THE ETERNAL SPIRIT — HIS PERSON AND POWERS

1. Definitions, Sources, Methods

By the term “Spirit,” in the title which I have selected for
this series of studies, I mean the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit,
of the Bible (except, of course, in instances in which I deal
with the “spirit” that is in man: e.g., Job 32:8, Eccl. 12:7, Gen.
2:7). By the term “cosmos” I mean the entire “natural”’ world,
including what is designated in Scripture the “natural” man.

1 Cor. 2:14—Now the natural [psychikos, literally “soulish,” ren-
dered “natural,” “sensuous,” as distinguished from preumatikos, “spirit-
ual,”] man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. 1 Cor. 15:44—
It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. Gen. 2:7—And Jehovah God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul!* -

“Man,” writes Lecomte du Nouy, “is part of an immense
cosmos and is capable, alone amongst the animals, of observing
nature, of experimenting and of establishing relationships and
laws between facts.” A scientist is reported to have said, “From
the point of view of astronomy, man is just a speck upon a speck
of the totality of being.” To which reply was made, “Yes, but
from the viewpoint of astronomy, man is still the astronomer.”
Man is, in fact, the only “frame of reference” to whom the fact
of being-in-general could have any meaning,.

I choese to treat man, as he is presently constituted, as an
integral part of the cosmic environment generally designated
as “nature,” even though he does transcend it in many of his
activities. (We should always keep in mind the fact that “nature”
is not an entity, but only the name we give to observed phe-

nomena.)

2. Christianity’s Great Dynamic

Christianity is the world’s unique religion in many respects.
Its finality cannot successfully be contradicted. Both etymo-
logically and literally it is the only system truly worthy of being
designated a religion (from religo, religare, “to bind back,” or
“bind anew”): as Christians we are ready to defend the thesis
at any time that the Christian Faith is the only true system of
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