CHAPTER ONE.

Analysis
A. Salutation and Thanksgiving (1-9).

1. Salutation (1-3).

a) Paul describes his apostleship in relation to Christ and the
will of God.

b) Sosthenes, the brother who must have been known to
the Corinthians.

c) He speaks of the church as the church of God, made up
of sanctified ones who are called saints,

d) They ate associated with all who in every place call on
the name of the Lord.

e) His customary salutation is “Grace and peace.”

2. Thanksgiving (4-9).

a) He reminds the readers that he thanks God for them
always.

b) This thanksgiving is based on the grace of God that had
been given them in Christ. It has enriched them in word
and knowledge.

c) The testimony of Chtist had been established or con-
firmed among them with the result that they lacked no
gift.

d) In this manner, they were prepated to await the day of
Christ’s coming.

e) Christ would confirm them to the end as blameless in the
day of the Lord Jesus Christ.

f) Assurance of this is given in the faithfulness of God who
called them into the fellowship of His Son, Our Lord
Jesus Christ.

B. Beginning of the discussion of the problem of division (10-17).

1. Introducing the problem. Following the introduction, Paul
develops this topic by tebuking the sin of division. In it he
contrasts the word of the cross with the w1sdom of the world.

2. Points in this paragraph.

a) His approach—This is an exhortation in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ for oneness of thought and of expression
of opinion.

b) Source of his information, and what they were saying.

c) Series of questions showing the folly of their actions.

d) Why he baptized only a few of the Corinthian converts:
Lest the cross of Christ be made void.
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, I CORINTHIANS
C. The word of the cross and the wisdom of the wotld (18-31).

1. Why he discusses this subject—He has just mentioned the
contrast of the word of the cross and the wisdom of the
world. This is at the bottom of the problem of division. This
phase of the topic continues through 2:16.

2. Points of these paragraphs.

a) The contrast explained (18-25).

(1) Two views of the word of the Cross (18 19)

(2) Series of questions and answers showing God'’s view
of man's w1sdom (20-21).

(3) In contrast to the Jews' interest in signs and the
Greeks' concern for wisdom, he preached Christ
crucified (22-25).

b) Appeal to their own lives to support his view of Christ
who became wisdom from God, and rlghteousness, and

sanctification (26-31).

Salutation and Thanksgiving (1- 9)
Commentary

. Texz

1:1-9. Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Chnst thtough the
will of God;: and Sosthenes our brother, 2 unto the chutch of God
which is at Corinth, even them that are sanctified in- Christ Jesus,
called to be saints, with all that call upon the name of cur Lord
Jesus Christ in every place, their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,

41 thank my God always' concerning you, for the grace of God
which was given you in Christ Jesus; 5 that .in everything ye were
enriched in him, in all utterance and all knowledge; 6 even as the
testimony of Christ was confirmed in-you: 7 so that ye come behind
in no gift; waiting for the revelation of eur Lord Jesus Christ; 8 who
shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye be unreprovable in the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom ye
were called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Panl—The life of this remarkable man will forever be an inspiration
and a challenge to the followers of Christ. For some of the facts
about his early life seé Acts 22:3; 26:4-5; Gal. 1:13-14; Phil. 3:4-5.

He is first mentioned in the story of Christianity in connection
with the stoning of Stephen. He is the “young man named Saul” at
whose feet the witnesses laid down their garments (Acts 7:58). The
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CHAPTER ONE 1:1

name Ssul means asked for. Soon after he began his wotk as the
- apostle to the Gentiles, he became known by the name Pawl (Acts
13:9). It would be a mistake, howevet, to assume that he got this
name from his association with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus (Acts
13:7).

called apostle—His conversion and appointment to the apostleship
are of such importance as to be recorded in three chapters of Acts
(9, 22, 26). He never forgot the terrible thing he did in the role of
persecutor nor the grace of God that made him an apostle of Christ.
He saw to it that this grace did not become an empty thing, for, in
his own words, he “labored more abundantly than all the apostles”
(I Cor. 15:10).

The word called suggests the kind of apostle he was. He was

summoned by Christ and sent as an apostle to the Gentiles. The
words “to be” do not occur in the Greek text. They are supplied by
the translators in an effort to make the thought clear. In doing so,
however, there is danger of loosing sight of the real meaning of the
expression: Paul was an apostle summoned by Jesus Christ. Others
have taken upon themselves to be apostles (II Cor. 11:13-15), but
without divine appointment they could not rightly be called apostles
of Christ. While he is an apostle of Jesus Christ, God is the agent
in his call to the apostleship, for it was “through the will of God.”
the will of God—It was necessary for Paul to establish his authority
at the outset, for he was to give the divine solution to the problems
that plagued the church at Corinth. For the defense of his apostle-
ship, see I Cor. 9:1-3. For the defense of the apostolic gospel which
he proclaimed, see Gal. 1:11-24.
Sosthenes—Who was this man, Sosthenes, who is called “brother”?
He must have been a person who was well known to the Corinthians,
as suggested by the prominent mention of him in the opening words
of the letter. His name does not occur again in the epistle. The fact
that he is mentioned in the salutation does not suggest that he shared
in any way in giving the inspired directives that were designed to lift
the church of Corinth out of its sorry plight. In Acts 18:12-17,
mention is made of a ruler of the synagogue by the name of Sos-
thenes. It is not possible to prove that he is the same man mentioned
in First Corinthians, but he could have been.

Paul was well aware of the strong opposition to him at Corinth.
It may be that he mentioned Sosthenes to show that he had friends
in Corinth who trusted his leadership as an apostle of Christ.
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1:2 I CORINTHIANS

the church of God~——Paul addressed them as the church of God al:
though they were splitting into various factions and proclaiming
loyalty to various men. As God’s church, they had been called isito
the fellowship of His Son. The disgraceful conduct that characterized
so many of them was completely out of harmony with the thought
of the name, church of God. But they were God's church, for the
price of their redemption; the blood of Christ, had been paid for them
as well as for any other congregation. Their mission, therefore, as
the church of God, was to glorify God, not men.

The wotd church referred to the assembly of free citizens called
out from the masses to exercise the privileges of citizenship and free-
dom. But when Paul used the term church of God, he lifted the word
far above its ordinary meaning and put it in the realm of those who
are separated from the world of sin by the blood of Christ and called
through the gospel into the assembly of saints to enjoy the privileges
of freedom in Christ and citizenship in the heavenly kingdom.

~ Almost every word in this greeting strikes a blow at the sinful
practices that had crept into the church at Corinth.
sanctified—The word means separated from sin, purified, or set
apart for the service of God. The form of the word used here suggests
that this separation had taken place in the past and that its effect had
carried over to the present. It does not imply that they could no
longer commit a sin; it does clearly imply that they were to livea life
of consecration in harmony with the fact that they had been set apart
to a pure life. This had been accomplished by the blood of Christ at
the time of their baptism. “And such were some of you: but ye were
washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spurit of our Lord” (I Cor. 6:11).
See also Heb. 9:13-14; I Pet. 1:2; II Thes. 2:13-14; Eph. 5:26-27.

What an awful violation of this principle is seen in the conduct
of the Corinthians as reported in chapters five and six!
called, saints—The word saint is from the same root as the word
sanctify, and it is related to the root word which means pure. In the
O. T. it is applied to that which was set apart for the service of God.
That which was set apart had to be free from blemish; the term,
therefore, came to mean freedom from blemish, spot, or stain, first in
the physical, and then in the moral realm. See I Cor. 6:19-20 for the
appeal for the Corinthians to live a life of separation from sin.
call upon the name of the Lord—The form of the expression indi-
cates that it was in their own interest that they called upon thé Lord.
It was out of man’s despair that he called upon God for help. How
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CHAPTER ONE 1:2-4

strange that men who had called on God from this point of view
should now be saying, “I belong to Paul,” ot “I belong to Cehpas.”

The first reference to men who called on the name of the Lord is
given in Gen. 4:26. Evidently, men realized that their only hope of
survival was to turn away from the wickedness of Cain and turn to
God who alone could save them. In the days of Joel, the prophet, a
similar situation prevailed in the life of the nation of Istael (Joel
2:39). Israel was facing almost certain destruction, and Joel re-
minded them that “all who call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” Peter quoted this prophecy on the Day of Pentecost (Acts
2;21) and showed that there is a2 sense in which it applies to the
sinner whose only hope of salvation is in Christ. See Acts 4:12, An-
other example is found in Acts 22:16. Ananias had said to Saul, “Get
yourself baptized and wash away your sins becawuse you called upon
. His name.” Saul, at last, had accepted the truth of Stephen’s message;
he could go no further in his opposition to Christ. Consequently,
when Jesus spoke to him on the Damascus road, he said, * What will
you have me to do, Lord?” There was no other alternative; for him,
it was “repent or perish.” All Christians came to be spoken of as
those who were calling on the Name of the Lord. He was their only
hope.

This is far more than appropriating a name for themselves, or
piously saying, “Lotrd, Lord” (Matt. 7:21); it was the desperate cry
of the sinking sinner, “Lord, save me” (Matt. 14:30).
theirs and owrs—This, as the American Vetsion indicates, is a refet-
ence to the word Lord which does not occur in the Greek in this
- phrase. It is possible that it may refer to place, and if so, it suggests
that calling upon the name of the Lord was not limited to any one
place; but men in every place, even where Paul was, were calling on
His name.

Grace to you and peace—This is something more than a mere saluta-
tion. It seems to breathe a prayer for the strife-torn congregation at
Corinth: Let God's unmerited favor be with them; let His peace
abide with them.

I thank my God always—Knowing the conditions that existed in
Corinth, one wonders how Paul found it possible to “thank God
always concerning” them. He was thankful for God’s grace that had
enriched them so that they lacked no necessary instruction to enable
them to prepare for the “revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” There
was a solution for the problem of the Corinthian church. Note the
reference to God’s grace.
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1:4-8 1 CORINTHIANS

the grace of God which was given to you~This is a reference to the
unmerited favor-of God that had supplied the Corinthians with the
muraculous power (see chapters 12 through 14) through which
divine instruction in nghteousness had been given them. These mirac-
ulous gifts were necessary in the absence of the written Word. They,
however, abused this favor, for they quarreled over the relative value
of tongues over other spiritual gifts.

enriched in him—This enrichment had to do with uttemme and
knowledge in connection with the confirmed . testimony of -Christ.
Utterance is the word or message of wisdom (I Cor. 12: 8). Knowl-
edge is the ability to know or to understand the meaning of the
divinely revealed message. The Corinthians knew and understood
God’s revealed will for them; nevertheless, they disregarded it. Conse-
quently, it was necessary for Paul to write this letter to correct the
many etrors in their thinking and conduct.

vestimony of Christ was confirmed—Paul had preached to them the
iressage about Christ. It had been established .or confirmed by the
miracles that ‘accompanied the pteachmg See Mark 16:20; Heb.
2i34. -

ye became bebmd in no gift. —The faxlures in Corlnth were in no
way caused by the lack of inspired instruction or its confirmation by
* miraculous demonstration. They had all the advantages. of the other
churches. Their disgraceful conduct, so unbecoming' to a Christian,
was entirely their own responsibulity..

revelation of. our Loml ]ems Christ—This refers to Christ’s second
coming. © -

confirm. you. zmto tbe end. —The established message about Christ
would establish the faithful in Christ. It was adequate to direct them
in Christian character and conduct; there was no need for them to
fail to enter the rewards of the saints in heaven. Those who were
failing were doing so in spite of all that Christ was doing to present
them before the Father as irreproachable.

unveprovable in the. day of our Lord—No one in the Day of Judg-
ment will be able to lay anything to the charge of God’s chosen ones,
the ones who choose to obey His will and temain faithful unto death
(Romans 8:33; Rev..2:10). This is a strong reason why Christian
people should strive to live a life that glorifies God in the body (I
Cor.. 6:20; ‘Titus 2:11-12), The “day of our Lotd” is the day of His
coming to judge the . world. The phrase “on the Lord’s day” (Rev:
1:10) -is not only different in form but in meaning also: it refers td
the first day of the week. : i

18



CHAPTER ONE 1:9,10

fellowship—This interesting word occurs many times in the New
Testament in a variety of forms. The root idea is partnership, associ-
ation, or participation. Those who are associated with Christ are to
share with Him in the proclamation of the Word of the Cross and in
the discharge of the other obligations of the saints of God.
Problem of Division (10-17)
Text

1:10-17. Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same th.ng, and that there be
no divisions among you; but that ye be petfected togethet in the same
mind and 1n the same judgment. 11 For it hath been signified unto
me concerning you, my brethren, by them that are of the household
of Chioe, that there ate contentions among you. 12 Now this I mean,
that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of
Cephas; and I of Christ,. 13 Is Christ divided? was Paul cruc.fied for
you? or were ye baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I thank God
that I baptized none of you, save Crispus and Gaius; 15 lest any man
should say that ye were baptized into my name. 16 And I baptized
also the household of Stephanas; besides, I know not whether I bap-
tized any other. 17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach
the gospel: not in wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should
be made void.

Commentary

through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—This earnest appeal to
the Corinthian brethren in the name of Christ was designed to make
them think seriously of the real problem they faced in connection
with their divisions. They were Paul’s brethren in Christ, even though
they were doing many things contrary to the principles of Christian-
ity. Accepting this basis of agreement meant that they could move on
to the divine solution of their problems. Each word in the divine
name has significance in relation to the problem in Corinth. Lord
implies setvants who are to obey; Jesus implies that sinners are to be
saved by His grace; Christ, which means prophet, priest, and king,
implies the necessity of believing His Word, accepting His sacrifice
for sin, and obeying Him, for all authority in heaven and on earth
belongs to Him (Matt. 28:18-29). He is the only one through whom
men must be saved (Acts 4:12). The divine name is, in itself, a
strong appeal to abandon the sectarian names of men who were lead-
ing the factions in Corinth.
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1:10-12 I CORINTHIANS

all speak the same thing—It is often said that no two people ever-
see a thing exactly alike, This is offered as an excuse for the sin of
division.. What if the rule were applied in the field of Mathematics?
The Scriptutes condemn division as one of the.works of the flesh
(Gal. 5:20). Division destroys the ‘temple. of God (I Cor. 3:16-17).

It was possible for the Corinthians to say the same thing about Christ,
as Paul clearly shows by the questions and their implied answers in.
verse 13.

be perfected togetber in the same mzml and in the same judgment—
This expression. was used in political circles to urge groups to com-
pose their differences. This, most likely, is the sense in which it is to
be taken here. The expression is' used throughout the N. T. with
various applications. Fishermen used the term when they spoke of
mending their nets, or preparing them for use. It was a medical term
meaning to set a dislocated joint. Read Gal. 6:1 where it is translated,
“testore” with this in mind. It was used to describe the outfitting of a
ship to get it ready for a voyage. It is rewarding to think of all these
usages in relation to the problem in Corinth.

They were to. have the same attitude of mind so ) that when they
expressed an opinion all would say the same thing. This would pre-
vent: the divisions among, them which were produced by one of them:
saymg, “I am of Paul,” while another said, “I am of Apollos Com-.
posing their differences meant getting back to the position where they.
could be in the same frame of mind and all say the same thing when»»
they ‘exptessed an opinion or judgment.
by tbem of Chloe—Paul had reteived his information about condl-»
tions in' Corinth from those who were in some way connected with
Chloe. Were they servants in her household, or were they members of
her family? We cannot answer these questions. Evidently, they were
aware of the problems and believed that Paul should be informed!
Their action is to be commended, for when problems arise in a con-
gregation the correct thing to do is to turn to the inspired Word of
God for the solutxon ,
contentions. —-The divisions (sphts) in the church resulted from the,
strife over leaders Some were saying that they belonged to Paul;
some, to Apollos; some, to Cephas, some, to Christ. Is this last group,
composed of the true Christians in Corinth or to a wrangling party,
arrogatmg to itself the divine name? The context seems to imply the
latter. It is possible to use the name of Christ in a sectarian manner. -
Is Christ divided?—Certainly Christ is not divided. He alone died on:
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CHAPTER ONE 1:13-17

the cross to save the world. Only the sinless Lamb of God could be-
come sin on out behalf (II Cot. 5:21). Certainly, Paul wasn’t cruci-
fied for them; hence, there was no excuse ror anyone ot them to
claim that he had been baptized in Paul's name.

A moment’s refiection on these three questions shows how ridic-
ulous the divisions in Corinth were, Two of them are so framed as to
require a negative answer. Thus, all must speak the same thing in
answering these questions.

I baptized none of you~Why did Paul thank God that he had bap-
tized none of the Corinthians, except the few mentioned? This does
not suggest that he considered baptism of no importance. See Rom.
6:1-11; I Cor. 10:1-2; 12:13. The evident meaning is that he was
thankful that he had personally baptized this limited number so as
to avoid the very criticism that was being made that people wete
being baptized in his name. If he had not taught them to get them-
selves baptized, there never would have been a question about the one
into whose name they had been baptized. All of them knew that they
had been baptized into the name of Christ, for He was cruc1ﬁed for
them.

Crippus, Gaius, Stephanas— Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue,
believed in the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians’
hearmg believed, and were baptized” (Acts 18:8). The identity of
Gaius is not certain, but see Acts 20:4. Stephanas was the ﬁrst convett.
of Achaia (I Cor. 16:15).

For Christ sent me not to baprize—Cateless readmg of this statement
might lead some to believe that Paul did not consider baptism im-
portant. A similar statement is found in John 4:1-2. “The Pharisees
- had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than
John.” John adds the explanation: “Jesus himself baptized not, but
his disciples.”

" After Paul had baptized a few, they could have taken up the task
of baptizing the rest while Paul continued to proclaim the good news.
Baptism was a part of the proclamation of the gospel. See Matt.
28:18-20; Matk 16:15-16. The facts of the gospel which deal with
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ ate symbolized in the act
of baptism, for baptism is a burial and a resutrection (Rom. 6:4).
lest the cross of Christ should be made void— “Wotds of wisdom”
that left out the sacrifice of Christ made the cross an empty thing.
Paul’s aim was to avoid the philosophical speculations of the day and
to preach Christ in such a manner that men would desire to be bap-
tized in His name. That gave meaning to the cross of Christ.
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1:18,19 1 CORINTHIANS

"~ The Word of the Crom and the Wmiom of t/oe World (18-31)
Text :

1:18-31. For the word of the Cross is to. them that perrsh foohsh-
ness; but unto us who are saved lt 18’ the- power of: God 19 For it is
written, »

Iwill destroy the wrsdom of the wise; :

And the-discernment of the drscernmg will I bring to nought :
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of
this world? hath not' God made foolish the wisdom of -the world?
21 For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wis-
dom knew not God, it was God’s -good pleasure through the foolish-
ness of the preaching to save’them that believe. 22 Seeing that Jews
ask for signs, and Greeks seek after wisdom: 23 but we preach Christ
ctrucified, unto Jews a stumbling-block, and unto Gentiles foolishness;
24 but unto them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God, and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of
God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than
men.

26 For behold your callmg, brethren that not many wise after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many- noble are called: 27 but God
chose the foolish things of the world, that he might put to shame
them that are wise; and ‘God chose the weak things of the world,
that he might put to shame the things that ate strong; 28 and the
base things of the world, and the things that are despised, did God
choose, yea and the- things that are not; that he might bring to
nought the things that are: 29 that no flesh should glory before God.
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was 'made unto us ‘wisdom
from God, and righteousness and: sanctification, and: redempnon 31
that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory {f¥ the
Lord.

' - Commentary IR

t/ae word of tbe cross—The divisions in the church at Corlnth were
being perpetuated by those who were putting “the wisdom of the
world” above the gospel of Christ. By contrasting the two, ‘Paul con;
demns the party spirit. The contrast is plain: it is between “them that
perrsh” and-those “who ate saved”; it is between “foolishness” and
“the power of God.”

For it is written~The quotation is from Isa. 29:14. Tt is fréely ap-
plied by the apostle to the situation at hand. In the time of Isaiah; the
wisdom of the worldly statesmen failed to protect Judah against the
invasion of the Assyrians. The quotation is thus applied to the situ:
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CHAPTER ONE 1:18-21

ation in Corinth: “the wisdom of the world” could not possibly save
men from destruction in the spiritual realm. That can only be done
through the word of the cross.

the power of God.—It is through the gospel that the power of God
is channeled into the mind of those who hear the message. The force
of the facts of the gospel (the life, death, and resurrection of Christ)
changes unbelief into faith. The force of the motives of the gospel
(the goodness of God, Rom. 2:4, godly sorrow for sin, II Cor. 7:10,
and, among others, the consideration of the impending judgment,
Acts 17:30-31) changes the will, and that change of the will is re-
pentance. Submission to the command of the gospel to be baptized
into Christ brings the penitent believer to the blood of Christ which
washes away sin (Mk. 16:15-16; Rom. 6:4; Acts 22:16; Heb. 9:14; -
10:22).

This power of God to save the believer was demonstrated in the
resursection of Christ (Eph. 1:19-20). It is the same power that
raises the one dead in trespasses and sin to the new life in Christ
(Eph. 2:4-6). It is “the power that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20), that
is, the power of the gospel to save and to equip the believer to
“quench all the fiery darts of the evil one” (Eph. 6:16).
the wise, the scribe, the disputer of this world—Paul calls upon the
wise (the Greek) and the scribe (the Jew) and the debater of the
world (both Greek and Jew) in such a manner as to show that none
of them could offer anything to save man from his sin. The reason is
clear: “the world in its wisdom did not know God.”
she foolishness of preaching—The wotd of the cross, although looked
upon by those who were perishing as foolishness, was the power
of God to save the believer. Foolishnress does not tefer to the act of
preaching, but to the message that is proclaimed, that is, the word of
the cross. While the basic facts of the gospel are the death, burial,
and resurrection of Christ, the gospel is not limited to these facts, for
it takes the whole Bible to tell the whole story of the whole counsel
of God about salvation through His Son. In the O .T. it is seen in
prophecy, promise, and type. In the N. T. it is seen in the facts of the
life of Christ; in the history of conversion to Christ; in the explana-
tion of the essentials of righteousness; in the applicaton of the gospel
to daily life; and, finally, in the prophecy of the victory of Christ and
of those who accept His gospel.
to save them that believe—God reaches the mind of the unconverted
sinner through the message of the cross, When God created man, He
c¢reated him with the capacity to respond to His commands. It re-
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1:21:24 I CORINTHIANS

quires no miracle of “illuminatiofi” to enable man to understand What
God says in the Bible. That is why the word of the cross can save the
believer. Followers of Christ are to proclaim it; sinners ate 'to believe
it; and God will save those who believe it, These three issues should
be carefully noted: (1) God made foolish the wisdom of the world;
(2) the world through its wisdom didn’t know God; (3) in the
wisdom of God, God was pleased to save the believer through the
foolishness of the message that was preached. -

]euz ask for signs. —See Matt. *12:38-40; ]ohn 2:18; 6:30; Matt

27:42,

Greeks seek after wmiom —See Acts 17: 21 I Cot. 2:6-9.

unto Jews a stwmbling block~—The Greek word which-is translated
stumblingblock referred to the trigger of a trap, and then to the trap
or some means of causing one to stumble. The crucified Messiah was
like this to the Jew. The Jewish concept of Messiah led thém to
think of an earthly kingdom such as existed in the days of David and
Solomon. How could Christ crucified be their expected leader? They
failed to understand that His kingdom was not of this world, They
would have been glad to make Him their king in opposition to
Caesar, but He refused the temporal crown. They turned against Him,
and in the end they cried out, “We have no kmg but Caesar.” See
John 6:14-15; 19:15; Matt. 21:42-44.

unto Gentiles foolu/aness ~—When Paul preached Jesus and the resur-
rection in Athens, the philosophers called him a “babblet”—one who
had no real system of philosophy like theirs, but’ who was like the
little birds seen in the marketplace picking up bits of food hete ‘and
there. Compared to their systems of wisdom, thlS seemed l1ke foohsh-
riess. (Acts 17:18).

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. —In contrast to the
Jews and Greeks who rejected the message of the cross, Paul points
out those—both Jews and Greeks—who accept Christ as the power
of God and the wisdom of God. Those who are called are the ones
who respond to God’s call through the gospel (I Thes. 2:13-14).

Christ is the power of God, that is, He is the one who exercises God’s
power to save the believer. The gospel has a logical force, the force of
the facts of the gospel to produce faith; it has an emotional force,
the force of the motives of the gospel to produce repentance; it has
a redemptive force, the force of the blood of Christ to cleanse from
sin. Christ is the wisdom of God, that is, He is the one who has re-
vealed the divine wisdom that has to do with salvation; in other
words, what to do to be saved and how to live the Christian life. He
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CHAPTER ONE 1:25-30

is the personal revelation of God, and through His office as prophet,
He caused the written tevelation of God, the Bible, to be written.
foolishness of God~—As the context indicates, this expresses man’s
attitude toward the things of God. But, as Paul indicates, what man
deems foolish and weak in God’s plan to save the sinner is wiser and
stronger than man. David’s conquese of Goliath illustrates the point.
bebold yomr calling—The words that follow explain Paul’s reference
to the “foolishness” and “weakness” of God. A glance at their own
station in life was enough to show the Corinthians that the word of
the cross had made its greatest appeal to those of the lower class,
While it is true that the early church was made up largely of those
from the lower classes, it does not follow that others were excluded.
Crispus and Sosthenes were rulets of synagogues, and Dionysius, a
convert at Athens, was known as the Areopagite, a member of the
high court of Athens. It was not, however, until the fourth century
that the world was to see a professed Christian—at least, one who
favored Christianity—on the throne of the Roman Empire.

things that are not—God chose the things that are spiritual—right-
eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17)—rather
than eating and drinking. He chose the Christian virtues rather than
the Jewish practices. He chose righteousness, sanctification, and. re- -
demption (I Cor. 1:31) rather than wickedness, uncleanness, and
slavery to sin—characteristics of Gentile conduct.

no flesh should glory before God—~No human being can boast of his
accomplishments before God. Man cannot save himself; he can be
saved only by God’s grace through faith expressed in obedience. The
Christian belongs to God because of his relation to Christ Jesus. By
using what man calls weak and foolish, God has made it impossible
for any man to boast that he could have performed Christ’s redemp-
tive work on the cross. Christ alone made that sacrifice.

wisdom from God—~—Christ is the personal revelation of God; He is
“the word made flesh.” Through His office as prophet, He is the
author of the written revelation. See I Cor. 2:6 for further comment
.on this wisdom.

righteousness—This word is used in three ways in the N. T. It refers
to the fact that God is right; to the standard of conduct that God
demands of man; and to the status of one whom God considers right
in His sight because his sins have been forgiven.

. Christ is the righteousness of God in relation to all three conota-
tions. He was without sin (John 8:46; Heb. 4:15; 7:26; II Cor.
5:21); in His conduct He always did the will of His Father (John
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5:19); righteousness (remission of sins) is made possible through
the blood of Christ (Rom. 3:21-25).
redemprion.—Christ is our redemption, that is, He is the one who has
provided our release from slavery to sin (Rom. 6:16-18). He is all
that is needed. He alone by His Spirit through the apostles revealed
the wxsdom that is proclaimed in the message of the ctoss. -

Summary

The 1nterest1ng account of the begmmng of the church in Corinth
is given in Acts 18:1-17. Luke states in simplest terms that Paul left
Athens and came to Corinth. There he found Aquilla and Priscilla
who had recently comie from Rome. The wotk began in the synagogue
of the Jews, but Paul was soon forced to move to the house next
doot which belonged to a man by the named Titus Justus. Lukeé also
records the conversion of Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue. En-
couraged by the vision from the Lord. Paul stayed in Corinth for a
yeat and, six months teaching the Word of God. Persecuting Jews
brought Paul into the court of Gallio. His indifference to the quatrels
of the Jews probably saved Paul from the beating which was given to
another, Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue.

. Paul. visited . Corinth a second time, during his th:rd missionary
tour (Acts 19:21; 20:2-3).

The problems that were faced in starting the work in Corinth set
the pattern for its subsequent histoty. Corinth was destined to become
a problem church. Fitst Corinthians was ‘written to straighten out
their problems ;There were: problems of division and derelictions;
there wete problems of marriage and meats used in 1dolatrous wot-
ship; there were problems that related to women'’s costume in public
and abuses of the Lord’s supper; there wete problems about spiritual
glfts there wete problems connected with the doctrine of the restr-
rection. The problems at Corinth ‘were very similar to the problems
of the church today. Fitst Corinthians, therefore, becomes an im-
portant book for those who seek to ad]ust presént problems m the
light of divine revelation.

Paul approprlately begins the epistle with a reference to h1s
apostleshxp He is an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God.
He writes with the authority of one sent By Christ and upheld by the
will of God. This assures his readers that they will find in this letter
the divine solution to their problems. Paul lifts the solution  of the
problems of the church out of the hands of wrangling men and puts
it where ‘it belongs. within the limits of the authority of Jesus Chrlst
as expressed in the writing of His inspired apostle.
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Sosthenes, who must have been well known to the church at
Cotinth, is associated with Paul in the greeting to his fellow-Chris-
tians at Corinth,

Although they were guilty of conduct so unbecoming to a Chris-
tian, Paul addresses them as those who were sanctified and called
saints. Thus, he upholds the ideals to which he attempts to lift them
through his inspired instruction. The Corinthians were not the only
ones who were sanctified and called saints, for with them Paul in-
cludes all those who, because they recoghized their utter dependence
on Christ for their salvation, called upon the name of Jesus Christ.

Paul's customary salutation of grace and peace sounds the deep
spiritual tone of the letter.

Before taking up the problems that are to be discussed in the
epistle, the apostle pauses to thank God for the spiritual enrichment
.of the Corinthians. God had supplied them with the information they
needed as brethren in Christ and the ability to use this information
when they spoke. They had received the established testimony about
Christ so that they lacked nothing; they, therefore, did not need to
turn to worldly wisdom for help as they awaited the day when
Christ would be revealed. Such testimony would establish them to the
very end as unreprovable followers of Christ. This assurance was
furnished them by the faithful God who had called them through the
gospel into close association with His Son.

As Paul takes up the problems which are to be discussed in the
epistle, he mentions first the matters which had been reported to him
by the household of Chloe. From this source he had learned of their
divided state and their consequent derelictions in such matters as
immorality, litigation and abuse of the body.

Paul approaches the problem of division with a view to securing
his readers acceptance of the inspired solution which he presents: he
exhorts them as “brethrens.” He urges all of them to say the same
thing, instead of saying, “I am of Paul” or “I am of Apollos.” He
urges them to settle their differences which had caused splits in the
church. It was possible for all to say the same thing by adopting the
same mental attitude and expressing the same opinion on such ques-
tions as these: Is Christ divided? Paul wasn’t crucified for you, was
he? You were not baptized into his name, were you? It was to avoid
possible claim of being baptized into the name of Paul that he re-
frained from personally baptizing any of the Corinthians except
Crispus, Gaius, and the household of Stephenas. Paul determined
that the cross of Christ should not become an empty thing.
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Having thus indicated the folly-of their divisions, he continues to
rebuke the sin of division as he contrasts the word of the cross with
the wisdom of the world. Worldly wisdom was a contributing cause
of their wrangling disputes, but Paul reminds them that the issue is
salvation or destruction, as the Scriptures clearly- stated. The world
that followed the wise ones of that day did not know God, but God’s
plan was to save believers’ through the message of the cross. Both
‘Jews and Greeks failed to see this. Those, however, who did see it
discovered that Christ has revealed God s wrsdom and exercrses God 5
power to save:.

- This could easily ‘be verrﬁed by lookrng at themselves God had
not called many of the wise of that day nor many ‘of noble birth. He
had chosén the humble and the weak that mén might be taught not
to boast .in ‘their own' power;: but ‘to glory in Christ who exercises
God's power to save. Christ who revealed the wisdom from God is
the source. of their forgrveness, cleansing, and: freedom -

‘ Questions

What is the histoty of the foundmg of the church at Corrnth?

Why did Paul write the book? ' :

"What is the théme of First Corinthians? -

What are jts principal divisions?’ REES

What is said of Paul's call'to apostleshrpD '

What is meant by “called apostle”? -

Who is'Sosthenes? Why.is he- mentroned?

. What does the wotd “church” mean?

.“Why is it called “the church of God”? ‘

“What is meant by “sanctified”?  What is 1rnplred by: thrs term 'as

~ to the life of the Corinthian church? -~ :

11. How does the expressron called sarnts relate to- the problem at

" < Corinth? ‘

12. What is meant by “call upon the name -of the Lord”? What
bearing does this havé on the problem? ‘

13. How many times is the word “Lord” used in the first nine verses?

14. What effect would this have on the readers of the epistle?

15. In view of the situation at Corrnth well known to Paul why
speak of “grace and peace”? - -

16. Knowing these condrtrons, how could Paul say, “I thank my
God"?

17. What was “the grace that had been grven them”?

18. What had enriched them? . :

19. What is meant by “utterance” and "knowledge”?

20. How was the testimony confirmed?
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CHAPTER ONE

Why did Paul say, “Ye came behind in no gift”?

What is meant by “the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ”?

What is meant by “confirm you unto the end”? How ac-

complished?

What is “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ”?

What is meant by “unteprovable”? What would its use suggest

to the Corinthians?

What is meant by “called into the fellowship”?

What is meant by each word in the expression, “Lotd Jesus

Christ’?

What was Paul's purpose in appealmg to the Corinthians in thlS

name?

What is meant by “mind” and “judgment”?

What is meant by “perfected together”? How does this relate to

the problem at Corinth? ‘

What was the source of Paul’s information about conditions -m'

Corinth?

What was the nature of their divisions?

Why did Paul ask, “Is Christ divided?”

How account for Paul’s remark about baptism?

Who were Crispus, Gaius, and Stephanas?

How could the cross of Chtist be made void? : '

What two views of the word of the cross does Paul show’ o

What two views of wisdom are given? - o

How does the power of God teach our lives? o

What is meant by “the foolishness of preaching”?

How can the word of the ctoss save the believer?

In what were Jews and Greeks interested?

Why was Christ a stumbling block to Jews?

Why was the message of the gospel considered foolishness by

the Greeks?

What is meant by the statement, “Christ the powet of God and

the wisdom of God”?

What did Paul mean by “the foolishness of God”?

Why did Paul say, “beyond your calling”?

What is meant by “no flesh should glory before God”?

In what way are righteousness and redemption related to Chrlst?
For Discussion

1. In what ways are the divisions in the church today like those in

Corinth?

2. How would the remedies for division which Paul presents in First

Corinthians work today?
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CHAPTER TWO"
o Amlym

A. Paul’s preachmg in Connth (1- 5) .

1. What he determinéd to do at Coririth ( 1-2)

a) It was in accord with what he had just wntten about ‘wis-
'dom. Paul’s own ministry ‘illustrates the' same 1ssue as the
‘lives of the Corinthian Christians; :

b) It was the thing he did when he first came to Corinth. It

... yasan established pattern for his preachmg everywhere

" €)' It was not with excellency 6f speech or wisdom, that is, not

. with. exalted thetoric or wisdom of man. It was the simple
meéssage of Christ and Him ‘crucified; it was’ the gospel
message which Christ revealed to him by the Holy Spmt N

2. What his attitude was (3)" '

a) It was one of weakness, fear, and tremblmg

b) ‘Probably not fear of physical dinger or what man might
do to him, but fear lest he shoul fail to please his Lord
Jesus Christ.

3. What his pteachmg consxsted in (4). ) :

a) Not persuasive words of wisdom such as characterized the-
speech of the wise men of Corinth,

b) He said it was in demonstratlon ‘of Spmt ‘and ‘of power
that is, it was in logically proven statements revealed by
the Holy Spirit and supported by the mltacles that ac-
companied his preaching. , o

4. What his purpose was (5). ‘ :

His putpose was to preach in sach a manner that the faith
of his hearers should riot be based on, the w13dom of ‘men,
but on the power of God.

B The apostles speak wxsdom (6-16). . '

1. The proroun “we” suggests that he is speaking of hlmself and

- the other inspired apostles..

2. It was wisdom for those who wete fullgtown Somie who. took
great pride in theit own wisdom looked upon the Gospel as
foolishness, but Paul considered it to be wisdom for those
who were mature enough to apptecxate it.-

3. It was pot “wisdom of the world or of the rulers of the
world.” Man’s wisdom could not compare withi the revealed
wisdom spoken by the inspired apostles.

4. Nature of this wisdom (7-9).
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a) God’s wisdom is in a mystery, that is, God’s revealed wis-
dom would have remained a mystery forever if He had not
made it known through the inspited apostles and prophets.

b) The rulers of the wotld, being uninspired, could not have
known this wisdom by any means available to them.

5. How the apostles received this wisdom (10-12).

a) God revealed it to them through the Holy Spirit who
searches the deep things of God (10).

b) This was the only way by which man could have known
this mature wisdom (11-12).

(1) The spirit of man knows about the things of man.
(2) The Spirit of God knows about the things of God.
(3) The inspired apostles received the Spirit which is
from God in order that they might know about the
things God graciously gave them.
- 6. The inspited apostles speak the words of this wxsdom which
the Spirit revealed to them (13-16).

a) ‘This is not in words which man’s wisdom teaches, but
which the Spirit taught the inspired apostles (13).

b) The “natural” or uninspited man could not receive these
things (14). Note: This does not say that man without
the aid of the Holy Spitit could not undemmnd the mes-
sage revealed by the inspired apostles.

¢) They were foolishness to the uninspired man because they
must be revealed through the inspired apostles who, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, examine or investigate them
and speak them so that they may be understood by all who
read them (14).

d) The inspired apostle (the spiritual one) investigates all-
things of the wisdom to be revealed through him, but no
man passes on his qualifications to be an apostle (15).

e) The reason for the apostles’ ability to make known God's
revealed wisdom is that they have the mind of Christ (16).

Paul’s Preaching at Corimth (1-5)

Texz

2:1-5. And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony
of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness,
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he spoke. the wisdom which God revealed to him through the Holy
Spitit. This message of the cross is adequate to equip man for life
here and hereafter. Paul was determined to remain true to the trust
that had been committed to him. See I Tim. 1:12-17; II Tim. 1:12-
14. As an inspired apostle, he was a steward of “the mysteries of
God,” and that required him to be faithful (I Cor. 4:1-2).

I was with yon in weakness—Paul often admitted his weakness and
his dependence on God (II Cor. 12:9-10). His whole ministty was
in accord with his remark in I Cor. 1:31, “He that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord.”

fear and trembling—He was not afraid for his own safety. See II
Cor. 11:24-32 which tells of the things he had suffered. For the
Lord’s assurance to him in the face of danger, see Acts 18:9-10. In II
Tim. 1:12, he tells of his own confidence 1n face of suffering. It is
quite, possible that he uses the term “fear and trembling” in the
sense in which it is used in Eph. 6:5 which speaks of the proper atti-
tude of respect and obedience a servant should have toward his
master. Paul certainly held this attitude toward his Lord, for, as he
preached the word of the cross, his concern was not for the approval
of men, but for the approval of the Lord (I Thes. 2:4). :
faith stand in the power of God—The faith of those who were
being saved rested on the solid foundation of God's revealed wisdom.
It could not rest on the sandy foundation of the wisdom of men, no
the miracles: wrought through the apostle, demonstrated the, mes-
matter how cleverly they might present it. God's power, exhibited in
sage to be true. For the miracles wrought through Paul, see II Cor.
12:12; Acts 19:11-12.

By no stretch of the imagination could man have devised the
scheme of redemption presented in the Bible. By the time the gospel
was bemg preached in the first century, the world had been given
ample time to try all of its schemes to save itself: pagan religion;
animal and even human sacrifice; philosophies of some of the greatest
thinkers the world had produced; and military fotce. All had failed.
Surely the wotld was ready for the message of divine wisdom. Only
God’s power channeled into the lives of men through the gospel could
save a world “dead in trespasses and sin,”. (Eph 2:1).

By this careful approach in verses 1-5, Paul has prepared his. read-
ers for the next thought of the chapter: Wisdom spoken through the
inspired apostles.
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