
I N T R O D U C T I O N  TO 
T H E  F I R S T  L E T T E R  O F  

* j b  

The history of John, the son of Zebedee, is given in the introducti 
the Gospel of John. No one knows for sure when this Letter was written, 
but it is likely that John wrote his Gospel, 1, 2, 3 John, and Revelatioh; 
all in the last decade of the first century. 

The apostles both believed and taught that Christ was both God and 
man, both divine and human! Two lines of false thinking grew out of 
distorting this fact. Some of the false teachers, fhding that Messiah was 
called in the Jewish Scriptures (Old Testament), God, and the Son of God, 
decided it was impbssible that he could become a human being with a body 
like ours. They declared the divinity of Christ, but denied he camd in 
human form. Therefore, they said, Christ only seemed to have a body, 
only seemed to suffer and die, and that he really did none of the things 
mentioned in the Gospels. MacKnight says: “By pretending that Christ 
suffered death only in appearance, the Docetae endeavored to avoid the 
ignominy of the crucifixion of their Master, and to free themselves fkom 
that obligation to suffer for their religion, which was laid on them both by 
Christ’s precept and example.” John makes it plain that those who deny 
the reality of Christ’s humanity are motivated by the spirit of the Enemy of 
Christ (Antichrist)! See 1 John 42-3. 

Others of the false teachers believed all that was said about Jesus in 
the Gospels, but denied his divinity. They could not believe the Son of 
God could experience the things which happened ‘to Jesus. Therefore they 
denied the virgin birth and said Jesus was completely human. They said 
that after his baptism, the Christ descended on him in the form of a dove 
and stayed with him during the work of his public ministry. Then, they 
said, the Christ left him, and Jesus suffered, died, was raised from death. 
But, they said, the Christ was not involved in this, since He is Spirit. John 
deals with the divinity of Christ (1 John 2:22) who is Jesus, and that Christ 
came through the blood of his death as well as the water of his baptism 
(1 John 5:6; 2 John 7). 
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These Letters of John, then, deal with the pre-existence of Jesus, the 
incarnation (becoming human), the real existence in human form, the 
actual death of Jesus the Christ in which his blood was poured out. Also, 
John deals with the theme of LOVE. Paul has shown us that the entire 
Christian life is meaningless without the reality of love! (See 1 Cor. ch 13.) 
John goes deep into the nature of love and shows that to the degree that 
we love, we are like God who is love! This is in direct contrast to the false 
teachers, who taught and practiced a loveless intellectualism (1 John 2:7-9; 

John deals with three distortions of truth; (1) “If we can never be 
completely free from the act of sin in this life, why try to be holy?” (2) “Can 
one who is already a Christian be forgiven if he sins?” Some were saying 
that the bnly forgiveness was in the act of new birth (John 3:5), there- 
fore they delayed their act of new birth until they had reached the point 
of death. (3) “If we can be forgiven every sin through Christ-on-the-cross, 
why not go ahead and sin, since forgiveness comes so easy?” These, then, 
are all topics which John deals with in this Letter. 

i ’ 
I 
I 3:10-18. 
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The Word of Life 
We write to you about the Word of life, which 1 has existed from the very beginning: we 

have heard it, and we have seen it with our eyes; 
yes, we have seen it, and our hands have touched 
it. 2When this life became visible, we saw it; so 
we speak of it and tell you about the eternal 
life which was with the Father and was made 
known to us. 3What we have seen and heard we 
tell to you also, so that you will join with us in 
the fellowship that we have with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We write this in order 
that our joy may be complete. 

God Is Light 
5 N ~ w  this is the message that we have heard 

from his Son and announce to you: God is light 

The Word of Life 
That which was from the 1 beginning, which we 

heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have 
looked at and our hands’ ’’ 
have touched-this we pro. . 
claim concerning the Word 
of life. The life appeared; we 2 
have seen it and testify to it, 
and we proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with 
the Father and has appeared’‘ 
to us. We proclaim to your 3 
what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may ’ 
have fellowship with us. And 
our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ. We write this 4 
to make our joy complete. 

Walklng in the Light 
This is the message we 5 

have heard from him and 
declare to you: God is light: 
in him there is no darkness 

1. We mite to you. Compare John 20:30-32. The Word of Me. Jesus the Christ, who is the Eternal 
Logos. From the very beghhg. Since the Logos is Eternal and existed before time began (John 2:1), 
we say with MacKnight that John has in mind the Word becoming a human being Vohn 1:14). John 
speaks as an eyewitness! John declares they have heard it, seen it, touched it! John and the other 
apostles saw Jesus baptized, saw the Spirit come down on him, his preaching, his miracles, his trans- 
figuration, his agony in the garden, his suffering, and all the other things which demonstrated tlle 
reality of his life in human form. 
2. Became visible. The Eternal Logos was not visible until he became a human being. We snw it. The 

apostles were eyewitnesses who were given a special mission. Compare Acts 2:22-22. So we speak.“rhe 
mission of the apostles was to give proof of this Word of life. Compare Acts 20:39-42. 
3. What we. Compare Matt. 13:26. John repeats himself to guarantee to us the reality of the Eternal 

Logos becoming a human being11 I Fellomhip. Some belonged to secret fellowships and claimed special 
knowledge. John points out that he and the others have fellowship with the Father and the Son (see 
verse 7 also), and that those who believe what he is saying may also become part of this fellowship. 
4. In order. “These things, about our fellowship with the Father and the Son, we write to you who have 

joined with us in this fellowship, that you will make our joy complete by living in the truth of the 
Word of lifel” 
5. Now this is the mesaage. “I want to show you the advantage of joining with us in this fellowship.” 

From bb Son. The Christ is the source of this message. Compare Heb. 2:2-2 and notes. God is light. 
The ancients thought of light as the purest and most perfect of all material substance. The message 
that God is light says that He is pure and holyll! Compare 2 Tim. 6:26. John declares three things about 
God in his writings: God is light; God is Spirit Vohn 4:24); God is love (1 John 4.4’). [The mystery 
religions called their “secret knowledge” light.] 
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and there is no darkness at all in him. 61f, then, 
we say that we have fellowship with him, yet at 
the same time live in the darkness, we are lying 
both in our words and in our actions. ‘But if we 
live in the light-just as he is in the light-then 
we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus, his Son, makes us clean from 
every sin. 

81f we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and there is no truth in us. g B ~ t  if we 
confess our sins to God, he will keep his promise 
andcdo what is right: he will forgive us our sins 
and make us clean from all our wrongdoing. 
’OIf we say that we have not sinned, we make a 
liar out of God, and his word is not in us. 

1 - 1  

at 811. If we claim to havefel- 6 
lowship with him yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do 
not put the truth into 
practice. But if we walk in 7 
the light, as he is in thelight, 
we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us 
from every sin, 

If we claim to be without 8 
sin, we deceive ourselves and 
the truth i s  not in us. If we 9 
confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness. If 10 
we claim we have not sinned, 
we make him out to be aliar, 
and his word has no place in 
our lives. 

6. If, then. Here is a test of fellowship. Since light symbolizes purity and holiness, darkness symbolizes 
sin, evil, error, etc, We are lying. “If we claim fellowship with God and Christ, yet live lives dark 
with sin, we show ourselves to be liarsl” 

7. But If we. This is the other side of the test of fellowship. “If our lives are filled with the light of 
purity and holiness, this shows the truthfulness of our claims to fellowship with the Father and the 
Son.” Fellowship with one another. John is not speaking about the fellowship of Christians with each 
other, but with the Father and his Son. The blood of Jesus. The blood symbolizes God’s act in Christ 
to set men free. Compare Rev. 7:14; 12:ll; Heb. 9:12-14. Makea ns clean. John uses the present 
continuous verb form to emphasize that living in the light keeps us in the fellowship where the blood 
of Jesus continuously makes us clean from sin. But if we walk in darkness, we lose this fellowship1 
The blood of Christ’s death declares the reality of the incarnation, which in turn makes possible the 
fellowship with the Father and the Son and the continuous forgiveness available to those who remain 
in this fellowship. 

8. .That we have no sin. Some were making the claim that they had no sins at all because they had 
reabhed perfection in this life1 What they actually were doing was to say that the gospel allowed 
them to do everything without it being counted as sin. We deceive oarselvw. “If you say that you have 
Progressed on beyond being put right with God and no longer have any need of the forgiveness which 
the blood of Jesus offers, you are far away from the truth and are deceiving yourselfl” Compare Rom. 
7:14.25 and notes. 
9. But If we. The forgiveness which the blood of Jesus offers to Christians, requires a human response 

to reach out to seize it! Confess. God will forgive the Christian every sin which is confessed to Him. 
Confession is the first step toward repentance and forgiveness. See notes on Acts 8:20.24. 
10. If we say. If we refuse to confess our sin to God, we are by our refusal saying that we have not 
sinned. Since God says we have sinned (Rom. 3:23; James 1:13.15), we call Him a liar when we deny it, 
as some were doing. As a result, his word is not in us, when we deny that we have sinned. Note: these 
wotds of John are not written to outsiders, but to members of the messianic community1 Since John 
writes at the close of the first century, he is writing to many second and third generation Christians, 
John is emphasizing the Christian’s constant need for the saving power of Christ1 I I It is the Christian 
who cannot claim he has not sinned1 It is the Christian who must find forgiveness by confessing his sins 
to Godl Acts 2:38 is to outsiders: 1 John 1:9 is to Christians1 
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Christ Our Helpet 
I write you this, my children, so that you 2 will not sin; but if anyone does sin, we have 

Jesus Christ, the righteous, who pleads for us 
with the Father. 2And Christ himself is the 
means by which oursins are forgiven, and not 
our sins only, but also the sins of all men. 

31f we obey God’s commands, then we are sure 
that we know him. 41f someone says, “I do know 
him,” but does not obey his commands, such 
a person is a liar and there is no truth in him. 
SBut whoever obeys his word is the one whose love 
for God has really been made perfect. This is 
how we can be sure that we live in God: 6who- 
ever says that he lives in God should live just 
as Jesus Christ did. 

My dear children, Iwrite ‘ 2 this to you so that you 
will not sin. But if anybody 
does sin, we have one who 
speaks to the Father in ouC 
defense--Jesus Christ, the 
Righteousness One. He is 2 
the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours-, 
but also for the sins of ther 
whole world. 
We can be sure we know 3 

him if we obey his corn-*. 
mands. The man who says, ’4 
“I know him,” but does not 
do what he commands is a. 
liar, and the truth is not in? 
him. But if anyone obeys hik *’ 5 
word, God’s love is truly 
made complete in him. This 
is how we know we ace in 
him: Whoever claims to live 6 
in him must‘walk as Jesus 
did. 

1. I write you t b .  “I write to you that God will keep his promise and do what is right by forgiving 
your sins. But you must not take this as permission to sin, because you must not sin! Instead, you must 
try to be holyl” It is a paradox that the Christian lives in confident desperation! John speaks of two 
kinds of sin (1 John 5:16-17). Even though a Christian is set free from sin and put right with God 
through the imputed righteousness of Christ (Rom. 8:1-4), still he must continually be at war with his 
(her) human nature (2Pet. 1:lO; 3:17). See the Introduction to this Letter. My Chlldra~. John writes 
with the love of a father to his children. But if lnyons doa ah. In the first chapter John shows that no 
Christian is completely without‘sin. Our sin is rebellion against Godl But if we do sin, betrayed by opr 
weak human nature, there is a way for Christians to be forgiven! Who plerdr for IU. Christ is &r 
Helper, the Holy Spirit is another Helped Both plead with God for us mom. 8:26), but only Jesus 
brings God and men together as a mediator (1 Tim. 2 : 3 .  

forgiven (see note on Heb. 9:s).  “Our Helper does not plead that we are innocent, but pleads the M E ~  
of his crucified body as the means of our forgiveness1 Knowing this teaches us that sin andfiqivenc?,vs 
are not make believe!!! The sins of all men. “So great is the merit of Christ-on-the-ems, that 
thirsty may accept the water of life as a gift (Rev. 22:17). 
3. If we obey. Some said as soon as you knew there was a True God, you had eternal life, 

of how you lived. John is saying that the only way to identza one who does know Gal, is by THEIR o p t -  
ING God’s commands. Compare James2:19 and note. 
4. If someone says. Talk is cheap1 Actions really show what a person does in fact believe! The one 

who claims to know God, but does not obey God’s commands, proves both that he is a liar and that he 
does not know the truth of God. 

5. But whoever obeys. “To obey is to develop this love by which we come to know Him and be like 
Him.” Obedience is both the result and the proof of love. ”ME b how. “Obedience is how we can know 
we live in fellowship with Godl” 
6. Should Uvejrurt as Jeam CMst did. This is what obedience means. Compare John 15.4 and note, 

also note on the third use of law at the end ofRom. 3:31. 

2. Is the means. This is a form of the same Greek word used to describe the place where sins 

, 
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The New Command 
‘My dear friends, this command I write you is 

not new; it is the old command, the one you have 
had from the very beginning. The old command 
is the message you have already heard. 8However, 
the command I write you is new, and its truth is 
seen in Christ and also in you. For the darkness 
is passing away, and the real light is already 
,shining. 

gWhoever says that he is in the light, yet hates 
his brother, is in the darkness to this very hour. 
lowhoever loves his brother stays in the light, 
and so there is nothing in him that will cause 
someone else to sin. “But whoever hates his 
brother is in the darkness; he walks in it and 
does not know where he is going, because the 

Dear friends, I am not 7 
writing you a new command 
but an old one, which YOU 

$;:. \.is $rczmkp; 
the message YOU have heard, 

~ ~ ~ ; ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ i :  s; 
in him and YOU, because the 

$$gt i”, ssh;dn$ 
Anyone who claims to be 9 

ness. Whoever IOVW his IO 
~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ h i ~ h e ~ i ~ ~ ~  
to make him stumtle. But 11 

~ h $ V , e r d ~ ; ~ e $ ~ ; t ~ l ~  
around in the darkness; he 

d;;g;~ec~&;$&he& 
Easblindedhim. 

in the light but hates his 
brother is still in the dark- 

darkness has made him blind; 
‘’1 write to you, my children, because your 

sins are forgiven for the sake of Christ’s name. 

- 

7. This command. “When I tell you that by obeying the word of Christ, the love for God is made 
perfect in you, I am writing you an old command. Moses spoke it (Deut. f8:15), and God spoke it at 
Christ’s baptism (Mutt. 3:f 7) and transfiguration (Mutt. 17;s. We have told you about this from the 
beginning.” pohnson connects this withJohn 1334-35.1 
8. However. “This command I write to you to live just as Jesus Christ did, is new. Its truth is seen in 

Christ as he laid down his life for men (mankind), and its truth is also seen in you as you live just as he 
’did:” For the darkness of paganism and Judaism is passing away, and the red Ught of Christ’s teaching 
and example is already shiniag and teaches you to lay down your lives for your brothers (includes 
sisters] as He did. 
9,,Yet hates his brother. “He says this and thinks he is in the light, but he has never seen the light1 

It has never shone on him, and he still stands in darknessl” [This does not contradict Luke 14;25. 
CompareJohn f2:25.] 
10. Whoever loves hls brother. “This one not only sees the light, but stays in itlll” And BO then II 
nothing in hlm.MucKnight says: “Schismatics and heretics, on pretence of having attained to a greater 
knowledge of the truth, and a greater purity of conduct than others, think themselves authorized to 

I hate and persecute those who differ from them in opinion and practice.” John is saying that one who 
loves his brother will not act that way1 pohnson takes this as the NIV has translated it. The meaning 
does not change.] 
11. But whoever. “The one who hates his brother is blind, and does not know he is blind. The darkness 
of sin and error prevents him from being able to see what is right, and it kills the good impulses which 
he might have. There is no neutral ground between love and hate. Love is actively doing good to others. 
Anything less than this is hutc, just as indifference to the Good News is effective rejection of it (Mutt. 

12. Because your sins are forgiven. “You are not unbelievers and I do not mean to doubt the sincerity 
of your faith. It is because I know your sins are forgiven by the merit of Christ’s name (see note on 
Acts 2:38), that I write to you.” 

22:s- 7) * ”  

I write to you, dear chil- 12 
dren, because your sins 
have been forgiven 
account of his name. 
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131 write to you, fathers, because you know him 
who has existed from the beginning. I write to 
you, young men, because you have defeated the 
Evil One. 

1 4 1  write to you, children, because you know 
the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you 
know him who has existed from the beginning. I 
write to you, young men, because you are strong; 
the word of God lives in you and you have de- 
feated the Evil One. 

15D0 not love the world or anything that be- 
longs to the world; If you love the world, you do 
not have the love for the Father in you. I6Every- 
thing that belongs to the world-what the sinful 
self desires, what people see and want, and every- 
thing in this world that people are so proud of- 
none of this comes from the Father; it all comes 

.- 

I write to you, fathers, be- 13 
cause you have known 
him who is from the be- 
ginning. 

I write to you, young men, 
because you have over- 
come the evil one. 

I write to you, dear chil- 14 
dren, because you have 
known the Father. 

I write to you, fathers, be- 
cause you have known 
him who is from the be- 
ginning. 

I write to you, young men, 
because you are strong, 
and the word of God 
lives in you, and you 
have overcome the evil 
one. 

Do Not Love the World 
Do not love the world or 15 

anything in the world. If any- 
one loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. 
For everything in the world 16 
-the cravings of sinful man, 
the lust of his eyes and his 
pride in possessions-comes 
not from theFatherbutfrom 

13. Fathers. “I write to you mature Christians (both men and women) because you do know the 
Eternal Jesus the Christ.” Young men. “I write to you less-mature Christians (both men and women), 
because you have already defeated the Evil One and resisted apostasy from the faith.” 
14. Children. [The chapter and verse divisions date from the 16th century.] “I write to you new 
Christians (both men and women), because you know the Father and can say, ‘Father, my Father’ 
(Rom. 8:15).” I write to you. In the Hebrew idiom, John repeats what he has just said to emphasize it! 
15. Do not love the world. Compare James 4:4 and note. John d k s  not mean our material universe, 
because this world is God’s creation and is good (Gen. 1:31; 1 Tim. 4.4). Neither is it wicked people 
themselves, since God laves the world Voohn 3:16) of people whom he has created. John speaks of the 
world or cosmos of darkness!!! Human society is organized against God, and therefore against the 
Christian. Christians must be careful about their loyalties, and not allow themselves to oppose God! 
Compare Rev. 13:14-18; 18:4 and notes. Everything belongs to the Christian and is his to use 
(1 Cor. 3:21-23), but the whole world becomes an idol for the one who does not ACTIVELY LOVE Godl 
16. Everything. John describes the world of verse 15 to show what he means. What the sinful self 
desires. A passionate desire for forbidden things. Augustine thought it meant immoral desires. John 
does not mean our physical bodies or our natural desires. He means we sin when Satan tempts us to 
use these natural desires in evil ways. Compare James 1:14-15; Gal. 5:16-18 and notes. What people 
we and want. Greed for luxury, houses, clothes, etc. The list is long1 That people are BO proud of. 
Boasting about titles, rank, power, wealth, etc. See how Christ described it in Luke 18:9-12; 
Matt. 23:5-7. These three factors can also be seen in the temptation of Jesus. See Matt. 41-11 
and notes. 
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from the world. “The world and everything in it 
that men desire is passing away; but he who 
does what God wants lives forever. 
The Enemy of Christ 

18My children, the end is near! You were told 
that the Enemy of Christ would come; and now 
many enemies of Christ have already appeared, 
and so we know that the end is near. 19These 
people really did not belong to our group, and 
that is why they left us; if they had belonged to 
our group, they would have stayed with us. But 
they left so that it might be clear that none of 
them really belonged to our group. 

20But you have had the Holy Spirit poured 
out on you by Christ, and so all of you know the 
truth. 211 write you, then, not because you do 
not know the truth; instead, it is because you 
do know it, and also know that no lie ever comes 
from the truth. 

47 1 

the world, The world and its 17 
desires pass away, but the 
man who does the will of God 
lives forever. 

Warning Agalnst 
AntlChristE 

last hour; and as you have 
heard that the antichrist is 
coming, even now many anti- 
christs have come. This is 
how we know it is the last 
hour. They went out from us, 19 
but they did not reallybelong 
to us. For if they had be- 
longed to us, theywould have 
remained with us; but their 
going showed that none of 
them belonged to us. 

But you have an anointing 20 
from the Holy One, and all 
of you know the truth. I do 21 
not write to you because you 
do not know the truth, but 
because you do know it and 
because no lie comes from 

Dear children, this is the 18 

17. Is passlng away. This is the cycle of Babylon that we see in Rev. ch 18. See notes there. Those who 
make the things of this world their “god” are doomed to failure1 Wealth, power, fame, honor, and 
such things, are all passing away continuously. People hoard money, and inflation steals its value. 
SeeLuke 16:l-9 and notes. Bnt he who doea. “You find eternal life by making yourself a living sacri- 
fice to Godl” SeeRom. 121-2 and notes. 
18. The end is near! We find this sort of statement made again and again in the New Testament. We 
live in the Zast days (Acts 2:17 and note), but these have been continuing for almost two thousand years 
now. What John and the others are saying, is that we live in a “last-hour situation, ” where it is possible 
that Jesus might come at any moment1 The Enemy of Christ. The NIV uses the word antichrist, but 
this word has been distorted by popular usage. Note that John says many have already appeared at the 
time he writes thislll Compare what Paul said in 2 Thess. 2:5-12 and notes. The end is near. John was 
inspired, and it is unlikely he would expect the Lord to come in his lifetime. What John must have in 
mind is the cycle ofArmageddon (Rev. 11:4-14 and notes). 
19. These people. Note that each of these is an enemy ofChrist (antichrist). It may be that these people 
were never really genuine Christians, or it may be that they once actually held the faith they now 
renounce (compare Heb. 6:4-6; 1 John 5:16-17). It is plain that they did not LOVE Jesus, and that 
they left Christ of their own free will. Compare 1 Tim. 1:19-20; 4-14:  2 Tim. 3:l-9; 2 Pet. 2:l-3; Jude; 
Rev. 2:6,14, 15,20. So that it might be clear. See Paul’s statement in 1 Cor. 11:19. 
20. But you have had. All genuine Christians are Spirit-filled (but not all have miraculous powers). 
See2 Cor. 1:21.22; Acts 532; Rom. 8:26 and notes. Some of those to whom John writes would have 
the miraculous gift of being able to identify what was true from what was false (1 Cor. 12:lO). We have 
God’s Word in written form to measure and identify truth. See also note on Heb. 10:29. 
21. I write to you, then. “I am writing this to you, not because you are ignorant of the life of the Logos 
in human form, but because you do know it1 You also know that none of the lies being taught by the 
false teachers about Christ, form any part of the TRUTHOf the Good News.” 
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22Who, then, is the liar? It is he who says that 
Jesus is not the Christ. This one is the Enemy of 
Christ-he rejects both the Father and the Son. 
2sFor whoever rejects the Son also rejects the 
Father; whoever accepts the Son has the Father 
also. 

24Be sure, then, to keep in your hearts the 
message you heard from the beginning. If you 
keep what you heard from the beginning, then 
you will always live in union with the Son and the 
Father. 25And this is what Christ himself prom- 
ised to give us-eternal life. 

261 write you this about those who are trying 
to deceive you. 2 7 B ~ t  as for you, Christ has 
poured out his Spirit on you. As long as his Spirit 
remains in you, you do not need anyone to teach 
you. For his Spirit teaches you about everything, 
and what he teaches is true, not false. Obey the 
Spirit’s teaching, then, and remain in Christ. 

the truth. Who is the liar? It 22 
is the man who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ. Such a 
man is the antichrist-he 
denies the Father and the 
Son. No one who denies the 23 
Son has the Father; whoever 
acknowledges the Son has 
the Father also. 

heard from the beginningre- 
mains in you. If it does, you 
also will remain in the Son 
and in the Father. And this 25 
is what he promised us- 
even eternal life. 

I am writing these things 26 
to you about those who are 
trying to lead you astray. As 27 
for you, the anointing you 
received from him remains 
in you, and you do not need 
anyone to teach you. But as 
his anointing teaches you a- 
bout all things and as that 
anointing is real, not count- 
terfeit-just as it has taught 
you, remain in him, 

See that what you have 24 

22. Who, thca, la the Uu? “You can very easily tell who it is that is lying about Jesus Christ the 
Messiahlll It is the one who says that Jesus was only human, and not the Christ!” (See Introduction 
to this Letter.) Thb one. “Whoever refuses to believe what the Father said about the Son (1 John 5 6  
and note), that the manJesus is the Son, i the Enemy of Chriitlll” If we believe John, there is not 
one Antichrist, but many Antichristslll Everyone who denies the reality of the Logos coming as a 
human being is an Antichrist1 He mJeW both. “The one who says Jesus was only human and not divine, 
is rejecting the Father as welllll” 
23. For wlwever. “Some reject the Son and c l a h  to have the Father. This cannot be true1 If you reject 
the Son, you have also rejected the Father who sent Himlll” Whoever accepb. L‘B you accept the Son, 
you have also accepted the Father who sent Hmlll” 
24. To keep in your hearb. “Be sure to hold firm the truth we taught you about the Lagos becoming 
a human being (John 1:14). In doing this you will keep your fellowship with the Father and the Son 
(1 John 1:7).” 
25. And thtr la what. “You will tlnd great happiness and jubilation in that fellowslip, because Christ 
Jesus himself promised to give us @emallif!!!” 
26. I write you thtr. “I want to warn you about the Enemies of Christ. Be on your guard against themlll 
They want to steal your piomiselll” 
27. But u for you. This verse does not teach a continuous revelation (see Heb. 1:l-2 and notes), nor 
that we are to be led by an inner light. It teaches that God makes available a means for us to know 
what is in fact the truth1 Some had a gift from the Spirit (see notes on verse ZO), and we have the 
Scriptures. They are the Spirit’s message to uslll We obey the Spirit by obeying the New Testament 
which He produced. 
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2BYes, my children, remain in him, so that we 
may be full of courage when he appears and need 
not hide in shame from him on the Day he comes. 
2 9 Y ~ u  know that Christ is righteous; you should 
know, then, that everyone who does what is 
right is God’s child. 

Children of God 
See how much the Father has loved us! His 3 love is so great that we are called God’s 

children-and so, in fact, we are. This is why the 
world does not know us: it has not known God. 
2My dear friends, we are now God‘s children, 
but it is not yet clear what we shall become. But 
we know that when Christ appears, we shall 
become like him, because we shall see him as he 
really is. 3Everyone who has this hope in Christ 
keeps himself pure, just as Christ is pure. 

‘Whoever sins is guilty of breaking God’s law; 

28, R e s i n  hlm. “DO not make the mistake of abandoning Christ 
News, so that we, your teachers, may be full of courage about your 
Day He comes to judge theworldlll” 

Chlldren of God 

continue in him, so that 
when he appears we may be 
confident and unashamed 
before him at his coming. 

righteous, you know that ey- 
eryone who does what is right 
has been born of him. 

How great is the love the 3 Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called 
children of Godl And that is 
what we are1 The reason the 
world does not know us is 
that it did not know him, 
Dear friends, now we are 2 
children of God, and what 
we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know 
that when he ap 
shall be like him,&%bhli 
see him as he is. Everyone 3 
who has this hope in him 
ourifies himself. iust as he is 

And now, dear children, 28 

If you know that he is 29 

.“ 
pure. 

the law; in fact, sin is law- 
Everyone who sins breaks 4 

Remain in Him and in the Good 
lvation when He appears on the 

29:Yoe kww.  “Yo; already know that Christ is righteous. Doing what is right, then, is proof that 
we are God’s childlll” See note on verse 3. The abrupt movement from Christ is righteous to God‘s 
child shows John’s sense of the oneness of the Father and the Son. See John 10:30 and note. See also 
note on Rom. 1697. The apostles were “Monotheistic-Trinitarians.” 
1. l l w  Fmther hu lord -1 Christ-on-the-cross is the declaration of God’s love for us UoLn 3:16)111 

“See how much the Father has loved us Jews and Gentiles who do what is right (1 John 2:29)1 We are 
God’s children!” T U  b why. “The world knows the children of the pagan gods, but the world will not 
admit that we are God’s children, because the world does not know Godl The world does not under- 
stand the nature and character of Godl” . “The world may hate us and persecute us, but even now we are already 
God’s children!” But It b $et clsu. “We have not been told the details of our future glory. We could 
not now understand it, since it must be experienced to be understood!” Bet we know. “We know that 
when Christ comes to judge the world (1 John 2:28), we shall become like him (Phil. 3:20-21), because 
we shall see him as he really is, and shall live with him foreverlll” (1) To see God is to be like Him1 
Matt 5 8  and note. (2) To see God trarujgures, even in this life (2 Cor. 3:18). [Compare note on 
1 John 229.1 
3. &myone. “Everyone who has this h o p  of seeing God and of becoming like Him Vohn 17:24) and 

of living with Him forever, keeps himself pure..” Compare verse 8. 
4. Whoevez Ilnr. Some said God did not count sin against one who believed in Him. (See Introduction 

to this Letter.) John is talking abdut a continuous action. “One who continues to sin is breaking God’s 
law, and will be severely punished for it (if he does not turn away from his sins), no matter what the 
false teachem ay tell you!” Beewerln b. All sin Is a breaking of God’s law, whether it is one sin or a 
continuous acxon. Sin is lawlessnessl (See notes on Law, Rom. 3:31.) 

2. We M now God’# chll 
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because sin is a breaking of the law. s Y ~ ~  know 
that Christ appeared in order to take away men’s 
sins, and that there is no sin in him. 50 everyone 
who lives in Christ does not continue to sin; but 
whoever continues to sin has never seen him or 
known him. 

’Let no one deceive you, children! Whoever 
does what is right is righteous, just as Christ is 
righteous. 8Whoever continues to sin belongs to 
the Devil, because the Devil has sinned from the 
very beginning. The on of God appeared for 

9Whoever is a child of God does not continue 
to sin, because God’s very nature is in him; and 
because God is his Father, he cannot continue 
to sin. ‘OHere is the clear difference between 
God’s children and the Devil’s children: anyone 
who does not do what is right, or does not love his 
brother, is not God’s child. 

this very reason, to des 1 roy the Devil’s works. 

5. Yon know. “The very reason that Christ appeared in human f 
away men’s sins1 This shows how certain punishment is if you pur 
Sin in him. “This proves he does not allow us to continue to sin1 We a 

lessness. But you know that 5 
he appeared so that he might 
take away our sins. And in 
him is no sin. No one who 6 
lives in him keeps onsinning. 
No one who continues to sin 
has either seen him or known 
him. 

Dear children, do not let 7 
anyone lead you astray. He 
who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is right- 
eous. He who does what is 8 
sinful is of the devil, because 
the devil has been sinning 
from the beginnin The 
reason the Son of &d ap- 
peared was to destroy the 
devil’s work. No one who is 9 
born of God will continue to 
sin, because God‘s seed re- 
mains in him; he canngt sin, 
because he has been born of 
God. This is how we know 10 
who the children of God are 
and who the children of the 
devil are: Anyone who does 
not do what is right is not a 
child of God; neither is any- 
one who does not love his 
brother. 
I was for the purpose of taking 
,ely go on sinningl” There ts no 
ike him when we QW sinning!” 

6. Does not continue to #in. Both the TEV and the NIV bring out the fact tht the Greek uses the 
present continuous tense. AI1 Christians sin on the spur of the moment (1 John 1:8-10). But Christians 
do not purposely go on sinning continuously111 See verae 9. But whoever contlnnes. “The one who 
makes a habit of sin has never really seen Him, even though he may have seen Christ as a human being, 
and does not know either His chiracter or His will, as the Holy Onel” 
7. Let no one deceive yon! “Do not let the false teachers fool you with their talk that merely believing 

will make you righteous even though you go on sinningl” Whoever does. “It is the one who makes a 
habit of doing what is right who has the same righteous character that Christ had” 
8. Whoever contlnuea to sh. “The one who purposely makes a habit of sin shows by this that he 

belongs to the Devil (see verse IZ).” Became the DevU haa s h e d .  This is in the present continuous 
tense, which shows the Devil has been continuously sinning all during human history, as he tempts 
people to sin1 The Son of God appeared. This is why the Logos had to come in human form: to destroy 
the Devil’s works (sin and punishment, verse 5). He did this through his DEATH (Heb. 214) .  
9. Does not continue to sin. Again the present continuous. See note on verse 6. Because God’s very 

M~IUE. MacKnight thinks this is true of the word that lives in us (I Pet. 123) .  It is also true of the Holy 
Spirit (I Cor. 6:19-20; Rom. &IS). He cannot continue to sin. “In becoming God’s child, we have died 
to sin1 Even though it is true that we do commit single acts of sin, we cannot continue to sin as a habit1 
God is our Father and we share his moral nature1 His divine nature in us makes sin an impossible 
choice for usl” CompareZPet. 1:3-4; Rom. 6:l-4. 
10. Here ts the clear difference. This is the same as the old command of I John 2: 7-11. Actions clearly 
identify the loyalty of a personlll Anyone who dQes not. “Failing to do right and failing to love fellow- 
man, identifies a person as one of the Devil’s children.” [In this John is scolding those who said God 
did not count sin against a Christian.] 
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Love One Another 
”The message you heard from the very begin- 

ning is this: we must love one another, 12We 
must not be like Cain; he belonged to the Evil 
One, and murdered his own brother, Why did 
Cain murder him? Because the things he did 
were wrong, but the things his brother did were 
right. 

l3So do not be surprised, my brothers, if the 
people of the world hate you. 14We know that we 
have left death and come over into life; we know 
it because we love our brothers. Whoever does 
not love is still in death. 15Whoever hates his 
brother is a murderer; and you know that a mur- 
derer does not have eternal life in him. 16This 
is how we know what love is: Christ gave his life 
for us. We too, then, ought to give our lives for 
our brothers1 ‘?If a man is rich and sees his 
brother in need, yet closes his heart against his 
brother, how can he claim that he has love for 

Love One Another 
This is the message you 11 

heard from the beginning: 
We should love one another, 
Do not be like Cain, who be- 12 
longed to the evil one and 
murdered his brother. And 
why did he murder him? Be- 
cause his own actions were 
evil and his brother’s were 
righteous, Do not be sur. 13 
prised, my brothers, if the 
world hates you. We know 14 
that we have passed from 
death to life, becausewelove 
our brothers, Anyone who 
does not love remains in 
death. Anyone who hates his 15 
brother is a murderer, and 
you know that no murderer 
has eternal life in him. 

love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his IifeTor us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives 
for our brothers. If anyone 17 
has material ossessions and 
sees his brotier in need but 
has no pity on him, how can 
the love of God be in him? 

This is how we know what 16 

11. From the very beginning. “The message of the Good News does not changelll The message 
originally announced is still in effect (Gal. 1x5-9). New and esoteric teaching about faith and morals 
disqualifies itself by its very newnessl” We mast love one another. This is Jesus’ new commandment 
Wohn 1334.35). It is new in kind, because it is the kind of love which Jesus has for us1 
12. Llke Caln. Cain is an example of hate. The Greek says literally that Cain butchered his own 
brotherl Because. “The bad in Cain caused him to hate the good in his brotherl” CompareJohn 3:20; 
8:44: Matt. 5:21-22. 
13. So do not be surprised. “The world to which Cain belonged ( I  John 2:15-17) still belongs to Satan. 
As Cain hated his righteous brother, so this same world will hate you.” Those who made a habit of sin 
were making themselves part of this world. 
14. We know. “The world is deathl We Christians have left death and come over into life1 The proof 
of this is the love we have for our brothers (fel1owman)l Whoever does not love proves he is still in 
deathl” 
15. Whoever hates. “As a plant cannot be both growing and dying at the same time, so a Christian 
cannot be both loving and hating. When the light came into the world, it caused a crisis! There is no 
NEUTRAL G R O U N D I I I ”  CompareMatt. 5:21-22. Hate (lack oflove) is a serious matter1 I1 
16. What love is. “Christ acted out this Low by giving his life for us. Rather than hating and destroying 
our brother, we ought to have the spirit of Christ and lay down our lives for our brothers, when called 
upon to do so.” 
17. Yet closes bls beart. “Let me show you this practical example, If we love as Christ loved us, how 
can we refuse to help others???” It is easy to be a martyr and die as a hero for Christ. The difficult 
part is the little things of day-to-day living, the trivial sacrifices and self-denials that no one sees and 
applauds. 
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God in his heart? laMy children! Our love should 
not be just words and talk; it must be true love, 
which shows itself in action. 

Courage before God. 
I9This, then is how we will know that we be- 

long to the truth. This is how our hearts will be 
confidefit in God’s presence. 2oIf our heart con- 
demns us, we know that God is greater than our 
heart, and that he knows everything. 21And so, 
my dear friends, if our heart does not condemn 
us, we have courage in God’s presence. 22We re- 
ceive from him whatever we ask, because we obey 
his commands and do what pleases him. 23This 
is what he commands: that we believe in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one an- 

Ch. 3 

Dear children, let us not love 18 
with words or tongue but 
with actions and in truth. 
This then is how we know 19 
that we belong to the truth, 
and how we set our hearts at 
rest in his presence whenever 20 
our hearts condemn us. For 
God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows every- 
thing. 

Dear friends, if our hearts 21 
do not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God and 22 
receive from him anything 
we ask, because we obey his 
commands and do what 
pleases him. And this is his 23 
command: to believe in the 
name of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and to love one an- 
other as he commanded 

18. It must be true love. Talk is cheap! See what James says in James 2:14-17. James saysfaith; John 
says love! It is good to talk, but we must back it up with action1 
19. This, then. “Only by this kind of behavior, acting out our love, can we know that we belong to the 
truth and the fellowship of the Father and the Son.” WUI be con8dent. No need to be ashamed1 See 
I John 2:28. 
20. If OW heart condemns M. It is best to make this part of the same thought as verse 19. J. W. Roberts 
thinks this is so. “Our heart condemns us because of our acts of sin (see note on I John 2:1), and we 
ask in fear, ‘Am I loving as I ought to do???’ The fact that we are acting out our love will give us 
confidence. It is a paradox that only as we do see that Jesus paid it all mom. 8:1-4 and notes) will we 
be setfree to make our lives a living sacrifice in praise to Godll!” (1) God knows the worst that is in 
us and still loves us1 What the Christian learns about himself when he tries to be holy, God knew all 
along! (2) God knows everything, and He sometimes gives us credit for our good intentions. See 
I Kings 8:18-19. 
21. If o w  heart d m  not condemn M. “If the fact that we love will quiet the fears of our hearts, even 
though we see our mistakes; how much more courage will we have in God’s presence if we live so that 
our hearts do not condemn usll! If our love shows itself in actions, we will have more courage when we 
go to God in prayer.” 
22. We receive from him. “Doing what is right and having a heart that does not condemn us are two 
sides of the same coin. Because we are his fhildren, he hears and answers our prayers.’’ Compare 
Prov. 15:29; Psalm 66:18-19; Job 2738-9; Isa. ’1:11-15. 
23. This is h a t  he commmds. John has been stressing actions. Here he shows us faith and love as 
two sides of the same coin. See note on James 2:19. Bdteve In the w e .  Name = authoriw. To 
believe in his name means to believe in everything that his name symbolizes and stands for. Jrut am 
CMst commanded UE. S e e  I John 4:2I; Matt. 22:34-40. 
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other, just as Chtist commanded us. 24Who- 
ever obeys God’s commands lives in God and 
God lives in him. And this is how we know that 
God lives in us: we know it because of the Spirit 
he has given us. 

The True and the False Spirit 
My dear friends: do not believe all who claim 4 to have the Spirit, but test them to find out if 

the spirit they have comes from God. For many 
false prophets have gone out everywhere. 2This 
is how you will be able to know whether it is 
God’s Spirit: anyone who declares that Jesus 
Christ came as a human being has the Spirit 
who comes from God. 3 B ~ t  anyone who denies 
this about Jesus does not have the Spirit from 
God. This spirit if from the Enemy of Christ; 
you heard that it would come, and now it is here 
in the world already. 

I 

us. Those who obey his 24 
commands live in him, and 
he in them. And this is how 
we know that he lives in us: 
We know it by the Spirit he 
gave us. 

Teat the Spirits 
Dear friends, do not be- 4 lieve every spirit, but test 

the spirits toseewhether they 
are from God, becausemany 
false prophets have gone out 
into the world. This is how 2 
you can recognize the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that 
acknowledges that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh 
is from God, but every spirit 3 
that does not acknowledge 
Jesus is not from God. This 
is the spirit of the antichrist, 
which you have heard is 
coming and even now is al- 
ready in the world. 

24. Whoever obeye. See John 1421-23 and notes. Becease of the Spirit. Every Christian has the Spirit 
wets 532) .  John sees this as a fact of experience that can be used as a proof. Obedience identifies 
the Spirit within us (Gal. 522-23). The presence of the Spirit was a strong reason for the Jewish 
Christian to hold firm to Christ (see Heb. 10:29 and note). But the experience of the Spirit is easily 
misused (see 1 Cor. ch 12-14). John looks at this in the next chapter. 
1. Do not believe. . . but teat. In 1 John 3:24 John mentions the evidence of the Spirit. Because the 

false teachers all claimed to be inspired and to have received their (false) message from the Holy Spirit, 
John reminds the messianic community that they have among them some who can tell the d?fSerence 
(1 Cor. 12:lO; 1 John 2:27) and idenh3 those who are in fact inspired teachers. For many Mae 
prophets. His warning is still good today1 See 1 Thess. 519-22. 
2.  “his is how. “Even you who do not have this gi#frorn the Spirit will be able to recognize which 

teachers do come from God.” Anyone who declnra. Two things are here: (1) Anyone who would use 
the name Jesus Christ is by that identifying Jesus with the Logos. (2) To declare Jesus Christ came as 
a human being is to identify the Logos with Jesus. [See Introduction to this Letter.] MofSatt translates 
this: “Every spirit which confesses Jarus as the Christ incarnate comarfrorn God. ” 

3. But anyone who denies this. “Anyone who says Jesus was human but not divine, or that says He 
was divine but not human, does not speak by means of God’s Spiritl” Enemy of CMet. MacKnight 
takes this as meaning The Ikvil, who is the ultimate source of all opposition to Christ. It was the Devil 
who motivated the false teachers to teach the things they taught. Yon heard that It would come. Paul 
spoke about this (2 Thess. 2:3). The Mysterious Wickedpess was already at work when Paul wrote. 
John identifies the spirit from the Enemy of Christ as in the world already as he writes. Compare note 
onRev. 13:ll. 
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4 B ~ t  you belong to God, my children, and have 

defeated the false prophets; because the Spirit 
who is in you is more powerful than the spirit 
in those who belong to the world. sThey speak 
about matters of the world and the world listens 
to them because they belong to the world. 6But 
we belong to God. Whoever knows God listens 
to us; whoever does not belong to God does not 
listen to us. This is the way, then, that we can 
tell the difference between the Spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error. 

God Is Love 
’Dear friends! Let us love one another, because 

love comes from God. Whoever loves is a child 
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. qThis 
is how God showed his love for us: he sent 
his only Son into the world that we might have 

You, dear children, are 4 
from God and have over- 
come them, because the one 
who is in you is greater than 
the one who is in the world. 
They are from the world and 5 
therefore s ak from the 
viewpoint oKhe world, and 
the world listens to them. 
We are from God, and who- 6 
ever knows God listens to us; 
but whoever is not from God 
does not listen to us. This is 
how we reco ize the Spirit 
of truth a n r t h e  spirit of 
falsehood. 

God’s Love and O m  
Dear friends, let us love 7 

one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God 
and knows God. Whoever 8 
does not love does not know 
God, becaum God is love. 
This is how God showed his 9 
love among us: He sent his 
one and only Son into the 
world that we might live 

4. But you belong to God. “You belong to God and allow Him to teach youl” And have defeated. 
“You have discovered and defeated these false teachers, because you have God’s Truth!” Because the 
Spirit. “All false teachers have the spirit from the Enemy of Christ. You have the Holy Spirit from 
Godlll As God is INFINITELY more powerful than the Devil, so the Spirit of Truth is more powerful 
than the spirit from the Enemy of Christl” 
5. About rnattem of the world. Compare 1 John 312. “DO not be discouraged by the success of the 

false teachers. They tell the world what it wants to hear!” See 1.Tim. 4:14; 63-5; 2 Tim. 31-7: 43-4. 
6 .  But we belong to God. “We have nothing to do with the world that follows the Enemy of Christ.” 

Whoever knows God.J‘The one who does in fact know God listens to what we apostles say, and teaches 
the same things which we teach. The one who does not h o w  God rejects us and our message.” Thls is 
the way. We have in written form all that the apostles taught (the New Testament). Those who hear 
and do what they taught, follow the Spirit of truth. Those who reject what they taught, follow the spirit 
of error which comes from the Enemy of Christ. CompareJohn 8:42-47. 
7. Because love cornea horn God. “The false teachers claim knowledge is all that is necessary to please 

God, and they do not love one another. Love grown cold is a sign of evil (Matt, 24:12). Therefore, 
because love comes from God, let us love one anotherl” Whoever Lvea. John uses a continuous form 
for ‘loves. ’ “Love is God’s very nature, and those who love share the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4); and as 
they continue to love, they get to know God more and more! I I ”  
8. Whoever does not love. “One who is a stranger to love, is a stranger to God alsol” Compare 1 Cor. 

2:9 and note. 
9. This is how God. “God showed his love for us by ACTING IN HI STORY^ SeeJohn 3:16. ” 
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life thrbugh him. ’OThis is what love is: it is not 
that we have loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the means by which our sins 
are forgiven. 

“Dear friends, if this is how God loved us, 
then we should love one another. WO one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives 
in us and his love is made perfect in us. 

13This is how we are sure that we live in God 
and he lives in us: he has given us his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and tell others that the 
Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
lSWhoever declares that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God lives in him, and he lives in God. 16And we 
ourselves know and believe the love which God 
has for us. 

God is love, and whoever lives in love lives in 
God and God lives in him. “The purpose of love 
being made perfect in us is that we may have 
courage on Judgment Day; and we will have it 
because our life in this world is the same as 

47 9 

through him. This is love: 10 
not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent,his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Dear friends, 11 
since God so loved us, we al- 
so ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; 12 r 
but if we love each other, 
God lives in us and his love 
is made complete in us. 

We know that we live in 13 
him and he in us, because 
he has given us of his Spirit. 
And we have seen and testify 14 
that the Father has sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the 
world. If anyone acknowl- 15 
edges that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God lives in him and 
he in God. And so we know 16 
and rely on the love God has 
for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives 
In love lives in God, and God 
in him. Love is made com- 17 
plete among us so that we 
mill have confidence on the 
lay of judgment, because in 
.his world we are like him. 

10. Thls is what love IS. “This is the example for us to follow. God did not wait for us to love him first 
(verse 19), but while we were still sinners (Rom. 58) God sent his Son to be the means (1 John 2:2) by 
which our sins are forgiven.” 
11. If thls is how. “If God could set such an example (verse lo), then we who belong to God must 
imitate Him by loving one anotherlll” Christian love is treating others as God has treated us through 
Christ. 
12. No one has ever wan God. John 1:lB. “Some may claim to have seen God in a vision or to have 
heard Him speak to them. But in fact, no one has ever seen Godl But Jesus, the Son, has told us about 
Him. The only actual proof that God lives in us (Eph. 2:22), or that his love is made perfect in us 
(1 John 2:3, is that we love one anotherl” 
13. He has given os his Splrlt. John may be thinking of the miraculous gifts from the Spirit, but what 
he has been saying about love connects this with Gal. 522-23. Every Christian is Spirit-filled (Acts 
5:32). But one who does not love, shows he does not have the Spirit1 
14. That the Father sent ME Son. John speaks as an eyewitness1 SeeJohn 15:27; IJohn 1:l-4. 
15. Whoever declares. Compare verse 2. Such faith implies fellowship with Godl Compare 1 Tim. 
6:12; Matt. 16:16; Rom. 10:9-10. “God lives in the one who declares his faith in Jesus as the Christ 
incarnate.” 
16. And we onruelves know. The apostles saw Christ-on-the-cross1 They believe (see note on James 
2:19) God’s love1 John’s language points to a knowledge and belief that began in the past and continues 
up to the present (and will continue in the future). Unless you believe that the Logos came as a human 
being to be the Savior of the world, you cannot understand God’s unique lovelll 
17. The purpose. “Love is an official heavenly visitor who stays with us and claims our loyalty. h e  
has been ‘made perfect in us’ when we areficsimiles of Jesus - His visible portrait!” Compare Matt. 
5:16; Gal. 2:20. 
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Christ’s. There is no fear in love; perfect love 
drives out all fear. So then, love has not been 
made perfect in the one who fears, because fear 
has to do with punishment. 

I9We love because God first loved us. l0If 
someone says, “I love God,” but hates his 
brother, he is a liar. For he cannot love God, 
whom he has not seen, if he does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen. This ,  then, is the 
command that Christ gave us: he who loves God 
must love his brother also. 

Ow Mhry over the Woad 
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Messiah is 5 a child of God; and whoever loves a father 

loves his child also. is how we know that we 
love God’s children: it is by loving God and obey- 

Ch. 5 

There is no fear in love. But 18 
rfect love drives out fear, E cause fear has to do with 

unishment. The man who ! ears is not made mrfect in 
love. 

We love because he f is t  19 
loved us. ILanyone says, “I 20 
love God, yet hates hi 
brother, he is a liar. Foranv- 
one who does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen, 
cannot love God, whom he 
has not seen. And he has 21 
given us this command: 
Whoever loves Godmust also 
love his brother. 

Fdth in the Son of God 
Everyone who believes 5 that Jesus is the Christ is 

born of God, and everyone 
who loves the father loves his 
child as well. This is how we 2 
know that we love the chil- 
dren of God: by loving God 
and carrying out his com- 

18. No f e u  hIove. Note that John usesfear as the opposite of love. One type of person lost eternally is 
the coward (fearful), as we see inRev. 21:8. [we fear God in the sense of reverence and respect.] “Fear 
of puhishment never goes along with love; but perfect love to God and man drives out all fear of punish- 
ment from our mind! One who truly loves God and man will know that he has left death and come over 
into life U John 3:14), and will have no reason to fear punishment!” Love has not been made perfect. 
“The one who fears the Judgment has not been made perfect in love to God and man! For this he has no 
excusel”BengeI says there are four possible conditioos of a human soul: (1) without either fear or love: 
(2) with fear, without love; (3) with fear and love: (4) with love, without fear. This verse shows that only 
t h e h r t h  describes the true (mature) Christian! 
19. Bcarw God. God’s unique love for us in Christ, fdls us with love for Him and for our fellowman1 
20. Bnt htcr hb bmtha. “Hating his brother shows he was a liar when he *id, ‘I love Godl’ ” Some 
thought it proper to show their love for God by hating and persecuting all who did not share their views 
in religious matters. See note on James 3:9. We limit our lovefor God, by our lovefir our brotherfff 
21. L the eommmd. It is God’s will that he who loves the Father should love the children also! See 
John 13:34-35: 15:12: I John 3:11. You cannot obey the command to love God without loving your 
bmtherftt 
1. Whoma klbra. For the meaning offrith see note on James 2:19. Faith reaches out to seize the 

sacrifice of Christ (Acts 2:38 and note). Whoever b v a  t.thcr. This is another way of saying: love for 
God = love for brothers (fellow Christians). 
2. zldr Ir bow. John has just pointed out that Ewe love a father, we will love his child also. Love for the 

child gnnvs out of love for the father. Therefore love for our brothers (fellow Christians) really grows out 
dour love for The Father, and this demonstrates its reality by obeying His commands, one of which is 
to love one another1 
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ing his commands. 3 F ~ r  our love for God means 
that we obey his commands. And his commands 
are not too hard for us, ‘because every child of 
God is able to defeat the world. This is how we 
win the victory over the world: with our faith. 
sWho can defeat the world? Only he who be- 
lieves that Jesus is the Son of God. 

The Witnesa about JHUS Christ 
6Jesus Christ is the one who came; he came 

with the water of his baptism and the blood of 
his death. He came not only with the water, 
but with both the water and the blood. And the 
Spirit himself testifies that this is true, because 

48 1 

mands, This is love for God: 3 
to obey his commands. And 
his commands are not 
burdensome, for everyone 4 
born of God has overcome 
the world. This is the victory 
that has overcometheworld, 
even our faith. Who is itthat 5 
overcomes the world? Only 
he who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God, 

This is the one who came 6 
by water and blood-Jesus 
Christ. He did not come by 
water only, but by water and 
blood. And it is the Spirit 
who testifies, because the 

3. Meuu th.t WE obey. Seq John 1423 and note. We cannot divorce faith from action (lames 222). 
Am not too hud. MacKnight says: “To a good man in ordinary clrcumstanari, the keeping of God’s 
commandmebts is easy, being the delight of his soul.” But we should cany this farther, since God’s 
promise is that whatever comes our way will be withim our limitations (1 Cor. 10:13), and we do have a 
promise of help when we ask for it (Phil. 413; Epk 3:16-17). 
4. hmua. Old and young, Jew and Gentile, men and women, slave and free, - all who are NEW in 

Chtist arc able to defeat the world and resist its temptations to break God’s law/// See John 3:3,6 and 
notes. ’T~III L how; The ’power of faith to make people able to overcome the world is clearly shown in 
Heb. 11. MucDonafdwrltes: “Every common day, he who would be a live child of the living has to fight 
the God-denying look of things, to believe that, in spite of theit look, they are God’s and God is in 
them, and working his saving will in them.” This is one of the themes of Revelation (see Introduction to 
Revelation). 
5. he. John’s teaching is: that faith in the Logos coming as a human being to be the means to set 
men free from sin, guilt, and punishment - makes easy the commands of God1 Only he (ot she) who 
h l y  believes this will be able to conquer the worldlll If you deny the full truth of the Incarnation 
(Logos becoming human), you rob yourself of the met which the Good News brings with it, which 
will make you able to defeat the world1 I I 
6. Jmu (;luw. John expands what he said in verae 5. Some taught that Jesus was compfeteb human, 

and that The Chrlst came down on him at his baptism and leff him before his death (see Introduction to 
this Letter). In 8ayin~Jpsus Christ, John is saying they were not two dhcrete personalities, but one 
m $ ~ o ~ o f t h e  L o p  as a human being1 ’lb ow who am. John points back to the Chrlst ofHistoryl// 
The F h t  Coming Is now a historical event (Gul 4.4-5). W.ta of hh bmptbm. The TEV brings out 
the true meaning h m .  John wants to prove the Jesus of the Gospels is The Christ, The Son of God. It 
WM no make-bellevelll The L o p  as a human being passed through these physical expedenceslll At 
hb baptism, Jesm chrfrt was pubUc& ident@d for hi work of “buying men for God.” See John 
1:29-34. ’h bbodof &death. If Jesus w m  only human, his death would mean nothing1 But as Jesus 
the Chtht, HiC death was and b the p u L m ~  of Hrs INpmrrrr ~ACCRIPICB!!! See Heb. 2:M; 
9:12,26. Not only wltb the wmfp. John repeats thk to make it strongetlll And the Splat. The people to 
whom John wrote knew that thc Holy Spitit had t&if%xi to the truth of what he is saying in many ways 
(by mlraqles, gifts, etc.). The SpMt cannot lie. [we m b a p W  into Christ’s death mom. 6:3-5); and 
the Lord’ihpwt (Holy Meal) points to the blood of* death (1 Cor. 11:23-26).] 

’ * 
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the Spirit is truth. ’Thpre are three witnesses, 
*the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and all 
three agree. 9We believe the witness that men 
give; the witness that God gives is much stronger, 
and this is the witness that God has given about 
his Son. ‘ O S 0  whoever believes in the Son of God 
has this witness in his heart; but whoever does 
not believe God has made a liar out of him, be- 
cause he has not believed what God has said 
as a witness about his Son. “This, then, is the 
witness: God has given us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. ‘ZWhoever has the Son has this 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 
not have life. 

Eternal Life 
131 write you this so that you may know that 

you have eternal life-you that believe in the 

Spirit is the truth. For there 7 
are three that testify : the 8 
S irit, the water; and the 
bfbod; and the three are in 
agreement. We acce t 9 
man’s testimony, but Gc8s 
testimony is greater because 
it is the testimony of God, 
which he has given about his 
Son. Anyone who believes 10 
in the Son of God has this 
testimony in his heart. Any- 
one who does not believe 
God has made him out to be 
a liar, becquse he has not 
believed the testimony God 
has given about his Son. 
And this is the testimony: 11 
God has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in his 
Son. He who has the Sonhas 12 
life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have 
life. 

who believe in the name of 
the Son of God so that you 
mav know that YOU have 

I write these things to you 13 

7. There are three witnesses. Two witnesses would establish the truth. Johnsays there are three111 
[A footnote in the NIV says: “Late MSS of the Vulgate add in heaven; the Father, the Word and the 
Holy Spirit, and these three are one. And there are three that testify on earth. ” It has been proved that 
these words are spurious (not genuine), and could not have been a part of the original text. The 
Expositor’s Greek Testament, et. al., discuss this thoroughly.] 
8. And a l l  three agree. The notes on verse 6 show how they give their witness. The false teachers who 

claim that Jesus is not The Christ ace to be examined in view of the witness which the Spirit, h e  water, 
and the blood all agree upon!!! AZZ three agree that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the Eternal 
Logos who became a human being1 I 1  
9. We helleve. “If we are willing to believe the witness men give to establish the truth, how much more 

should we believe the witness that God gives about his Sonlll” That God has glven. God’s witness is a 
matter of record yohn 8:28 and note). 
10. So whoever believes. “If you believe God’s witness to his Son, you believe in the Son of God (Jesus 
the Christ). You have this witness in your heart because you have reached out through faith to seize 
Christ and make yourself part of himlll” But whoever daw not helleve. “If you do not believe, you are 
calling God a liar, because you have rejected the truth he declared about his Sonlll” 
11. Is the witneas. “This is the truth which God has declared: He has given (made available in Christ- 
on-the-cross) us eternal life, and this life is in His Sonlll” [Christ-on-the-cross includes the entire 
historicalJesus.1 
12. Whoever hw the Son. “Since life is in the Son (Acts 4:12 and note), you must have the Son to have 
lifelll To have the Son you must reach out through faith to seize Him and make yourself part of His 
sacrifice! I I ”  See Acts 2 4 0  and note. Whoever doer not have. “Since life is in the Son, whoever does not 
have Him, does not have lifelll” 
13. So that you may know. “I write this so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ (Logos as a 
human being) as I mentioned in John 20:32; but even more than this, I write so that you may mow 
that you do have eternal lifel” Confidence is necessary to fight against defeatism and certain false 
doctrines. Note how John’s proof progresses: 1 John 12; 2:25; 3:23-14; 4:22-23; 5:21-22. In the m e .  
See Matt. 28:29; Acts 4:12 and notes. The name includes everything that Jesus is, was, and has done. 
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name of the Son of God. ‘*We have courage in 
God’s presence because we are sure that he 
hears us if we ask him for anything that is accord- 
ing to his will, lSHe hears us whenever we ask 
him; since we know this is true, we know also 
that he gives us what we ask from him, 

I6If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that 
does not lead to death, he should pray to God, 
who will give him life. This applies to those whose 
sins do not lead to death. But there is sin which 
leads to death, and I do not say that you should 
pray to God about that. ”All wrongdoing is sin, 
but there is sin which does not lead to death. 

lsWe know that no child of God keeps on sin- 
ning, because the Son of God keeps him safe, 
and the Evil One cannot harm him. 

eternal life. We have this 14 
assurance in approaching 
God, that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he 
hears us. And if we know 15 
that he hears us-whatever 
we ask-we know that we 
have what we asked of him, 

Concluding Remarks 

commit a sin that does not 
lead to death, he should 
pray and God will give him 
life. I refer to those whose 
sin does not lead to death. 
There is a sin that leads to 
death. I am not saying that 
he should pray about that. 
All wrongdoing is sin, and 17 
there is sin that does not 
lead to death. 

We know that anyone 18 
born of God does not con- 
tinue to sin; the one who was 
born of God keeps him safe, 
and the evil one does not 

If anyone sees his brother 16 

14. We have courage. Compare Heb. 4:I6 and note. God is our Father if we are his child!!! According 
to his will. (1) We should always pray: “Your will be donel” See the example in Matt. 2639 and note. 
(2) The promise is not: “He will do it,” but “He will hear usl” God will answer in His own way. 
Compare Acts28:16 and note. 
15. Since we know thls is true, This expands the second qualification in verse 14. Jesus said the same 
thing in Mark 11:24. We are limited in what we pray for by our lack of knowledge (Rom. 8:26). Our 
confidence is that God will not give what we ask, but what we really needl But we know God does 
hear uslll CompareRev. 8:l-5 and notes. 
16. Commlt a sin. John is writing to preserve the fellowship ofthe messianic community (church), Not 
only should Christians be aware of the material needs of their brothers (includes sisters), they should 
also be aware of spiritual needs. As it is right to pray for the sick to get well Wames 5:15 and note), so 
it is also proper to pray for the forgiveness of one who sins. Christians ought to pray for each other. John 
divides sin into two types: (1) do not lead to death (Gal. 6 : l ) ;  (2) do lead to death (Heb. 6:4-6). Chris- 
tians are to pray for others who fall into the first class of sin. And I do not say. “There are some who 
have gone so far into apostasy that it will no longer be possible to restore them to Christ. I do not say 
that you should pray to God for such as these, because they refuse to repent and go on sinning.” See 
Mutt. 12:31-32; Rev. 15:8 and notes. Doddridge says: “Let us not too soon pronounce the case of a 
sinner hopeless; but rather subject ourselves to the trouble of some fruitless attempts to reclaim him, 
than omit anything where there may be a possibility of succeeding.” 
17. AU wmngdoing is sin. All sin is a serious matter and not to be taken lightlylll But there Is sin. “The 
Christian with sin on his hands comes confidently to his Father and asks to have it forgivenlll But the 
one who has in effect repudited Christ, seeing sin on his hands, goes away in fear and hates God for 
his misery1 Compare Rev. 16:8-11 for an example of those who will not repent.” 
18.We know. “The child of God may fall into sin, but he does not keep on sinning1 Sin has no power 
over him1 why??? Because the Son of God keeps him safe from the Evil Onelll” See Psalm 105. But our 
security in Christ is contingent on our staying in fellowship with the Father and the Son (I  John 1:7). 
We do have the option of breaking that fellowship (verse 16). 
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19We know that we belong to God even though 
the whole world is under the rule of the Evil One. 

ZoWe know that the Son of God has come and 
has given us understanding, so that we know 
the true God. Our lives are in the true God-in 
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and 
this is eternal life. 

'My children, keep yourselves safe from false 
gods! 

touchhim. W e ~ o w  thatwe 19 

!Et ~ ~ ~ d ~ o l , O ' ~  Et 
der the control of the evil 

~ ~ ~ ~ $ ' ~ ~ ' s ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~  
has 'ven us understanding, 
so tfat  we may know him 
who is true. And we are in 
him who is t rue-wen in his 

~ ~ a ~ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ . t h e  
Dear children, keep your- 21 

selves from idols. 

19. We know. See Col. 1:13 and note. "Even though the Evil One holds the whole world in his grasp, 
we have escaped through Christlll We know that we belong to God because we are now safe in the 
kingdom of his dear Sonlll Evidence of this is the fact that we do not keep on sinning, as those of the 
world dol I I" 
20. We know. Not came, but has come and has given us. The Eternal Logos hus come as a human 
beinglll The world can never be the same, because this fact stunds in history and nothing can take 
it away!!! God spoke to us through his Son Web. 1:2 and note), and this understanding will never be 
removed from the human scenelll 'The true God. Jesus revealed the true Godll! Contrast this with the 
false god of the false teachers (1 John 29). See Introduction to Acts. Our Uvea. Again the emphasis 
that we are in the true God by being in his Son Jesus Christ. See 1 John 2:23 and note. 'Ihb Ir the lma 
God. In Christ the true God is revealed to us and in Christ we have eternal lifelll [Some think this says 
that Jesus Christ is the true God. A monotheistic-trinitarian can say this is true (see note on Rom. 
16:27).] 
21. Keep yoarselvea safe. Thefalse gods were probably not idols such as were at Ephesus and Athens. 
John is certainly speaking about the false ideas of God which the false teachers substituted for the 
picture of God which Christ gives us in what he says. Compare Gal. 2:6-9. But it could be that the 
false teachers encouraged their followers to join in the worship of idols (compare Rev. 2:14,20 and 
notes). The Christian who follows false gods puts himself in the Devil's powerlll 


