful physical ailment as Alexander the metal-
wotker (2 Tim. 4:14).]

8. Three times. Like Jesus (Mark 14:36), Paul prays to escape suffering. But he learns that God’s
refusal is his answer, and he submits to the will of his Lord!

9. His answer was. Paul did not receive What he wanted, but really something better!!! The fact that
Paul could do so much in spite of his weakness, showed it was the Lord’s power working through him!!!
Stuffering is no cursell!

10. I am content. He can be content, because it is all for Christ’s sakell! His weakness, etc., all work
out to a more successful ministryl!! Compare Phil. 4:13.
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Paul’s Concern for the Corinthians Pé:ul’s Concern for the
rinthians
11 g 4 ]
I'am acting like a fool—but you have made | ~[, . . . my- 11
me do it. You are the ones who ought to show | self, but you drgve me to
4 3 it I ought to have been
your_approval of me. For even if [ am nothmg., | O IR, 1 by you, for I am
am in no way inferior to those very special n}?t in the least Iinfenor to
6 2] 12 s the “‘super-apostles,” even
apostles” of yours. *The thmgg that prove that though Do othing, The 12
I am an apostle were done with all patience | things that mark andapostle

. . H —signs, wonders and mira-
-among: you; there were signs and wonders and | S8 oncer among you
miracles. *How were you treated any worse than | with great perseverance.

i H How were you inferior to the 13
the other churches, excep_t _that I did not pother other chusches, except that
you for help? Please forgive me for being so | Iwasnevera burdento you?
unfaijr! Fo;{glve ine this waong! 14
) HanhU . . ow [ am ready to visit

'4This is now the third time that I am ready to | you for the third tix}:ae, and 1
come to visit you—and I will not make any | ill not be a burden to you,

’ X because what I want is not
demands on you. It is you I want, not your | your possessions but you.
money. After all, children should not have to | After all, children should

. . not have to save up for their
pl.‘OVlde fOI' thell‘ parents, bllt pal’ents Should patents, butparentsfortheu
provide for their children. **I will be glad to | children. Sol will very glad. 15

. ly spend for you everything I

spend all I have, and myself as well, in order t0 | have and expend myself as

help you. Will you love me less because I love | well. If1love you more, will
: you love me less? Be that as 16

you so much? it may, 1 have not been a

18You will agree, then, that I was not a burden | burden to you. Yet, crafty

. . fellow that I am, I caught

to you. But, someone will say, I was tricky and

11. I am acting like a fool. *‘l know I am acting like a fool to come down to your level and boast about
such things, but you have forced me to do it! You should have taken my part against the false teachers,
because I am in no way inferior to those ‘super-apostles’ you seem to be so proud of!”

12. The things that prove. *‘During the time I spent at Corinth when I planted the church there, you
saw much evidence that I was an apostle!”” Compare I Thess. 1:5 and note.

13. How were you? In order to discredit Paul, the false teachers have said that the fact he would not
take their pay proved he did not really love them, and that he thought they were inferior to the other
churches! See notes on 2 Cor. 11:7-12. But the only sigr he omitted at Corinth was to take their money.
He says in irony, “‘Please forgive me for being so unfair!”

14, The third time, The first was Acts 18:1; the second was the painful visit mentioned in 2 Cor. 2:1.
He still refuses to take their money, but he did take money from other churches (2 Cor. 11:7-9 and
notes). As their spiritual father, he must provide for them!

15. I will be glad to. Paul’s whole life is a living sacrifice in imitation of Jesus Christ. Compare Mark
10:45. Will you! They have completely misunderstood his act of self-sacrifice. He intended this as a sign
of his great love, but they misinterpreted it and thought he did not love them, and even said he had
done them wrong (2 Cor. 11:7). Paul now hopes they will understand his love for them, and will respond
with great love for him!

16. You will agree, then. Paul asks them to take this as evidence of his love for them! But, someone will
say. The false teachers said he was tricky enough to drain the treasury in other ways.
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trapped you with lies, *"How? Did I take advan- | you by trickery! Did Iexploit 17

tage of you through any of the messengers I 5{°S‘;;?fy%‘;g?1‘1a3rygg§ the men
sent? '*I begged Titus to go, and I sent the other | go to you and 1 sent our
Christian brother with him, Would you say that gg‘t’te"f;lgiﬁy’oﬁ“g}gg:; g}g
Titus took advantage, of you? Do not he and I We not gct il}ll the same spitit
1 1 and follow the same course?

::;Cn szVn; }:c;w very same motives and behave in the “H?ve o beenh oy 19
all along that we have been
Perhaps you think that all along we have | defending ourselves to you?

R We have been speaking in
been trying to defend ourselves before you. No! | the sight of God as those in
We speak as Christ would have us speak, in the ( Christ; and everything we

N do, dear friends, 1s for your
presence of God, and evetything we do, dear strengthening. For I am a- 20
friends, is done to help you. *°I am afraid that [ freid that when Icome I may
t . not find you as I want you to
when I get there I will find you different from | be, and you may not find me
what I would like you to be and you will find me | s you want me to be. I fear
. . that there may be quarrel-
different from what you would like me to be. I | ing, jealousy, outbursts of
am afraid that I will find quarreling and jealousy, | anger, factions, = slander,
. . . gossip, arrogance and dis- .
hot tempers and selfishness, insults and gossip, | order. I am afraid that when 21
pride and disorder. *'I am afraid that the next | { come again my God will
A . iy . umble me before you, and I
time I come my God will humiliate me in your | will be grieved over many
presence, and I shall weep over many who sinned | Who have sinned eatlier and
5 ) Y ave not repented of the im-
in the past and have not repented of the immoral | purity, sexual sin and_de-
things they have done, their sexual sins and | bauchetyin which they have
lustful deeds indulged.

17, How? How could he have done anything like this??? None of the messengers Paul sent made slaves

of the Cotinthians as the false teachers had done (2 Cor, 11:20).

18. I begged Titus to go. Evidently the attack has all been against Paul, and the Corinthians continued
to trust Titus, and also the unnamed brother. Would you say? ““Certainly you would not accuse Titus of
taking advantage of you and draining the treasury!!! Do not he and I? Paul points to their good opinion

of Titus and reminds them that Titus was only carrying out Paul's orders. They both work together!

This, then, makes it impossible to believe that Paul was trying to trick them in some way.

19. Perhaps you think. Paul wants to make it plain that he says all this to help the church at Corinth,

and not just to clear his own name. He speaks as Christ’s servant.

20. I am afraid. “This is why I have defended myself. You must be helped! I am afraid that when I

come, I will still find you living in the old way of sin!”’

21. My God will humiliate me. Paul is thinking of that painful second visit (2 Cor. 2:1). And I shall

weep. It will bring him great sorrow to be forced to punish those who have failed to turn away from their

sins and reform!!! Immoral. Here it means any kind of unholy living. Sexual sins. These were standard

practice in the Gentile world. It includes everything outside the martiage relationship, such as adultery,

homosexuality, etc, See note on Matt, 19:9. Lustful deeds. Debauchery is the technical term. Compare

1 Pet. 4:2-4 and notes.
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Thi§ is now the third time that I am 13 This will be my third
visit to you. “Every

1 3 coming to visit you. ‘“Any accusation must
be upheld by the evidence of two or three wit-
nesses”’—as the scripture says. 2I want to tell you

who have sinned in the past, and all the others;

1 said it before, during my second visit to you,
but I will say it again now that 1 am away: the
next time I come nobody will escape punishment.
*You will have all the proof you want that Christ
speaks through me: When he deals with you he is
not weak; instead he shows his power among you.
“‘For even though it was in weakness that he was
put to death on the cross, it'is by God’s power
that he lives. In union with him we also are
weak; but in our relations with you, we shall
live with him by God’s power.

SPut yourselves to the test and judge your-
selves, to find out whether you are living in faith.

maiter must be established
by the testimony of -two or
three witnesses.”: I already
gave you a warning when I
was with you the second
time. 1 now repeat it while
absent: On my return I will
not spare those who sinned
earlier or any of the others,
since you are demanding

‘proof that Christ is speaking

through me. He is not weak
in dealing with you, but is
powerful among you. For to
be sure, he was crucified in
weakness, yet he lives by
God’s power. Likewise, we
are weak in him, yet by
God’s power we will live with
him to serve you.

Examine yourselves to see
whether you are in the faith;
test yourselves. Do you not
realize that Christ Jesus is in
you—unless, of course, you

Surely you know that Christ Jesus is in you?—

1. This Is new. See note on 2 Cor. 12:14. Two or three witmesses. Deuz. 19:15, This is best understood
in view of the fact that he mentions this is the third time he comes. Each visit is a witness. If they stiil
have not repented when he comes the third time, he must take harsh measures!!! [Johnson thinks he
will hold a church-trial, if necessary, and allow two or three witnesses to establish the truth.]

2. T want to tell you. Because Paul had not taken harsh measures against those who sinned in the past,
they may think he will not do it now. I sald it before. ‘I told you that if I had to come again, I would
punish the guilty (compare 2 Cor. 1:23 and note). Nobody will escape. Paul is a true apostle and has
authority to do what he says! Two examples of miraculous punishment are found in Acts 5:1-3; 13:9-11.

3. All the proof. The false teachers said Paul had no power from the Spirit! They want some sign as
proof. When he deals with you. Paul does not boast about himself, but says the Lord working through
him is not weak!l! As the Lord showed his power through the gifts from the Spirit, he would also show
his power in the punishments of those who refused to turn from sin!!!

4. For even though. The world sees the cross as evidence of weakness. From a human point of view,
the whole idea of a crucified Savior is “‘offensive to the Jews and nonsense to the Gentiles” (1 Cor. 1:23).
It is by God’s power. The resurrection of Christ shows God’s power. See I Cor. 6:14; Rom. 1:4. In
union with him. See 2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12. Paul followed the Lord by sharing his weakness
in baptism, but the result is that he also shares His Power! See I Pet. 3:21 and note.

5. Put yourselves to the test. “You have tested me! Now put yourselves to the test! Measure yourself
by the Good News, and see if you are really following what Christ taught! Does He approve of the sin
in your lives???”” That Christ Jesus Is in you. Christ lives in the “people of God” through the Holy Spirit
(Eph. 2:22; Rom. 8:9-11; compare Col. 2:7; Gal. 2:20). Unless. The test Paul mentions here is the true
test of living in faith, which is: accepting Christ’s weakness (verse ) and being willing to suffer with
Him!!! The Corinthians stressed knowledge, Paul stresses action! .
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unless you have completely failed, €I trust you | fail the;clesg? Andltzﬁst that 6
s s 7 you will discover that we
will know that we are not failures. We pray to | Jo0 M eiled the test. New 7

God that you will do no wrong—not in order to | we pray to God that you will
show that we ate a success, but that you may do | not do anything wrong. Not .
. that people will see that we
what is right, even though we may seem to be | have sg»gd tl}xle test b|l11t that
% 8 : % you will do what is right even
failures. *For we c::mnot do a thing against the Though we may seem to haye
truth, but only for it. *We are glad when we are faileg. For we cannot ?10 8
anything against the truth,
weak but you are strong. And lso we qlso pray | [ s B the truth, We 9
that you will become perfect. '°That is why I | are kg'ljad whenever we are
1 i 1 o 3t 1 weak but you are strong; an
write this w!nle 1 am away from you; it is so that | ¥ prayer s for youf per-
when I arrive I will not have to deal harshly ff]ctionl.l This ils1 wh{l wri!t)e 10
1 5 £ H these things when I am ab-
with you in using the aqthonty that the Lord sont. that when T come I may
gave me—authority to build you up, not to tear [ not haye to be harsh in my
ou down use of authority—the au-
¥y 1 ° . thority the Lord gave me for
And now, brothers, good-bye! Strive for | building you up, not for
perfection; listen to my appeals; agree with one | tearingyou down.
another, and live in peace. And the God of love | Final Greetings
and peace will be with you. Finally, brothers, good- 11
by. Aim for perfection, listen
to my appeal, be of one
mind, live in peace. And the
God of love and peace will
be with you.

6. 1 trust. “When you put yourself to the test of faith, you will discover that what we have been telling
you is true! The weakness you despise is really proof that Christ is in us!”’ [Reprobate means one who
has failed the test.]

7. We pray to God. “It is important that you do no wrong, and that you may do what is right. If your
obedience leaves me without an opportunity to show the Lord’s power through me, I will be happy!”

8. But only for it. To act against the truth would be to act from worldly motives and selfish goals.
“We apostles do not use our supernormal power to oppose the truth, but always to support it!!!”” The
Expositor's Greek Testament says: “It is a general principle, which Christian theology has not always
sufficiently remembered, that to fight against truth, whether ethical or historical or scientific, is to
fight against Him who is the Truth, and so is to court defeat. We can do nothing, even if we would,
against the truth.” Compare Gamaliel’s statement in Acts 5:33-39. Imagine how Paul must have felt at
his conversion.

9. We are glad. “Even though we will not need to demonstrate supernormal powers and show that we
are strong, we will gladly appear weak to you. The important thing is that you be strong!!!” That you
will become perfect. MacKnight says the literal meaning of perfect here is: "‘to set a dislocated joint.”
Paul’s thought is: “You have dislocated yourselves through sin. Turn from sin and turn to God and
put yourself back in place! You must do this!{!”

10. That is why, This is the reason for Paul’s strongly worded letter, and for what he writes in this
Second Letter. It would be no pleasure to him to punish them, and in effect show off his authority as a
true apostle! The whole purpose behind the Lord’s gift of authority to him is to build up! Authority =
obligation; and that obligation is to build up, not tear down!!! .

11. Goed-bye! This is his benediction and conclusion. Strive for perfection. Perfection is the same word
used in verse 9, Listen. “Do what I asked you to do.”” Agree. “‘Live in peace and avoid division!”
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2Greet one another with a brotherly kiss.

All God’s people send you their greetings.

1"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

Greet one another with a 12
holy kiss. All the saints send
their greetings.

May the grace of the Lord 13
Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with all of
you.

12. A brotherly kiss. See note on Rom. 16:16; I Cor. 16:20. This was a standard form of greeting. All
God’s people, The Christians in Macedonia (2 Cor. 7:5-7). [Saint: see note on I Cor. 6:11.]
13. The grace. This is Paul’s most complete benediction. Grace is the undeserved salvation which
comes through Christ-on-the-cross. Love is what God showed in acting through Christ while we were
still enemies. Fellowship is the joint sharing of the church in the Holy Spirit ( Cor. 12:13).



