
I1 TIMOTEJY - CHAPTER 1 & 2 

SUTWRY: 

After  the  in t roduct ion  and s ta tement  of g r a t i -  
tude fo r  Timothy,  Paul begins encouragement. He 
s t r e s s e s  t h a t  Timothy, Onesiphorus and he are no t  t o  
be ashamed of the  Gospel o r  t he  proclaimers of t he  
Gospel. 

In t h e  face of a wicked persecut ion ,  Paul de-  
c l a r e s  the  s e c u r i t y  a Chr i s t i an  can enjoy even i n  
the  midst of impending death,  Pau lwasno t  t he  only 
man f acedwi thdea th .  Every C h r i s t i a n  l i v e d w i t h  t h e  
t h r e a t  of sudden death a t  any moment, Uo where does 
Paul cry f o r  governmental reform. Ins t ead ,  h e u r g e s  
personal commitment t o  the  Gospel. This w i l l  pre-  
pare themtomeet hardship,  face  andendure dea thand 
l i v e  with Chr is t  i n  e t e r n i t y .  

Are you ashamedofthe Gospel? Do youproclaim 
i t  i n  a grand way? Do not wa i t  u n t i l  persecut ion  
h i t s  t o  speak and minis te r  t o  o t h e r s  f o r  C h r i s t ,  

SECTION 111. TIMOTHYISEXHORTED TO FULFILLHISMIN- 
ISTRY. 2 : l - 2 6 .  

I .  APPARENT REASONS FOR SUCH AN ENCOURAGEMENT. 

A .  Becauseofwhathasbeen spoken inchap te r  one, 
Timothy i s  t o  continue i n t h e  f a i t h  and avoid 
the p i t f a l l s  of Satan. 

1. Remember your home teaching .  

2 .  Remember theworth of t h e  stewardship given 

3 .  Remember my minis t ry  

4 .  Remember s o  as t o  avoid defecting from C h r i s t ,  

you. 

5 .  Remember the  g rea t  examDle ofOnesiphorus,  

B .  “Because theJuda iz ing  teachers  i n A s i a h a d a l l  

-- ----- ---- __ __ _ _ _ -  A__-_- 
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I1 TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 

c a s t  o f €  Paul as an apos t l e , and  because i t  would 
no t  be i n h i s  power a f t e r  t h i s ,  t o  oppose t h e i r  
co r rup t  doc t r ines  i n  person,  he challenges 
Timothy t o  be s t rong  i n  t h e  exe rc i se  of h i s  
s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s , a n d i n p r e a c h i n g  the  unspeak- 
ab le  b e n e f i t s  bestowed on Jews and Gent i les  
without  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  through C h r i s t ,  and not  
through the  law of Moses." Maclcnight on t h e  
E p i s t l e s ,  V o l .  1 1 1 - I V ,  pages 300-301. 

C .  A l l o f t h i s  i s n e a t l y  summed up i n  the  phrase,  
"Thou t h e r e f o r e ,  be s t r e n g t h e n e d i n t h e  grace 
t h a t  i s  i n  Chr is t  J e sus .  v .  1. 

D .  Again we have the  appearance of t he  word ' 'grace' ' ,  
Paul knew of a c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  i t  was by the  
grace  (d iv ine  in f luenceon  t h e  bumanheartre-  
f l e c t e d i n e v e r y d a y  l i v i n g ) ,  of C h r i s t t h a t x  
C h r i s t i a n  accomplishes anything. 

E .  A s  he begins t h i s  chapter  he implies t h a t  he 
wants Timothy t o  t r u s t  Chr i s t  and H i s  grace 
f o r  needed s t r e n g t h  r a t h e r  than saying,  " I ' m  
a b l e  tomeet  the  challenge because Ihaveknown 
and was taught  by Pau l . "  

F.  Too o f t e n  we become d i s c i p l e s  of our human 
t eache r s  r a t h e r  than d i s c i p l e s  of the  Lord! 

11. THE CHALLENGE G I V E N  TO TIMOTHY. V .  2 

A .  Paul does no t  ask f o r  b l i n d  obedience. v .  2 .  

1. He asks Timothy t o  r e c a l l  the teaching he 
has  heard Paul give time and again t o  all 
men. 

2 .  I n  th i smannerhe  i s  asking T i m o t h y t o f i r s t  
c a l l  on h i s  own memory and experience of 
shar ing  the  Chr i s t i an  l i f e  with Paul .  

3 .  Then Paul asks Timothy t o  confirm what he 
had h e a r d b y t a l k i n g w i t h t h o s e w h o  a l s o  had 
seenandheard  Paulinhismanydiscussions. 
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11 TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 

4 ,  Timothy was t o  comparehis experience wi th  
t h a t  of other wi tnesses .  

5 .  Paul knew what the  r e s u l t  would b e ,  

B .  Nowhegives a challenge toTimothy based upon 
the  knowledge of the  p a s t  teaching of Pau l ,  
v .  2 ,  

1. "Commit the same t o  f a i t h f u l  men". 

a .  

b .  

C .  

d .  

Since i t  i s  good enoughforyou Timothy, 
i t  i s  appl iab le  t o  a l l  people .  

Timothy, as  an e v a n g e l i s t ,  i s  t o  be an 
equipper of t he  s a i n t s .  

H e  i s  not t o  do the  j o b  h imsel f ,  he i s  
t o  t r a i n  and de lega te  a u t h o r i t y .  

These teachers  a r e  t o  be f a i t h f u l  men. 
The Greek fo r  f a i t h f u l ,  TIOTOS, i s  a word 
with a r i c h v a r i e t y o f c l o s e l y  connected 
meanings. A man who i s  a ~ta'10c1.s i s  a 
man w h o i s b e l i e v i n g ,  aman who i s  l o y a l ,  
a man who i s  r e l i a b l e .  A l l  t he se  mean- 
ings a re  t h e r e .  F a l c o n e r s a i d t h a t t h e s e  
bel ieving men a r e  such " t h a t  they w i l l  
y i e l d  n e i t h e r t o p e r s e c u t i o n  nor t o  er-  
r o r . "  The t e a c h e r ' s  h e a r t  must be s o  
stayed on Chr is t  t h a t n o  t h r e a t  of dan- 
gerwilllurehimfromthepathofloyalty 
and no seduct ionof  f a l s e  teaching cause 
him t o  s t r a y  from t h e  s t r a i g h t  path of 
the  t r u t h .  He must be s t e a d f a s t  a l i k e  
i n  l i f e  and i n  thought .  Barclay,  p .158 .  

2 .  "Who w i l l  be ab le  t o  teach  o the r s  a l s o . "  

a .  This i n s t r u c t i o n  was not  t o  be an end 
unto i t s e l f .  

b .  Those Timothy taught  were t o b e  s o  w e l l  
prep a r  e 3  tX=?E%iy7-o- -3teacli , con - 
v e r t  and teach o t h e r s .  

- - ---- --- - -- -- -- 
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I1 TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 

3 .  

4 .  

5 .  

This ve r se  wel l  s t a t e s  theneed  f o r  t r a i n -  
i ng  f a i t h f u l  men t o  preach and teach the  
f a i t h f u l  word .  

Every church, every evange l i s t  , every Chris- 
t i a n  must l o o k a t  t h i s  verse  and recognize 
t h e  personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  contained with- 
i n .  

Every generat ion must accept t h i s  respon- 
s i b i l i t y  as a p r i v i l e g e .  

111. ILLUSTRATIONS G I V E N  TIMOTHYTO SUPPORTTHEEXHOR- 
TATION TO FULFILL H I S  MINISTRY. Verses 3-26 .  

A .  A s  a so ld i e r - -ve r ses  3 - 4 .  

1. Every s o l d i e r ,  whether then o r  now, goes 
i n t o  se rv ice  knowing t h a t  hardsldps a r e  going 
t o  come h i s  way b e c a u s e o f b e i n g a s o l d i e r .  

2 .  So i t  i s  with each Chr i s t i an .  Wemust re -  
a l i z e t h a t  there  w i l l b e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  the  
King 's  s e rv i ce  but they give no cause f o r  
dese r t ion  i n  the  face  of t h e  enemy! 

3 .  A s o l d i e r  doesnot  serve par t - t ime and be- 
come involved i n  some o the r  bus iness .  

4 .  When t h e r e  i s  a command he i s  t o  be f r e e  
from a l l  other  i n t e r f e rences  s o  t h a t  he 
responds i n  the  manner soexpected of him. 

5 .  It i s  the  same with Chr i s t i ans .  It  i s  not 
possibletobecome entangled t s i t h t h e p l e a -  
su res  of the world i f  w e  a r e  going t o  e f -  
f e c t i v e l y  f i g h t  the p r ince  of t h i s  w o r l d .  

6 .  We must commit a l l  t o  our  K ingofk ings  and 
respond i n  the  manner He des i r e s  of H i s  
ch i ld ren .  

7 .  The 
sh ips  a t  a l l  cost  f o r  C h r i s t .  

198 .  



I1 TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 

B .  A s  an a t h l e t e .  Verse 5 .  

.- 

1, To b e t h e v i c t o r  in theOlympic  games t akes  
d i s c i p l i n e .  

2 ,  The lpa r t i c ipan t  i s  tocontend  according t o  
the  r u l e s  o r  he i s  d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  

3 ,  The Chr is t ian  i s  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  himself as 
does t h e  a t h l e t e .  

4 .  Like the  athletewho t r a i n s  andobeys,  each 
Chr i s t i an  i s  t o  r igorous ly  " t r a i n "  (s tudy 
and p r a c t i c e  what i s  l ea rned) ,  t o  contend 
according t o  the rules--God's Word. 

C. A s  a Farmer. Verses 6-13. 

1. In the  case of the  s o l d i e r ,  Paul stresses 
the  wil l ingness  t o  face  hardship ,  v .  6 .  

2 .  I n  t he  case of t he  a t h l e t e ,  Paul s t r e s s e s  
the  wil l ingness  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  oneself  ac- 
cording t o  God ' s  w i l l .  

3 .  I n  t h i s  c a s e o f t h e  farmer P a u l i s  s t r e s s i n g  
hard work and pa t ience .  

a .  Paul acknowledges t h a t  themanwho c a r e s  
f o r  the c r o p i s t o  rece ive  f i r s t  choice 
o f  the  bounty. 

b .  So with thehardworking e v a n g e l i s t ,  h i s  
i s  t o  share  the  f r u i t s  o f  the  Word. 

1. He i s  t o  preach and teach f i r s t  t o  
himself .  

2 .  He i s  t o r e c e i v e  t h e b l e s s i n g s  of t h e  

3 .  It may t a k e a l o n g  time f o r  t he  seed 
-----Y----_- __ of  the  A_- gospel _ t o  Trow t 9  f u l l  f r u j t  

but the  sower must be confident  i n :  

gospel h a r v e s t ,  
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I1 TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 1 

a.  The power of t he  'Glord. 

b .  Thepowero f theMas te r towhom a l l  
glory belongs.  

4 .  J u s t  as  t h e  farmer works long hours 
and p a t i e n t l y  awaits t h e h a r v e s t ,  so  
t h e  evangel i s t  i s  t o  work hard and be 
p a t i e n t  knowing the  harvest w i l l  come. 

4 .  P a u l c a l l s  somevitalfactstoTimothy's r e -  
membrance t h a t  w i l l  enable  him t o  be a 
p a t i e n t  worker f o r  t he  Lord. V%. 7 f f .  

a .  H e  f i r s t  informs Timothy t h a t  t he  Lord 
w i l l  help him t o  understand a l l  things 
necessary f o r  God's e v a n g e l i s t .  v .  7 .  

b .  H e  wants him always t o  remember Jesus 
C h r i s t .  v .  8 .  

1. Anything e l s e  i s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a 
model. 

2 .  This simple s ta tement  r evea l s  theim- 
portance of Chr is t  i n  God's redemption 
p l an .  

3 .  H e  was thepromised Redeemer fromGod 
a s  the  Old Testament teaches .  

4 .  Timothy i s  t o  remember C h r i s t ' s  v i c -  
t o r y  over deathandwhat  t h a t  v i c to ry  
means t o  a l l  men. 

5 .  Chr is t  was of t h e  house of David. 

a.  Not only i s  He God's r e su r rec t ed  
Son, He i s  of t he  house of the man 
whose heart w a s  dedicated unto God. 

b .  Thus t h e r e s u r r e c t e d  C h r i s t i s t h e  

6 .  " A l l  such information i s  included i n  

re igning Chr i s t !  
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I 11 TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 
1 

t h e  Good News I have been preaching ,  
s t a t e s  Paul .  

a ,  Thus we seeTimothy encouraged t o  
--follow the  Chr i s t  o f  r e s u r r e c -  

t i o n .  
--be a l oya l  s u b j e c t  t o  King J e s u s  

because of t h e  content  of t h e  
"Good News, " 

b .  "It was P a u l ' s  gospe l ,  f o r :  

r e v e l a t i o n  (Gal. 1:12); 
1, he had received i t  by immediate 

2 ,  he continues t o  proclaim it even 
i n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  (I1 Tim. 1: 11) ; 
and 

3 .  he s t i l l  c l i n g s  t o  i t w i t h  h i s  
whole h e a r t ,  even now t h a t  h e  
i s  fac ing  dea th . "  Hendriksen, 
p .  251 .  

c ,  Very excellent reasons t o  work hard  
and maintain pa t i ence .  

d .  Paul s t a t e s h i s  p o s i t i o n a s  an en- 
couragement t o  s t e a d f a s t n e s s .  v.  
9 .  

1. It Lsbecause o f t h e  Gospel t h a t  
I am a p r i sone r  and I am honored 
t o  be so  used of God. 

I a .  Remember the  g r e a t  pe r se -  
cu t ion .  

b .  I amhere as  a common crim- 
i n a l .  

c .  The empowering fact is t h i s ;  
- -_ -  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - - thw-can imprison my body 

but  no one canimprison t h e  
I Gospel ! 
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I1 TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 

2 .  They had chained Pau l ' s  body 
but  no t  h i s  s p i r i t  andGospel1 

e .  P a u l ' s  pa t ience  is  j u s t i f i e d - - v .  
10. 

1. H e  coun ted thesou l s  of o the r s  
more important t h a n h i s  physi-  
c a l  l i f e .  

a .  

b .  

C .  

By t h i s  r a d i a n t  l i v i n g  he 
encouragedmanythenandto-  
day t o a c c e p t  C h r i s t a s  Sav- 
i o r .  

He knewtheGospelcouldnot  
be stopped by governmental 
a u t h o r i t i e s .  

I f  preaching the  soul-saving 
Gospel meant he was t o  d i e  
i n  pr i son  hewaswi l l i ng  t o  
evangel ize  t o  the  l a s t  mo- 
ment of l i f e .  

2 .  One note on the  wrd"e1ection"-- 

God doesnot  t r e a t  man so  t h a t  
he h a s n o c h o i c e  o r  w i l l .  God 
knows who a r e  going t o  accept 
o r  r e j e c t  Him,but H e  does not  
fo rce  anyone t o  be H i s .  The 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  upon the in-  
d iv idua l .  

3 .  The r e s u l t  of t he  message was 
t h e  u n i t i n g o f a  forgiven s in -  
ne r  wi th  a loving Savior f o r  
e t e r n i t y ,  That i s  aworthwhile 
endeavor i n  any s i t u a t i o n .  

f .  P a u l ' s  concluding words on the 
importance of pa t ience  and hard 
work show the  g r e a t  i d e n t i t y  with 
Chr i s t  o r  the  g rea t  con t r a s t  t o  

202.  



I1 TZMOTHY - CFAPTER 2 

Chr i s t .  v s .  11-13. 

I, F a i t h f u l  i s  the  say ing .  v .  11, 

a .  The 5ourth of f i v e  t imes t h i s  
phrase i s  used. 

b . "Now, theward 'for' i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  i n  the  hymn sometliing 
preceded, The p r o b a b i l i t y  
i s  t h a t  t he  unjuoted  l i n e  
which preceded was something 
l i k e :  'We shall remainfaith- 
f u l  t o  our Lord even to  d e a t h ,  
o r ,  'We have res igned  our- 
s e lves  t o  reproach and suf- 
f e r i n g a n d e v e n t o  dea th  f o r  
C h r i s t ' s  sake.  ' ' I  Hendr i k -  
sen ,  p .  2 5 4 , 2 5 5 .  

2 .  How t o  be  identified wi th  C h r i s t .  

a .  I f  we died with H i m  we s h a l l  
l i v e  w i t h  H i m .  

1. 

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

We died with C h r i s t  when 
we accepted H i s  death f o r  
our s i n s .  Rom. 6 : 8 ;  I1 
Cor. 5 : 14. 

We s h a l l  be a l i v e  wi th  
Him even asHe i s  l i v i n g  
b e c a u s e o f t h e  r e s u r r e c -  
t i o n .  

This would be a g r e a t  
s t r e n g t h  t o  those l i v i n g  
during a time of g r e a t  
persecut ion .  

For  them t o  know that even 
i f  they died phys ica l ly  
they were alivewith C h r i s t  

7 e c a u s e t : W i a l r e a d y  
shared i n  H i s  death on t h e  

- - - -_ - - __-_ 
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cross  and r e su r rec t ion  
from the  grave i n  the  a c t  
of baptism. 

b .  I fweendure ,  we s h a l l  a l s o  
re ign  with H i m .  v. 1 2 .  

1, The Chr is t ians  of  P a u l ' s  
t imewouldcer ta in ly  un- 
derstand the  meaning of 
endurance. 

2 .  Matthew's words i n  24:  13 
a r e  re levant  he re .  

3 .  Those who arenow "bear- 
ing up under pressure"  
w i l l  some day be r u l e r s  
with Chr is t  ! 

4 .  Ohwhat encouragement i n  
the  face  of adve r s i ty .  

5 .  Paulknewhowtominis ter  
t o  the  t roubled h e a r t s  
f o r  he was a p a r t i c i p a n t  
with them i n  Chr i s t  and 
i n  persecut ion.  

3 .  How t o  be contrasted with C h r i s t .  

a .  I f  w e  deny HimHewill deny 
us .  

1. Matthew 1 0 :  32-33, 

2 .  Jesus w i l l  not  speak t o  
the  Father i n  glowing 
terms on Judgment Day f o r  
the  one who refused t o  
l i v e  f o r  H i m  while here  
on e a r t h .  

3. We a r e  e i t h e r f o r H i m  o r  
aga ins t  H i m .  Matt. 1 2  : 30. 
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II TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 

b .  I f  we a r e  f a i t h l e s s ,  H e  r e r  
mains f a i t h f u l ,  He cannot 
deny Himself, v .  1 3 ,  

Because we a r e  not 'de-  
pendable for the Zord does 
n o t  destroy t h e  f a i t l i -  
fu lness  of C h r i s t .  

2 .  This i s  a c o n t r a s t  of man 
and God--man i s  f i c k l e ,  
God i s  s t a b l e ,  

4 .  A s  w e  look over t h i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
o f  the farmer w e  view reason a f t e r  
reason f o r t h e  Chr i s t i an  t o  l abor  
hard and p a t i e n t l y  await t h e  har -  
ves t  from God I s hand, 

D .  A s  a workman. verses  14-19.  

1. Paul charges Timothy t o  share  t h e  informa- 
t i o n  he has j u s t  given him. v .  14.  

a .  They a r e  i n  the  presence of t h e  Lord. 

b .  They a r e n o t  - t o  qua r re l  overwords which 
br ing  no p r o f i t  t o  Chr i s t i an  l i v i n g  o r  
evangelism, 

c .  Even worsethanmaking poor u s e o f t i m e ,  
suchwords condemn the  l i s t e n e r s  t o H e l l .  

d .  I n  short--"Timothy, what I h a v e s a i d  i s  
important,  do not h e s i t a t e  t o  s h a r e  i t  
with a l l  who w i l l  l i s t e n . "  

2 .  Pau1,reminds Timothyof the  se r iousness  of 
C h r i s t i a n i t y !  v .  1 5 .  

a .  Dil igent--"earnestness ,  z e a l ,  o r  some- 
times the  h a s t e  accompanying" t h e  work 

------ L ____ khL__ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _  - 

b .  Work w i t h a l l y o u r  a b i l i t i e s  t o  p re sen t  
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yourse l f  t o  God. 

c .  ApproveduntoGod--"onewhohas s t o o d t h e  
Describes anything which has been tes t  . 

t e s t e d  and i s  f i t  f o r  s e r v i c e . "  

d.  "Timothy i s  t o  be t e s t e d  t h a t  he might 
be a f i t  weapon f o r  t h e  work of C h r i s t ,  
and the re fo re  a workmanwhohad no need 
t o  be ashamed." 

e .  Rightly dividing the  word. 

"The Greeks themselves usedtheword  i n  
t h r e e  d i f f e ren tconnec t ions :  f o r  plough- 
ing a s t r a i g h t  furrow across  a f i e l d ,  
and f o r  the  work of a mason i n  c u t t i n g  
and squaring a s tone  s o t h a t  i t  f i t  i n t o  
i t s  co r rec t  p lace  i n  the s t r u c t u r e  of 
t h e  bui ld ing .  So the  man who r i g h t l y  
d iv ides  the word of t r u t h ,  d r ives  a 
s t r a i g h t  road through the truthand re fuses  
t o  be lured  down p leasan t  but  i r r e l e -  
vant  bypaths;  he ploughs a s t r a i g h t  
furrow across the field of truth; he takes e m h  
sec t ion  of t he  t r u t h ,  and f i t s  i t  i n t o  
i t s  co r rec t  p o s i t i o n ,  a s a  mason does a 
s tone ,  a l l o w i n g n o p a r t t o u s u r p  anundue 
p lace  and so knock t h e  whole s t r u c t u r e  
out  of balance."  

f .  "The aimof a l l  Chr i s t i an  d iscuss ion  and 
of a l l  Chr is t ian  ac t ion  i s  t o  b r i m  a man 
nea re r  t o  h i s  fellows and t o  God."u Bar- 
c lay  on I1 Timothy, pages 173 and 174 .  

3 .  The dangers of strivingover "words". v .  16. 

a .  These profane babblings a r e  stories s t r u c -  
t u r e d t o d e c e i v e  and lead  one away from 
God. 

b .  They a redead ly  by des ign ,  no t  by acc i -  
dent because they developungodliness i n  
the lives of the listeners. 
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c .  Thesewords consume t h e h e a r e r  as deadly 
d isease  destroys the  body. v .  1 7 ,  

1. "To gnaw, t o e a t ,  an e a t i n g ,  spread- 
ing d i sease ,  ' ' Robertson Word Pic-  
t u re s  of t he  New Testament, V o l ,  4 ,  
page 6 2 0 ,  

2. Ins t eadof  giving l i f e  l i k e  t h e  Gos- 
p e l  does, profane teaching k i l l s .  

d .  Paul names twomenwhohave r e j e c t e d  the  
t r u t h  and turned t o  S a t a n ' s  message! 
v .  18. 

1. Bymeneus and P h i l e t u s .  

a .  In  t h i s  casePaulnames themen and 
t h e i r  s i n .  

b .  This i s  a casewhere the  men would 
not accept God's teaching andwere 
destroying o ther  s o u l s .  

c ,  They must be stopped. 

2 .  Their  f a l s e  teaching concerned the  
f i n a l  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of a l l  people .  

3 .  See "Chat wi th  Chet" (Disc ip les  of 
C h r i s t ) .  Page 2 0 9 .  

4 .  "Think of what impl ica t ions  a r e  con- 
ta ined  i n  this false word: (1) It would 
deny C h r i s t ' s  physical  r e s u r r e c t i o n ;  
( 2 )  I twoulddeny the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
the  second coming; (3) The hope of 
the  r e su r rec t ion  f o r b e l i e v e r s  would 
be gone; ( 4 )  A l l  hopeofmeet ing  our 
dead loved ones i s  taken away; (5) We 
could not  s h a r e i n t h e F a t h e r ' s  house 
of many mansions. No wonder such a 
t e w x i g  would overthrow the  f a i t h  
of the  nev ones i n  Chr i s t  i n  t he  c i t y  
of Ephesus ! 
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J u l y  23, 1979 
journal of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

M r .  Danny Camp 
The Church o f  C h r i s t  a t  T rea ty  
Route 5 
Wabash, I N  46992 

Dear Mr. Camp: 

Thank you f o r  your l e t t e r  of J u l y  19. 

I n  r e sponse  t o  your r e q u e s t ,  we a r e  p l eased  t o  g r a n t  
you pe rmis s ion  t o  u s e  t h e  column, "A Chat w i t h  Chet," 
from t h e  November 5, 1961 i s s u e  of The C h r i s t i a q .  I f  
t h i s  i s  t o  be r e p r i n t e d ,  we would a p p r e c i a t e  a c r e d i t  
l i n e  such a s :  
m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Board o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  S t .  Louis." 

"Repr in ted  from The C h r i s t i a n  by per-  

You may know t h a t  THE DISCIPLE i s  t h e  successo r  t o  The 
C h r i s t i a n  ( a s ,  of J anua ry ,  1974. ) 

Thank you f o r  your i n t e r e s t .  

S i n c  e r  e 1 y , 

C e l i a  Cupp (Mrs.) 
S e c r e t a r y  t o  D r .  M e r r e l l  

James 1. Merrell, Editor, Vice-president 
Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179 St. Louis, Missouri 63166. (314) 371-6900 
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A CHAT WITH CHET 

-by C h e s t e r  A. S i l l a r s  
used by  pe rmis s ion  

QUESTION: 
coming of  C h r i s t ?  

What do you t h i n k t h e B i b l e  t e a c h e s  about  t h e  second 

ANSWER: I t h i n k  t h e  B ib le  t e a c h e s t h a t h e  w i l l  come a second 
t i m e ,  a l s o  t h a t  h e  w i l l  come as l i g h t n i n g .  

This i s n o t  t obewondered  a t ,  J e s u s  s a i d h e  w a s  t h e  l i g h t  
o f  t h e  world.  I f  youhaveeve rwa tched  l i g h t n i n g  y o u h a v e  s e e n  
t h e  landscape  t h a t  was da rk  a l l  i l l umined  when a b o l t  o f  l i g h t -  
n ing  f l a s h e d  a c r o s s  t h e  ho r i zon .  

Once aga in  w e  l i f t  up o u r  p r a c t i c e  i n o u r  D i s c i p l e  chur-  
ches  of a l lowing  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and even encouraging  d i f f e r e n c e s  
of op in ion .  I n  t h i s  matter t h e r e  i s  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  r a n g e  of  
op in ion .  1 can only  g i v e  you my answer. I n  h o n e s t y ,  I t e l l  
you t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  v iewpoin ts .  

The B ib le  makes i t  seem clear t o  me  tha t  t h e  f i r s t - c e n -  
t u r y  C h r i s t i a n s  f e l t  J e s u s  would come d u r i n g t h e l i f e  s p a n  o f  
most of them. Thosewhohad d i e d w o u l d e x p e r i e n c e  a r e s u r r e c -  
t i o n  when h e  r e t u r n e d .  

D i d  he r e t u r n ?  I b e l i e v e  h e  d id!  I t h i n k  h e  w a s  pre-  
s e n t  a t  P e n t e c o s t .  H e  r e t u r n e d  as l i g h t n i n g ,  o r  l i g h t ,  and 
i l l u m i n a t e d  P e t e r ' s  sermon. 

Seve ra l  t h e o r i e s h a v e b e e n  developed about  t h e  second corn- 
i n g  of  C h i r s t .  Someareve ry  a t t r ac t ive  indeed .  I n  seminary  
we s t u d i e d  s e v e r a l o f t h e m ,  and I m u s t a d m i t  some seemed t o  m e  
t o  be  b e y o n d t h e p a l e  of r e a s o n i n  t h e  l i g h t  of C h r i s t ' s  t each-  
i n g s .  

P roof - t ex t ing  h a s  been used t o  advance t h e s e  v a r i o u s  
t h e o r i e s .  h a s  been  t h e  approach  of 
some. Well, what does t h e  Lord s a y ?  I admit  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  is 
as  wide open f o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  of op in ion  as any New Testament  
q u e s t i o n  1 know. 

I can n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a t  some d a t e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  when 
t h e  world g e t s  b e t t e r  o r  g e t s  as bad as i t  i s  go ing  t o  b e ,  
J e s u s ,  t h e  C h r i s t ,  w i l l  r i d e  a c loud  down t o  e a r t h  and c a l l  
a l l  t h e  f a i t h f u l  t o  him and then  open the -g raves  of t h e  f a i t h f u l  
who d i e d  long  y e a r s  ago and r e s t o r e  them t o  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h .  
I know t h i s  i s  what t h e  f i r s t - c e n t u r y  C h r i s t i a n s  seemed t o  ex- 
p e c t .  I know t h a t  some of ou r  own p e o p l e  expec t  t h i s .  You 

I have hea rd  some p r e t t y  f a n c i f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  what 

A "Thus s a i t h  t h e  Lord" 

- -  ---- h3Ye_a-right t_O,L_ __ -___ 
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used by permiss ion  

l i f e  on e a r t h  i s  going t o  be l i k e  f o r t h e f a i t h f u l w h e n h e  re- 
t u r n s  aga in .  L i f e  on e a r t h  could be l i k e  t h a t  now i f  we a l l  
would f o l l o w  i n  f a i t h .  

May I use  a p e r s o n a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n ?  Some y e a r s  a g o a t  t h e  
a g e  of 86 my grandmother d i ed  because  of cance r .  What about  
t h e  second coming? S h e w a s v c r y f a i t h f u l a s  a C h r i s t i a n .  W i l l  
h e  comeand raise h e r  i n  f u l l  h e a l t h ?  No, I d o n o t  b e l i e v e  so. 
I b e l i e v e ,  f o r  h e r ,  h i s  second coming w a s  when s h e  went i n t o  
t h e  b a p t i s m a l  waters a s  a young lady .  Hemadeh i s  second coming 
t o  h e r  as a pe r son .  That madeher  l i f e  complete. H i s  second 
coming was n o t  j u s t  a b o l t  of l i g h t n i n g  t h a t  f l a s h e d  through 
h e r  l i f e  once.  He came as  l i g h t ,  l o v e ,  t r u t h ,  l i f e a n d  s p i r i t  
t o  b e  w i t h  h e r  a l l  of h e r  l i v i n g  days.  For seven ty  y e a r s  or 
more h e  w a s  h e r  gu ide .  Her s p i r i t  l i v e s  o n a s a l l  s p i r i t  and 
t r u t h  l i v e s  on. Her bodywas t h e  temple  of h e r  s o u l .  It h a s  
gone t h e  way of a l l  f l e s h  accord ing  t o  t h e  laws of God. 

What happens i s  w e  become so concerned about our  b o d i e s  
t h a t  we  l o s e  s i g h t  o f t h e s p i r i t u a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of our  f a i t h .  
W e  u s e  t h i s  i d e a  of t h e  second coming t o  e s t a b l i s h  a hope t h a t  
w e  w i l l  b e  r e s u r r e c t e d i n o u r  p r e s e n t  bod ie s  which even today 
receive more of our  concern  than  our  s p i r i t u a l  selves. 

I f  w e  have a l i v i n g  C h r i s t i t i s  because h e  l i v e s  i n  t h e  
h e a r t s  of t h e  f a i t h f u l .  H e  l i v e s  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  because  he 
made a second coming t o  themas  i n d i v i d u a l  pe r sons .  I b e l i e v e  
h e  i s  l i v i n g  today i n  m i l l i o n s  of pe r sons  because he came t o  
them as i t  were, a s  l i g h t ,  t r u t h ,  l o v e ,  and s p i r i t .  
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4 ,  The defense aga ins t  dangerous words.. v ,  19. 

a .  The firm foundation of God, 

b ,  The sea l - - ” Ind ica t ing  mersh ip ,  authen- 
t i c a t i o n ,  s e c u r i t y  and d e s t i n a t i o n . ”  
Vine, p .  331, 

1. The Lord K N O W  c__ who a r e  H i s .  

2 .  Those who claim Jesus  a r e  t o  f l e e  un- 
r ighteousness ,  

E .  A s  A U t e n s i l *  verses  20 -23 .  

1. There a r e  d i f f e r e n t  kinds of u t e n s i l s .  v.  
20, 

a .  Costly 

1. Gold 

2. S i lve r  

b .  Simple 

1 , IJood 

2 .  O f  e a r t h  

c .  Some t o  honor 

d .  Some t o  dishonor 

2 .  T o b e a  v e s s e l o f h o n o r  f o r  Godonemust r i d  
oneself  of the s i n s  mentioned i n  t h e  pre-  
ceding verses .  v .  2 1 .  

3 .  In  s o  doing he w i l l  become a v e s s e l  o f :  

a ,  Honor. 

--__---____ b .  Set apa r t  f o r  God’s work, 

c .  Equipped t o  do His good w i l l .  

211 .  



I1 TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2 

4 .  The u r g e n c y o f s e p a r a t i o n f r o m q i n i s  s t a t e d  
i n  ve r se  2 2 .  

a .  Make h a s t e  t o g e t  away from t h e  flaming 
s i n s  of youth before  they engulf youfo r  
l i f e .  

b .  Be not  s a t i s f i e d w i t h a v o i d i n g  s i n ,  but 
make se r ious  e f f o r t  t o  develop aGodlike 
cha rac t e r .  

1. Righteousness 

2 .  F a i t h  

3 .  Love 

4 .  Peace 

5 .  Find fellowship with those who seek 
God f o r  pure motives.  

c .  Refuse t o  become involved i n :  v .  23. 

1. "Speculations of a half-educatedmind ~ ' I  

Robertson, p .  621 .  

2 .  Theyonlycause d i v i s i o n a n d i l l - w i l l  
r a t h e r  than the  wholesomeness pro- 
duced by the  Gospel. 

F .  A s  A Bondservant. Verses 24-26. 

1. A s  a se rvant  t o t h e  ChristooECalvarywemust 
i n  conducting ourselves  with be l i k e  H i m  

o t h e r s .  

2 .  He was not  one t o  f i g h t .  Since w e  repre-  
s en t  H i m w e ,  coo,  must refrain from f i g h t i n g .  

3 .  There i s  a b e t t e r  way t o  accomplish God's 
work than f igh t ing  with one another .  Be 
g e n t l e  t o  a l l .  

4 .  The q u a l i t i e s  the Chr i s t i an  l eade r  i s  t o  

2 1 2 .  
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have as  when opposed t o  f i g h t i n g .  

a .  "The Chr is t ian  leader  must be kind t o  
a l l ;  even when he has  t o  c r i t i c i z e  and 
p o i n t  out a f a u l t ,  i t  must be clone wi th  
the  gentleness which never seeks t o  h u r t  I I' 

Barclay, p ,  181, 

b .  The servant  i s  t o  be ab le  t o  t e a c h ,  

c .  I-Ie i s  t o  be forebearing ( p a t i e n t ) ,  

d .  Gently cor rec t ing  those  who oppose i n -  
s t e a d  of r e so r t ing  t o  anger .  v .  25. 

5 .  The reasonweare  not t o  s t r i v e  i s  t h a t  3 y  
no t  s t r i v i n g  we w i l l  develop a c l ima te  i n  
which o thers  w i l l  be r ecep t ive  t o  God's 
teaching .  

6 .  Becauseof the  godly example they w i l l  re- 
pent  and accept H i s  w i l l .  

7 .  No amount of f igh t ing  w i l l  accomplish con- 
vers ion  i n  the opponent's l i f e !  

8 .  By such act ion they s h a l l  be s t o l e n  from 
Sa tan ' s  t r a p s .  v .  2 6 .  

9 .  I t  i s  Sa tan ' s  des i r e  t o  des t roy  , it  i s  God's 
d e s i r e  t o  pro tec t  and b u i l d .  

s i d e r a t e  se rvants .  
10. F o r  these  reasonsweought t o  be very con- 

SUMMARY : 

Paul i s  encouraging T i m o t h y t o r e a l i z e t l l e w o r k  
before  him as  an evange l i s t .  To underscore theway 
t h i s  work i s  t o  be done. Paul speaks t o  him as  a 
beloved ch i ld inmany i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  Aspects o f t h e  

a t h l e t e ,  farmer, workman, u t e n s i l a n d s e r -  
van t a ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - -  
t i a n  Evangel i s t .  
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A s  Paul spoketoTimothy he  spealcstous today. 
A s  I read  t h i s  chapter ,  Iamawed by theenormity of 
i n f luence  o f t h e  Chr is t ian  e v a n g e l i s t .  There i s  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o d o  grea t  amounts ofgood f o r t h e L o r d .  
There a l s o  i s  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  g r e a t  des t ruc t ion .  
L e t  u s n o t  be f r i g h t e n e d i n t o s e c l u s i o n  by t h i s  res -  
p o n s i b i l i t y .  Rather,  l e t  us acknowledge our need-- 
t h e  power of  God through Chr i s t  t o  enable us t o  do 
H i s  w i l l .  When w e  r e a l i z e w e a r e  no t  the  cen te r  of 
s t r e n g t h ,  b u t  t h a t  He i s ,  our stewardship as an evan- 
g e l i s t  w i l l  be  properly handled. God does not  demand 
b r i l l i a n c e .  He asks f o r f a i t h f u l  s e r v i c e .  That w e  
can ,  and must, give t o  H i m  f r e e l y .  

SECTION I V .  PAUL WARNS TIMOTHY OF THE APPROACHING 
APOSTASY. I1 Timothy 3:l - 4 : 5 .  

I. PAUL WANTS TIMOTHY TO M C O G N I Z E  THE COMING APOS- 
TASY. VS. 1 - 9 .  

A .  It should always be remembered t h a t  a warning 
i s n o t a  curse .  It  i s  a b l e s s ing .  Eveninour  
phys ica l  hea l thwe a r e  savedfromtragedies  by 
t h e  warning system i n  our bodies .  When we l i s -  
t e n  t o ,  and obey, these  warnings w e   ill be the  
happier .  So i t  i s  with our s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s .  
By being givenawarningwe can prepare f o r t h e  
f u l l  fo rce  of Sa tan ' s  a t t a c k .  In many cases 
p o s i t i v e  r eac t ion  t o  adequate warning w i l l  ward 
o f €  the  f u l l  impact of S a t a n ' s  d e s i r e s .  I n  
t h i s  warning t o  Timothy Paul was helping him 
t o  de fea t  t h e  doc t r ines  of Satan as they ap- 
peared .  v .  1. 

B .  Not only does Paul te l lTi rnothy  the  danger i s  
coming but  he a l s o  s t a t e s  when it  w i l l  come, 
"In t h e  l a s t  days. l1  

1. This r e f e r s  t o  t he  e r a  of time between the 
b i r t h  of Chr i s t andHis  r e t u r n  from heaven 
t o  r ece ive  the  r ighteous unto Himself and 
commit t he  l o s t  t o  e t e r n a l  doom. 

2 .  " In  l a t t e r  days"-- The phrase i s  the  same 
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