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P R E F A C E  

TO THE READER 
These studies are tlie result of years of research and teaching in 

the Bible college and in church classes. My object in presenting them 
is to encourage the program of Bible study and to help meet the 
needs of the general Bible reader. 

The amulysis of each chapter is both an outline and, in many cases, 
a paraphrase of the Bible text. It is intended to be of help to the 
general reader and also to the teacher who may be leading a study 
group. The analyses and the charts will enable the reader to have a 
compreliensive view of First Corinthians at a glance. 

Tbe prilzted text is the American Standard Version of the New 
Testament. I urge you, however, to use your own Bible in these 
studies. The commentary should be of help regardless of the version 
you may use. Under no circuinstances should comments be placed 
above tlie Bible text in importance, In some instances there are 
recognized differences of opinion; for example: ( 1) the question of 
remarrying in chapter seven; ( 2 ) the matter of “authority” in 
chapter eleven; ( 3 )  the problems iiivolved in the discussion of 
“tongues” in chapter fourteen. In all such cases, I ask that you do 
not accept my opinions. I urge you to study your own Bible and to 
do your own thinking that your conclusion may be your own. Every 
student should seek to learn what the Bible actually says and what 
it means. 

The smwzury of each chupter will help the student to review the 
material covered in the commentary. T h e  qzkestions ut the eizd of euch 
chapter are designed to point out the significant issues of the chapter. 
For best results, the student should write out the answers to each 
question, Groups may find it profitable to use the gvestions for dis- 
cassio?~, Discussion, however, need not be limited to these suggestions. 

These studies have been tested in church study groups. While I 
was the minister of the First Church of Christ at San Fernando, 
California, I prepared a brief mimeographed series of studies on 
First Corinthians for our Bible study class. That material, conipletely 
rewritten and enlarged is presented in this Look. I am indebted to the 
good people of that congregation for allowing me time in a busy 
ministry to study. T could wish tlint al l  churches might do the same 
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I C O R I N T B I A N S  

for their ministers and occasionally make it possible for them to 
return to college for refresher courses. 

ted to Don DeWelt, editor Of the BIBLE STUDY 
eries, with whom I served on the faculty of the San 
ge, for his encouragement and assistance h preparing 

y prayer that you may search the Scriptutes as the Beroeans 
editare on the meaning of God’s Word day and night that 

this work for publication. 

you may translate it into life and share it with others, 

Department of New Testamen 
Pacific Christian C 
July, 1963 
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I I 
Division Derelictions 
(1-4) (5-6) 

I I 

I I 
I I I I I I I 

Divisions Derelictions 
(1:10-4:21) (5 : 1-6:20) 

Problem Rebuke Solution Conclusion Moral Litiga- Use of 
( 1 : 10-12 ) ( 1 : 13- ( 3 : 16- (4: 14-2 1 ) discipline tion body 

3:15) 4:13) (5:l-13) (6:l-11) (6:12-29) 
R E B U K E  O F  D I V I S I O N  

( 1: 13-3: 15 ) 

I 
I 

Resurrection 
I 

Spiritual 
gifts (15) 

(12-14) 

I 

I I 
Stated Explained Justified 

(1: 13-17) (1:18-2:16) (3: 1-15) 

I I I I I I 
Questions Baptism Contrast Illus- Paul’s Condition Work of 
(10-13) (14-17) (18-25) tration preaching at Paul and 

(26-31) (2:l-16) Corinth Apollos 
(3: 1-4) (5-15 ) 
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I C O R I N T H I A N S  

S O L U T I O N  TO D I V I S I O N S  
(3: 16-4~21) 

I 
Correct View Of 

I 
1 I 

Conclusion The Church as 
Templeof God from God servants of God (4:14-21) 

I 
Men as Wisdom 

I 

(3~16-17) (3~18-20) (3:21-4~13) 

D E R E L I C T I O N S  
(5 : 1-6~20) 

I 
I-- 

Litigation 
(5:l-13) (6: 1-11) 

1- 
Moral Discipline 

1. Problem (1-2) 
2. Solution (3-5) 
3. Attitude (6-8) 
4. Explanation (9-13) 

1. Problem: Brothers 
going to law (1-6) 

2. Solution: (7-11) 
a )  Suffer wrong 
b) Heirs of kingdom 
c )  Washed, sanctified, 

justified. 

Use Af the 
BOdY 

(6:12-20) 
1. Principle: Law of 

2. Problem: Immorality 

3. Solution: Body a 
temple of the Holy 
Spirit (19-20) 

expediency (12-13) 

(13-18) 

M A R R I A G E  
(7~1-40) 

I 
I 

I 

I 
Limitations Directions 

I 
Expedient 

(1-9) ( 10-38) ( 39-40 1 

I 
For Married 

(10-24) 
I 

I 
For Virgins 

(25-38 
I 

I I I 
Separation Unbeliever Reasons 
(10-11) (12-15) (16-24) 
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I C O R J N T H J A N S  

I D O L S  

I 
(8: 1-11; 1) 

I 
Conclusion Principle 

(8: 1-13) ( 9 :  1-10; 13) (10:14-11:1) 

Limitation 1. Paul’s right 1, Flee idolatry 
of Liberty 2. Athlete 2. Lord’s table 

I 
Illustrations 

I 

3. Israel 3. Law of expediency 

P U B L I C  W O R S H I P  
(1k2-34)  

I 
I 

Lord‘s Supper 

1. Conduct condemned (17-22) 
2. Purpose of the Supper 

3. Judgment on unworthy 

4. Result of abuse (33-34) 

I 
Use of Veil 

1. Principle (2-6) 
2. Reasoning (7-12) 
3. Appeal to (13-15) (23-26) 

a)  Judgment 
b )  Nature manner (27-32) 

4. Custom (16) 

T O N G U E S  
(14: 1-40) 

i 
I 

Interpretation 
I 

Argument 
I 

Use 
Tongues 1. Tongues & 

vs. a )  revelation 
Prophecy b ) knowledge 

c)  teaching 
2. Instruments 
3. Foreign lan- 

4. Build up church 
guages 

1. Mind fruitful 
2. Outsider to 

know meaning, 
say “amen.” 

3. Paul’s use of 
tongues 

4. Appeal to 
mature: 
a )  Law 
b )  presence of 

God 
5 .  Rules 
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I C O R I N T H I A N S  

L O V E :  A M O S T  E X C E L L E N T  W A Y  
(1311-13) 

I 
I I 

Conclusion 
I 

Duration Characteristics 
I 

Importance 

1. Compared: 1. Love is 1. Contrast spirit- 1. Love 

( 1-3) (4 -7 )  (8-12)  ( 1 3 )  

a )  tongues a) patient ual gifts abides 
b )  prophecy b) kind a )  never fails 2. Follow 
c )  faith 2. Love is not b) gifts pass LOVE 
d)  benevolence a )  jealous away when 
e)  martyrdom b) boastful perfect comes 

a )  gong & symbal d )  rude a )  child-man 
b) am nothing e )  selfish b) mirror-face to face 
c) gain nothing f )  resentful c) now-then 

2. Without love c) arrogant 2. Illustrations 

g) rejoicing in d )  gifts-perfect 
wrong, but in 
right 

3. In all things 
a )  bears 
b) believes 
c ) hopes 
d)  endures 

T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  
( 15: 1-58) 

I 
I 

Problems 
I 

Proofs 
(1-34) (35-58) 

1. Gospel Paul preached 
2. Appearances 
3. Consequences of denying 

4. Christ as First Fruits 
5. Baptism for the dead 

1. What manner of body? 
2. Time and manner? 
3. Steadfastness 

the resurrection 
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